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N 


L think, be more. divided,. "Ik whom 
will give that appellation. | Should: A letter 
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indeed be thus inſcribed, Dru Orr IMO, 
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„ DEDICATION. 


A abuts any criticiſms. which. can be made 


on it. The good - natured. reader, if his 
heart ſhould be here affected, will be in- 
clined to pardon many faults for the pleaſure. 
He will receive from a tender ſenſation z. 
and for readers of a different ſtamp, the. 
more faults qu can . e che e * | 


5 Nor will L as the \Fulſoane: ayle. of 
common dedicators. 1 have. not their 
naſual deſign in this epiſtle; nor will I: 
borrow their language. Lang, very long 
may it be before a moſt dreadful cir-, 


| cumſtance ſhall make it poſlible for” any 


pen to draw a juſt and true character of 

yourſelf, without incurring a ſuſpicion of 
; flattery in the boſoms of the malignant. 
This tafk, therefore, T ſhall defer till 

that day (if 1 ſhould be ſo unfortunate as; 
0 ſee . when every good man 
5 mall pay a tear for the ſatisfaction of 

His curioſity; a day which at preſent, 1. / 
believe, there is but one. good man in 
the world who can think. of With pn | 
concern. *** 
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DEDICATION. Im. 


Accept then, Sir, this ſmall token of - | 
that love, that gratitude, and that reſſ pect 2, 
with which I ſhall always eſteem it my 255 
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SIR, 


Your molt obliged, 


1125 moſt . 5 


Humble Servant 


Bow-Street, 
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Containing the exordium, &. 


#d ? 


HE various accidents which befel a "very 
worthy couple, after, their uniting in the 

1 ſtate of matrimony, will be the ſubject of 
the following hiſtory. The diſtreſſes which they - 
waded through, were ſome of them ſo exquiſite, _ 

| and the incidents which produced theſe fo 'extravr= 
dinary, that they ſeemed to require not only the 
vtmoſt malice,” but the utmoſt invention which fu-" 
perſtition hath ever attributed to Fortune: though 
whether any ſuch being interfered in the caſe,” Gr, 
indeed, whether there be any ſuch being in the un: 
verſe, is a matter which I by no means preſume 
to determine in the affirmative, To ſpeak a bold 
truth, I am, after much mature deliberation, - inn 
clined to ſuſpect, that che public voice hath, in aal! 
"ages, done much injuſtice to Fortune, and han, 
convicted her of many facts in which the had not 
the leaſt concern, I queſtion much, whether ve 
may not, by natural means, account for the ſucceſs  . 
of . knaves, the calamities of / fools,” with all the 
miſeries in which men of. ſenſe ſometimes invaelve” 
themſelves by quitting the directions of prudence, 
and following the blind guidance of a predominant: - 
paſſion; in ſhort, for all the ordinary phenomena 


which are imputed to Fortune; whom, perhaps, men 
accuſe with no leſs abſurdity in life, than a bad player 
complains of ill luck at the game of chess. 
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. 1 A M E 1 * | Book l. 
But if men are ſometimes guilty of laying i impro- 


per me on 2 ima ginary being g. they are altoge - 


ther as A pt to m ke het wel" q by! aſcribing to her. 
little deſerves. © To retrieve the 
ill-conſequences of a fooliſh conduct, and by ſtruggling 


Honours Which he 
with. diſtreſs to. ſubdue it, is one. of che no- 


bleſt efforts of wiſdom and virtue, Whoever, there- 


fore, calls ſuch a man fortunate, is ? ng of no leſs 
who ſhould 


impropriety in ſpeech; than he woul 
call the ſtatuary or the poet fortunate, who carved a 
Venus, or who writ an Iliad. | 


Life may as properly be called an art as any 
other; and the great incidents in it are no more to 
be conſidered as mere accidents, than the ſeveral 
a members of a · fine ſtatue, or a noble poem. The 

Critics in all theſe are not content with feding any; | 

Wing to be great, withont knowing why and how 


it came to be ſo. By examining. carefully the ſeveral, 


gradations which conduce to bring every el thr 


Perfection, we learn truly to know that ſcience in 
Which the model is formed: as hiſtories of this 


185 e may properly be called models of 
55 Lars; ſo by obſerving minutely the ſeveral 


5 which tend to the cataſtrophe or comple- 


5 tion of the whole, and the minute cauſes whence thoſe: 


incidents are produced, we ſhall beſt be inſtructed: 
in this moſt uſeful of * an, which L Cars the a 


Sides.” . 0 | 
0 H A p. 1 


The biftory ſets out, Obſervations on: the excellency FP 


the Engliſh conſtitution, and curious mer aa th * 


Ven a Fuftice err BRI atk A 
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Ou en of April, in „ ien pate; the 


watchmen. of a certain pariſh (know not 


1 particularly which): within the liberty of Weſt 
ter, brought ſeveral perſons, whom they had ap⸗ : 
3 DD om mg the preceding night, before Jonathan ; 

Thraſher, NN one on ie ones 15 the 11 or Þ 
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But here; reader, before we cken to the trials 
of thaſe offenders, we ſhall, after our -uſual manner, 
premiſe ſome e ed i may DS Wy _ 
thee to knows. i 5/41 1 
It bath deen Ae bs Aist [ys preg 2 
well as the celebrated writer of three letters, that 
no human inſtitution is capable of conſummate 
perfection: an obſervation which, perhaps, that 
writer at leaſt gathered from diſcovering: ſome de 
feds in the! polity even of this well-regulated na+ 
tion. And, indeed, if there ſhould be ang Tack: 
defect in a conſtitution which my Lord Coke =. | 
ago told us, the: wiſdom: ale the wiſe men in 
the world, if they had all met together at one 
time, cbuld not have equalied;ʒ which ſomne f 
our wiſeſt men who were met together long before. 
laid, was too good to be altered in ang partieuiat = 
and which. nevertheleſß, hath been. mending ener 
fince, . by a ver great number of the ſaĩd wiſe men 
if, 1 ſay, a conſtitution” ſhould be imperſect, wie 
may be pane I think, to dbubt whether any ſack. 
faultlels n+ 24k be found ae e ' inftizurions. | 


W775 
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pe in the laws wp e but in Fas If Ds OE. 
them; but, with ſubmiſſion, this appears to-me'to- 
be no less an abſurdity; than to ſay of any machine, 
: that | ws is s excellently: made, though incapable of per- 
| its functions. Good laws ſhould execute 
then bes n a well- regulated ſtate; at leaſt, if the 
| fame legiſlature which- provides the laws, doth not 
5 ide for the execution of chem they act as Graham 
. would dos if he ſhontd fert all the parts of a clock 
in the moſt exquiſite manner, vet put chech ſo toges- 
ther that the clock could not go. I this eaſt, furely 
we might ſay that there was-a ſaaall' efect i 
Kitution of 'the clock; . =? 
To ſay the truth, Grsban, wou Joon nia FEY Z 
Favte, and would eafity remedy it. The fault indeed 
could be no other than that the parts were lupropers- bes. 
F 5 
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17 haps, reader, I have another illuſtration, which 
will ſet my intention in ſtill a clearer light before 
Fou. Figure to yourſelf then a family, the maſ- 

ter of which ſhould diſpoſe of the ſeveral economi- 


man in the ſtewardſhip, and in the ſame ridiculous 


mult makes in the world,. 8 
| fdered ſome of the lower offices. in our civil 
_ vernment to be diſpoſed in this very manner. 

degin, I think; as tow. as L well can, with the nb." 


ſtreets by night from thieves and robbers, an office 
which at leaſt requires ſtrength of body, are choſen. 


their want of bodily ſtrength, rendered incapable of 
getting a livelihood by work. Theſe men, armed 
only: with. a pale, which ſome of them are ſcarce 
able to lift, are to ſecure the perſons and houſes of 


5 


AS. 


7 bas ny wn} a has and n armed 
. ei 5 1 non uinibus . = : 


s conveniunt. 3 


f they were able to make their eſcape. _ 


kad magiſtrates, the leſs defects of -this kind will, 
perhaps, be obſervable. Mr Thraſher, however, the 
juſtice before whom the priſoners above-mentioned 
were now brought, had ſome few imperfections in his 


ned to think, that this office of a juſtice of pe 


Sh requires ſome knowledge of the law: 755 this 
reaſon ; becauſe in ev 


_ he 1 is to judge a and * W 33 law. Again, 


5 * E 4: Mol 


cal offices in the following” manner; viz. ſhould put 
_# his butler in the coach-box, his ſteward behind his 
o coach, his coachman in the butlery, and his foot - 


„een 


manner ſhould miſ-employ the talents of every other 
ſervant; it is eaſy to ſee what: 2 n fuch n 


, _ As ridiculous as this may 1 1 haves aid wes, 


men in our metropolis: who being te guard our 


out of thoſe old decrepit people, who are, from 


his majeſty's ſubje&s from the attacks of gan * | 


3 TR DE EEE SI on OS we eg 1 „ - a 


16 the x po0E; old fellows ſtiould run 1 away 8 NG 
enemies, no one I think can wonder, unleſs it be chat | 


The higher we proceed among our public ee 


e e er capacity, I own, I have been ſometimes”. 


caſe which comes before n 5 


* 


the matter. a 


in the laws of nature. He perfectly well underſtood 


| ferent in a ales; but when he Enn Ser nothing on: 
| either ide. | 1 


Ay had been apprehended OY: the wateh Ton: diverly | 
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a tragic poet conceived.” This poor wreteh was char- 


felf; indeed "the. accuſed perſon bore abbut: Goel 
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as theſe laws are contained in a great variety: of 1 
che ſtatutes which relate to the office of a juſtice of 
peace making of themſelves at leaſt too large volumes- 
in folio, and that part of his Jariſdiftion which is ; 


founded on the common law being diſperſed in above 
a hundred volumes, I cannot jap; how this know- - 


ledge ſhould be acquired without reading; and yet, 
certain it is, Mr Thraſher never read one ſyllable of- 


This Perkapl Was e defectß but this was- not al: 3 
for where mere ignorance is to decide à point be- j 
tween two litigants, it will always be an even chance 
whether it decides right or wrong: but ſorry am Ito 
fay, right was often in a much worſe fituation than 9 
this, and wrong hath often had five hundred to one 
on his ſide before that magiſtrate; who, if he was 
ignorant of the law of England, was yet well verſed! 


that fundamental principle ſo ſtrongly laid down im 
the inſtitutes of the learned Rochefoucault; by Wen. 
the duty of ſelf- love is ſo ſtrongly enforced, | 1 
every man is taught to conſider himſelf as the centes 
of gravity, and to attract all things thither,” ? 
ſpeak the truth plainly, the Juſtice was never indif- _ 


2 


Such was . FP ce ito: 6. vovnibadacls] bar 
Mr Gotobed the conitable, on the day above-mens- 
tioned, brought ſeveral dehnquents, who, as we have ro | 


The fit who came upon his wind! was as. bl ody - 
a ſpectre as ever the imagination of Aa murderer. or 


ged with a battery by a much Router man than Rim. 


ſome evidence that he had been in an affray, his? 
eloaths bei very bloody: but certain open ite | 
on his own head ſuſiciently ſhewed whenee all che. 
ſcarlet ſtreams had iſſued: whereas the aceuler had. 
not the leaſt mark or appearance of any Wound. 
be Juſtice aſked” the e e what he meant By. 


1 breaking the Kin ag s pipes REELS he wan. 
© Bebe my ſhoul 1 do love the, King very well, and 
I have not been after breakin aun thing, of his 
thut I do know: but upon my ſhoul t . 
brake my head, and my head did brake 1 — ſtick 
* that is all, gra.“ He then offered to produce 
ſeveral witneſſes againſt this improbable accuſation "Þ 
but the Juſtice preſently interrupted him, ſayings 
_ * Sirrah, your tongue betrays your guilt. Tou are 
an Iriſhman, and that 1s AWAY ne evidence 
with me. 1 3B {tf 
The ſecond 1 was a poor e . was | 
| taken up by the watch as a ſtreet>walker. It was al- 
ledged againſt her that ſhe was found walking the 
ſtreets after twelve o'clock, and the i. de- 
dclared he believed her to be a common ſtrumpet. 
She pleaded in her defence (as was really the truth) 
that the was a ſervant, and was ſent by her mi- 
ſtreſs, who was a little ſhopkeep upon the 
point of delivery, to fetch a midwife ; -which the of- 
fred to prove by ſeveral of the. neighbours, if the 
_ was allowed to ſend for them. The Juſtice aſked, 
4 Sher why ſhe had not done it before. To which ſhe 
W- anſwered, ſhe had no money, and could get no meſ- 
= ſenger. The Juſtice then, called her ſeveral ſeurri- 
Jous names; and declaring ſhe was guilty within the 
ſtatute of freet- wallng.. ene . to Bridewell 
for a month. 15 
A4 genteel young man and woman were then ſet. 
9 forward, and a very grave looking perſon fwore he 
2 ht them in a fituation which we cannot as par- 
cularly deſcribe here as he did before the magi- 
= ama who having received a wink from his clerk, 
= dJeclared with much warmth that the fact was incre- 
= Adgible and impoſſible, He preſently diſcharged. the © 
accuſed parties, and was goin, without. any ev 
dence, to commit the accufer for perjury; but this 
dhe clerk diſſuaded him from, ſaying, He doubted 
whether a juſtice of peace had any ſuch power. 
The Juſtice at firſt differed in opinion; and faid, He, 
had ſeen a man ſtand in the pillory. about per., ur; 
Ps. he, had own a res fag. it too; 8 8 
ow - | 
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words, and 1 know a man cannot have no warrant 
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| 7 5 aq 
how came he there, if he was not committed hi- 
ther ? Why that is true, Sir, anſwered the clexxxk 
« and yet 1 have been told by a very great awer 
that a man cannot be committed for perjury be- 
© fore he is indicted; and the reaſon is, I believe, 

© becauſe. it is not againſt the peace before the in- 

dictment makes it ſo. Why that may be, cries 


— 


the juſtice; * and indeed perjury; is but ſcandalous 


af 
Fr 54 


for thoſe, unleſs you put for rioting ꝶ them into the 

© yArrant. N 5 „ E56 | 6 . ae eee, RO | 
The / witneſs was now about to be diſcharged, if 
when the lady whom he had accuſed, declared ſhe ©" 
would ſwear the peace againſt him; for that he had 
called her a whore ſeveral times. Oho! you will 
© {wear the peace, Madam, will you? cries the 
Juſtice, * Give her the peace preſently ; and prays _ 
Mr Conſtable, ſecure, the priſoner, now we have 
© him, while a warrant is made to take him upp? 
All which was immediately performed, and the poor. 
witneſs, for want of ſureties, was ſent to priſons. 
A young fellow, whoſe name was Booth, was now  * 
charged with beating the watchman' in the execution 
of his office, and breaking his lanthorn. This was 
depoſed by two witneſſes; and the ſhattered remains 

of a broken lanthorn, which had been longpreſerred 
for the ſake of its teſtimony, were produced to cor 
roborate the evidence. The Juſtice, perceiving the 
criminal to be but ſhabbily dreſſed, was going to coms 
mit him without aſking any further queſtions. + At 
length, however, at the earneſt requeſt of the accuſed, 


of JE * 


— 


+ Opus eſt interprete. By the laws of England abufive words 2} 
are not puniſhable by = magiſtrate; ſome commithoners af _ ® 
the peace therefore, when one ſcold hath applied to them for a, 
warrant againſt another, from a too eager defire of doingjuſ- - 
tice, have conſtrued a little harmleſs ſcolding into à riot, When 

is in law an outragious breach of the peace, committed by ſe- 
veral perſons, by three at the leaſt, nor can a leſs number be 
convicted of it; Under this word rioting, or riotting (for 1 4 
have ſeen it ſpelt both ways) many thouſands of old women 


have been arreſted and put to expence,” ſometimes in priſan; 


for a little intemperate uſe of their tongues, © This practice - 
zan to decteale in the year ˙œ m ul. > 
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©. © any of the watchmen; and ſolemnly declared, that 
2G ih ©. he Was offered Dis liberty at the Zn of; mene 3 


_ 


s: defences. 
E 7 ther! 1 as was in reality the 
caſe, That as he was walking home te His Jodgi ing, 
<. he ſaw two men in the fireeticruelly nu 
upon which he had ſtopt and 'endeavourec 10 . 
S the perſon who was ſo'unequally attacked ; that the 
6 watch came up during the affray, and took them 
all four into cuſtody; that they were immediately 
carried to the round · houſe, where the two origi- 
nal aſſailants, who appeared to be men of. fortune, 

found means to make up the matter, and were 
diſcharged by the conſtable; à favour! which he 
& himſelf, having na money in (his? pocket, was un 
d able to obtain. He utterly denied having aſſaulted 


erown.“ 
iS; Though the hae l bt 4 an n offender can Beer 
de taken againſt the oath of his; accuſer; yet the 


matter of this defence was ſd pertinent, and de- 


kvered with ſuch an air of truth and fincerityy. 
that, had the magiſtrate been endued with much ſa⸗- 
gacity, or hiad he been very "moderately gifted With 


bour in creſs- enamihing the watehmen; at leaſt he 
would: have given the defendant the time he deſired 
to ſend for the Other perſons who! were preſent A | 
the affray; neither of: which he did. In ſhort, the 


pect that ſhe ever appeared in ſordid apparel; nor 
did he ever ſully his ſublime notions of that virtue, 
Dy uniting them with) the mean 8 of ne 
And diſtreſs. » 4 43-1 L 4 i" "44 Ne a 99 
There ed 6h 
as. the poor man Mate in wheſe defence the 


broken lanthorn was inſtituted againſt him,” auc 


proved in the ſame manner; nor would the jüuſties | 
Hear one word in defence + but though his N 


Bas exhauſted, his breath was not p for agent t 
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another quality very neceſſary to all whe-are to ad- 
miniſter Juſtice, he would hade employed ſome la- : 


magiſtrate had too great an hongur for truth tg ſuſ- 
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mentioned culprit was N e His trial took 8 
but 4 very ſhort time. A eauſe of battery and . 
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lat WP n forth A read! many ollies of 
menaces and abuſe, . LES Rt | % QT 
The delinquents were ha all Aiſpatebed to pri- 
fon, under a guard of watchmen; and the Juſtice 
and the conſtable adjourned to a. N 19 
Houle t to take. thee e . 
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145 Booth (for we ſhall not. trouble 15 ay 


EL the reſt) . was no ſooner arrived in the priſon, 
than a number of perſons gathered round him, all 
demanding garniſh ; to which Mr Booth not ma. 
| king a ready anſwer, as indeed he did not under» 
| ftand the word, ſome were going to lay hold of him, = 
| when a perſon of apparent dignity came up and in- 
fiſted that no one ſhould affront the gentleman. 
This perſon then, who was no leſs than the walter 
or keeper of the pri iſon, turning towards Mr Booth. 
acquainted him, that it was the cuſtom of the 
place for every priſoner, upon his firſt arrival there, 
= to give ſomething to the former priſoners to make” 
0 them drink. This, he ſaid, was what they called 
garniſh; and concluded with adviſing his new cuſs 
tomer to draw his purſe upon the preſent oc a- 
fon. Mr Booth anſwered, that he would: very 
readity comply with this. en cuſtom, was it in 
his power: but that in reality he had not a ſhilling 
in his pocket, and what was worſe, he had not a 
corny. ag the world. Oho ! if that be the caſe,? 
cries the keeper, - it is another matter, and 1 have 
nothing to ſay,?. Upon which he immediately de- 
parted, and left poor Booth to the mercy! of his 
companions,: who, without loſs of time, applied 
themſelves to uncaſing, as they termed it, and with' | 
fuch dexterity, that his coat was not only ripped th %. 'J 
but out of ſight.in a minute. 25 ol 
Mr Booth was too weak to reſiſt, and too wis 
to complain .of this. uſage. As domes. therefore | as 
his Philoſophy, of which he hadmne_ 
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| 4 moment to for 
tions kinds of f Rorts and gambols 


_ qualities; for firft, As if nature had been careſul to 


Wurd her bliad ide; and ſetondiy, the ball cot 
fiſted almoſt entirely of white or rather yellow, 
With a little grey ſpot in the corner, ſo ſtall th: 
was ſcarce diſcernible. Noſe ſhe had none; 35. 
Venn, envious perhaps at her former charms, had. 5 


bone EA the reſt of her face: indeed i ir Was far 


: 10 46> for 7 55 8 5 
Ber vaſt bveaſts had long enge Weka e ̃ 
Bome, and bad ſettled thieves a little” hore: hp 
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1 ſhare; to bis aſſiſtance, and cefolvel 
to make himſelf as eaſy as: poſſible wunden his ö 


Could Eden thoughts, indeed) Na ſaffered him 
t Where he was, the diſpoſitiom 
of the other priſoners might have induced him X6- 
believe that he had been in a happier place: for 
much the greater part of his fellowaſufferers, inſtead 
of wailing: , and rep pining at their condition, were 
laughing, fin ring, and diverting themſelves with Vva- 


The firſt 9 — vrho accoſted ken- 1 Leue 
Bear- Eyed Molt; a woman of no very comely apy 
pearance. | Her eye {for ſhe had but one) whener 
ne derived her nickname, was fuck as that nick 

name beſpoke; beſides Which it had two remarkable 


provide: for her on defect, it conſtantly locked to- 


r gr e 288 84 


dätriech off the griſtly part; and loche earthly dau 
ul, perhaps 19055 the ſame envy, had levelled: «he. 


Wet the bones: 6 ch 
e higher than uſual 
ebony bed doe en thai 2 :thy 
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which Blear-Eyed-Moll was now arrayed... For the 
ſake, of our ſqueamith reader, we ſhall not deſcend 
to particulars. Let it. ſuffice to ſay, nothing more 
ragged, or more dirty, was ever emptied out of the! 4 
round- houſe at-St:Giles's.. 5 „ . N 3 "on 
We have taken the more pains to deſeribe this 
perſon, for two remarkable reaſons; the one is, that. 
this unlovely creature was taken in the fact with #* 
very pretty young fellow; the other, which is more 
productive of morableflon, is, that however wretched 
her fortune may appear to the reader, the was ane. of 
[the merrieſt perſons in the whole priſon . 

: Blear-Eyed-Moll / then; came up to Mr Booth 
with a ſmile, or rather grin on her countenance, and 
aſked him for a dram of gin; and when Booth af. 
ſured her that he had not a penny of money, ſhe» 
replied, —* D——mn your eyes, I thought by your” 
: look you had. been a clever fellow, and upon/the » 


„ ſuaffling. lay ; at leaſt: but d-—n' your body 
* and eyes, I find you are; ſore ſneaking budge rf 
: raſcal.” She then launched forth a volley of dread-- 
ful oaths, interlarded with ſomę language not pro. 
per to be repeated here, and was going to lay hold © 
on poor Booth, When a tall priſoner, who: hae 
been very. earneſtly eyeing Booth for ſome tim, | 
| came up, and: taking her by the ſhoulder, flung her 
_ her let the gentleman. alone. Ds 
_ This perſon was not himſelf of the moſt inviting - 
aſpect. He was long viſaged, and pale, with a red 1 
beard of above a fortnight's growth. He was attired: © 
in a browniſh black coat, which would have ſhewed, - 
more holes than it did, had not the linen which 
Y -opoared through ir, been entirely of che fame coloup: | 
Vith che clo.. Ree 
This gentleman, whoſe name was Robinſon, ad-. 
dreſſed himſelf very civilly to Mr Booth, and tele 
him he was ſorry to ſee one of his appearance in tax |} 
place: For as to your being without your cart 


A ant term for robbery on the high war. 
8 ® *x 0 . he = 0 3 5 WAR 
f Another cant term for pilfering. 
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Am ed dreſs is the leaſt part which diſtin guiſhes '@ 
dh gentleman.” - At which words he caſt a algen 
look on his on coat, as if he deſired they ſhould 
be applied to himſelf. He then geren "ne the 15 
lowing Manner? 

1 perceive, Sir, you . Ut juſt e in a this 
* diſmal place, which is, indeed, rendered more 
deteſtable by the wretches who inhabit it, than 
© by any other circumſtance; but even thefe a wiſe: 
©: man” will foon bring himſelf to bear with indiffes 
* rence :. for what! is, is: and what muſt be, muſt 
ebe. Te knowledge of this, which, ſimple as it 
5 / appears; is in truth the heighth of all philoſophy, 
*: renders a wiſe man ſuperior to every evil which 


© cident is the cauſe of your coming hither ; but 
45 whatever it was, you may be aſſured it could not 
be otherwiſe: for all things happen by an inevi-' 


| <-impullſe of Fate, than a een can che kores 
of its driver.” _ j- 

_ * Befides the obligation which Mr Robigſtn, had 
conferred on Mr Booth, in delivering him from 


ſtanding the meanneſs of his dreſs, ſeemed to dif) 
tinguiſh him from the crowd of wretches who 
ſwarmed in thoſe regions; and above. all, the ſen- 


coincided with thoſe of Mr Booth. This play - 
was What they call a free-thinker : that is to ſay, a 

deiſt; or, perhaps, an atheiſt ; for though he did 
not abſolutely deny the exiſtence of a God, yet. 


which, if it is not downright Atheiſm, hath a diręct 


tendency towards it; and, as Dr Clarke obſerves; 
may ſoon be driven. into it. And. as to. Mr Booth, 


religion, (for he was an honeſt man), yet his nouong 
M. it were anal W and uncertain. N 
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2 bock te | 
Sir,  fays he, I can eaſily account for chat; and 


can befal him. I hope, Sir, no very dreadful ac- 


<table fatality; and a man can no more reſiſt the | | 


the inſults. of Blear-Eyed Moll, there was ſomes! 
thing in the manner of Non which, notwith⸗ 


SG 0 


timents wkich he had juſt declared, very nearly 


he entirely denied his providence. . A doctrine, 


though he was in his heart an extreme well-wither to: 


oy WY, te „„ hath 0) AM 8h wt et 


* 
g 5 8 48-3 
- K 2 N „ 
1 | | 5 4 
a „ 
N ; 8 4 x my 
* 0 L : A 
£ 2 : « 


Ss A 


be was in the warring * adi 76 i wy ny deeived 


by Claudian: "I 


+ 6. 1 As bhi e a | 

2 3 viam non ſponte . 
Alterius ; vacuo gue currere ſemina motu . . 
Afirmat; magnumęque novas per inane furas * 
Fortuna, non arte, regi ; que numiua ſen ss 
_ Ambigud, vel uulla putat, vel neſcia noftrie- 


This way of thinking, or rather of doubting, he 1 
had contracted from the fame reaſons which Au- q 
| dian aſſigns, and which had induced Brutus, in his 2 
latter days, to doubt the exiſtence of that virtue 
which he had all his life cultivated. In ſhort, poor 
Booth imagined, that a larger ſhare of misfortunes . 
had fallen to his lot than he had merited ; and this 
led him, who (though a good clathcal ſcholar) was + 
| not deeply learned in religious matters, into a a 
| advantageous opinion of Providence, A” danger. += 
| ous way of reaſoning, in which our concluſions ars 
not only too haſty, from an imperfect view of things; 
but we are likewiſe liable to much error from par- 
tiality to ourſelves; viewing our virtues and vices as 
through a perſpechꝰe, in which we turn the glaſs 
always to our own advantage, fo as to dimipifh the 
one, and as greatly to magmfy the other. 
From the above reaſons, it can be IT onder 
that Mr Booth did not decline the acquaintance” of 
this perfon; in a place wich- could not promiſe to 
afford him any better. He anſwered Kim, therefore, 
with great courteſy, as indeed he was of à very good | 
and gentle diſpoſition and after expreſſing A civil © 
ſurpriſe at meeting him there, declared himſelf to 
be of the ſame opinion with regard to the necefſity 
of human actions; adding, however, that he did not 
believe men were under any blind impulſe or direction 
of fate; but that every man adted merely from thy 
ſorce of that: paſſion which was upper muff in bis mig. 
and could do no otherwiſe. © * 
A diſcourſe now enſued between een men, 
on the neceſſity ariſing from the impulſt of fate, ane 
n ariſing * 5 N of * which 
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as it will make a pre 


reſerve for ſome future pp e When this was 


* 


ended, they ſet forward to ſurvey the gaol, and the 
priſoners, with the ſeveral caſes of whom Mr Robin= 
ſon, who had been ſome time under 2 
undertoek to Ae Mr Booth acquainted. || 


Diele, ng farther ſecrets ef the Prionbouſe. 


HE Grlt perſons whom they paſt by were 
1 three men in fetters, who were enjoying 
| themſelves very merrily over a bottle of wine, and 
A pipe of tobacco, - Theſe, Mr Robinſon informed 
his friend, were three ftreet-robbers, and were all 


certain of being hanged the enſuing ſeſſions. 8 
inconſiderable an object, ſaid he, is miſery to A 
2 £ minds, when it is at any diſtance. | 
A little. farther they beheld a my proſtrate « on oh 


ground, whoſe heavy groans, and frantic actions, 
plainly. indicated the higheſt diſorder of mind. 
This perſon was, it ſeems, committed for a ſmall 
_ felony; and his wife, who then lay-in,-upon hearing 
the news, had thrown herſelf from a, window; two 


pair of ſtairs high, by which means he bias in all 


probability, loſt both her and his child. 


A very pretty girl chen advanced FX; WR them, 
axvhoſe beauty Mr Booth could not help admiring 


the moment he ſaw her; declaring, at the ſame time, 


he thought ſhe had great innocence in her counte - 
nance. Robinſon ſaid ſhe was committed thither as an 
idle and diſorderly perſon, and a common ſtreet- 


walker. As the paſſed by Mr Booth ſhe damn'd his 


eyes, and en a volley of words, very one of 


which was too indecent to be repeated. 


They beheld. now a little creature Oey by We | 


ſelf i in à corner, and crying bitterly, This girl, Me 
Robinſon ſaid, was committed, becauſe her father: 


„ 


e who was in the grenadier guards, had ſworn 


that he was afraid; of his life, or of ſome bodily: 
| nn? which 12 1 4⁰ as and 1 85 ae x 
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no e the peace: far which deren 
Juſtice 'Thraſher had committed her to priſon, +4 .* 
A great noiſe now aroſe.” occahoned, by the pri- 
ſoners all flocking to ſee à fellow whipt for petty / 
larceny, to which he was condemned by the court 
of quarter ſeſſions; but this ſoon ended in the diſ” * 
se- . of the ſpectators: for the fellow, afl 
being ſtript, having advanced another i-ponces 


| diſcharged untouched. _ . 


This was immediately -foll wed 4 by Sting: butle. 
Blear- Eyed Moll, 6d ſeveral of her companions; 
having got poſſeſſion of a man who was committed 
for certain odious unmanlike practices, not fit te 
be named, were giving him various kinds of diſ- 
eipline, and would probably have put an end to him 
had he not been een out of dent een bes bag 
ae . 25 

When This buſtle. was: att allayed, My Booths, 3 
took notice of à young woman in = ſiting on 
the ground, and- ſupporting. the head of an PT "man 
in her lap, -who-appeared to- begiving up the ghoſt, 
Theſe, Mr Robinſon | informed him, were father 
and daughter; that che latter was committed -for - 
ſealing. a loaf, in order to ſupport the former, and 
the formen for receiving it knowing!it to be ſtolen. 
A well-dreſs'd man then walked ſurlily by them, 
whom Mr Robinſon reported to have been com- 
mitted on. an indictment. found againſt him fer a 
moſt horrid perjury; but, ſays Pg e expect him 
to be bailed to-day? * © Good heaven I, cries-Booth, 
can ſuch villains find: bail, and is no arſon; chari- 
table enough to bail that poor father and daughter?“ 
Oh! Sir, anſwered Robinſon, -* the: offence. of the 
c * daughter, being felony. i is held net te“ be bailable 

in law z, whereas: perjury is a miſdemeanor only; 


* and ther efore perſons Who are even indicted for it, 


Dare, nevertheleſs, capable of being bailed. Nay, of 

all perjuries, that of which this man is indicted is. 

the worſt.: for it was with an intention of ta 

© away the life of an innocent perſon by:ferm: of law. 4 

0 "As to purjuries, in civil matters, they axe hot ſo v 
. | They are not,” ſaid Booth : : . 4 

2 | ee 
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i ©hig Den "Surely row Wore to be di. 
« ſtnguithed,” anfwered Robinſon, «from the others: 
„for What is taking away a little property ee A 
man compared to taking away his life, and his res 
putation, and ruining his family into the bargain—3 | 
4 2811 7 there can be no compariſon in the crimes, 
"and I think there ought to be none in the puniſh» 
ment. However, at preſent, the puniſhment of alt 


perjury is only piltory, and tranſportation for ſeven, 


7s 


_ © years; and as it is a traverſable andbailable offence, 
* methods are often found to eſcap td kane m 
at alls. Rot 172 
- Booth. expreſſed great ene at "this, hu 
his attention was ſuddenly diverted by the moſt 
Wiſcrable object that he had yet ſeen. | This was 
2 org almoſt naked, and who bore in his coun» 
Joined to an appearance of honelty, the 
deres! poverty, hunger, and diſeaſe. He had; 
moreover, a wooden leg, and two or three ſcars. 
on his forehead. The caſe of this ag man is, in- 
deed, unhappy Aabugkk, > faid Robinſen. He hath 
« ſerved his country. teſt his limb, and received ſeve= 
ral wounds at the ſiege of Gibraker. ' When he 
© was diſcharged/from the hoſpital abroad, he came 
„ over te get into that of Chelſea, but could not im- 

s mediately, as none of his officers were then in 
s Englar In the mean time, he was one day appre- 
* hended' and committed hither on ſuſpicion of ſteal- 

ing three herrings from a fiſhmonger. He was. 
tried ſeveral months ago for this e and ac-_ 
© quitted; indeed his innocence manifeſtly appeared 
dat the trial; bit he "way bronghy e 
© fees, and here he hark Min ever ſince.” 
Booth expreſſed great horror at this account, and 
Pn if he had only fo much money in his poc-. 
ket, he would Pay" his foes for bim; duk ane : 


ad See = 5 a 


* By romodiig the We 0 8 we 
W the trial is ſo long — , and the coſts are — 

enereaſed, that proſeeutors are often. nm — 
A from Pures ing, Fer erbup ſaptenths . 
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that ben was not bee e 50 ing in 


Robins heſitated a moment, and hin Kad, hs 5 


> ſmile, „Jam going to make you, Sir, a very odd 


propoſal after your laſt. declaration; but What 


© ſay you to 4 game at cards it will. ferve: to paſs a: 


© tedious hour, and may divert your thongs from 
more unpleaſant ſpeculations.” | 
I do not imagine Booth would have a agreed to this * 


fdr though ſome love of. gaming had been formerly? 


amongſt his faults ; yet he was not ſo-egregiouſly ad- 
dicted to that view as to be tempted by the ſhabby” 


| plight of Robinſon; who: had, i. T: may ſe expreſs- 


myſelf, no charms for a gameſter:- If he had, how . 
ever, any ſuch inclinations, he Had no opportunity t 3 
follow them; for before. he could make any anfwer 
to Robinſon” : propoſal, a ſtrapping wench came up to 


Booth, and taking hold of his arm; aſked: him wart | 


walk aſide with her; ſaying, * What a por, are you 


© ſuch a freſh: cull that you do not know this fellow 2? 
| © why, he is 4 gambler, and committed for cheating. 


© at play. There bs | oy fuck. 4 'plckpoeket in the: | 


| & whole quad“ 


A ſcene of 3 now n 3 ad 5 
binſon and the lady, which ended in à bout at fili - 
cuffs, in which the Wa was e ſuperior t to the 
philoſopher. | | 

While the two combatants were: engaged grave 
looking man, rather better dreſ d than the majority of 
the company. came up to Mr Booth, and taking 
him aſide, ſaid, l am Jorry,: Sir, to. ſee a -gentleman;” : 
6 as you appear to be, in ſuch i intinaey with that: 
© raſcal, who makes no ſoruple of diſowning all re- 


vealed religion. As for crimes; they are human 


errors, and bgnify” but Ittle; nay; perhaps the: 
© worſe a man 4s: by nature, the1 more room there is for- 2 
"race. The ſpirit is acttve, and loves beſt to in- 


habit thoſe minds where it may meet with the moſt! 2 | | 
Work. Whatever your. crime be, /therefore, I would 


not have you deſpair 3c but. rather rejoice at it: for 
„ it may be che me 


„ 
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He n 
| witho 
| ring himſelf a methodiſt. 


| har at ee Pan aer Wand . with a commanding 


. 


zu on for a derable time wit 
Waiting for an anſwer, and. ended in d 


uſt. as the methodiſt "Wh 


She was. n well dreſs g, and did not in the 
reſergble thoſe females whom Mr Booth had biz 
therto. ſeen, The conſtable. bad no ſooner delivered 


voice, for or the keeper ; and, when he arrived, ſhe: 


ſaid to him, Well, Sir, whither am I to be conducted? 
I I hope I am not to take up up my Tedgir way theſe 


6, ee The keeper anſwered wit | of 
ſurly reſpect, Madam, we have rooms ogg oſe 


YN that can afford to pay for them,” At theſe words 


ſhe pulled a  handſore purſe from her, pocket, im 


which many guineas chinked, ſaying, wich an air be 
indignation, that ſhe was not come thither- on ae 
count of poverty.” The keeper no ſooner viewed; 


the purſe, than his features may all ſoftened in ans 


_ inſtant; and with all the courteſy of which. he as 


matter, he deſired the lady to walk with him, aſſurir 


her chat the ound. have the beſt aperimgnt in his 
Mr. Beoth was now left alone; for the methodiſt 


had forfaken him, having, as the phraſe of the ſect: 


is, ſearched him to the bottom. In SY og 008 
| thorou By eee oue of Mr Boot 


* being alt the moveables 


Booth was ſtanding near the gate of the adi” 
when the. young lady above. mentioned was introduced 


into the yard. He viewed her features very atten-+ 


tively, aud was perſu:Jed that be knew. her. She 


C indeed ſo remarkably handſome, that it was 
1 45 poſſible for any who had ever ſeen her to for- 
Wl. + her. N the under · keepers, 
if the name of the priſoner lately arrived was not 
| Matthews; to which he was anſwered, that her name 
Was not Matthews but e . * * * 
N for e 
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| a beautiful young woman was u ered. into wt aer 
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Containing certain adventures wh ieh ? 


Tu reise, 6s. hs . reer 


began te grow uneaſy for want of her 9 noun 


the innermoſt paper. He was vaſtiy furprifed at this 


be ust barg. inforn made Mt BRbOH 
his memory mere 2 che Torn: Loa wore 
very poflible that ſhe might have changed Her tame 7. 
but he hardly thought ſhe could have e far hanf 
her nature as te be guilty of a crime ſs very in 
uous with her former gentle manner : "Rr Mit 
Fiacthews had both the bir ch. 9 edricatlon of = g6 
tle woman. He cone „therefore, that he way 
certainly mieten, ee W e ang . 
renee , VVV 
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melancholy contemplation on his preſent condi. 
tion. He was deſtitute of the common neceffaries of . 
kfe, and conſequently unable to ſubſiſt here he wass 
nor was there a ſingle perſon in town to Wwhom he 
could, with any noble hope, apply for his deli 
very. Grief fer ſome time baniſhed the — -Z 
food from” his mind; but, in the morain 


ment: for he had not ate a morſel during the lafl 
forty hours. A penny loaf, which is, it ſeems,” the © 
— allowance to he 8 in cee was 


laſt diſcovereda guinea, wrapped up with-greas duvet” 
light, as he had few, if any friends, from whom he' - 
could expect ſuch a favour, flight as it was; and not 
ore of his friends, as he was apprized; knew of his 
confinement. As there was no dire don to che packet, 
nor a word of writing contained in it, he began 60 
* . that it was delivered to the wrong 8 : 
d, being one of the moſt untainted honeſty, he |} 
found out che man; who: 1 e and ag "Ml 


7 


4 


c 
4 A 


examined him ee bers who biougke | it... 
dhe meſſage delivered with it. The man gh 
Booth that he had made no miſtake; ſaying, If your 
name is Booth, Sir, I am poſitive you are the one: 
©. tleman. to whom the parcel I gave you belongs: 
The moſt: ſcrupulous: honeſty would, perhaps, im 
ſuch a ſituation, have been well enouglr ſatisfied in 


finding no owner for the guinea; ; efpecially when pro- 


alamation. had been made in che priſon, that Mi 
Booth had received a packet without any direction; 
ro which, if any perſon had any claim, and wouldi 
_ diſcover the contents, he was ready to deliver it to 
fach claimant, No ſuch claimant. being found, ( 
mean none who knew the contents; for many ſwore 
that they expected juſt ſuch a packet, and believed it 
to be their ) Mr. Booth very _ reſolved 
to apply the money to his own uſe. - 

The firſt thing after redemption of tlie coat, Which. 
Mr Booth, hungry as he was, thought of, was tos 
ſupply himſelf with ſnuff, which. he had long, to wy 
great ſorrow, been without. On this. occaf fion, he 
preſently: miſſed that iron box which the methodiſt 


had ſo dextrouſly conveyed out of his e as "we. | 


mentiqned:! in the laſt chapter. —- © 4 
Hie no ſooner miſſed this-box, than ke: rrnmedtacelys 
Huſpeated. that the gambler was the perſen who hack 


ſtolen it; nay, ſo well was he affured of this man's. 


uilt, that ir may, perhaps, be improper to ſay he 
uad ſuſpected it. Thou gh. Mr Booth was; as we: 
_have hinted, a man of a very. ſweet diſpoſition; yet 


Was he rather over- warm. Having, therefore, nd 


deubt concerning the perſon of the chief, he eagerly 
e him out, and W Auen e . WAY 
the fact. : 

The gambler, hom 1 think we ſhould now cal 


| the Philoſopher, received this charge without the. leaſt 4 
viſible emotion either of mind or muſele. After 4 
Hort pauſe of a few moments, he anſwered, witls 
great ſolemnity, as follows: Young man, Jam en- 


tirely unconcerned at Four Zroundleſs ane 
© He that cenſures a ſtranger, as I ami to you, wit 


c 12 any cauſe, makes a worſe compliment to hin- 


ef chan to the IO? Lou know ran 
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0 kind vou * not me. 
6 heard ihe accaſed ee ameſt 
« but who is my accuſer ? look at my apparel, end. 
do thieves and gameſters wear ſuch cloaths as theſe 2 
« play is my folly, not my. vice; «is my impulſe, 
and I have been a martyr to it. Would a gameſter - 
© have aſked another te play when he could have loſk 
« eighteen. pence and won, nothing? however, it you. 
« are not ſatisfied you may ſearch my pockets; the 
© outlide of all but one will ferve your turn, and in 
© that one, there is the eightęen pence: F told you. of. 
He then turned up his eloaths; and his an . 
tirely reſembled the pitchers: of the Belides. 5 
Booth was a little ſtaggered at this-deferice, 55 He 
faid, the real value of the iron box was too inconſider= 
able to mention; but that he had. a capricieus value. 
for it, for the ſake of the perſon. who gave it him: 
for though it is not, ſaid he, worth fix pence, k 
would willingly e een t any e N 
bring it me again . 
Robinſon anfwered, : If that be the caſes you have 
nothing more to do but to ſignify your intention in 
the priſon ;, and. I am was. 3 Fr will not. 
be long without regaining the poſſeſſton of yo 


c ſnuff- box. 17 | Rn ; | 
imm liately 1 25 We 
fucceſs, the methodiik. preſently. 2 the box x 
which, he ſaid, he had 1 and £ have re- 
turned it before, had be known the perſon to whom 
it belonged; adding, with uplifted eyes, chat the ' 
Wpirit would not ſuffer him knowingly to detain the 
Do ode of another, however ee. che value 
as. Why fo, friend ?* faid Robinſon. Haze 
not heard you oftew- ſay,” the wickeder a mf 
* was, the better, provided he was what you call 4 
© believer.” ou miſtake met cries Cooper (fort 
hat was the name of the methodiſt) no man can he 
wicked after he is poſſeſſed hy the ſpirit» There is 
© a wide difference between the days of fin; and the 
days of grace. have been a ſiniſer myſelf. * 
© believe thee,” cxies Robinſon, witha ſneer. I care 
"_ eee the other, * what an eee 


e 7 
8 5 2&0 ** 
2 9 ; : 
9 * | : 2 * 


* * IVY 
n 2 3h : by bs dh ee 
as? 2 5 9 on HO 

* 


4 RY 4 PMA = 
8 a, 
e 
© RES 1 


. ; F? _ | 
22 AMEL I Bec 


I ſuppoſe you would infinuate that I floke the fnuff- 
© box; but I value not your malice; the Lord knows 
my innocence.” He then walked off with the re- 
ward; and Booth turning to Robinſon, very earneſtly | 
aſked/pardon for his groundleſs ſuſpieion; which the 
other, without any heſitation, accorded him, ſaying, 
© You never accuſed me, Sir; you ſuſpected ſome 
* gambler, with whoſe character I have no concern. } 
I ſhould be angry with a friend or acquaintance who! 
_ © ſhould give a haſty credit to any allegation againſt 
me; but I have no reaſon to be offended with you 
for believing what the woman, and the raſcal who 
is juſt gone, and who is committed here for a pick- 

pocket, which you did not perhaps know, told you 
© to my diſadvantage. And if you thought me to be 
* a gambler, you had juſt reaſon to ſuſpect any ill of 
© me: for I myſelf am confined here by the perjury 
of one of thoſe villains; who having cheated” me 
_ © of my money at play, and hearing that I intended 

© to apply to a magiſtrate againſt him, himſelf began 

© the attack, and obtained a warrant againſt me of 
< Juſtice Thrafher, who, without hearing one ſpeech B 
in my defence, committed me to this place.” 

IJ o>th teſtified great compaſſion at this account; 
and he baving invited Robinſon to dinner, they ſpent 
that day together. In the afternoon Booth indulged 
his friend with a game at cards; at firſt for half-pence; 
and afterwards for ſhillings, when fortune fo favoured 
Robinſon, that he did not leave the other a ſingle 

A ſurpriſing run ef luck in a gameſter, is often 
miſtaken for ſomewhat elſe, by perſons who are not 
over zealous believers in the divinity of fortune. 
I have known a ſtranger at Bath, who hath happened 

_ fortunately (I might atmoſt ſay unfortunately) to have 
four by honours in his hand almeſt every time he 
dealt, for a whole evening; ſhunned unwerfally by 

the whole company the next day. And certain it is, 
that Mr Booth, though of a temper very little mch- 
ned to ſuſpicion, began to waver in his opinion, whe- 
ther the character given by Mr Robinſon of himfelt; 
er that which the othess gave of him, was the truer, 
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- In the' morning, hunger 
and found him again in the ſame fituation as before. 
After ſome deliberation, therefore, he reſolved to aſk 
Robinſon to lend him a, ſhilling or two of that money 
which was lately his own. And this experiment, he 
thought, would confirin him either in a good or evil 
opinion of that gentleman.” ho 7 ned ne 
| To this demand, Robinſon anſwered, with great 
alacrity, that he ſhould very gladly have complied, 
had not fortune played one of her jade tricks with 
him: for ſince my winning of you, ſaid Ke 4 
= have been ftript not only of your money, but my 
own.“ He was going to harangue farther; but 
Booth, with great indignation, turned from him. 
This poor gentleman had very little time to re- 
flect on his own miſery, Or the raſcality, as it ap- ; 
peared to him, of the other, when the ſame perſon, 
who had the day before delivered him the guinea from 
the unknown hand, again acceſted him; and told hin 
a lady in the houſe (fo he expreſſed himſelf) delired 
the favour of his company. > 2&7 1 ou HY. © 
Mr Booth immediately obeyed the meſſage, and 
was conducted into a room in the priſon, where he 
was preſently convinced that Mrs Vincent was no 
other than. his old acquaintance Miſs Matthews. 
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Containing the extraordinary behaviour of Miß Mats 
thews on her meeting with Booth, and ſom 


not ible for a waman to appear to be what ſhe really is, 
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18H T or nine years had paſt 


quainted Dur Booth, that having heard there was a 
priſon who knew her by the name of 
el riofity to enquire 5 h 


14 


"I ids 85 the Buse; = uy —— re. 
collected him, and being informed of his diſtreſef 
FTavation, for which ſhe exprefled great concern, the 
had/fent him that gumea which he had received the 
day before; and then proceeded to excuſe herſelf for 
not having "deſired to ſee him at that time, when ſhe. 
was under the greateſt diforder and hurry of ſpirits. 
Booth made many hand ſome mene re eee of 
her favour 3 and added, that he very little wondered 
at the diforder of. hey ſpirits, concluding, thar he 
was heartily concerned-at ſeeing | her nere; bu * but I 
hope, Madam,” faid he- ·— 
| Here he heſitated; upon Vak. 'borktng 3 into an 
_ agony of tears, the ated out, O Captain, Captain, 
many extraordinary things have paſt fince laſt | ſaw 
* you: O gracious Heaven! did I ever expect chat 
this would be the next place of our meeting!“ 
She then flun herſelf into her chair, where fe 


gare a looſe to her paſſion, whilſt he, in the moſt 
aàffectionate and tender manner, endeavoured to ſooth 


and comfort her; but paſſion itſelf did, probfibly, 
- More for its on relief than all his friendly conſolas 

tions. Having vented this in a lar age e flood of tears; 
ſhe became pretty well compoſed; Booth unhap- | 
* mentioning her father, ſhe again relapſed into an 
Agony, and cried out, © Why ? why will you repeat 

<. the name of that dear man? I have diſgraced him 
« Mr Booth, Lam unworthy the name of his daugh- 
ter. — Here paſſion again Ropped. her words, and 
charge itſelf in tears. 

After this ſecond vent of ſorrow or ſhame; or, if 
the reader pleaſes, 152 rage 2 once more recovered 
from her agonies, . the truth, theſe are, Ib 
lieve, as Le A ſe Nature, as any tho 
hich, are ſo called by the phyſicians; and do.more| 
effectually relieve the _ than any remedins with 
| which, the whole Materia Wit, of. philoſophy can 
fopply ir. a 

When Mrs Vale: fad ge "hee facult 
- the: perceived Booth 1 
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Chap. 6. : Re . M E 1 Wi A. 
-berſelf to him with an air * 
bewitching Fox ineſs, of which ſhe was a perfect mi» 
ſtreſs, ſhe nid, 1 do not wonder at your amazement; 
Captain Booth; nor indeed at the concern which 
© you. io plainly diſcover; for me: for I. well know the 
goodneſs of your nature; but, O Mr Booth} be- 
lieve me, when you know What hath happened fince 
our, laſt meeting, your concern will be raiſed, how 
ever your e may 1 85 0, Sir, you. on 8 
a ſtranger to the cauſe. of my ſorrow- . 
I hope I am, Madam, anſwered he; four 1 Pe 
. not believe what I have heard in the priſon—lurely 
murder at Which words ſhe. ſtarted from her chair, . 
repeating, murder! Oh! it is muſie in my: ears. 
ge have heard then the cauſe of my commitment, 
Y glory, my delight, my reparation I. Ter my 

145 friend, this 1 4S the hand, this is the arm that 
drove the. penknife, to his kexrr. Unkind fortune 
that not one drop of his blood reached my hand. 
Indeed, Sir, I would never have waſhed it from 
it. But though 1 have not the happineſs to ſeit 
_ my hand, I haye the, glorious ſatisfaction of res: 
| mernbering L ſaw it run in rivers-0n. the floor; I fu 
it forſake his cheeks. I ſaw_ him fall a martyr to 
my revenge. And is the killing avillain to be cal. 
led murder? perhaps the 155 calls it ſo—Let, it 
call it what it will, OF me as it pleaſes. 
Puniſh nie Ino, n r is not in the power of 
man — not of that monſter man, Mr Booth, I am 
undone, am revenged, and have now. no more bu- 
kw for life; let them take, it from me when he 45 

Our poor 8 8 pale with 8 * 

this ſpeech, and the ejaculation of Good Heavens 


5 op . 2 


what do 1 hear burſt Ipvtancoully from his lips; 


nor can we Wonder at this, though he was the bravelt- 
of men; for her voice, her looks, her geltures, were 


properly adapted to the ſentiments the exprefſed; Such 2 a 


indeed was her image, that neither could Shakeſpeare 


den nor Hogarth Wanted nor are AS 3 a 
igher perfection. 6: „„ 
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formerly knew one another? tell me, do vo . 
my wretched ſtory ? tell me that, my friend. 


f E. 255. under a ſerene {ky, tht 


„ What wit ey Rid the; . . You heur 
tie teſentwent of the moſt injured of women. Vo 


have heard, you ſay, of the murder z but do v0 
© know che eauſe, Mr Booth ? have you, nice vou 
return to England, viſited that country where we 


Booth heſitated for an anfwer; indeed he bad 
ard _ ifperfe@ ſtories, not much to her 


_»wantage. \ She waited not till he had formed a ſpeech; 
Une fed: Whatever you may have heard, you can- 


not be -acquainted with all the ſtrange 'accidents 
4 'xphich have occaſioned your ſeeing me in a place, 


Which, at our laſt parting, was fo unlikely chat 1 
fſhould ever have been found in; nor ean you know 


the cauſe of all that I have uttered; and which; I 
am convinced, you never expected to have heard 


from my mouth, If theſe erb e N your. 
1 curioſity, I will ſatisfy it. 


He anſwered, that eurioſity was low! mean a ward 


tO expreſs His ardent defire of knowing her ſtory. 


Upon which, with" very little previous ceremony, ſhe 


began to to relate what is ritten f in che 1 


chapter. "$41 
But before we pat an el to this, it may be'neceſ- 


Huy to whiſper a word or Two to the critics, 'who 


have, perhaps, begun to'expreſs no leſs aftoniſhment 
than Mr Booth, that a lady, in whom he had re- 


marked 'a moſt extraordinary power oft difplaying 


ſoftneſs, ſhould, the very next moment after the 


| Vords were out of our mouth, expreſs ſentiments he- 


coming the lips of a Dalila, Jezebel, Medea, Semi- 
rumis, Paryſatis, Tanaquil, Livilla, Meffalina, Agrip- 


Pina, Brunichilde, Elfrida, Lady Macbeth, Joan of 


Naples, Chriſtina of Sweden, Katharine Hays, Sara 


Malcolm, Con. Phillips *, or any other heroine of 
he tender ſex,” which "kiltory, ſacred or profan 
"ancient or modern, falſe or true, hath recorded. 
2 We- defire ſuch erities to remember, that it it t 5 
ſame Engliſh climate, in Which, on the lovely 16th 
wand ous i JP 
ion] "Sheng leaſt. N 
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kiſſing the odoriferons zephyr's breath, 


noſegay of white roſes to deck Rer. brealt of 


Celia; and ĩ In. which, On the 14th of June, the ver x | 
next day, the boilletoin Boreas, rouſed by the hollow-- 


| thunder, ruſhes horrible through the air, and driving 


the wet tempeſt before him, levels the hope of the 
huſbandman with the earth, dreadful. remembrance: 
of the conſequences. of the Revolution. 

Again, let it be. remembered, that it is the ſell: ſan; | 
Celia, all tender, ſoft, and delicate; N with as 
voice, the ſweetneſs of which the Sirens, 2 „ 
warbles the harmonious ſong in praiſe of. e Young: 
adventurer; and again, the next day, or, | 
the next hours with fiery. eyes, wrinkled, brows, . and 
foaming lips, roars forth. treaſon and nonſenſe. in 4 
palrcal arg with fame. fair opp, & and 

iple. n Ta 

„Or, i; the. critic, be Whig, a and; ſ thy Pe 


likes ſuch kind, of fimilies, as being too favourable ta- 
E let him de contented. with, the. Kalloni ring. 


e 
1 bann in. my u to ſit behind two n 
a ſide · box at a play, where, in the halany on — 


| polite fide was placed the inimitable 


in company with a; young. fellow. of, no very. forn 
er indeed ſober, appearance. One of th ies, E 
ne member, ſaid. to the other . Did vom ever ſee an 

* thing look ſo. modeſt and ſo. innocent as that girl 
over the way? what pity. it is ſuch a creature ſhould: 
© be in the waz of ruin, as Iam. airaid ſhe is, by ber 
being alone: with that young fellow Nom this. 
lady vas na bad phyſioguomiſt ; for it was- impoſſible: 2 
to conceive a greater appearance of modeſty, inno- 
cence, and ſimplicity, than what nature had difplayed: 
in the countenance of that girls and yet,, all appear - 
ances notwithſtanding, I myſelf (remember, . critics. 
ir was in my youth) had a few, mornings befor e ſeen 
that very identical: picture of all thaſe e engaging quay 
kues in bed with a rake ag a bagnio, — — | 
baeco, drinking punch, obſcenity, and ſwe 

ing and curſing: with all the impudence and p- 
* * el and moſt” 6. in troll. 0 

| 2 
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* Fin ber Nas 


VI  infide, as ſecurely as it was before barred. 
the ourfide, proceeded as follows : 


Jou may imagine, 1 am going to begin ; inp | 


© hiſtory at the time when you left the country; but 
IJ cinnot help reminding you of ſomething which | 


- 


6 Kappened before. You will ſoon recollect the inci- 


dent; but I believe you little know the conſequence 
4.08 either at that time or ſince. Alas! I could keep 


© ſecret then: now I have no ſecrets; the world 


© knows all; and it is not worth my while to conceal 


any thing. Well !— Tou will not wonder, I be⸗ 


« heve.—I proteſt I can hardly tell it you even 
- * now.——-Hut 1 am convinced. you have too good an 
opinion of yourſelf to be ſurpriſed at any conqueſt 

you may have made,—- 
* opinion—and .perhaps very few had ever more rea- 


ſon for it. Indeed, Will, you was a charming bye | 


low in choſe days; nay, you are not much alt 
« for the worſe now, at leaſt in the opinion of ſome 


< wornen: for four complexion and features are grows . 
much mere. maſculine than they were.“ ers 


Booth made her a low bow, moſt W er 2 
compliment; and, aſter a little heſitation, 
proceeded Do you remember a. — which 


© happened at an aſſembly, betwixt myſelf and Miſs 


_* "Johnſon, about ſtanding uppermoſt? you was then 
© my partner; and young Williams danced with th 


other lady. The particulars are not now worth 
_ © mentioning, though I ſuppoſe you have long. ſince 


forgot them. Let it ſuffice that you ſupported my 


claim, and Williams very ſneakingly gave up t hay 
6b his partner, who was, with much difficulty, af». 


„ter prevailed on to dance with him. You ſaid, 


A am ſure I repeat the words exactly, that you” 


© would not for the world affront any lady theres! 
but ch 1 8 e ee eee 


Iss Matthews having bred hs ee int Fo 


Few men want that good : 
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„Which that lady, meaming hr humble: ſervant, 
vas not worthy. of the uppermoſt place; nor will 
1, ſaid you, ſuffer the firſt duke in England, when 
© ſhe is at che uppermoſt end of the room, and 
© hath en to lead res eat 


© her. 
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2 . th re ple: ing to me Was, - 
that 1 ſetretiy hats Mig FR" an Will you have 
© the reaſon? why then, I will tell you honeſtly, ſhe-- 
Was my rival that word en aſtoniſhes YOU, - d 
* as you never, E believe, heard of one, _ 
© made his addreſſes to me; and wr oe a 
© was, till that night, entirely indifferent. to wit _ 
kind. I mean then; that ſhe: was my rival For * 
« praiſe, for beauty, far dreſs, for fortune, and eon- 
* ſequently for admiration. - My triumph on this.” 
* conqueſt is not to be expreſſed, any more than my 
delight in the perſon * I chiefly. owed it; - . 
© The former, I far ney; was viſible to the Whole 
* company ; and 1 debred it ſhould be ſo: but the 

| + latter was ſo well concealed, that no one, I am 

© confident, took any notice of its! And yet you ap- 
« peared to me that night to be an angel. Lou 
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© ſhould Danes — e enough not to Perecive the 4a 
95 ymptom Pad 3 A 
+ I affare. you;h e „ did all 1 coats 
to prevent you; and yet I almoſt hated vou or 
not ſeeing through what I ſtrove; ta hide. Why. 
Mr — vas you not more quick · ſighted 2. 
« I will anſwer for you your affections were more 
© happily diſpofed do a much better woman than 
© myſelf, hom you married ſoon after wards. 1 
* thould aſk you for her, Mri\Baothsy I ſhould have - | 
E * you for her before; but L am unworthy of 
wks her, or of calling her my atcquaintance. 
a N by as * 
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630 AM l re 
anger lt of: paſſon, and begg. 
former matters, and acquaint 
key” hiſtory, to which he was an entire ſtranger. 
dhe then renewed her diſcourſe as follows: Von 
is, know, Mr Booth, I ſoon after wards left that town 
5: upon the death of my grandmother, and return- 
* ed home to my father's houſe; where I had not 
been long arrived before ſome troops of 3 
hy came- to quarter in our neighbourhood. Amon 
the officers, there was a cornet, whoſe: det 
name was Hebbers, a name I could ſcarce — 


had 1 not at the ſame time the pleaſure to reflect 


that he is now no more. My father, you know; 
© who is a hearty re to the preſent govern: 


ment, uſed always to invite the officers to his | 


+. houſe; ſo did he theſe. Nor was it long before 
„this cornet, in ſo. particular a manner recommend. 
ed himſelf to the poor old gentleman (I cannot 
* think of him without tears), hat: our houſe! became 
Si his principal habitation; and he was rarely at his 
'$: quarters, unleſs when his ſuperior. officers obli 
him to be there; I ſhall. ſay nothing of his perſon; 
nor could that be any recommendation to a man; 


it was fuch, however, as no woman could have 


made an objection to. Nature had certainly wa 
up her odious work in a moſt beautiful cov 

4 Te o fay the truth, he was the handſomeſt man, 
« except one only, that 1 ever ſaw 
© 1 hve ſeen a handfomer—but—well.——He 
b beſides all the qualifications of a tas 8 


Sv and danced to a miracle; but what chiefly recom- 
4 mended-/him.'to my father, was his ſleilk in muſie, 
of which, vou know, that dear man was the moſt 


„violent lover. I wiſh he was not too ſuſe' 


Ve flattery on that head; for I have heard Hebs 


bers often greatly commend my father s 
mance, and have obſerved, that the good mag 
Was wonderfully pleaſed with ſuch damm 
T0 15 the truth, it is the only way I can 
er e e ee friendſhip which as 
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b genteel, and extremely polite ; ſpoke French well, 
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hs ae for this per un ſuch M jendſhip 
0 that he at laſt became a part of our family. IL 
„This very eireumſtance, which, as I * con- 
vinced, ſtrongly rec hded- dim to my father; 
* had the very contrary effect with me; I had never 
any delight i in muſic, and it was not without much 
« difficulty I was prevailed on to learn to play on 
the harpſichord, in which 1 had made a very len- 
* der-progrefi. | As this man, therefore, was fre- 
« quently the octaſion of my being importuned to 
play againſt my will, I began to entertain ſome 
difſlike for him olvthatticcount; and as to his perſon, 
« I aſſure you, I long continued to 0 65 on it Wm | 
« great indifference. 
How itrange will the are of an Wen wan per 
to you preſently, who had feeling: addreſs to 
convert that very circumſtance which had at firſt 
occaſioned my ee into dhe firlt ſeeds of affec- 
tion for him + 425 
Tou have often; T dente heard ny ger Betty 
* play on the harpſchord; ſhe was indeed "ne | 
che beſt performer in the whole country. 
* | was the fartheſt in the world from "regarding 
© this perfection of hers with envy. in reality, 
perhaps, I deſpiſed all perfection of this kind; 
at leaſt, as 1 had neither ſkill nor ambition to 
excel this way, 1 looked "upon? it as A L matter of | 
mere indifference, ++ | | 
+ Hebbers firſt put this asset 2h in my . 
le took great pains to perſuade me, that I had 
much greater abilities of che muſtcal kind than 
* my ſiſter; and that I might with the greateſt N 
© eaſe, if 1 pleaſed. excel her; offering me, ät che 
fame time, his alitunces if 1 would TRIES to! un- 
« dertake it. OY 
Weit Tis had faſficiently msd 5 my A anpbition; | 
in which perhaps he found too little difficulty; me 
continual praiſes of my ſiſter, which before I had 
diſregarded; became more and more nauſecus in 
my ears; 00 the rather as muſic: being the favou- 
rite paſſion- ef my father, 1 became 4 pprehenſive 
* without hints from Hebbers of that 
*. 0 1 2 
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« in his favour.” r „ W r 
4 Tb my harpfich rd, n Tappliea myſelf'nig ke 


I ſoon 
do not 
many were of a different opinion; but indeed 


eee openly, that 1 played in the better man- 
ner of the two; and one day, when I was playing 
« to him alone, he affected to burſt into a yapture: 


_ + whiſpering 3 age do her, and all the world, in 
© every other 


© ſome perfor of Hebbers — pleaſure. 


are on my heart, of which, Fam fitisfied,” 


ww manner. He. wore the molt melancholy alt in mz F 


„% MIME. L 1 Me 
0 nature) that ſhe might gain too gr 


and! day, with ſuch induſtry and attention, that 
an to Nerforwe in a tolerable manner,” 1 
9 ſay I excelled my ſiſter; for 


4 1 might be ſome partiality in all that. 
* Hebbers, at leaſt,” declared himſelf on my del, 
1 nobody could doubt his judgment. He 


of admiration, and ſqueezin os me gently dy the 
* hand, faid, There, Madam, now declare you ex 
+ cel your ſiſter as much in muſic as, added he, in 4 


No woman can Wei any perde n whats” 
« ever thing ſhe defires'to excel i. T now began 
© to hate all the admirers of my fiſter, to be uneaſy 
at every. commendation beſtowed on her ſkill in 
+ muſic, and conſequently- to love Hebbers for the 

preference which he gave to mine. 
it was now that f beg 10 disbey che Bags 
And here, 
* Mr Booth, I will betray to you the grand ſeeret 
of our ſex, Many women, I beides, do, witk 
great innocence, and even with great indiffererice, 
*. converſe with men of the fineft perſons ; but thisg. 
am confident, may be affirmed with truth, that, 
* when once a woman comes to afk this queſticn 
© of herſelf; is the man whom 1 like! for ſome 
© other Yeaſon handſome ? her fate, and his to, 
very ſtrongly by ee on her kde, in the 
© affirmative. Ef 1 
Hebbers no ſooner ere that he with "Al 


gave him too undeniable tokens, than he affeck 
c ed, on'a ſudden, to ſhun me in the moſt appare 
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firmly perſuaded me, that there Was ſome ſecret ; 
ſorrow labouring in bis boſom ; nor will it be 
difficult for wet to W e to what. cauſe ak e 
ted t.. 
* Whilſt I was: wii Maes his N of 4 
« paſſion, in which, I thought, I could ae be miſta- , 
« ken, and, at the ſame time, trembling, whenever 
ve met, with the apprehenſion of this very decla- 
ration, the widow Carey came: from London to 
make us a viſit, nnding to an the whole ſummer _ 
at our houſe. 2577: 
© Thoſe who know Mrs dine, wl ne think 
] do her an injury, in ſaying, ſhe is far from being 
© handſome ;. and yet ſhe is as finiſhed a coquette as if 
e ſhe had the higheſt beauty to ſupport that character. 
But, perhaps, you have ſeen her; and, if you have; . 
Jam een Will readily ſubſcribe to. by 
opinion.“ 1 ment and a then fo yoo 
Booth anſwered;. Hb) not i 
teeded as in ne 1 owing r 


* 


* 


The de, of we Matthews vealed, 


HIS. young eee N 8 = 
1 with us, before Hebbers grew. ſo particular 
with her, that it was generally obſerved ; and mx 
poor father, who, I believe, loved the _—_—— as. 
if he had been his ſon, began to jeſt on the oc- 
* cafion, as one who. would not be difpleaſed - 
e a: 1 into the Arms. of tus. 
 ITICUCIINE1£ 335738 . 2 1 e 
* You- will eaſily 8 Sir, the diſpoſition-of, my 
mind on this occaſon ; but I was nöt permitted 
to ſuffer long under it; for one day, when Heb - 
bers was alone with me, he took an opportunity 
of expreſſing his abhorrence at the thoughts of 
marrying for intereſt, contrary: to his inclinations; 
I was warm on the ſubject, and I believe; went ſo 
far as to ſay, that none but fools and villains did ſo: 
— wich a. 2 Les, 2 Hoy "hae. , 


© while: bleed; rok 3 de he 
+ would. willingly ſacrifice the world; but, becauſe 
6. he muſt facrifice her intereſt as woll as his owny 
* never durſt even give her a hint of that paſſion 
2 which was preying on his very vitals? do you 
believe, Mifs Fanny, there is ſuch a wreteh ow 
earth? I nes; with an aſſumed coldneſs, 
« did not "believe. chere was. He then tool me 
©, gently. by the hand, and with a look: fo tender 

+ that; I. cannot; deſcribe it, vowed. he was: binafel! 
| 7 that wretch, Le wank ye as *. SLAC of 
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* - haſtily | 
* crying, huſh for Mearon 8 ſake: my — 18 ra 
© cammg in; my bluſhes, my” look, and my aun 
© eee him, 1 ane e all which: he wiſhed. 0 
cc now. 8 
few tak now 3 matters to an eclair- 
* ciſſement., between, us; the being undecewed in 
© what had given me ſo much uncaſineſs, gave me 
*2/pleafure; too fweet to be refiſted.; To, triumph | 
+: over the widow; fer whom I had, ina very ſhort 
Neri contracted a moſt inveterate /hatreds was: 
pride not to be deſcribed. Hebbers appeared tc 
© me to be the cauſe Gall n bp I doubted 
nat hut that he had the moſt diſintereſted paſſion for 
me, and thought him every wa worthy of its 
return. I did return, and een him as my 
; De Hy 11770 Pe 2 1 ** 
29 He- declared. : q te ba wr Es my 
« father's fuſpicio ths grin IJ am convinced theſe 
err enk, had his. — been honourable, 
s blind theſe, J conſented: that he ſhould carry 
en ſham: addreſfes ta the widow, who was: now 
hes eonſtant jeſt between us; and he prevended; 
*: from time to time, to acquaint in faithfully with 
every. ching that paſſed at his interviews: i.; 
N n woman. n ung >, 
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4 of the deceit. | She carried herſelf to me all che 
[ſe s while with a ſhow of affection, and pretended to 
ny + have the utmoſt friendſhip for me. nne 


< * the” friendſhips of women! 

At this remark, Booth, though nals affected 
at ſome parts of the | ſtory, had great difficulty to 
refrain from laughter; but, by good luck, he eſcaped 
being perceived; and the A went on wichout in- 
terruption. f 
I am come now to a el ee 0 

which it is impoſſible to be particular, without 
being tedious; for as to the commerce 
© lovers, it is, Iwelleve, much the fame in all watts; 
© and there is, perhaps, ſcarce a ſingle: 2 that 
* hath not been repeated ten millions bf rimes.. : 

One thing, however, as I firongly remarkee bis . 

* then, ſo I will repeat it to 'you now, © In all our 
converſations, in —— when he fell into the 
* warmeſt raptures, and expreſſed the greatiſt un- 
eaſineſs at the delay of his joys, he feldom men- 
tioned the word marriage; and never once ſolicited 
* a day for that purpoſe. Indeed women cannot be 
cautioned too much againſt ſuch lovers; for tho” 
I have heard, and perhaps truly, of fome of our ſex 
of a virtue ſo exalted, chat it is proof againſt every 
* temptation ; yet the generality, I am afraid, are 
too much in the power of à man to whom they 
have owned an affection. What is called being 
* upon a good footing, is, perhaps, being upon a very 
dangerous one; and a woman who hath given her 
conſent to marry, can hardly be laid to be lafe uit 
* ſhe is married. 

* And now, Sir, I haſten to the 1 of raid. 
* We had a wedding in our family; my müſical 
© filter was married to a young fellow as muſieal 
Das herſelf. Such a match, you may be fute, 


* Mr Booth, ſhall modeſty forbid me to remark 
* to you what paſt on that occasion? bur why' 
do I mention 2 Who have no pretenſions 
to it? every was ſaid, and practiſecꝭ n 

9 K as wy the purpoſe had P 


* amongſt other feſtivities; muſt Rave a ball. Oh r ; 


* flame the a BE every woman preſent, That 
effect, I freely own to you, it had with me. Mut 
* Hic, dancing, wine, and the moſt leſriends commbbil 
_ © ſation, in which my poor dear father innocently 
joined, raiſed ideas in me of which 1 ſhall for 
ever — ; and I withed (Why ſhould I deny | 
EY it had been my wedding, enen 
$ ſter? 3 N 4 
The villain Hebbers Janes” with. me that night , 
and he loſt no opportunity of improving the o- 
„ion. In ſhort, the dreadful evening came. My 
« father, though it was a very unuſual thing with 
2 Aim. grew intoxicated with liquor; moſt of the 
were in che ſame condition; nay, I myſelf 
2 8 more than I was accuſtomed to, enough to 
Viaſtame, though not to diſorder. I loſt my former 
ellow, my ſiſter, and, you may, I think, 
us the reſt, the villain found means * N to 
my amber, and I was undonee þ 
Two months Lpaſled in this deteſted commerce] ; 
5 buying, even then, my guilty,  half-taſted -plea- 
© ſures at too dear a rate, with continual horror and 
© apprehenſion; but what have I paid fince, what 
do pay now, Mr Booth? O may my fate be # 
* warning to every woman to keep her innocence, 
to reſt ae temptation, ſince the is certain to 
repent of the fooliſh bargain. May it be a warn 
ing to her to deal with mankind with care and 
caution; to ſhun. the leaſt approaches of | diſho- 
© nour. and never to confide too much in the hone+ 
* fty of a man, nor in her own ſtrength, where ſhe 
has fo much at fake : let her remember ſhe walks 
-on a pregipice, and the bottomleſs pit is to receive 
a lips; 4 nay, if ſhe 4 pakes but ob falſe 
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| her 
* 1 "ot your Serdan, Mr Booth, 1 might, hare 
c ſpared! theſe exhortations, ſince no woman hears 
* me; but you will not wonder ar fein 
© on this Ocaſion- hy 
\//Boottt declared he was much more Carpriſed ; at t her 
vein ig her ſo wal to eee her ere in recount 
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n * ale ] am at length reconciled | 
to my fate; and I can now die with pleaſure, 
ſince I die revenged. Jam not one of thoſe midan 
wretches who can fit down and lament their miſ- 
fortunes. If I ever ſhed tears, they are the tears 
of indignation but I will proceecc. 
It was my fate now to ſolicit marringe} and I 
failed not to do it in the moſt earneſt manner. 
He anſwered me at firſt with procraſtinations, de- 
claring, from time to time, he would mention it 
to my father, and ſtill excuſing himſelf for not 8 
0 dong it. At laſt he thought on an eee to 
| ane a longer reprieve. This was by pretag * TY 
ing that he ſhould, in a very few weeks, be 3 
ferred to the command of a troop; and ben I _—. 3 
ſaid, he could, with To: confidenceyf OPS. 
match. — 
© In this A I was n to acq ue nnd 
© was indeed pretty eaſy; for I had not yet the leaſt 
miſtruſt of his honour; but what words can paint 
my ſenſations ! when one morning he came into my 
room, with all the marks of dejection on his coun- 
* tenance, and throwing an open letter on the table, 
ſaid, There is news, Madam, i in that letter, which 1 
am unable 10 tell you; nor carFit give you more 
concern than it hath given ; | 
© This letter was from his captain, to acquaint 6h 
him, that the rout, as they call it, was arrived, and 
that they were to march within two days. And | 
this I am fince convinced was what he expected, 
inſtead of the preferment which ets been made of 3 
the pretenee of delaying our marria | ans 
* The ſhock which I felt at reading 1 was in- 
expreſſible, occafioned indeed principally by the de:. 
* parture of a villain whom I loved. However, I ſoon 
acquired ſufficient preſence of mind to remember 
the main point; and I now inſiſted peremptorily _ 
on his making me immediately his wife, W e 5 
might be the conſequence. EIN 
He ſeemed thunderftruck at this pdp being 
I ſuppoſe, deſtitute of any excuſe :; but Is 
impatient to Wait for an anſwer, and cried — 
„ E — TR. 
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< with much eagerneſs, Sure you cannot Kefitate'a A 
moment upon this matter—Heſitate! Madam! re- 
© plied he what you atk is impoſſible—is this a time 


for me to mention a thing of this kind to your fa- 


ther: My eyes were now opened all at once—T 
fell into a rage little ſhort of ' madneſs.” Tell not' 
me, I cried, of impoſhbilities, nor times, nor of 
my father, —my honour, my reputation, my all are 
at ſtake.—— I will have no excuſe, no delay —-make 
me your wife this inſtant, or I will proclaim yon 
over the face of the whole earth for the greateſt of 
villains. He anſwered, with a kind of ſneer, 
What will you proclaim; Madam ?—whoſe hönour 
will you injure?—My tongue faltered when J of- 
fered to reply, and I fell into a violent Agony, 
which ended in a fit; nor doT remember any thing 

more that paſſed, ti 1 found ing wee in the arms & 
my poor affrighted father,” | 
O, Mr Booth! what was then; my inci | I 
0 tremble even now from the reflection II muſt 
* ſtop a moment. I can go no farther. Booth at- 


tempted all in his power to ſoothe her; and ſhe 


Won recovered her | adi and proceeded. in ay 


1 12280 


1 
* 
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In which M. if Matthews concludes her e 4 


+ EFORE I had recovered my ſenſes, I Bad 
6 ſafficiently betrayed myſelf to the beſt of men, 


who, inſtead of upbraiding me, or exerting any 


< 
anger, endeavoured to comfort me all he could, 
+ 

= 


with afſurances that all ſhould yet be well. This 
[goodneſs of his affected me with inexpreſſible ſen- 


fations; 1 proſtrated myſelf before him, .embra- 
ved and kifled his knees, and almoſt di fotved” in 
© tears, and a degree of tenderneſs hardly to be con- 


* ceived, ——But I am running into too minute de- 


„ iptions. 


Hlebbers ſecing me in a fit, had left me, 90 
ſent one of the ſervants to take care of me. He 
F OY: ran away like a vo from the houle, with- 
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Chap. 9. : ; 
out taking his 3 of my Phot or once tl 4 | 
ing him for all his civilities. 
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He did not ſtop at 
his quarters, but made direaly to London, gppre- 
henſive; I believe, either of my father or brother's 
reſentment; for I am convinced he is a coward, - 
Indeed his fear of my brother was utterly ground- 


leſs ; for I believe he would rather have thanked 


any man who had deſtroyed me; and I am ſure 1 


am not in the lealt behind bend with him in e | 
wiſnes, 

All his inveterncy to me had, however, no ef. 
fect on my father, at leaſt at that time; for 
though the good man took ſufficient oecaſions to 
reprimand me for my paſt offence, he could not 
be brought to abandon, me. A treaty of mar- 


riage was now! ſet on foot, in which my father 


himſelf offered me. to. Hebbers, with a fortune 
ſuperior. to that which had been given with my 


ſiſter; nor could all my brother's remonſtrances 


againſt it, as an act of the higheſt injuſtice, avail. - 

& Hebbers entered into the treaty, though not 
with much warmth. He had even the aſſurance 
to make additional demands on my father, Which 
being complied with, every thing was concluded, 


and the villain once more received into the houſe. 


He ſoon found means to obtain my forgivenegs 
of his former behaviour; indeed he convinced 


me, ſo fooliſhly blind is ſemale love, that he had 


never been to blame. | 
© When every thing was ready for our pte, 


and the day of the ceremony was to be appointed, 


in the midſt of my happineſs, I received a letter 
from an unknown hand, - acquainting me (gueſs, 
Mr Booth, how I was ſhocked at receiving it) 
That Mr Hebbers was already married to a weben 

in a diſtant Part of the kingdom. af 


1 will not tire you with all that paſt at 9 


interview. I communicated the letter to Heb- 
bers, who, aſter ſome little heſitation, owned the 
fact; and not only owned, it, but had the addreſs 


to improve it to his own advantage, to make "= 


the means of ſatisfying me e all bis for- 
ö 1 
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mer delays 3 ; which, to fay the truth, J was not 


* | 


| * 


iny, as I ſhould have been to impute it to the 


though the diſappointment of all my hopes, at 
the very inſtant of their expected fruition, threw 
me into the moſt violent diſorders; yet when 1 
came a little to myſelf, he had no great difficulty 
to perſuade me that in every inſtance, with. regard 
to me, Hebbers. had ated from no other motiv 
than from the moſt ardent and ungovernable love. 
And there is, I believe, no crime which a woman 
will not forgive, when ſhe can derive it from that 
fountain. In ſhort, 1 forgave him all, and am. 
willing to perſuade myſelf Iam not weaker than 
the reſt of my ſex. Indeed, Mr Booth, he hath 
a bewitching tongue, and is maſter of an addrefs 
that no woman could refiſt. I do affure you, the 
charms of his perſon are bis leaſt Perfection, a 
leaſt in my eye. q 
Here Booth ſmiled, but happily without 0 per- 
ceiving it. 5 
—4 ct freſh. difficulty (continued ſhe) - now: aroſe. 
| © This was to. excuſe the delay of the ceremony to 
my father, who every day very earneſtly urged it. 
This made me fo very uneaſy, that I at laſt litened 
to a propeſal, which if any one, in the days of 
my innocence, or even a few days before, had af- 
* ſured me I could have ſubmitted to have thought 
© of, I ſhould have treated the ſuppoſition with the 
q higheſt contempt and indignation; nay, I ſearce re- 
flect on it now with more horror than aſtoniſhment. 
In ſhort, 1 agreed to run away with him. To leave 
- rip father, my reputation, every thing which was 
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ought to have been dear to me, and to live 


wich i is villain” as a nm ſince 4 ne be 
© his wife. 
„Was got this an © . a of the Higheſt ag 
« tendereſt kind, and ha not reaſon to en en 
every return in the man's e an n 
N etaiferted yy: HT 
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ſo much diſpleaſed at imputing to any degree of 
N of a fufficient warmth of affection: and 
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I will make ſhort of the remainder of my ſtory: 
© for what is there of a woman worth relating Alter 
© what I have told you? ok; - 
Above a year I lived with this man Mad e za: 
” court in London, during which time I had a child 
© by him, whom Heaven, 1 thank | ity. hath. been pleas” 
© ſed to take to itlelf, | 
During many months he behaved” to me with 
© all the agparent tenderneſs, and even fondneſs ima 


© ginable; but alas! how Poor was my enjoyment: 


© of this, compared to what it would' have been in 
another ſituation! when he was: preſent, life was 
barely tolerable.z but when he was abſent, nothing: 
© could equal: the miſery 1 endured; I paſſed my” 
© hours almoſt entirely alone: for no company, but” 
© what I deſpiſed; would conſort with me. Abroad 
I ſcarce ever went, leſt I ſhould meet any of my 
former acquaintance ;- for their fight would have 
plunged a thouſand- daggers i in- my ſoul. My on- 
ly diverſion was going very ſeldom to a play, where: 
I hid: myſelf in the gallery, with: a daughter of the: 
woman of the houſe. A girl, indeed, of goo 
ſenſe, and many good qualities : but how much 
beneath me was it to be the companion of a; crea- 
ture ſo low I. O heavens! when I have ſeen my 
© equals glittering in a ſide-box, how have the enen | 
of my loſt honour torn. my ſoul 7 Cb 2 
Pardon me, dear Madam, cries Booth, Ts 7 
terrupting you; but I am under the atmoſt anxietF” 
to know. What became of your poor father, for 
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convinced, muſt ſo bitterly feel your loſs - _ 
ON Booth, anſwered ſhe, © he was - foafew: 
ever out of my thoughts. His dear image ſtill ob- 
truded- itſelf into my mind, and I believe would: 
have broken my heart, bad I not taken a very 
prepoſter ons. way to caſe myſelf. Lam indeed als. 
t aſhamed to tell you; but neceſſit) ity put it ig. 
my head Tou will: think” the matter too trifiing: 
to have been” remembered and ſo it ſurely was 3. 
nor ſhould I have remembered it on any other ocs 
Us caſion. Tou. muſt know then, Sir, that my bro- 
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whom I have ſo great a reſpect, and Who, Fim. 4 


rr E * 1 
| \ L q as 3 n 8 1 — 5 4 as ö * 9 * PRE OY 8 mmm 
-q A N J * 9 N R RRR * R TR * 2 * »& S * n 7 f. ²˙ A 
9 - > dd * 2 o 7 PA $43 My e844 _—_ 8 7 WIE ET Ig * BE: bo EMC WAS. p. OR OBI F © Bi aero LY och, — 3 WT” 6 er A Yr 2 n 
9 2 Os 9 0 / KEI. » : 3 5 W I 
1 


43 4 N E L t &. Be 
- ther was 8 my inveterate enemy, and alto- 
gether as fond of my ſiſter. He once prevailed | 


with my father to ON him take my ſiſter with him 
in the chariot, and by that means I was diſap- 
ö 5 pointed of going to a ball which I had ſet my 
\F heart on. he diſappointment, I affure yeu, was. 
_ 5 * at the time; but I had ſince forgotten 
3 I muſt have been a very bad woman, if I 
« 1 for it was the only thing in which I ca 
remember that my father ever diſobliged me. 
However, I now revived this in my mind, which 
I artificially: worked up into ſo high an injury, that 
[I aſſure you it afforded. me no little comfort. 
Wben any tender idea intruded into my boſom, 
. Han immediately raiſed this fantom ef an injury in 
my imagination, and it conſiderably: leſſened. the 
. 9 of that ſorrow which I ſhould have other. 
8 wile felt for the loſs of ſo good a father; who: 
+ died within a ou months of * departure from 
him. | 

_ And now, Sir, to Sw to: a 1 One 

mcght as I was in the gallery at Drury-lane play. 
_ * houſe, I ſaw below me, in a ſide- box (ſhe 
was onee below me in every place) that widow 
< whom I mentioned to you before——T had fcarce 

- © cat my eyes en this weman, before I was ſo ſhocks 

ed with the ſight, that it almoſt deprived me of my 
« ſenſes;. for the villain Hebbers eame Fre ins 
+ and ſeated himſelf behind her. 
le had been almoſt a month GC . oh [ 
+ belieyed him to be at his quarters in Yorkſhire! 
< Gueſs what were my ſenſations, when I beheld 
hun fitting by that baſe woman, and talking to 
her with the utmoſt familiarity. I could not Tong: 
* endure this fight ; and having. acquainted: my 
£ companion that I was taken ſuddenly ill, I forced 
her to go home with me at the end of the Rong 
fad. 

5 After a reſtleſs 54 W 1 71 when 15 roſe 
the next morning I had the comfort to receive 4 
viſit from the woman of the houſe, who, after a 
: Ns hou? Mo __ me when " pea 
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* „ from the. captain, a 38 "> Ie ed te 
* ſee him? I had not ſtrength or chen; to make 


her any anſwer; and ſhe proceeded thus: Indeec 
« ] did not think: the captain would have uſed: me 


1 
eo. My huſband was an officer of the army, as 898 
as. + well as himſelf: and if a body is a little low: in. 

en the world, I am ſure chat is no reaſon. for folks to- 


* trample: on a body. 1 defy the world to ſay as E 


am ever was guilty of, an at. thing. For Heaven's. 
nes. « ſake, Madam, ſays I, what do you mean? Mean k 
ch © cries ſhe, 1 ach fare if I had not thought you had 
lat been Captain Hebbers's lady, his Buse! lady too, 


you ſhould never have ſet footing in my houſe. 
nr, + | would have Captain Hebbers * that though! 
in I am reduced to let lodgings, I never have en 


« tertained any but perſons of character. In this: 
manner, Sir, ſhe ran on, ſaying many ſhocking: - 
s * things not worth | repeating, till my anger at lat. 
+ got the better of my patience as well as my en. | 
and I puſhed: her out of the room. = 
She had not been long gone before her daughs | 1 a 


One 
lay-W ter came to me, and after many expreſſions: of 
(the © tenderneſs and pity acquainted me, that her'mo- 


© ther had juſt found out, by means of the captain's: 
arce © ſervant, that the captain was married to another” 
© lady; which if you did net know before, Madam, 
© ſaid ſhe,” I am ſorry to be the * 
neus. 

Think, Mr Booth, what 1 moſt have endured: 
to ſee myſelf humbled before ſuch. a creature: a. #4 
* this,, the daughter ef a woman whe lets. lodge» 5:2 
* ings however, having recollected myſelf a:little,, _ 7 
I thought it would be in vain to deny any thing 
* ſo knowing this to be one of the beſt-natured, 
and moſt ſenſible girls in the world, I reſolved to 
tell her my whole ſtory, and for the future to 
* make her my confidant. I anſwered her, there 
* fore, with a good deal of aſſurance, that ſhe need 
* not regret tellin og me this piece of ill ns, for 1 
© had known it before I came to her 10ute. | | 

Pardon me, Madam, replied girl, you _ =—_ _ 
© not 0p: have known it ſo long: for he hath\. 4 
: | £31, * BY... 2 
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not been Married above a week: laſt night was the b 
firſt time of his appearing in public with his wife at 
+ the play. Indeed, I knew very well the cauſe of 
eh hom uneaſneſs there; but would not mention 
His wife at the play 4 1 anſwered 1 gerd; what 5 
wife l: whom do you mean? g 
II mean the'widow Carey, Madam, wiplied, that g 
to whom the captain was married a few days lince, ; 
„His ſervant was here laſt night to pay for your 4 
lodging; and he told it my mother. 0 
£ 


I I now not what anſwer I made, or PT a” 1 
made any; I preſently fell. dead on the floor, and 
it was with great difficulty I was brought back te 
life by the poor girl: for neither the. mother, nor | 
the maid of the houſe, would lend me any aſſiſtance, ww 
© both ſeeming. to regard me rather eee chan 
+; Woman... : 5 
SgScarce hach recovered 80 of 1 my ſenſes, whe = 
© received a letter from the villain, declaring: he ; 


had not aſſurance. to-ſee my face,. and very kindly « \ 

© adviſing me to endeavour to reconcile myſelf to my 

© family ; concluding with an offer, in caſe 1. did not ; 

? © ſucceed, to allow me twenty pounds a · year to ſupꝰ one 
e port me in ſome remote part of the kingdom. ane 
I need not mention my indignation at theſe pro- | hs 

+ poſals. in the higheſt agony ef rage, I went in ver 

a chair to the deteſted houſe, where I eaſily got top 

* acceſs to the wretch 1 had devoted to deſtruction, peat 

'© whom I no ſooner' found within my reach, than I tin 


plunged a drawn penknife, which-I had prepared WW 1... 
in my packet for the, purpoſe, into his accurſed 1 
heart. For this fact I was immediately ſeized, and. = 
© ſoon after committed hither; and for this fact 1 An 800 
ready to die, and; ſhall, with. vt: receive . DUE 
© ſentence of the law. deer 
4. *: Thus, Sir, faid ſhe, *< 1 have: palin: to 508 my : 
''s unhappy ſtory; and if 1 have tired: your patience, 
by dwelling too long òn thoſe parts which affected 
me the moſt, | aſk your pardon.“ 
Booth made a proper ſpeech on this acc 
* having expreſſed much concern at her preſent 
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ſituation, concluded, that he ie bop ſentence would | 
5 be milder than ſhe ſeemed to expe. * S " 
y Her reply to this was full of ſo mock” barer „ 
1 and indignation, that we do not think proper to re- 
5 cord the ſpeech at length; in which, having vented 
bo her paſſion, the. all at once put on a ſerene counte- 
| nance, and, with an air of great complacency, faid, 
10 Well, Mr Booth, I think I have now a right to 
C ſatisfy; my curioſity, at the expence of your breath. 
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= « I may ſay it is not altogether a vain curioſity; fer 
1 perhaps I have bad inclination enough to intereſt 


myſelf in whatever concerns you: hut no matter 


d Wl « for that—thoſe days (added the with a gh) abe 

to « now over,” 

* Booth, who was extrenelys — ba and: welt N 
ke bred, told her, that ſhe ſhould not command him 


twice whatever was in his power; and then, after the 
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47 uſual apology, was going to begin his hiſtory, when. 
en g the en e . the lady that din- 
he ner was ready, at the ſame time ſaying, I ſuppoſe, 
17 Wl © Madam; as the gentleman is an 8 of : 
1 Wl < yours, he mult dine with us too. 
6 Miſs Matthews told the keeper that ſhe had only 
one word to mention in private to the gentleman, 
2 and that then they would" both attend hir Sbe 
chen pulled ber n from her pocket, in hich, 
in i were upwards of twenty guineas, being the remain 
30) der of the money for which ſhe had ſold a gold re- 
"7, i peating watch, her father's preſent, with ſome other 
* trinkets, and rfl Mr Booth to take what he 


mould have occafion for; ſaying, © You 'know,, _ 
I believe, dear Will, I never valued: money; an 
* now J am fure I ſhall have very little uſe for it.” 
Booth, with much difficulty, accepted of two gui- 
debe. a thaw: 1 both. . ane, 8 
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H ERE were aſſembled. at tithe table; eha's 96 
1 . vernor of theſe. (not improperly called infer. 
nal) regions; the lieutenant-governor, vulgarly 

named the firſt turnkey ; Miſs Matthews, Mr Booth, 

Mr Robinſon the gambler, ſeveral other priſoners of 
5 ene ſexes, and one Murphy an attorney 

The governor took the firſt opportunity to bring 
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| 1 

5 8 affair of Miſs Matthews upen the carpet, am t 

then turning to Murphy, he ſaid, It is very lucky Wi « : 

this gentleman happens to be preſent; I do aſſure ll < - 

* you, Madam, your cauſe cannot be in abler band}, FD 

"7 He is, I believe, the beſt man in England at a de. £ þ 

| © fence; 3 J have known him often ſueceed en the en 

. moſt poſitive evidence. n 

7 Fy, Sir, anſwered Murphy, 8 err 1 hak _— 

I 18 Lal this; but if the lady will truſt me with her : 

| « caule, I will do the beſt in my power. Come, Ma-. © \ 
dam, do not be diſcouraged; a bit of ei F 1 

$ ter and cold iron, I hope, will be the-wortt : 
_ „ per lraps we may come off better, with a dice of * 
chance- medley, or ſe deſedendo 7 
= 4:5: Sag; very tn es of the law, Siry cries: ; the 
ti | har. T7 921 
c ret Ke, Madam, e Marpby, mn it eau ſpo 
bo « be expected you-ſhould underſtand it. There are © 1 
- very tew of us who profeſs it, that underſtand te 1 
4 « whole; nor is it neceflary we ſhould. There isa © : 
9 great deal of rubbiſh of little uſe about indictmen i 
4 and abatements, and bars, and ejectments, and 6-1; 
„ 27 trovers, and ſuch ſtuff, with which people cram © 1 
3 their heads to little purpoſe, The chapter. af. - a 
1 « dence is the main buſineſs ; that is the ſheet - acht « } 
= that is the rudder, whe, brings the veſſel ſafe i in 7715 
"© portum. Evidence is indeed the whole, the u ſp: 
| ©. fotidis, for de non apparentibus et non je Hemi ane 
= * eandem oi ritie. 25 Wh 
A PTE I + | LE... To : 4 * * 


Chap. 10. ** 


8 If you addreſs yourſelf to me, Sir, faid the lady, 5 
E « you are much too learned, 1. aſſure Yom: for my un- 
e © derftanding. 2 8 

A © Tace, Nieden | "age Murphy, 5s 23 
8 for a candle: | commend your prudence. I ſhall 
50. know the particulars of Four caſe n we are 
er. alone.“. | | 
rly I hope the lady,” ſaid Robinſon; 4 hath-r no > ali 
tl, Wi © cion of any perſon here. hope: we are all pinion: 
ol of honour at this table.” ; 
T « D—n my eyes?” 8 a weltaleatied woman, 
ing I can anſwer for myſelf and the other ladies; 
un though I never ſaw the lady in my life, ſhe need 
cr Wa not be thy of us, d—n my eyes! I ſcorn to vp 125 
ure againſt any lady.“ W 
ids. « D—n me, Madam ! e another e C 3 
de-. © honour What you have done. I once put a knife 
the into a cull myſelf ſo iny ſervice to you, Madam; 
and 1 with you may come off with 45 an _—_ 
late all my heart,” 

her © I beg, good woman, ' ſaid Miſs Matthews, * you 
Ma. © would talk on ſome other ſubject, and ve your- 
oh-W * {elf no concern about my affairs. ; 
or Vyou ſee, Ladies, cried Murphy, : the gentle 
e man doth not care to talk on this matter e 
i * company ; ſo pray do not preſs her.? 902 N 
the Nay, I value the lady's acquaintance no more 
9 than ſhe values mine, cries the firſt woman Who 
net Wl poke 1 have kept as good company as the lady, 
arc © | believe every day in the week. Good woman! 
the I do not uſe to be lo treated If the lady ſays ſuch _ 
is another word to me, dn me, I will darken her 
ens © day-lights. Marry come up, good woman !—the 


* lady's a whore as well as myſelf; and though I am 
+ ſent hither to mill doll, d—=n my eyes, I have mo- 


ney enough to buy it off as well as the wg Ad 
« herſelf.* 


6 


ſpeech, had not the keeper interpoſed his authority, 
and put an end to any further diſpute. Soon after 
which, the company broke up; and none but 'hims 


A cant word, meaning to ſ wear, or rather to perjure yourſelf. 
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Action might. perks from le con this 
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_ © malice prepenſive, as we call it in the law: this 


3 thing of the law.“ \ 


| | A WM E . + 1 1 5 ( 18 | 
Nel, Mr Murphy, Captain Booth, and Miſs Mat- 


thews remained together. 


Miſs Matthews then, at the a of the 3 ; | 


began to open her caſe to Mr Murphy, whom ſhe 
admitted to be her ſolicitor, though ſhe inn declared 
- ſhe was indifferent as to the event of the trial. "= 
Mr Murphy having heard all the particulars, with : 
which the reader is already acquainted (as far as 
related to the murder) ſhook his head, and ſaid, 
© There is but one circumſtance, Madam, which l : 
«, with was. out of the cafe ; and that we muſt! put 
* out of it: I mean the carrying the penknife drawn 
into the room with you; for that ſeems to imply 


* circumſtance, therefore, muſt not appear againſt 
© you: and if the ſervant who was in the room ob- 
< ſerved this, he muſt be bought off at all hazards, 
All here, you ſay, are friends; therefore I tell you 
+ openly, you muſt furniſh me with money ſufficient 
© for this purpoſe. Malice is all we have to dt 4 


*: againſt,” 


I would not cy, Sir,“ cries Booth, © to as | 
© form you in the law; but I have heard in caſe f 
<. ſtabbing, a man may be indicted upon the ſta» - 
'*4 tute; and it is capital, though no alen . 


© pears,” | 
Jou ſay true, Sir, anſwered Murphy, a man 


may be indicted contra formam /tatutis : and that 
* method, I allow you, requires no malic uk ny 
< ſume you are a lawyer, Sir?“ 

No, indeed, Sir, anſwered Booth, * * know nos 


Then, Sir, I will tell TE A man be indicted 


contra ormam ſtatutir, as we ſay, no malice is ne-? 
ceſſary; becauſe the form of the ſtatute: makes mas; 


* Hoe; and then what we have to guard againſt 1 is, ha- 
ving ſtruck the firſt blow. —Pox on't, it is unlucky 
this was done in à room—lf it had been in the 
© ſtreet, we could have had five or ſix witneſſes to 
© have proved the firſt blow, cheaper than I am afraid 

* we ſhall get this one; for when a man knows, from 


£ the 1 cireumſtances of the caſe, that you 
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: £ can procure no other witneſs hath hinaſetf, -he is als 
- WW © ways dear. It is ſo in all other ways of buſineſs. 
"= A am very implicit, you ſee; but we are all 


among friends. The ſafeſt way bs to furniſh me 
with money enough to offer him a good round ſym 
at once; and, I think, (it is for your good I ſpeak); 
fifty pounds i is the leaſt that can be offered him.— 
I do afſure Ten 1 would offer kim po: leſs, was it 
my own caſe. 

And do you think, Sir, aid he” 1 chat [ would 
«* ſave my life at the CR o N another to 
« perjure himſelf ? 

Ay, ſurely do I, cries Murphy, 15 kor e is 
the fault, admitting there is ſome fault in perjury, 
« as you call it? and to be ſure, it is ſuch a matter, 
© as every man would rather wifh to avoid than not; 
© and yet; as it may be managed, there is not ſo much 


«RR: a. & 


as ſome people are apt to imagine in it; for he 
need not kiſs the book, and then, pray, where | is the 
perjury? but if the crier is ſharper than ordinary, 

* what is it he kiſſes? is it any thing but a bit of 
calves- ſæin? I am ſure a man muſt be a very bad 
Chhriſtian himſelf, who would- not do ſo much as 
that to ſave the life of any Chriſtian whatever, much 
more of ſo pretty a lady Indeed, Madam, if we 
can make out but a tolerable caſe, ſo much beauty 
© will go a Som . with the judge and the zr 
to. 57 
The latter part of chis 3 notwithſtanding the 
mouth it came from, cauſed Miſs Matthews to ſup- 
preſs much of the indignation which began to ariſe 
at the former; and ſhe anſwered, with a ſmile, Sir, 

you are a great caſuilt in theſe matters ; but we a 
* need argue no longer concerning them; for if fifty . 
pounds would ſave my life, I aſſure you, J could . 
* command that ſum, The little money I have in 
* my pocket i is all J can call my own; and, I appre- 5 
hend, in the fituation I am in, I ſhall have. ry” 
little of that to ſpare.” 


aid} © Come, come, Madam,” anics Murphy, 6 Bio 7 18 
a ü 

"I ſweet, let me tell yon, and never ſweeter than 

on when we are near loling it. I bave known many a 


an Vor. I. oO => 0 man 


18 8 8 err * 9 * * * - «A 6 A 2 REL ? 
ETA SL >. RS IP e 
Gi 8 i Ly 0 - 8 5 R & * N 
N „ 3 * * . 
: 1. * VR c wt a 8 51 * — 
ken 3 
% R 
* ” 3 
7 Le 8 


| i 5 man very bike and e At nis art e commit- 


„ — ment, who, when buſineſs began to thicken a little 
upon him, hath. changed his note,—lt i is mo tirne 
2 to be ſaving in your condition.” | 

The keeper, who, after the liberality of Miß Mat- 

44 and on ſeeing # purſe of guineas in her hand, 

nad conceived a great opinion of her wealth, no ſooner 
Heard that the ſum, which he kad in intention entire. 


broke in upon, thought it high time to be upon his 


7 ſweet, as you ſay, that muſt be acknowledged; to 
< be ſure life is ſweet ; but ſweet as it is, 110 perſons 


And indeed, if the lady can command no more 
money than that little ſhe mentions, the is to be 


bf it; for, to be ſure, as ſhe ſays, ſhe will want every 


comes to her trial. And, to be ſure, as ſweet a8 
life is, people ought to take care to be able to live 


* ſaying, the lady ſhews herſelf to be what ſhe is, by 


©-4 dreadful crime. And, though the not kiſfing the 
- repent, perhaps he might fwallow'it well enough; 
yet when people comes to be near their end, (as 
caſe!) they ought to take care not to oyer-burden 


be found murder; for I am ſure I always wiſh well 
to all my priſoners, who ſhew themſelves to be 


fear the worſt. 


„„ * 3 „ * * 


SIE the lady; and one ſubornation of perjary would ſit 
_ © heavier on my conſcience, than twenty ſuch mur- 
ders as i am guilty of.” 
Nay, to be ſure, Madam,” anſwered the keeper 
756} + nobody can protendl 3: to tell what ee 4 
„„ 


JJ. oa ad 


Jy confiſcated for his own uſe, was attempted to be 


guard. To be ſure,” cries he, Mr Murphy, life is 


© can advance more than they are worth to ſave it, 


my Wy © rp tin A + nd Wes 


< commended for her unwillingneſs to part with any | 


72 n that, to live like a gentlewoman till ſhe | 


< ſweetly while they do live: beſides, I cannot help 
4 her abhorrence of perjury, which is certainly. a very | 


book, doth, as you ſay, make a great deal of diffe. 
4 rence; and, if a man had a great while to live and 


who can venture to foretell what will be the ladys 


their confcience. I hope the lady's cafe will not 


. gentlemen, or . uu one ſhould always 
0 Indeed, Sir, you ſpeak like an aracke.? auf 


De 


* 
I * 
— 


Guin to. 


© muſt have had; and een it can never r bel ima- 
gined, that a lady. who behaves. herfelf ſo hand- 
© {ſomely as you have done ever ſince you have been 
© under my keys, ſhould be guulty 0 killing T 1 
without being very highly provoked to it. 
Mr Murphy was, I believe, going to e 1 
he was called out of the room; after which, nothing 
aſſed between the remaining perſons worth relating, 
| till Booth and the 11 5 retired pant gan. into che 
lady's apartment. 

Here they fell i 8 * commenting on the: 
foregoing Gtcourſe; but as their comments were, I 
believe, the ſame with what moſt readers have made 
on the ſame occaſion, we ſhall omit. them, At laſt 
Miſs Matthews reminding her companion of his pro- 
miſe of relating to her What had befallen him ſinee 
the interruption of their former acquaintance, he bem: 
gan, as is s written. in the: "ROW book dams Ae, 0 
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Is which Captain Booth begins 1% 1 Hi titers, : | 
Nt : THE tea-table being. remigved,. and. Mr. Booth 


and the lady left alone, he proceeded as follows; 


Since you deſire, Madam, to know the particus 


lars of my courtſhip to that beſt and deareſt of wo- 


vour to recollect them as well as I can, at leaſt all 
thoſe incidents which are molt worth W to 
YOu. 


If. the: 1 opinion of che fatality i in marriage | 
had ever any foundation, it ſurely appeared in my | 


7 


marriage with my Amelia. I knew her in the firit 
dawn of her beauty; and, I believe, Madam, ſhe 


but though I always admired her, it was long 
without any ſpark of love. Perhaps the genera 

admiration which at that time purſued her, the re 
* pect paid her by perſons of the higheſt rank, and 


ihe numberleſs addreſſes which were made her by- 


men of great fortune, prevented my aſpiring at the 


« poſſeſſion of thoſe charms, which ſeemed ſo ab. 
- © lutely out of my reach. However it was, I affure 


vou, the accident which deprived her of the admit 


ration of others, made the firſt great impreſſion on 


my heart in her favour. The injury done to her 


$ n by che wen of a chaiſe, * * 


men, whom I afterwards married; I will endea» 


had. as much as ever fell to the ſhare of a woman; | 
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as you may well remember, "toy! RI noſe was 
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words, to the loſs of fortune, power, glory; every 
© thing which- human nature is apt to court and re- 


thing ſurpriſingly. great and glorious. As ſoon 22 * 
he was ahle he again proceeded thus: 7 


"©. } . 


a 


beat all to pieces, gave me an affurance that the 
woman who had been ſo much adored for. the 
charms of her perſon, deſerved. a much higher | 
adoration to be paid ta her mind ; for that ſhewas in 
the latter reſpe& infinitely more ſuperior to the reſt 
of her ſex, than ſhe had ever been in the former.” 
il admire your taſte extremely, cried the lady. Te 1 2 
remember perfectly well the great heroiſm 1 0 4 
which your Amelia bore that misfortune,* . 1 
Good Heavens]! Madam, anſwered he, a what 4 „ 
c magnanimity. of mind did gi Wh behaviour demon- 
© ſtrate! If the world have extolled the firmneſs of 
ſoul in a man who can ſupport the loſs of fortune; 
of a general who can be compoſed after the loſs of 
a victory; or of a King, who can be contented: + 
with the loſs of a crown; with what aſtomſhment_ _ 
ought we to behold, with what praiſes to honour a 
« young lady, who can, with patience and reſignation, - 
© ſubmit to the loſs of exquiſite. beauty, in other. 


V 


© joice in ! what muſt be the mind, which can bear to- 
© be deprived of all thoſe in a moment,; and by an 


- * unfortunate trifling accident; which could ſappont : 


all this, together with the moſt exquiſite torments of 

body, and with dignity, with reſignation, without: 
* complaining, almoſt without a tear, undergo: the 
moſt painful and. dreadful operations. of , ſurgery in 


* ſuch a ſituation!” Here he ſtopt, and a torrent of 


tears guſhed from his eyes; ſuch tears as are apt to 
flow from a truly noble heart, at the hearing of any 


Would you think, Miſs Matthews, that. the milf. 
fortune of my Amelia was capable of any aggra - 
* vation ! I aſſure you, ſhe hath often told me it was 
aggravated with a circumſtanee which outweighed 25 


all the other ingredients. This was the cruel inſults 


* the received from ſome of her moſt intimate ac- | 
"IG ſeveral of MIO after many tow: 


} 


\ : ; 
\ IX q 
- — 
_ 
_ 
"hx 
\ 5 r 
4 1 7 N * 
: 2 5 7 2 \4 
5 41 
: ; * 
T * 
E if 
\ L £ * 4 * 
EY - N , 
15 iy * | 
4 8 F 
\ 4 „ 
, | 
* 
1 K b 
5 
i 2 
Ss, + N 
19 * F 
\ th + * 
2 »' 2 
n : * 2 , 
8 . 
1 
, 14 ! 3 
414 3 
— x? 2% 
TY 1 L 
1 #. 7 1 1 
EY Th: 
l er,o 
% » 
. 1 


„ „ „ © & „ „ g 1 « „ XR K K a W — 2 


_ A-MEL 1A | nate 


= 


' tions and imaces, have turned their heads aſide; 
unable to ſupport their ſecret. triumph, and 2 


; into a loud laugh in her hearing,” 


Good Heaven !* eried Mifs OLIN 0 wh 4s ; 
c teſtable actions will this contemptible paſſion or 


* envy prevail on our ſex to commit ! 


An occaſion of this kind, as ſhe hath finee told 


* me, made the firſt impreſſion on her gentle heart in 
* my favour. I was one day in company with ſeveral 
„young ladies, or rather young devils, where | pgot 
Amelia's accident was the ſubject of much mitth 


would not hold her head ſo high for the future. 
ſhe may do with her head, but I atn convinced 

now be made between Amelia and a certain cap- 
tain, who had unfortunately received. an injury in 


Many other ſarcaſins were thrown gut, very unwor- 


fatisfaQion at poor Miſs Emily's accident: for ſhe 
will Rilt be the handſomeſt woman in England. 


very much obliged to me; fince I could have ſo 


much compaſſion for her as to be rude to a lady on 
her account. 


© About a month after the accident, aki Argelia 


began to ſee company, in a maſk, I had the honout 


* 
co drink tea with her. We were alone together, 
'c 


and I begged her to indulge my curioſity by thew- 
ing me her face. She anſwered in a moſt obligi 
manner, Perhaps, Mr Booth, you will as kictle 
% know me when my maſk is off, as when it is on? 


and at the ſame inſtant unmaſket The forages 


4 . 


and pleaſantry. One of theſe Aid, ſhe hoped Miß 
Another anſwered, I do not know, Madam, what. 


will never more turn up her noſe at her betters. 'l 
Another cried, what a very proper match might 


the ſame part, though from no ſhameful cauſe. 


thy to be repeated. I was hurt with percefv ing ſo 
much malice in human ſhape, and cried out very 
bluntly, Indeed, ladies, you need not expreſs ſuch 


This ſpeech of mine was afterwards variouſſy re. 
peated by ſome to my honour, and by others repre- 
ſented in a contrary light; indeed it was often re- 
ported-to be much ruder than it was, However, t | 
at length reached Amelia's cars. She ſaid ſhe was 


»” «a «. * 2 a «©. «a my 
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p A+ was the leaſt 1 68 A FO * [ 
ideas ruſhed all at once on my mind. I was unable 
«. to contain myſelf, and eagerly kiſſing her hand, 1 1 
cried—Upon my ſoul, Madam, you never appeared "+ on 
to me ſo lovely as at this inſtant. Nothing more re- 
markable paſſed at this viſit ; but I ſincerely believe 
we were neither of us. hereafter indifferent to each 
other. 8 15 2 
Many months, 3 1 after hi befere 
Jever thought ſeriouſly of making her my wife. 
Not that I wanted ſufficient love for Amelia. Indeed 
it aroſe from the vaſt affection I bore her. I conſi- 
© dered my own as a deſperate fortune, hers as en- 
N50 dependent on her mother, who was a woman, 
you know, of violent paſſions, and very unlikely. _ 
e conſent to a match ſo highly contrary to the in- 
© tereſt of her daughter. The more I loved Amelia, 
the more firmly t reſolved within myſelf never to | 
propoſe love to her ſeriouſly. Such a dupe was my 4 
© underſtanding} to my heart; and ſo fooliſhly did 1 Y 
imagine I could” be maſter of a flame to which I 3 
was every day adding fuel. 

© O Miſs Matthews! we have N fv men en- 
tirely maſters of their paſſions, aud of hearts which 
can carry this fire in them, and conceal it at their - 
pleaſure. Perhaps there may be ſuch; but if 
there are, thoſe hearts may be compared; I be- 
lieve, to damps, in which it is more difficult te 
keep fire alive than to prevent its blazing : in 
mine, it was placed in the midſt of combultible 


matter. 


After ſeveral viſits, - in "whack looks. and n 
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martyrs to this tender paſſion; that I had long con- 
cealed it from its object, At length, after men- 
a pon many. PO e however, 
8 e 2 


had been interchan ed on both ſides, but without 
7 the leaſt mention ” paſſion in private, one day 
lia * the diſcourſe between us, when alone, happened 
ur to turn on love; I ſay happened, for I proteſt it was 
er, not deſigned on my ſide, and I am as firmly con- 
- Vvinced not on hers. I was now no longer maſter of 
ng myſelf; I declared myſelf the molt wretched of all 
le ; 

4 


* MIN 1 . K 1 b 4 1 * 
«thoſe which muſt have neceſſarily brought it home 
to Amelia, I concluded with begging her to be the 


© confidant of my amour, and to give me her ade. 


CE Wes on that occaſion 


Amelia, (O I ſhall never e the 1 58 5 N 


5 Wen !) appeared all confuſion at this inſtant. She 


* trembled, turned pale, and diſcovered how well ſhe. 
underſtood me, by a thouſand more ſymptoms than 


I could take notice of, in a ſtate of mind ſo very 
little different from her-own. At laſt, with falter- 
0 ing accents, ſhe ſaid, I had made a very ill. no. 
of a counſellor, in a matter in which the was f. 
6 e e eee at laſt, I believe, Mr Bo. 
you gentlemen want very little advice in theſe a4. 
« fairs, which you all underſtand better than we do- 
I will relate no more of our conyerſation at pre- 
« ſent; indeed I am afraid L Art you "with too e 
« particulars.” 5 
O no, anſwered ſhe, 1 ould be glad to Haw: 
8 every ſep of an amour which had ſo tender a be. 


by ginning. Tell me every ching YOu: laid or did, bl : 


you can remember it.“ 


He then proceeded, and ſo will we in the nen 


. chapter, N | 285 


* 


)))CCCCCCCT 
Mr Booth continues his ſtory. In this ets ther ant : 
eme paſſages that may ſerve as a kind of touch/tone, | 


by which a young lady may examine ibe heart of ber 


lover. I would adviſe, therefore, that every lever bt | 


ebliged to read it over in the preſence of his miſtreſs, 


and that ſhe Gary's wy watch bis emotions while (#9 is 


e Ih WE yt. | 


"WAS under the N concern,” cries Boot: 
when. I retired from my viſit, and had reflectec 


Hg 1 5 on what I had ſaid. I now faw plainly that 


* T had made downright love to Amelia; and I feared, 


.* ſuch was my vanity, that I had 2 already gone too | 
* far, and been too ſucceſsful. Feared ! do Þ ſay, | 
could I fear what I hoped 7 ? bow ſhall 1 deſcribe the 
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Tou need give yourſelf no great pain, cried Mis 
Matthews, to deſcribe what I can fo eafily gueſs. 
To be honeſt-with you, Mr Booth, I do not agree 
with your lady's opinion, that the men have a ſupe - 
rior underſtanding in the matters of love. Men are 
often blind to the paſſions of women; but every 


woman is as quick. ſighted as a hawk on theſe oc- 


« caſions; nor is there one article in the whole 
« ſcience which is not underſtood by all our ſen. 
However, Madam, ſaid Mr Booth, I now un- 
« dertook to deceive Amelia. 1 abſtained three days 
from ſeeing her; to ſay the truth, I endeavoured ' 
to work myſelf up to a reſolution of leaving her for 


« ever.; dut when I could not ſo far ſubdue my paſſion 


But why do I talk nonſenſe, of ſubduing paſſion? 
© | ſhould rather ſay, when no other paſſion could 
ſurmount my love, I returned to viſit her, and now l 


1 attemped the ſtrangeſt project which ever entered 


into the ſilly head of a lover. This was to perſuade 
Amelia that I was really in love in another place; 
* and had literally expreſſed my meaning, when I 
* aſked her advice, and deſired her to be my confidant. 
I therefore forged a meeting to have been between 
© me and my imaginary miſtreſs, ſines I had lat 
ſeen Amelia, and related the particulars as welk as 
] could invent hn; which a 1 at our . 
verſat ion . 

Poor A preſently Gliese chis wat 3 


_ © as ſhe hath told me ſince, abſolutely: believed me to 


© be in earneſt. Poor dear love! how ſhould: the 
* ſincereſt, of hearts have any idea of deceit? for wit 
„ all ker fimplicity,” L affure you ow. is * moſt iens 
* ſible woman in the world,” 


* It is highly generous and good in Sond (Gia Miſs 155 


Matthews, with a- fly ſneer) ? to impute to wen 165 


* what others would perhaps call credulity,” © 
* I proteſt; Madam,” anſwered. he, 1 do. I 

more than juſtice. A good heart will, at alb times, 
« betray che Be Mea in das workd 8 

dam, my angel was now, if poſſible, more confu- 

* fed than before. She enen e EY hs aero ad : 
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Ves, yes, I can,“ anſwered the lady, with a 2 gh, 
* A i 


J can believe it. Well, well, go on.“ 


ſome heſitation,” cried he, my Amelia ſaid faintly 


to me, Mr Booth, you uſe me very ill; you de- 


fire me to be your confidant, and conceal from me 


the name of your miſtreſs.” _ 
Ils it poſſible then, Madam, anſwered I, that you 
* cannot gueſs her, when I tell you ſhe is one of Jour 
s * acquaintance, and lives in this town ?* _ 
My acquaintance?” ſaid the, * La! Mr Booth, 
« — In "his town. 1—I---I thought I could have 
gueſſed for once; but I have an ill talent that 


te way. I will never attempt to. gueſs. any thing 


| I pre- 
— tend to repreſent her manner. Her manner, look, 


e again. Indeed I do her an injury. 


voice, every ching was inimitable; ſuch ſweetneſs, 
* ſoftneſs, innocence, modeſty | . Up on my ſoul, if 
never man could boaſt of bis i eee 1 think 1 
2 N ht now, that I abſtained from . proſtrate: 

er feet, and adoring her. Howeyer, triumphs. 


e od; pride, I believe, triumphed, or perhaps. love: | 


25 the better of love. We once more parted, and. 


promiſed the next time I law hers, to- reveal the 
name of my miſtreſs. 


I now had, I thou ght, inen a completa OY 


oy v tory over myſelf; and no ſmalk compliments did t 

pay to my own reſolution. In ſhort, I triumphed 

_ © 2g cowards and niggards do when they flatter them 

* ſelves with TR. | wag ſome ene inſtance of 
t 


Having hitherto, ſucceeded ſo Se: in W own 


N ; . 2 opinion, and obtained this mighty. ſeifconqueſt, 'Þ 


now entertained a deſign of exerting the molt ro- 


_ + mantic generolity, and of curing that unhappy yu E 
1 up * on which I perceived I had ra: | 
Among the ladies who had men f the greateſt 
0 „ Fatisfaction at my Amelia's misfortune, Mis Uf 
borne had diſtinguiſhed. herſelf in a very eminent 


be e ; the was ae the next in dean to my: 


- * 2.9 
* 5 


Ee, 
„ 


; and my triumph laſted as 
8 „long; that is to ſay, till my aſcendant paſſion had a 

proper opportunity of diſplaxing 70 in its 10 f 
and natural colours. | 
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, angel, nay, ſhe had diſputed the preference, and 
had ſome among her admirers, Who were blind 
enough to give it in her favour.“ 
3 «© Well, cries the lady, I will allow you to call - 
e * them blind; but Miſs Oſborne was a een 
. girl.“ 
U She certainly was a bert he, and 8 
a very conſiderable fortune; ſo I thought my Ame- 
lia would have little difficulty i in believing me, when 
I fixed on her as my miftreſs. And I concluded, 
that my thus placing my affections on her known - 
enemy, would be the ſureſt method of eradicating 
every tender idea with which 1 had been erer ho- 
noured by Amelia. pe 
Well then, to Amelia 1 went; ſhe received me 
with more than uſual coldneſs and reſerve; in 
which, to confeſs the truth, there appeared to me 
more of anger than indifferenten and more of 
dejection than of either. After ſome ſhort intro - 
duction, I revived the diſcourſe of my amour, 
and preſently mentioned Miſs Oſborne as the lady 
whoſe name I had concealed ; adding, that the 
true reaſon why I did not mention her before, 
was, that I apprehended there was ſome little di- 
| ſtance between them, which I hoped to have the 5 
* happineſs of accommodating. 5 
Amelia anſwered, with much gravity, Fo If you. 


AS RT N92 


Bn © — © 


“ know, Sir, that there is any diſtance between us, 
of. Wal < I ſuppoſe you know the reaſon of that diſtance; 
20 and then, I think, I could not have expected to 
Aa ce 


be affronted by her name. I would not have 
„you think, Mr Booth, that I hate Miſs Oſborne. 
« No! Heaven is my witneſs, I deſpiſe her too much. 


3 * 8 
2 * 


after this have expected from you? but why . 
not from 2 to whom I am a | perſon entirely in- 
8 | - 8 — 


„ L. * woman who hath treated me fo cruelly, I own. it _ _ © 
gives me pain-—When I lay, as I then imagined, - 
a- and as all about me believed, upon my death-bed, 
ein all che agonies of pain and miſery, to become 
teſt: © the object of laughter to my deareſt friend. 
70 = Mr Booth, it is a cruel reflection! and could 1 


2 
— 


. 


© —Indeed, when I é reflect how much 1 loved the * 


_ Fr . * 2 


2 8 I \ 1 RO = 
oY Io l - 2 
- — „ — — - 


>. e — I NOISE 
— rn ns a rr N 


= 


| —— 
— ICE 
= + = 
s 2 — 8 - << N 
— : 
= 5 * 
2 PRI 7 A » wie 
— . 3 r — — 2. 
wv „ — — — 
o < wt a as - % 2 IS - — — 


. — —— 
* — — — 2 


—— — 


— ——— 


= —U—äBIEk a4: _— 
Opn” OS 
= — > —= "a -—A- 408 ws -» 
— — — = 


—_— — ——— — 


\ ow = 
. « — , 
e 
Fe hw 
* 


— — — 
e 


* 
4 — E 


2 


r he A. * 3 
— 1 a. 7 4 - <p" . — 2 


J 
f 
z 


4 __ 
6 . 
1 
_ - 
5 
4 , 
Ms. + 
o 
i 4 
* 
| ; 
- 
= - 
T1 
» F : 
I 
$4 
*+ WY 
_—— 
! 2 
1 . 
N 


« different, if ſuch a friend could treat me ſo bar. 
«* barouſly? ? 
During the l part of this cs the tears 
. * ſtreamed from her bright eyes. I could endure it 
no longer, I caught up the word indifferent, and 
repeated it, ſaying, Do you think then, Madam, 
that Miſs Emily is indifferent to me?? 
es ſurely, 1 do,“ anſwered ſhe, © I 0 7 
1% am; indeed, wr ſhould J not be ny”; 
v6 you! 77 FE 
'.. © Have, my eyes. Laid I, oF then, declared. no- 
* thing ?? | 
. * G there is no need of your eyes,” „ ſhe. 
* Your tongue hath declared that you have ſingled 
© out of all womankind my greateſt, I will ſay, my 
t baſeſt enemy. I own I once thought that cha. 
c rater would have been no vecomalendation to you, 
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I | then fell on my knees before her z and iu L 
* cing her hand, cried out, O my Amelia, I -can 
bear no longer, You are the only miſtreſs of my 
_ * affeftions; you are the deity I adore. In this ſtyle 
: Iran on for: above two or three minutes, What it 
is impoſſible to repeat, till a torrent of contending 
s paſſions, together with the ſurpriſe, oyerpower- 

{ ed her gentle ſpirits, and the fainted away in my 
arms. 
<To deſcribe | my . cl ſhe returned to 

© herſelf, is not in my power. You need not; 
cried Miſs Matthews.—* Oh! happy Amelia! why, 
had I not been. blefſed with ſuch a patho n?— 1 
am convinced, Madam, continued he, © you can- 
not expect all the particulars of the tender ſcene 
which enſued, I was not enough in my ſenſes te 
remember it all. Let it ſuffice to ſay, that That 
behaviour with which Amelia, while ignorant of 
its motive, had been ſo much diſpleaſed, when ſhe 
became ſenſible of that motive, proved the {trong- 
eſt recommendation to her favour ; and ihe Was 
pleaſed to call 1 it $ooerans.; . 
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% —But why did L think ſo? I was born to 9 =. 


R „* 


c err . 


or, n e 
oy « Generous 1 repeated the lady, „and ſo it was 


almoſt beyond the reach of humanity. 1 queſtion 
* whether you ever had an equal.” 


it perhaps the critical reader may bude the gane 
id doubt with Miſs Matthews; and, leſt he ſhould, 

n, we will here make a gap in our hiſtory, to give 
. him an opportunity of accurately conſidering whe- 
61 ther this conduct of Mr Booth was natural or no; 
to and conſequently, whether we have, in this place, 


maintained or deviated from that ſtrict adherence to 
univerſal truth hien we 1. 75 221117 all other hi- 
Rorians, £3] 


CHAP. 5 5 4 585 
The narrative continued. More of the touch Hoe. = 


OOTH made a beser acknowledgement of 
Miſs Matthews' $ dt a ab and then r his 


| Yor 
5 57 were upon the foorii of overs; und Ame- 
* ha threw off her reſerve more and more, till at length 
* I found all that return of my „ Aer which che 
© tenderelſt lover can require. Oh, 
My fituation would now have n a pars ks 
& had not my happineſs been interrupted with the 
* ſame reffections I have already mentioned; had 1 
* not, in {hort, concluded, that I muſt derive all my 
* joys from the almoſt certain ruin of that GOT crea- 
ture to whom I would owe them. 
* This thought haunted me nighe and Fay 1) Oh 
* „ #1 grew unable to ſupport it; I therefore 
F reſolved, in are: ſtrongeſt manner, 8 5 0 it before | 


Amelia. 

oo One evening than; after TE higheſt been E 
. * the molt difinitereſted love, in whic - Heaven knows 

[ of my fincerity, I took an occaſion to peak to Amelia, 

0 the in the following manner: 

1 r « Too true it is, I am end my deareſt crea- 
one. sture, that the binkelt human happineſs is imper- 


fect. How rich would be my cup, was it not for 
2 one 1 Pp which, eee the 1 . 
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O Amelia, 0 avaſt "ey * ene of wy 
ever having the honour to call you mine !- 


how wretched muſt your lot be 


apprehenſion of your diſtteſs ! can I bear to re- 
flegt a moment? on the certainty of your forego- 


ſee you in ſuch a ſituation, 
witk being the accurſed cauſe of bringing you to 


ſummoned from 


of the tenderneſs of a huſband, deprived too of 
the tendernefs of the beſt of mothers, through 


muſt we do, Amelia! it is now I ware e | 


an alternative? would to Heaven we had never 


know my fituation- in life, and you know your 
own: I have nothing more than the poor pro- 
vition of an enſign's commiſſion to depend on; 
your ſole dependence is on your mother; ſhould 
any act of diſobedience defeat Neur. erpecdations 
be with me! 0 
Amelia, how ghaſtly an object to my mind is the 


ing all the conveniencies of life; on the poſſi> 
bility of your ſuffering all its molt dreadfol in · 
conveniencies what muſt be my miſery then, to 


and to upbraid myſelf 


it! ſuppoſe too, in ſuch a ſeaſon, I ſhould be 
you. Could I ſubmit to ſee you 
encounter all the hazards, the fatigues of war, 
with me! you could not yourſelf, however wil- 
ling, ſupport them a ſingle campaign. What 
then, muſt I leave you to ſtarve alone, deprived 


my means ? a woman moſt dear to me, for being 
the parent,. the nurſe, and the friend of my 
Amelia,------But, uy my ſweet creature, carry 
your thoughts a little farther, Think of the 
tendereſt conſequences, the deareſt | pledges of 
our love. Can I bear to think of ne beg- 
gary on the poſterity of my Amelia? on our. 
O Heavens! on our children?---On the other ſide, 
is it poſlible even to mention the word---L will not, 
muſt not, cannot, cannot part with you,---What 


4 


advice,” 
« What advice can I give Gay” ſaid ſhe, « in fuck | 


met!“ 
© Theſe words were cabin with a agb. abt 


a look inexpreſſibly tender, the tears at the fame 


. time K all her * cheeks. 
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endeavouring to reply, when I was interrupted by ; 


. « what ſoon put an end to the ſcene. 


Our amour Had already been buzzed all over 
the town; and it came at laſt to the ears of Mrs 


© Harris : Hf had, indeed, obſerved | of late a great Sy 


8 alteration in | that f lady's behaviour towards me, | 


« a long time, before this evening, ever obtain a 
private interview with Amelia; and no, it ſeems, 
© ] owed it to her mother's intention of over-hear- 
ing all that paſſed between us 

At the period then abovementioned, Mrs Harris 
« burſt from the cloſet, where ſhe had hid herſelf, 
and ſurpriſed her daughter, reclining on my boſom 
in all that tender ſorrow I have juſt deſcribed. I 


vill not attempt to paint the rage of the mother, 
bor the daughter's confuſion, or my own, *© Here 


are very fine doings, indeed,” cries Mrs Harris; 
% you have made a noble uſe, Amelia, of my in- 
% dulgence,, and the truſt I repoſed in you.— As for 
% you, Mr Booth, I will not accuſe you; you have 
* uſed my child, as I ought to have expected; 1 
* may thank myſelf for what hath happened.“ With 
* much more of the ſame kind, before ſhe would 


* ſuffer me to ſpeak; but at laſt, I obtained a hear- 


ing, and offered to. excuſe my poor Amelia, who 
vas ready to fink into the earth under the oppreſſion 
* of grief, by taking as much. blame as I could 


on myſelt, Mrs Harris anſwered, No, Sir, I 


* muſt ſay you are innocent in compariſon of her; 
“ nay, I can ſay, I have heard you uſe diſſuaſive 
arguments; and I promiſe you they are of weight. 
* I have, I thank Heaven, one dutiful child, and 1 
* ſhall henceforth think her my only one. She 
* then forced the poor, trembling, fainting Amelia 
out of the room; which when ſhe had done, the 
began very coolly to reaſon with me on the folly, 
* as, well as iniquity, which I had been guilty of; 
and repeated to me almoſt every word I had before 
* urged to her daughter, In fine, ſhe at laſt obtained 
of me a promiſe that I would ſoon go to my regi- 
W Hs tcl G . a ee ment, 
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ment, and ſubmit to any e rather than RY 
. 2 of being the ruin of Amelia. 


* I- now, for many days, ee the- 8 


_. © torments Which the human mind is, I believe, 
capable of feeling: and 1 can honeſtly ſayi I tried 
5 all che means, and applied every argument Which 


© 1 could raiſe to cure me of my love! And to 


make theſe the more effectual, 1 ſpent every night 
„in walking backwards and e in the fight | 


of Mrs Harris s houſe, where I never failed to find 


* {ome object or other, which raiſed ſome tender idea 
of my lovely Amelia, ane almoſt drove Lage to di- 


£ ſtraction. ie 12 of © 
© + And, don't you think; Sir; aid | Miſs Mark 3 


17 took a molt enen ds to cure vou. 
t,; 


Alas, Madam, unſwered ke, © you anne ſee it 
in a more abſurd light than 1 as; but thoſe know 


„little of real love or grief, who! do not know 


* how much we deceive ourfelves When we pretend 


« to aim at the cure of either. It is with theſe, as. 


it is with ſome diſtempers of the body, nothing is 
in the lea agreeable to us Ae e eee to. 


* heighten the diſeaſG. ee 


At the end of a borenigkt, Po 1 Was Ken | 


almoſt to the higheſt degree of deſpair, and could 


contrive no methed of | conveying! a letter to. 


Amelia, how was I ſurpriſed When Mrs Harris 


« ſervant brought me a card, with an ipvitätion 


from the mother herſelf, to drink tea that aue 
© at her houſe! r . 


Lou will eafily believe, Madam; that I did nok | 


e fail {0 agreeable an appointment: on my arrival, 


I was introduced into a large company of men and 
women, Mrs Harris 25 mY Amelia Err parka > 


Y the company "AFL 8 4 
© Amelia diving, TY my eyes. to look more deau 
tiful than ever, and behaved with all the gaiety 


: 1 


imaginable, The old lady treated me with maick 


civility; but the young lady took little notice of 


me, and addrefſed moſt of her diſcourſe to" ano< 


7 ther gentleman preſent. - mae, ſhe 9 b 
ne, en 
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·ͤ anneal as We ; 
men gave me a lock of no diſcouraging Kind and 
iI obſerved her colour change more than once, 


* when. her eyes met mine: circumſtances which, 
perhaps, ought to have afforded me ſufficient com- 


fort; but they could not allay the thouſand doubts 1 


> 

i 

h and fears with which I was alarmed': for my an- 
N © xious thoughts ſuggeſted no leſs to me than that 
it. Amelia had made her peace with her mother at 
„dee price of abandoning. me for ever, and of giving 
4 © her ear to ſome. other lover. All my prudence 
4 © now vaniſhed at once; and I would that inſtant 
i. © have: gladly run away with Amelia,. and have mar- 
, « ried her without the in conſiderations of: apy! con- 


_— 


$, « ſequences. -. > 
"x c With ſuch Wenn Hts I kad: corned ri for 
4 near two hours, till moſt of the company had taken 
* © their leave. This I was. myſelf incapable of doing; 
"Hh © nor do I know when I ſhould. have put an end to 
W. © my viſit, had not Dr Harriſon taken me away al- 
A © moſt by force, telling me, in a whiſper, that he had 
48 ſomething to ſay to me of great CONRGUENCE . 
1. * You know the Doctor, Madam n | 
5 Very well, Sir, anſwered Miſs Matthews, 8 and 

; one of the beſt men in the world he is, and an ho- 
en nour to the ſacred order to which he belongs. 
1d; Jou will judge, replied Booth, by the fennel, a 
td. © whether I have reaſon to think him. ſo. +9090 then 
=Y proceeded. as in the next e 8 
on. i 7 8 
ng: 1 eee 1 8 
3 The flory of My Booth: eontinocts Br 152 cheater the 
10k: reader will perceive a: glimpſe of the character of 
al; very good divine. with ſome matters of 4 very tet. 
nd der kind. 5 | 


# „ H E Doctor nde me into „ kis Wide; 44 
then, deſiring me to ſit down, began, as near 
„as IL can remember, in en words, or at leaſt to: 
this purpoſe: 
. © You cannot imagine, young gentleman, that 
Jour love for Miſs: Emily is any ſecret” in this 
1 I h are known it ſome time, and have 


EE | — deen, 


. * ; * / 
* 


cc: COR: N S 54 7 r * f | a 89 7 $3 + 1 0 i , 
J T'anfwered, that 1 was very much obliged! 
9. | 4 .. e Io 2 I N 8 2 * : > 5 2 Se x; E 

ww +. W hy; is OY 111 % replied he, and: een 

6 « you will think yourſelf when you know all 


0 quaint her with my apprehenſions on ber d | 
* ter's account: for though the matter was muck 
„ talked of, I thought it might poſſibly not have 
% reached: her ears. I will be very plain with you. 


„lady, and even to ſend her to ſome place, where 
« ſhe might be effectually kept out of 7 reach, 
* while you remained in the town.“ 


© ſhould thank you on this occaſion ?? 


«« you any kindneſs; nor do 1 "defivet any of your 
« thanks. My intention was to preſerve a worthy 


1 good character, and whom 1 imagined to have a 
nne =, 


70 entertain ſuch an opinion of me.” _ 
« Why, Sir,” replied the Doctor, “it che 
« which, I believe, moſt of you young gentlemen of 


jaſtances, and have heard of more, where ſuch 


* name of marriage.” 
I was going to interrupt kim with ſom anger, 
when he defired me to have a little patience, - 


Harris, without waiting for his informatitulp had 
+ recounted to him all which had happened the 
evening before; and indeed ſhe mutt hate an 


© excel Memory, for 1 think the repongy every 
LY ; 1 word 


4 
L 
7g ing after the diſcovery I have related; that Mrs 


* 1 
* 


went about a fortnight ago to Mrs Harris, to — | 


_ « T adviſed her to take all poſſible care of the young 


And do you think, Sir,” ſaid „ that this wy 
acting a kind part by me? or do you expect that [ | 


* Young man,” anſwered he, f did not inte 


« lady from a young fellow of whom I had heard no 
deſign of were a Human creature for the ko 2 


© It was very kind of you, indeed. anfwered . 2 19 | 


the order of the rag-deſerve; I have known ſome | 


« young fellows have committed robbery under he | 


then informed me, that he had viſited Mrs Har- 
ris, with the above-mentioned deſign, the even. 
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"word: 140 eka „ 
« her daughter to her chambeeq: where ſhe hep her 
« a cloſe priſoner, and had not ſeen her ſince :: 

] cannot expreſs, nor would modeſty: 8 ; 
if I could, all that now paſſed. The Doftor: took: 
me by the hand, and burſt ſorth into the warmeſt | 
commendations of the: ſenſe and genepohty: whicir,. -- 
he was pleaſed: to ſay, diſcovered themſelves in my 
ſpeech. You know, Madam, his ſtrong and ſin- 
gular way of expreſſing himſelf on all occaſions, 
eſpecially when he is affected with any thing. Sir, 
ſaid he, if I knew half a dozen ſuch inſtances in 
the army, the painter ſhould 5 ernster 1 N N 
all the ſaints in my cloſet. 

From rhis inſtant the Doctor told; foe kn Bad 7 
become my friend and zealons advocate: with: Mrs 
Harris, on whom he had at laſt prevailed, though ' Þ 
not without the greateſt difficulty, to conſent to 
my marrying Amelia, upon condition that I ſettſed 
© every penny which the mother: ſhould ; lay down 
and that the would retain. a certain ſum: in her 
hands, which ſhe would at any 0 __—_ ad 155 
* my advancement in the army. 

«© You will, 1 hope, Madam, . chat . 
© made no heſitation at theſe conditions; 25 0 need 
© I mention the joy which I felt on this occaſion, or 
* the acknowledgment I paid the Doctor, dn ug 
indeed, as you ſay, one of the beſt of men 
© The next morning I had permiſſion to ide 
Amelia, who received me in ſuch a manner, that 
I now concluded my happineſs to be complete. - 
Every thing was now agreed on all ſides, and 
lawyers employed to prepare the writings, when 
an unexpected cloud aroſe ſuddenly in our ſerene 
{ky, and all our joys were obſcured in a moment. 
When matters were, as IJ apprehended, d a 
near a concluſion, I received an expreſs that a 
* ſiſter, whom I tenderly loved, was ſeized wich a 
violent fever, and earneſtly deſired me to come t 
her. I immediately obeyed the ſummons, and, 
as it was then about two in the morning, without 
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* 


f ng even to take leave of Amelia, Ws whom 1 
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«W014 1 left a ſhort billet, acquainting her with che rea. | 


+ ſon of my abſence.” Ont FLEA 
I he gentleman's: houſe 8 Lifter then 
was, ſtood at fifty miles diſtance, aud though I 
e uſed the utmoſt expedition, the unmerciful di. 
ſtemper had, before my arrival, entirely deprived 


the poor girl of her ſenſes; as it ſoon: n hw of 


her ke. 5 - EN; 

Not all che e 801 e nor * en 
tuous delight with which the approaching hour 
© of poſſeſſing her filled my heart, could, for a 
while, allay my grief at the loſs: of my beloved 

Nancy. Upon my ſoul, I cannot yet mention 
her name without tears. Never brother and ſiſter 
had, I believe, a higher friendſhip for each other, 
Poor dear girl! whilſt I fat by her in her light. 

headed fits, the repeated ſcarce any other name but 

mine: and it plainly appeared, that when her dear 
« reaſon was raviſhed away from her, it had left my 
image on her fancy, and that the laſt uſe ſhe/hal 
made ef it was te think on me. Send for my 
% dear Billy immediately, ſhe cried, I know 
* he will come to me in a moment. Will nobody 
« fetch him to me? pray, don't kill me before I fee 
* him once more—Yow durſt not uſe me ſo if he 
„ was here. '—---Every. accent ſtil rings in my 
ears Oh heavens! to hear this, and at the fame 
time to ſee. the poor delirious creature deriving 
the greateſt horrors: from ray ſight, and miſta- 
king me for a highwayman who had a little before 


.* robbed her. But I aſk your pardon, the ſenſatiom 


II felt are to be known only from experience, and to 

+ you muſt appear dull and inſipid. At laſt ſhe ſeemet 
for a moment to know me, and cried,. O heavens! 
« my deareſt brother! upon which ſhe fell into im. 
* mediate convulſions, and died away in my arms. 


Here Booth ſtopped a moment, and wiped n 
eyes; and Miſs Matthews, e out di com. 
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Containing ſtrange reualutiont of fortune: 
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This loſs, perhaps, Madam, vou will think 


was to be buried, a eurier arrived from D 
Harriſon With a letter, in which the Doctor ac- 
quainted. me, «that he was, quſt, Sin. from Mes 
Harris, when he diſpatched the express and gar- 
neſtly deſired me to return the very inſtant I re- 


«„ 4 «!4/ „4 A 


« ceived. his letter, as valued my Amelia. Though 
„if the daughter, added he, ſhould. take after her 


not think ſo: for, on the day when my Nancy 


ä * 5 Fee N 18 ä r 
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mother (as moſt of them do) it will be, perhaps, : 


« wiſer in yon to ſtay; awaya, | LO ALT. 
I preſently ſent for the meſſenger into mi roam. 
and with much difficulty extorted from hic that 

Mrs Harris's, and that the whole town ſaid; he: 
was ſhortly to he married, to Amelia. 


* 
7 
- 


. 
6 
C 


*. 


l no ſoon perceived how much ſuperior my love 


idea diſappeared in a moment: quitted the dear 
lifeleſs corpſe, over which I had ſhed a, thoutand 


— 


for Amelia was to every other paſſion; poor Nancy's: 


tears, left the care: of the funeral te. others, and 


alighted at the Doctor's hquſe, as he had deſired im 


. ; K 5 ” . 1 
in his, letter. l Gi e S 


7 


The good man preſently acquainted. me With: | 
what had happened in, my abſence, . Mr Winck- 


© worth had, it ſeems, arrived the very: day. of my: 


departure with a grand, equipage, and without 


| delay, had made formal propoſals. to; Mrs Tarr 
offering to ſettle any: part of his yalt! oft 


- 


5, 


+ 


whatever manner ſhe | pleaſed,. en Amelia, Theſe 


* P 4 


propofals the old lady had, withouty ang delibe> 


A 


— 
5 5 
|« polted, + may alinoſt ſay flew, back o Amelia, and 


ration, accepted, and! had, inſiſted, in the moſt 


violent manner, on her daughter's compliance, 


* which Amelia had as peremptorily |refoſed- to. 
* give; inlikingy on her part, an the conſent Which, 
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her mother had before given to our marriage,” in 
which ſhe was heartily ſeconded by the Doctor, = 


declared to her, as he now did to: me, hat we 
* ought as much to be eſteemed man and wife, as if 


the ceremony had already paſſed between us“ 


© Theſe remonſtrances, the Doctor told me, had 


7. worked no effect on Mrs Harris, who ftill perliſted 


in her avowed reſolution of marrying her daughter 


to Winckworth, whom the Doctor had likewiſe at. 


' tacked, telling him, that he was paying his addreſſes 
to another man's wife: but all te no puxpoſe; the 


young gentleman was too ork in love to hearkey 


S 70 any diſſuaſives. © „„ ð „% IO PLD © G4 Sg 1 

© We now b et into a com ultation whine mean 
to employ. The Doctor earneſtly proteſted again 
any violence to be offered to the perſon of Winck- 
worth, which, I believe, I had raſhly threatened: 
declaring, that if I made any attempt of that kind, 
he would for ever abanden my cauſe. I made bin 
a ſolemn promiſe of forbearance. At laſt, be de. 
termined to pay another viſit to Mrs: Harris, and if 


conſent of the mother; which every parent, he ſaid, 
© had a right to refuſe, but not to retract when given, 


Fe unleſs the party himſelf, "by dane; ee on 15 | 


ave a reaſon... 


The Doctor e nde his vi t whh 1 


- ſueceſs than before, the matter now gel Was, 


* how to get poſſeſſion of Amelia by ſtratagem: fot 
*- ſhe was now a cloſer priſoner than ever, was her 
© mother's bed-fellow by 2 and never out - Net 
* ſight by day, k 


While we were detibernting ON this poſaes; a . wines 


* merchant of the town came to viſit the Doctor, td 
inform him, that he had juſt bottled off a Hhogſhea 


of excellent old port, of which he offered te ſpare 
© him a hkamper, faying, That he was that * 0 


:* ſend in twelve dozen to Mrs Harris. 


32 The Dottor now ſmiled at a coneeit ieh came] 
into his head; and, taking me aſide, aſked me, i 


* TE hail love enough for the W ns 2 


he found her obdurate, he ſaid, he thought Kimſel 
at liberty to join us together without any further 
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in into the houſe in a hamper, I joyfully at 
rho the propoſal, to which the merchant, 


ant, at the Doc- 

e « tor's interceſſion, conſented : ſor I believe, Madam, 
you know the great authority which that worthy 

man had over the whole town. The Doctor, more- 

had over, promiſed to procure a licence, and to perform 
4 

* 


ited the office for us at his houſe, if I could find any 
hter means of conveying Amelia thither,./ ' 1 


at. WR In this hamper, then, I was carried to the houſe, 
elſes Bl © and depoſited in the entry, where 1 had not lain 
"tle long before I was again removed and packed up in 
cken a cart, in order to be ſent five miles into the coun- 
a” « try: for I heard the orders given as I lay in the 

ears entry; and there I likewiſe heard, that Amelia and” 
aint Wl © her mother were to follow me the next morning. 

mck- I was unloaded from my cart, and ſet down with 
ned; the reſt of the lumber, in a great hall. Here I re- 
rind, Wl mained above three hours, impatiently waiting for 
vim Wi © the evening, when I determined to quit a poſture 
ede. © which was become very uneaſy, and break my priſon ; 
nd if WF © but Fortune contrived to releaſe me ſooner, by the 

mſelt Wl © following means: the houſe where L now was, had 
rther Wi been left in the care of one maid-ſervant, "This 
laid, WY © faithful creature came into the hall, with the foot- 
man who had driven the cart: A ſcene of the high- 
« eſt fondneſs having paſſed between them, the fellow 
* propoſed, and the maid conſented, to open the 
© hamper and drink a bottle together, which, they 
agreed, their miſtreſs would hardly miſs in ſuch a 
quantity. They preſently began to execute their 
* purpoſe. They opened the hamper; and to their 


* 


great ſurpriſe diſcovered the content. 
I I took an immediate advantage of the conſterna- 
* tion which appeared in the countenances of both 
* the ſervants, and had ſufficient preſence. of mind to 
improve the knowledge of thoſe ſecrets to which 1 
* was privy. I told them, that it entirely depended on 
their behaviour to me whether their miſtreſs ſhould _ 
ever be acquainted; either with what they had 
done, or with what. they had intended to do; for 
„chat, if they would keep my ſecret, L would recipro- 
: cally keep theirs, I then acquainted them with my * 
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by, FOE -Iyinz 
to Watch an . opporcunity of " ovianing a pri ; * 
__ ©, terview with Amelia. tes eee 
In the ſituation in luck theſe two eee ö 
ſtood, you may be aſſured it was not difficult for 
me to ſeal up their lips. In ſhort, they agreed to 
_ ©: whatever I propoſed. I lay that evening in my dear 
c Amelia's bed- chamber, and was in the morning 
0 conveyed i into an old lumber garret, where I Was to 
*: wait till Amelia (whom the maid promiſed, on her 
arrival, to inform vf my place of concealment) 
could find fone oppontitaity of ſeeing me. 
I aſkx-/pardon for interrupting” you,” ories iſ 
Matthews, but you bring to my remembranee 2 
< fooliſh ſtory which I heard at that time, thoughat a 
great diſtance from you: that an officer had, in 
pd 2e with Mifs Harris, broke open her mo. 
© ther's cellar, and ſtole away a great quantity of her 
© wine. I mention it only to _— u what fort of 
foundations molt ſtories have. ee 
Booth told her he had heard ſome ach ching TY 
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E RE, continued he, I remained ths! whol: 
11 day, in hopes of a happineſs, the expected ap 
© proach of which gave me ſuch a delight, that l 

Would not have exchanged my Peer lodgingy't * 

the fineſt palace in the univerſe. 

A little after it was dark Mrs Farris arrived, to- 
Fether with Amelia and her fiſter. I cannot expreb 
how much my heart now began to flutter;; for a 

my hopes every moment encreaſed, frange fears, 
« whictet had not felt before, ed pe now, toi inte el ningle 
ich them. 8 0 
1-4 When? 1 Nad eensgues fh eie eus in _— 
* circumſtances, TT heard a woman 8 Rep. tripping] 
up Rairs, whack. 1 fondly hoped Was wy. {Tha 
yr It KY $2 $768 Ef of Ba hg vg 26 GE” 1 
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aggravation of my diſappointment 2” | 


© 


oo al on a ſadden FRE FREY this * and Mr 
Harris herſelf appeared at it, with a countenance 
pale as death, her whole body trembling, I ſuppoſe, 
with anger; {he fell upon me in the moſt bitter lan · 
guage, It is not neceſſary' to repeat what ſhe ſaid, 
nor indeed can I, I was ſo ſhocked and confoundedon . 
this occaſion. In a word, the ſcene ended with my 
departing without ſeeing Amelia. 
And pray, cries Miſs! atthews, * how happened 
this unfortunate diſcovery ?*. . 

Booth anſwered, that __ lady at ſupper ordered 
a bottle of wine, which neither myſelf,” ſaid he, 
nor the ſervants, had preſence; of mind to provide. 
Being told there was none in the houſe, though 
ſhe had been before informed that the things came 


all ſafe, the had ſent for the maid, who being un- | 
able to deviſe any excuſe, had fallen on her knees, 


and after confeſling her deſign of opening a bottle, 
which ſhe imputed to che Os TA as poor me 
to her miſtreſs. 


Well, Madam, after a Ea of about a Ger : 


of an hour's Saran; from Mrs Harris, I ſuffered 


her to conduct me to the outward gate of her court - 
yard, whence I ſet forward in a difconſolare condi- 
tion of mind, towards my,lodgings. I had five 
miles to walk in a dark and rainy night; but how 
can I mention theſe trifling circumſtances as any 


How was it poſſible, cries Miſs Matthews, « that 


* you could be got ont of the houſe without ſeeing 
* Miſs Harris ?” 


* I aſſure you, Madam, e Booth: <7 have 

often wondered at it. myfelf; but my ſpirits were fo 
much ſank at the ſight of her mother, that no man 
was ever a greater coward than I was at that in» 


ſtant, Indeed I believe my tender concern fbr the 
terrors of Amelia, were the principal'cauſe of m 


ſubmiſſion. However it was, I left the houſe, and 


walked about an hundred yards, when, at the _ 


corner of the garden wall, a female voice, in a a 


© whiſper, cried out, Mr Booth, The perſon 
was N near me, but it was fo dark I could 


Vor. I L. =. s ſcarce 5 
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« ſcarce ſee her; nor did I, in the confuſion I was in; 
immediately recognize the voice, I anſwered in a 
* line of Congreve s, which burſt from 1 my lips ſpon- 
_ © taneouſly; for I am ſure I had no enen to Tours 
1 at that time: 
Who calls the wretched thing that was Al. 
| s phonſo?? 5 
* Upon which a woman leapt i into my arms, ; crpkie 
* out, O it is indeed my Alphonſo, my only 
ce Alphonſo ! » O Mils Mathews b gueſs what I felt 
* when I found I had my Amelia in my arms. I em- 
© braced her with an ecltacy not to be deſcribed, at 
a the ſame inſtant pouring a thouſand tenderneſſes 
into her ears; at leaſt, if I could expreſs ſo many 
© to her in a minute; for in that time the alarm be- 
gan at the houſe, Mrs Harris had miſſed her daugh- 
* ter, and the court was ot a ful Lay "Hun and 
* noues of all kinds. | , | 
Ino lifted Arens over a gate, and; Pn 
after, we crept along together by thej{ide of a hedge 
4 a different way from what led to the town, as I ima. 
+ pined that would be the road through wing they 
5 + would purſue us. In this opinion J was right: for Wl - 
ve heard them paſs along that road, and the voice 
of Mrs Harris herſelf, who ran with the reſt, not: M 
„ withſtanding the darkneſs and the rain. By theſe * 
means we luckily made our eſcape, and clambring 1 
© over 1520 8 and ditch, my Amelia performing the . 


5 
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part of a heroine all the way, we at length arrived Wl © 
« at a little green lane, where ſtood a vaſt Tpreading Wil « 
c E under e we W purigives from A Yio- = 
ent ſtorm, = = 
+ © When this was over, and the moon be to ap « |] 


c pear, Amelia declared ſhe knew very well where ſhe cr 
« was; and a little farther, ſtriking into another lane; * 
to the right, ſhe ſaid, that would lead us to à houſt 
« where we ſhould be both ſafe and unſuſpected. ' 


followed her directions, and ue at length came to. Wl © 
* little cottage about three miles diſtant from Mi 
« Harris's houſe, - = < 
As it now ined very violently, we Deine ths 8 

1 cottage in which we e a light, withous as] 5 
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ceremony. Here we found an elderly. woman ſit- 
« ting by herſelf at a little fire, who had no ſooner 
viewed us, than ſhe inſtantly ſprung from her ſeat, 
and, ſtarting back, gave the ſtrongeſt tokens of 
| © amazement; upon which Amelia ſaid, © Be not 
« ſurpriſed, nurſe, though you ſee me in a ſtrange 
« pickle I own.” The old woman, after having ſe- 


tender concern for the lady, who ſtood dripping be- 
fore her, began to beſtir herſelf in making up the 
fire; at the ſame time entreating Amelia, that ſhe 
might be permitted to furniſh her with ſome cloaths, 
which, the ſaid, though not fine, were clean and 
wholeſome, and much drier than her own, 1 ſe- 
conded this motion fo vehemently, that Amelia, 
though ſhe declared herſelf under no apprehenſion 
of catching cold, (ſhe hath indeed the beſt conſtitu- 
tion in the world) at laſt conſented, and I retired 
without doors, under a ſhed, to give my angel an 
opportunity of dreſſing herſelf in the only room 
which the cottage afforded below ſtairs. 
At my return into the room, Amelia inſiſted on 
my exchan cen coat for de which belonged to 

* the old womatts*fon.'— I am very glad, cried 
Miſs Matthews, to find ſhe did not forget you. I 


«„ „ «„ — a a K „ a oc a a a a 
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* into the rain !'----< O Miſs Matthews, continued he, 
taking no notice of her obſervation, *I had now an 


* quilite beauty, which nothing almoſt can add to 
* or diminiſh, Amelia, in the poor rags of her old 
* nurſe, looked ſcarce leſs beautiful than I have ſeen 
her appear at a ball or an afſembly,'---< Well, well; 
cries Miſs Matthews, to be ſure ſhe did; - but pray 
go on with yom ie 3 nnd, 
* The old woman,“ continued he, after having 
equipped us as well as ſhe could, and placed our 
vet cloaths before the fire, began to grow inqui- 
ſitive; and, after ſome ejaculations, ſhe cried— 0 
my dear young Madam, my mind miſgives me 


* hugeouſly ; and prays who is this fine young 


— 


veral times bleſſed herſelf, and expreſſed the moſt 


* own I thought it ſomewhat cruel to turn you out . 


© opportunity of contemplating the vaſt power of ex- 


E.. . 


ay gentleman ? ?. Oh! Miſs Emmy, Miſs 2 om | 


1 am afraid Madam knows. nothing of all lis mats. 
* ter.” * Suppoſe he ſhould be my huſband, nurſe” 

- anſwered Amelia, ——* Oh! good! and if he be, 
replies the nurſe, © I hope he is ſome great gentle. 
man or other, with a vaſt eſtate, and a coach and 
fix: for to be ſure if an he was the greateſt lord 
* in the land, you would delerve it all... But 
why do I attempt to mimic the honeſt creature, 


Amelia: with which I was much more delighted 
than I was offended at the ſuſpicions-ſhe' ſhewed 
of me, or the many bitter curſes which ſhe denoun- 
ced againſt me, if I ever proved a bad huſband to. 
ſo ſweet a young lady. | 

I fo well improved the hint given me by Ame 
lia, that the old woman had no doubt of our be- 
ing really married ; and, comforting herſelf, that 
if it was not as well as it might have been, yet 
Madam had enough for us both, and that hap- 
pineſs did not always depend on great riches, ſhe 
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out of doors, which I ns” che an untruth it 
aſſerting. . And when Amex aid, © the hoped 


« her nurſe would not betray her,” the, good 


Woman anſwered with much warmth,----* out 
« yon, my dear young Madam! no, that I woul 


„ not, if the King would give me all that he is 
« worth. No, not if Madam herſelf would give me 


„% the great houſe, and the whole farm belonging 
£6 K it. 


The good woman then went out and fetched 2 


© chicken From: the rooſt, which ſhe killed, and 
© began to pick, without aſking any queſtions. 
© Then ſummoning her ſon, who was in bed, td: 
© her afliftance, ſhe began to prepare this chicken 
(4 


for our ſupper. This ſhe afterwards. ſet before 


< us in ſo neat, I may almoſt fay- elegant a man- 
ner, that whoever would have diſdained. it, either 
doth not know the ſenſation of hunger, or doth 
not deſerve | to we it 8 Our food was 

. 9 


4 


In ſhort, ſhe diſcovered the greateſt affection for my 


began to rail at the old lady for. having turned us 
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1 attended 8 ſome ale, which our kind hoſteſs 
N « ſaid ſhe intended not to have tapped till Chriſt» 
2 « mas; „but, added ſhe, I little thought ever 
> « to have the honour of ſeeing. my dear honoured | 
2 lady in this poor place.“ 
d For my own part, no human bete was * 
d an object of envy to me; and even Amelia ſeemed 
at to be in pretty good ſpirits; ; ſhe ſoftly whiſpered 
* © to me, that ſhe perceived there might be Happineſs 
* in a cottage. 
d © A cottage!” eries Miſs Matthews, ſghing, <2 
d _ * cottage with the man one loves is a palace. 
15 »»When ſupper was ended, continued Booth, 
to. the good woman began to think of our further” 
* wants, and very earneſtly recommended her bed 
e- * to us, ſaying, it was a very neat though homely 
e- one, and that ſhe could furniſh us with a pair 
at of clean ſheets. She added ſome perſuaſives which 
et painted my angel all over with vermilien- As 
8 for myſelf, 1 behaved ſo awkwardly and feoliſhly, 
he and ſo readily agreed to Amelia's reſolution of 
us * fitting up all night, that if it did not give the 
in nurſe any ſuſpicion of our marriage, it ought to 
have inſpired her with the utmoſt e for 
8 s me, 
1 . both i to prevail with nurſe to 7 
I& * retire to her own: bed, but found it utterly im- 
ls poſſible to ſucceed; has thanked Heaven ſhe Ude- © =] 
ne derſtood breeding better than that. And ſo. well 
8 bred was the good woman, that we could ſearce 
3 * get her out of the room the whole night.. Luckily 
2 * for us we both underſtood French, by means of 
nd. * which we conſulted together, even in her preſence,. 
_ upon the meaſures. we were to take in our preſent: 
td: * exigency. At length it was reſolved that I ſhould 
en. * ſend a letter by this young lad whom. I have juſt: 
re * before mentioned, to our worthy friend the Doton,, 
ry * dehiring his company at our hut, ſince we thought 
4 it uiterly'unfafe to venture to the town, which we 
A Y knew would be | in an uproar on our account before 


* the. morning.“ 
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Here Booth made a full ſtop, ſiniled; and then 


ſaid, he was going to mention ſo ridiculous a N 


that he could ſcarce think of it without laughin 


What this was the reader A — in We. den 
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* 2 77 Booth continued. More fare 8 


Tures. 


* 


ROM FRET. trifts dear Miſs Wand ab i 
cried Booth, may ſome of our greateſt. 2 
< ftrefles ariſe ! Js you not perceive-I am going. to 
* tell you we had neither pen, ink, nor . in 


© our preſent exigency. 


A verbal meſſage was now our only reſource; | 


however, we contrived to deliver it in ſuch- terms, 
that neither nurſe nor her ſon could poffibly con- 


* ceive any ſuſpicion from it of the preſent ſituation. 


of our affairs. Indeed, Amelia whiſpered me, | 
* might ſafely place any degree of confidence in the 
lad; for he had been her foſter brother, and ſhe had 
T2 great opinion of his integrity, He was in trath 
* a boy of very good natural parts; and Dr Har- 
riſon, who had received him into his family, at 
© Amelia's recommendation, had bred him up te write 
and read very well, and had taken ſome pains to 
* infuſe into. him the principles of honeſty and re- 
© ligion, He was not indeed even now. diſcharged 
from the Doctor's ſervice; but had been at home 
with his mother for ſome time on account of 
the ſmall-pox, from which he was lately Te- 
_ covered, © 

I have ſaid ſo much,” continued Booth, of the 
boy” s chara&ter, that you may not be ſurpriſed at 
ſome ſtorzes which I fhall tell you of an Te: 
after. 


A 
* 


= 


of thoſe ſtrange accidents, which are produced by 
ſuch a train of circumſtances, that, mere w_ 
: 1 J651-8 * 


I am going now, Madam, to relate to you one 


F- Chap. 7. && EET TE a 0 
© hath been thought incapable of bringing them 


4 together; and which. have therefore: given birth, 


| 

4 in luperſtitious minds, to fortune, and to: ſeveral 
2 © other imaginary beings... 

We were now impatiently: erpochng bee 


© of the Doctor; our meſſenger had been gone mach 


more than a ſafficient time, which to us, you may 


© when marfe,. who had gone ont ef doors on ſome: 
. © errand,. came running haſtily to us, crying out, 
„ « 0 my dear young Madam, her Ladyſhip' coach 
® is juſt at the door.“ Amelia turned pale as death 


3 at theſe. words; indeed, I feared. ſhe would: Have 
Nr © fainted, if I could be: Tau to fear, who had ſcarce 


© any of my ſenſes left, and. was in a condition little. 
„ © better than my angel's. 


8, While we were beth- in thiis dreadful; Gination;. x 
* Amelia fallen back in, her chair with the counte- 
* © nance in which ghoſts are painted, myſelf at her 
A © feet, with a complexion of no very different co- 


\ our, and nurfe:ſcreaming_ out, and throwing water 


100 in Ameha's face, Mrs Harris entered the rom. At 
th © the ſight of this ſcene, ſhe threw herſelf likewiſe: 
| © into & chair, and called immediately for a glaſs: of 


bher with; for as to nurſe, nothing was capable of 


making any impreſſion on ber, -whilft the appre- 
re· hended ther young miſtreſs to be in danger. 
< * The Doctor had now entered the room, and 
— * coming immediately up to Amelia, after ſome ex- 
of preſſions of ſurpriſe, he took her by the hand, 


* called her his little ſugar- plumb, and aſſured her 
* her tottering acroſs the room to Mrs Harris. Ame» 
but the Doctor caught her up, faying, * Uſe that 

not mention this fingularity of his to you, who 


* diſpute againft addreſſing ourſelves to man in the 


. 1 poſture Nun we oy enn che . 
eing. 


© be affured,. appeared not at all ſhorter than it was, 


water; which Miſs Betty, her daughter, ſupplieck 


* there were none but friends preſent. He then led 
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* ha then fell upon her knees before her mother, 
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poſture, child, only to the Almighty: but I need 


* know him ſo well, and muſt have heard him often 


—— — 
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1 1 will fire you with no more particulars; we 2 
were ſoon ſatisfied that the Doctor had reconciled : 
us and our affairs to Mrs Harris; and we now 8 
proceeded directly to church, the Door having <1 
before provided a licence for us. £1 
But where is the ſtrange oil ” trial Miss ry 
Matthbws.: : * ſure 5 raiſed more nn, than yon 1 
have ſatisfied.” . « t 
Indeed, Madam, ab 5 « your reproof 8 
is juſt; I had like to have forgotten it; but yon 
cannot wonder at me, when you reflect on that in- of 
tereſting part of my ſtory, which 1 am now rela- "I 
ting,—But before I mention this accident, I mut WW * 
tell you what happened after Amelia's eſcape from 2M 
her mother's houſe. Mrs Harris at firſt ran out 1 
into the lane among her ſervants, and purſued us * 
(ſo ſhe imagined) along the road leading to the d 
town; but that being very dirty, and a violent , 
ſtorm 'of rain coming, ſhe took ſhelter in an ale- 
houſe, about half a mile from her own houſe, [ 
whither ſhe ſent for her coach : ſhe then drove to- 0 
gether with her daughter to town; where, ſoon d 

n 

f 

t 

0 
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after her arrival, ſhe ſent for the Door; her uſual 
privy counſellor in all her affairs. They fat up all 
night together, the Doctor endeavouring, by argu- 
ments and perſuaſions, to bring Mrs Harris to rea- 
ſon; but all to no purpoſe, though, as he hath 
informed me, Miſs Betty ſeconde him with the 
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* warmeſt entreaties. : 1 
Here Miſs Matthews. hanghed; of which Booth t 
begged to know the reaſon: ; ſhe, at laſt, after many © 
apologies, ſaid, * It was the firſt good thing the Bl 7 
ever heard of Miſs Betty; nay,” ſaid ſhe, * and 5 
s aſking your pardon for my opinion of your ſiſter, 2 » 
+ fince you will have it, I always nen her to be ; F 
the deepeſt of hypocrites.' - 2 

| - Booth fetched a ſigh, and ſaid, he was 1 afraid ſhe Z f 
Had not always acted ſo kindly TY OY, then, after a 155 
little heſitation, proceeded. 4 
© You will be pleaſed, Madam, to remember; 5 6 A 

© Jad was ſent with a verbal meſſage to the Doctor; R a 


a 3 meſſage was no more than to acquaint ober 
| . Where 


Chap. 7. I BY ä 33 
| © where we were, and to deſire the favour of his. 
4 company, or that he would ſend a coach to 
d bring us to whatever place he would pleaſe to 
meet us at. This meſſage was to be delivered to 
8 the Doctor himſelf, and the meſſenger was orders 
8 ed, if he found him not at home, to go to him 
„ where-ever he was. He fulfilled his orders, and: 
told it to, the Doctor, in” the preſence of Mrs. 
* © Hartz. 275 „ 

f « Oh ! the idiot,” cries Miſs Matthews. Not at 
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4 all, anſwered Booth: he is a. very ſenſible fellow, 10 
4 * as you will, perhaps, ſay hereafter.. He: had not . 
nl the leaſt reaſon to ſuſpect that any ſecrecy was 4 
a © neceſſary: for we took the utmoſt care he ſhould T9 
4 not ſuſpect it,—Wel, Madam, this accident, which. 3* 
5 appeared ſo unfortunate, turned, in the higheſt A 
* degree, to our advantage, Mrs Harris no ſooner 51 
0 * heard the meſſage. delivered, than ſhe fell into the 1 
le. * molt violent paſſion imaginable, and accuſed the 78 
le © Doctor of being in the plot, and of having confe- Ei 
x * derated, with me. in the deſign of carrying off her = 

on - daughter. | | | | 2 Ee ; f g 

140 * The Doctor, who had hitherto uſed only ſoothing iY 
all methods, now talked in a different ſtrain. He con: *%Y 
=A feſſed the accuſation, and: juſtified, his conduct. . 
M * He ſaid he was no meddler in the family affairs 4 


with hers, but at her own. requeſt.;z- but that fince- | 
Mrs Harris, herſelf had made him an agent in. 

this matter, he would take care to acquit himſelf. 
with honour, and above all things to preferve a 
young lady for whom he had the higheſt eſteem;“ 
for the is, cries. he, and by Heavens. he ſail 
true, the moſt worthy, generous, and noble of 
* all. human beings.” Tou hhkye yourſelf, Madam, 
ſaid he, conſented to the match. I have, at your 
© requeſt, made the match; and: then he added 
ſome particulars. relating to his opinion of me, 
* which: my modeſty. farbids me to repeat. Nay, 
but,) cries Miſs. Matthews, I infift on your con- 
0. queſt of that modeſty for once. We women di. 
not love to hear one another's enn, 

pd & ke. 


[4 
* 
ath of others, nor ſhould: he have concerned himſelf | 
[4 
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© be made amends by hearing the praiſes of a man 


and of a man, whom perhaps, added ſhe with a 
leer, I ſhall not think much the better of upon 


* that account. In obedience to your command 


then, Madam,” continued he, the Doctor was ſo 
* kind to ſay, he had inquired into my character, 
© and had found that I had been a-dutiful fon, and 
an affectionate brother. Relations, ſaid he, © in 
which, whoever diſcharges his duty well, gives us 


properly in all the relt.-------He concluded with 
faying, That Amelia's happineſs, her heart, nay, 
her very -reputation, were all coneerned in this 
matter, to which as he had been made inſtru- 


and then taking the licence from his pocket, de- 
clared to Mrs Harris, that he would go that in- 
ſtant and-marry her daughter where-ever he found 
her. This ſpeech, the Doctor's voice, his look, 
and his behaviour, all which are ſufficiently cal- 
culated to inſpire awe, and even terror, when he 
pleaſes, . ee poor Mrs Harris, and wrought 
a more ſen 

produce by all his arguments and apes and 
I have already related what followed. : 
Thus the ſtrange accident of our wanting pen, 
ink, and paper, and our not truſting the boy with 
our ſecret, occaſioned the diſcovery to Mrs Harris: 
that diſcovery put the Doctor upon his metal, 
and produced that bleſſed event which I have 
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ſince confeſſed, nothing but the ſpirit which he had 


„ 4 «6 


about. 


Well, Madam, you now ſee me e to 


Amelia; in which fituation you will, perhaps, 


6 

* think my happineſs incapable of addition. Per- 
* laps it was fo; and yet I can with truth fay, that 
[4 
c 
8 


the love ebick I then bore Amelia, was not com- 


parable to what I bear her now.“ Happy Ame 


© ta!* cried Miſs Matthews. If all men were 
1 1 . all women would be bleſſed; 1 
£ 1 & 


a well-grounded hope, that he will behave as 


mental, he was reſolved to carry her through it; 


ble effect than it was in his power to 


recounted to you, and which, as my mother hath 


exerted after the ae, could have brought 
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whole world would be ſo in a great meaſure: for 


: | 6 

4 © upon my ſoul,- I believe that from the damned in- 
n 6 conſtancy of your ſex to ours e half the 
B © miſeries of mankind.“ 

0 That we may give the 8 Lids: to 8 
* well the foregoing ſentiment, we will here put an 

d end to this a | | 

5 CHA p. VIII. | 
23 Is which our readers will probably be divided in their 
th opinion of Mr Booth' 5 pF 

A 00TH proceeded as follows: 1 
u- * The firit months of our marriage 1 


nothing remarkable enough to mention. I am 
ſure I need not tell Miſs Matthews, that I found 
in my Amelia every perfection of human nature. 


0 

10 Mrs Harris at firſt gave us ſome little uneaſineſs. 
k, che had rather yielded to the Doctor than given a 
al- « willing conſent to the match; however, by de- 
be grees the became more and more. ſatisfied, and 
zt at laſt ſeemed perfectly reconciled. This we aſcri- 
"to bed a good deal to the kind offices of Miſs Betty, 
nd who had always appeared to be my friend. She 
F had been greatly aſſiſting to Amelia in making 
en, her eſcape, which I had no opportunity of men- 
ith * tioning to you before, and in all things behaved 
be * ſo well, outwardly at leaſt, to myſelf as well as 
tat © her ſilter, that we "regneded : Her: as our me | 
Ave friend. 

ath About half a year after our © marriage, two = 
had f ditional companies were added to our regiment, 
ght * in one of which I was preferred to the command 


of a lieutenant. | Upon this - occaſion Miſs Betty 
gave the firſt intimation of a diſpoſition which we 
© have ſince too ſeverely experienced. 

* Your ſervant, Sir,” ſays Miſs. Matthews, * 5 R 
1 find I was not miſtaken in my opinion of the 


om: © lady. —No, no, ſhew me any adden i in a cen- 
we. * ſorious prude and'— - 
As Miſs Matthews heſitated for a ſimile or an exe 


N Booth 3 Lou will pleaſe to re- 
member, 


e — 


6 * 
1 N 


8 A M E LI X don 
< ment between myſelf and Mrs. Harris, that 1 
* ſhould ſettle all my Amelia's fortune on her, er- 
< cept a certain ſum, which was to be laid out in 
my advancement in the army; but as our mar. 
s riage was earried on in the manner you have heard, 
* no ſuch agreement was ever executed. And 
* 
< 


e footer 
a 


ſince 1 was become Amelia's huſband, not a word of 
this matter was ever mentioned by the old lady; 
and as for myſelf, I declare I had not yet awakened / 
from that delicious dream of bliſs in which the 
poſſeſſion of Amelia had lulled me.” _ DD 
Here Miſs Matthews ſighed, and caſt the ten- 
dereſt of looks on Booth, who thus continued his 
ſtory : 5 ** 15 
F "Sue after my promotion, Mrs Harris one 
morning took an occafion to ſpeak to me on this 
affair. She ſaid, that as I had been promoted 
gratis to a lieutenancy, ſhe would aſſiſt me with 
money- to carry me yet a ſtep higher: and- if more 
was required than was formerly mentioned, it 
ſhould not be wanting, ſince ſhe was fo perfedtly 
ſatisfied with my behaviour to her daughter: 
adding, that ſhe hoped I had ſtill the ſame in- 
clination to ſettle on my wife the remainder of het 
fortune. 80 | e e 
I anſwered with very warm acknowledgment 
* of my mother's goodneſs, and declared if I had 
the world, I was ready to lay it at my Amelia's 
feet. —And ſo, Heaven knows, I would ten thou 
© ſand worlds. nay OR 
Mrs Harris ſeemed pleaſed with the warmth of 
my ſentiments, and ſaid, ſhe would immediately 
* ſend to her lawyer and give him the neceſſarq or- 
ders; and thus ended our converſation on thi 
„ ſubjet, . N 
From this time there was a very viſible alters 
© tion in Mifs Betty's behaviour. She grew Ie 
* ſerved to her ſiſter, as well as to me. She was 
_ © fretful and captious on the {lighteſt | occaſion; 
< nay, ſhe affected much to talk on the ill cone 
' © quences of an imprudent marriage, e * cor 
CORY, | . 
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fore her mother; and if ever any little tender · 
* neſs or endearments eſcaped me in public towards 
Amelia, ſhe never failed to make ſome malicious 
« remark on the ſhort duration of violent paſſions ; 
and when T have expreſſed a fond ſentiment For 
my wife, her ſiſter would kindly wiſh the mite! hear 
© as much ſeven years hence. 

„All theſe matters have been fince ſuggeſted to 
us by reflection: for while they actually paſſed, both 
Amelia and myſelf had our thoughts too happily 
engaged to take notice of what diſcovered itſelf 
in the mind of any other perſon, © PEEL 

c Unfortunately | for us, Mrs Harris's Weyer hap- 
pened at this time to be at London, where buſi- 
neſs detained him*npwards of a month; and as 
Mrs Harris would on no oecaſion employ an 
other, our affair was nete an mire Apen 
till his return. 

Amelia, who was now big with child, had often 
expreſſed the deepeſt concern at her apprehen- 
ſions of my being ſome time commanded abroad; 
a rircumſtance which ſhe declared, if it ſhould 
ever happen to her, even though the ſnould not 
then be in the ſame ſituation as at preſent, would 
infallibly break her heart. Theſe remonſtrances 
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* were made with ſuch tenderneſs, * and ſo much be 


o 

c 

affected me, that to avoid any probability of ſuch 
© an event, I endeavoured to get an exchange mto 

© the horfe- guards, a body of troops which very 
rarely goes abroad, unlefs where the King himſelf 

commands in perſdn. 1 ſoon found an officer for 
my purpoſe, the terms were agreed on, and Mrs 
Harris had ordered the money which I was to pay 
to be ready, notwithſtanding the oppoſition made 
© by Miſs Betty, who openly diſſuaded her mother 
from it; alledging that the exchange was highly 
* to my diſadvantage; that I conld never hope to 
riſe in the army after it; not forgetting, at the 
* ſame time, ſome infinuations very refugee to 
my reputation as a ſ6ldier. 


* When every thing was agreed on, and the'twb 


* commiſſions were actually made out, dut not 


Voi. <Y hgned 


e hs. | * , 9 ' . 
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ſigned by the 8 one . at me be 
* — hc: Amelia flew to me, and eagerly em- 
bracing me, cried out, 0 Billy, I have news 
for you, which delights my ſoul. Nothing ſure 
** was ever ſo fortunate as the exchange you have 
% made. The regiment you was ee in is or- 
% dered for Gibralter. : 

I I received-this news with 1 lefs tranſport: than | 


Lit was delivered, I anſwered coldly, Since" the 


<© caſe was To, 1 heartily hoped the commiſſions 
<* mightbe both ſigned.” What do you ſay?” replied 
Amelia eagerly: * ſure you told me every thing 
« Was entirely ſettled. That look of yours frightens 
* me to death. But I am running into too minute 
« particulars. In ſhort, I received # letter by that 
very poſt, from the officer with whom I had er- 
changed, inſiſting, that though his majeſty had 
not ſigned the commiſſions, that ſtill the bargain 
was valid, partly urging it as à right, and partly 
deſiring it as a-fayour, that ny 1 go to Gib- 
ralter in my room. 

his letter convinced me in every point. 41 
now informed that the commiſſions were not 
ſigned, and conſequently that the exchange. was 
not completed. Of conſequence the other could 
have no Tight to inſiſt on going; and as for grant. 
ing him ſuch. a favour, I too clearly ſaw I mult 
do it at the expence of my honour. I was now 
reduced to a dilemma, the moſt. dreadful which | 
think any man can experience; in which I am not 
aſhamed to own, I found love was not ſo over- 
matched by honour as he ought to have been. 
The thoughts of leaving Amelia, in her preſent 
condition, to miſery,” perhaps to death or mad- 
neſs were inſupportable; nor could any other 
conſideration but that, which. now tormented. me 
* on the other ide, | have CONNER chem 2 10- 
ment.“ 

No woman upon earth, cries Miſs Iauben, 
can deſpiſe want of ſpirit in a man more than 
4 myſelf; and yet I cannot help thinking vou Was 
5 rather oo nice on this occaſion,” 


A. 5 . 
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13 ws will alive Madam - a 4 that 
©. whoever offends: the laws: of Dod in the 
© leaſt inſtanee, is . ant: as the higheſt delinquent... 
« Here is no excuſe, no pardon ; and he doth nothing 
© who leaves any thing undone; But if the conflict 
« was ſo terrible with myſelf alone; What was my 
ſituation in the preſence of Amelia |. how could F 
« ſupport her ſighs, her tears, her agonies, her deſpair? 
could I bear to- think myſelf the cruek cauſe of her 
« ſufferings, for ſo Lwas! could I endure the thought 
+ of having it in my power to give her inſtaut relief, 
for ſo it was, and refuſe it her! 
Miſs Betty was naw again: become my l 
She had ſcarce been civil to me for a fortnight laſt 
© paſt, yet now the commended me to the ſkies; 
and . ſeverely blamed her ſiſter, whom ſhe ar- 
raigned of the moſt contemptible weakneſs, in 
© preferring my ſafety to my honour; ſhe ſaid many 


ill natured things on the occaſion, which L hall not 


now repeat. Tak 


© In the midft of this. Arie "ahi gun Dae 
* came to dine. with, Mrs Harris, and, at my define 8 
delivered his opinion on the matter. oy 

Here Mr Booth was interrupted in his mire 1 
by the arrival of a perſon hom we ſhall e — 


* 


* 
. 
- 4 ” 
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Containing a ils of a 2 kind from any _ the 


* preceding TE 
T HE gentleman. he now „ was 400 


keeper; or, if you pleaſe, (for ſo he Pleaſed: . 


to call himſelf), the governor of the priſon. 
He uſed: ſo little ceremony at his approach, that 

the bolt, which was very ſlight' on the inſide, gave 

Way, and the door immediately flew open. He 


had no ſooner entered the room than he acquaimted 


Miſs Matthews that he had brought her very good 


news, for which he demanded 2 bottle of wine as his 
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This demand-heing complied with, he acquainted 
Miſs Matthews that the wounded gentleman was not 
dead, nor was his wound thought to be mortal: that 
loſs of blood, and, perhaps, his fright, had occaſioned 
his fainting away; but I believe, Madam, ſaid he, 
© if you take the proper meaſures, you may be bailed 
* to-morrow. I expect the lawyer here this evening, 

and if you put the buſmeſs into his hands, I war- 
rant it will be done. Money to be fure muſt be 
parted with, that's to be fure. People to be fure 
will expect to touch a little in ſuch caſes. For my 
own part, I never deſire to keep a priſoner longer 
than the law allows, not I: 1 always inform them 
they can be bailed, as ſoon as I know it. I never 
make any bargain, not I; I always love to leave 
_ +. thoſe things to the | gentlemen and ladies them- 
* ſelves. I never ſuſpect gentlemen and ladies: of 
* wmantGag gene ooo er Pie 
Miiſs „Le made a very ſlight anſwer to all 
theſe friendly profeſſions. She ſaid, ſhe had done 
nothing the repented of, and was indifferent as to 
the event. All I can ſay,” cries ſhe, is, that ff 
the wretch is alive, there is no greater villain in 
© life than himſelf;' and inſtead of mentioning any 
thing of the bail, ſhe begged the keeper to leave 
her again alone with Mr Booth. The keeper re. 
plied, © Nay, Madam, perhaps it may be. better to 
© ftay a little longer Bere, if you have not ball 
ready, than to buy them too dear. Beſides, 2 
day or two hence, when the. gentleman is paſt all 
danger of recovery, to be ſure ſome folks that 
.« would expect an extraordinary fee now, cannot 
expect to touch any thing. And to be fare you 
« ſhall want nothing here. The beſt of all thing 
are to be had here for money, both eatable and 
+ drinkable ; though I ſay it, I Nran't tri my back 
4 to any of the taverns for either eatables or wind, 


„„ "m. «<< 


The Captain there need not have been ſo ſhy ol 


< owning hiraſelf when he firſt came in; we han 
had captains and other great gentlemen. here be- 
« fore now; and no ſhame to them, though a 
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„it. Many a great gentleman is ſometimes found 
in places that don't become them Half ſo well, let 


me tell them ddt. Captain Booth, let me tell them 


that“! “ 
I fee; Sir,” ed Booth a ſittle diſcompoſed, 


that you Ars, acquainted with my title as well as 


my name. 


K K eo 
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1 en 
Ay, Sir, cries the keeper, «and 1 honour you 
the more for it. I love the. gentlemen of the 
army. I was in the army myſelf formerly; in 


the Lord of Oxford's horſe. It is true I rode pri- 


vate; but I had money enough to have bought 
in quarter · maſter, when I took it into my LS 
ha 


to marry, and my wife. ſhe did not like t 


ſhould continue a ſoldier, the was, all for a Frigate 
life; and ſo I came to this buſineſs.” -. 
6 Upon my word, Sir, anſwered : Booth, you 


conſulted your wife's inclinations very. notably; 3 
but pray, will you fatisfy my curioſity, in telling 


me how you became acquainted that I was in the - 
army? for my dreſs, I think, could not betray me.” 
* Betray !? replied the keeper, © there is no be- 
traying here, I hope I am not a perſon. to betray - 
people. But you are ſo ſhy and peery, you would . 


almoſt make one ſuſpect there was more in the 


matter. And if there be, I promiſe . vou 
need not be afraid of telling it me. You will ex- 
cuſe me giving you a hint; but the ſooner: the bet- 


ter; that's all. Others may. be before-hand with 
you, and firſt come firſt does” on theſe occafigns ; 


that's all. Informers are odious, there's. no doubt 


of that, and no one would care to be an informer 


if he could help it, , becauſe. of the ill uſage they 
always receive from the mob; yet it is daagerous 
to truſt too much; and when ſafety. and a 

part of the reward too are on one ſide, and the 
gallows on the other —I know which a wile man 
would chuſe,? “ 

* What the devil do vou mean by all 3x 9 cries eri 


Booth. 


4 


© No offence, I hope,” anſwered the keeper ;.* 7 1 
"Oo for Tour: Sood. and if you have been upon 
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5 2. mating y- da me, 1 a 
.c ure.” | 
Not T. anſwered Booth, e wop{hinaags 
Nay, Hay,, replied the keeper, with a con 
tuous ſneer, if you are fo peery as that comes 
to, yon muſt take the conſequence. But for my 

* part, I know I would not truſt Ne wich 
two · pence untold,” 

What do you mean * eries Booth: M1) who is 
* Robinfon? ? 
And you don't Wow Robinſon! 15 e the 
keeper with great emotion, To which Booth re. 
plying in the negative; the keeper, after ſome tokens 
of amazement, cried out; Well, Captain, I muſt 
* ſay you are "the beſt at it, of all the gentlemen 
I ever ſaw. However, I will tell you this : the 
lawyer and Mr Robinfon have been laying their 
heads together about you above half an hour this 
afternoon. I overheard them mention Captain 
Booth ſeveral times; and for my part, I would 
not anfwer that Mr Murphy is not now gon 
about the buſineſs; but if you will impeack any 
to me of the road, or any thing elſe, I will ſtep 
away. to his Worthip- Thraſher this inſtant, and I 
am. ſure 1 have intereſt enough with him to get 
| you- admitted an evidence.” 

And fo, cries Booth, 

© highwayman Me Sz 
16 No offence, Captain, 1 hope, ſaid che keeper: 
as times go, there are many worſe men in the 
+ world than thoſe.” Gentlemen may be driven to 
diſtrefs, and when they are, I know no more 


„ „ „„ 4 „ a „ „ 


von really tale ma for 


genteeler way than the road. It hath been many 
' @ brave man's caſe, to my knowledge, and men 
of as much honour teo as any in the world.“ 

Well, Sir,“ ſaid Booth, I affare you I am nt 
that gentleman of honour you imagine me.?“ 

Miſs Matthews, who had long under ſtood the keepet 
r better than Mr Booth, no ſooner heard his mean» 
| ing explained, than ſhe was fired with greatly in- 
dignation than the gentleman had expreſſed.” How 


dare 195 Sir, ſaid the to ah inſult a * 
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© of faſhions and who hath had the dovegy 59 boar 
his Majeſty's commiſſion in the army, as you, your- 


« felf own you: know? if his misfortunes | —_ ſent 
him hither, ſure we have no laws that will protect 


© ſuch a fellow as you in inſulting him.“ Fellow!“ 
muttered the keeper, I would not aduiſe you, 
Madam, to uſe ſuch language to me. Do you 
« dare threaten me, replied Mits Matthews in a rage; 


venture in the leaſt inſtance to exceed your authori- 


« ty, with regard to me, and I will proſecumss: * 
+ with the utmoſt vengeance. 
A ſcene of very high altercation now enſued, till 
Booth interpoled, and quieted the keeper, who was, 
perhaps, enough inclined to an accommodation; 
for, in truth, he waged unequal war. He was be. 
hdes onwilling to incenſe Miſs Matthews, whom he 
expected to be bailed out the next day, and who 
had more money left than he intended the ſhould 
carry out of the priſon witk her; and as for any 
violent or unjuſtifiable methods, the lady had dif- 
corered much too great a ſpirit to be in danger of 
them. The Governor therefore, in a very gentle 
tone, declared, that if he had given any offence to 
the gentleman, he heartily aſked his pardon ; . that 
if he had known him to be really a captain, he 
ſhould not have entertamed any ſuch. fuſpicions; 
but che captain was a very common title in that 
place, and belonged to ſeveral gentlemen that had 
never been in the army, or at moſt had rid private 
like himſelf, * To be ſure; Captaif,' {aid he, © as 
you yourſelf own, your dreſs is not very mili 
* tary,” (for he had on a plain fuſtian fait); and be 
* fides, as the lawyer ſays, 9/citur a ſe er is a very 
good rule. And I don't believe there is a greater 
* raſcal} upon earth than that fame Robinſon that 
* | was talking of. Nay, I aſſure you, 1 with 
there may be no miſchief hatching again you 
But if there is, I will do all I can with the lawyer 
* to prevent it. To be. fure Mr Murphy is one of 
the elevereſt men in the world at the law: that 
* even his enemies muſt own; and as I recommend 
A n ee (and it is not a little 
= © tg 
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© to be ſure chat àriſes in this place) why, ind one g 

turn deſerves another- And I may expect that 
„ he will not be concerned in any plot to ruin any 
friend of mine; at leaſt when I deſire him not. 
«Tam os! he could not be an honeſt man if ke 

would. be 3219. [1 

Booth was then ſatisfied 4 Mr Robinſon, "0M 
be did not yet know by name, was the gameſter 
who had won his money at play. And now, Mis 
Matthews, who had very impatiently borne this long 
interruption, prevailed on the keeper to withdraw. 
As ſoon as he was gone, Mr Booth began to felici- 
tate her upon the news of the wounded gentleman 
being in a fair likelihood of Fecovery. To which, 
after ſhort ſilence, ſhe anſwered, there is ſomething 
«© perhaps, which you will not eaſily gueſs, that 
makes your congratulation more agreeable to me 
than the firſt account I heard of the villain's having 
"eſcaped the fate he deſerves: for, I do aſſure you, 
at firſt, it did not make me amends for the inter-. 
ruption of my curioſity. Now, I hope, we ſhall 
be diſturbed no more, till you have finiſhed your 
whole ſtery. You left off, I think, ſomewhere in 
the ſtruggle about leaving Amelia, the happy 
Amelia. And can you call her happy at ſuch a 
period?“ cries Booth. Happy, ay, happy, in any 
ſituation, anſwered Miſs Matthews, with ſuch a 
huſband. I, at leaſt, may well think ſo, who have 
experienced the very reverſe of her fortune: but 
I was'not born to > be en 1 0 8 a e * 


Poet: 
The blackeſt ok of Fate was. ſure my lor; 
And when Fate writ my name it made a blot.” 


© Nay, nay, dear Miſs Matthews, anſwered Booth, 
you muſt, and ſhall baniſh ſuch gloomy thoughts 
Fate hath, hope, many happy days in ſtore for 
en Do you believe it, Mr Booth?“ re. 
plied ſue, indeed you know the contrary T mu 
0 tene e you can't have forgot. No Amelia in 
the world can have quite obliter ated—Forgetfulnels 


is not in our own'/power. If it was, indeed, I have 
| | © realul 
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* reaſon to think—But I know not what I am faying: 
Pray do, proceed in that ſtory. ing 

Booth ſo inamediately comes ts Hi Said, * 
that. it is poſſihle he was pleaſed with it. To fay the 
truth, if all which unwittingly dropped from. Mits. 
Matthews was put together, {ome concluſions might, 
it ſeems, be drawn from the whole, which could not 
convey a very agreeable idea to a conſtant huſband, 
Booth therefore proceeded to relate what is written 
uche third book of Were „ 
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CHA P. +: 1.355 
In which Mr Booth reſumes his. Rory. 


| | 18 al : | 4 0 
IF I am not miſtaken, Madam, continued. Booth, & 
6 J was juſt going to acquaint you with the « V 
6 er opinion, when we were interrupted by the Wl - (pi 
JJC | | „ 1 ny; 
The Doctor having heard counſel on both ſides, Bil «- i 
© that is to ſay, Mrs Harris far my: ſtaying, and « ſh 
© Miſs Betty for my going, at laſt delivered his o 9 
< ſentiments. As for Amelia, ſhe fat ſilent, drown- WW cri 
ed in her tears; nor was F myſelf-in a much bettet Wt « © 
* ſituation. „ 5 © re 
As the commiſſions are not ſigned,” ſaid the wip! 
Doctor, I think you may be ſaid to remain in w. 
% your former regiment ; and therefore I think you pe 
* ought to go on this expedition; your duty to your . 
“ king and country, whoſe bread you have eaten, Wl m 
requires it; and this is a duty of too high a na- . 
ture to admit the leaſt deficiency. Regard to b 
« your character likewiſe requires you to go: for le 
* the world, which, might juſtly blame your ſtaying fe 
* at home, if the caſe was even fairly. ſtated, will ll « 
* not deal ſo honeſtly. by you: you. muſt expect to ſp 
have every circumſtance againſt you heightened, Wl © i} 
* and moſt of what makes for your defence omitted; Wi © 
and thus you will be ſtigmatized as a coward, Wil * t: 
6 without any palliation. As the malicious diſpoſ:- : 
tion of mankind is too well known, and the eruel 


Chap. 1. M INM _a 


- W- pleaſure which they take in deſtroying the repu- 
3 « tations of others; the uſe we are to make of this 
| « knowledge is to afford no handle to reproach: for, 
pad as the world is, it ſeldom falls on any man 
e ho bath not given ſome ſlight cauſe for cenſure, 
3 10 though this, perhaps, is. often aggravated ten 
— „ thouſand fold; and when we blame the malice 
of the aggravation, we ought not to forget our 
own imprudence in giving the occaſion. Remem- 
ber, my boy, your honour is at ſtake; and you 

« know how nice the honour of a ſoldier is in theſe 

« caſes, This is a treaſure, which he muſt be your 


« enemy indeed who would attempt to rob you of. 


« Therefore. you ought to conſider every one as your 
« enemy, who, by deſiring you to ſtay, would rob 

« you of your honour.” . „ 
th, « Do you hear that, ſiſter ??* cries Miſs Betty. 
the . ves, 1 do hear it, anſwered Amelia, with more 
the Wi © (picit than I ever ſaw her exert before, and would 
| « preſerve his honour at the expence of my life. I 


es, «© will preſerve it, if it ſhould beat that expence ;z and 


nd Wi « fince it is Dr Harriſon's opinion that he ought to 


wi Bl go, I give my conſent. Go, my dear huſband,” 


In-: © cricd ſhe, falling upon her knees; may every angel 


der of Heaven guard and preſerve you. —I cannot 


© repeat her words without being affected,” ſaid he, 


the Wl wiping his eyes; © the excellence of that woman, no 

in words can paint; Miſs Matthews, ſhe hath every 

you perfection in human nature. i 

our „will not tire you with the repetition of any 
en, more that paſſed on that occaſion; nor with the 
na- quarrel that enſued between Mrs Harris and the 
to Doctor; for the old lady could not ſubmit to my 
for leaving her dau ghter in her preſent condition. She 
ing Wl fell ſeverely on the army, and curſed the day in 
wil 8 < which her daughter was married to a ſoldier, not 
to 8 * ſparing che Doctor for having had ſome ſhare in 
ed, WF © the match. I will omit likewiſe the tender ſcene 
ed; Wl © which paſſed between Amelia and myſelf previous 
rd, to my departive. ẽ oO, . 
55 * ladced I beg you would not, cries Miſs Mat- 
el: Z 12 002 3 Bit RE. 
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Ch 
chews, * nothing delights me more than ſcenes of ten-. 
_* dernefs. 1 hoard. be. glad to know, if ee every DEF 
= ſyllable which was uttered on both ſides. « 7 

I will indulge you then, cries Booth, © as: 110 a | 

o is in my power, Indeed, I believe, a am able to « ; 
* recolle&t much the greateſt part ; for the : inapreſlion «4 
© 1s never to be effaced from my m Fo 
He then proceeded as Miſs Naehe deſired; but « 1 
teſt all our readers ſhould not be of her opinion, ve BY 
will, according to our uſual cuſtom, endeavour to ac, 4 u 
commodate ourſelves to every taſte, and ſhall,” there: WM :. y 
ore, place this ſcene in a chapter by itſelf, which vt Ml .. p 
deſire all our readers who do not love, or who, perhaps, « v 
do not know the pleaſure of tenderneſs, to paſs over; Will « y 
fince they may do this without any ds to the « C 
thread of the narrative. | « p 
5 « it 

0 H A p. II. 5 « h 

Containing a 1 of the tender kind. « tl 

« t] 

HE Door, Madam, eh Booth, * che « p 

; his evening at Mrs Harris's houſe, where | ll « { 
* fat with him whillt he fmoaked his pillow-pipe, li 
© his phraſe is. Amelia was retired above half WM « h 
an hour to her chamber, before I went. to her. AM” { 
, my entrance, I found her on her knees, a poſture m 
© in which 1 never diſturbed her. In a few minuty p. 
* the aroſe, came to me, and embracing me, ſaid, fe 
| © She had been praying for reſolution to ſupport the Wi © 1: 
« cruellet moment the had ever undergone, or could Wl © u 
poſſibly undergo. I reminded her how much more Bf © y: 
© bitter a farewel would be on a death-bed, when ve Wt © of 
© never could meet, in this world at leaſt, again. 1 t 
© then endeavoured to leſſen all thoſe objects which Wl © c: 
_ * alarmed her moſt, and particularly the danger! ye 
was to encounter; upon which head T ſeemed 1% we 
little to comfort her but the probable length of WM* va 
© my abſence, and the certain length of my voyage, Wl thev 
* were circumſtances which W 6ratory of mine ech * oc: 
1 even palliate Oh! heavens,' ſaid ſhe, burſting A ou 


into tears, can I bear to think that hurtdreds 
"SE thou” 


a; 1 
. 


Chap. 2. A M E U 1 Io: 7 


n- MW + thouſands, for onght I know, of miles or leagues, 
ry « that lands and ſeas are between us. What is the 
"Wl « proſpect from that mount in our garden, where 

« I have ſat ſo many happy hours with- my Billy ? 
to « what is the diſtance between that and the fartheſt 
on Ml hill which we ſee from thence, compared to the 

WH « diftance which will be between us? You cannot 
ut Wl «© wonder at this idea; you mult remember, my 
we Wl « Billy, at this place, this very thought came for- 
ac: Wl « merly into my foreboding mind. I then begged 
re- you to leave the army. Why would you not com- 
we ill « ply? did 1 not tell you then that the ſmalleſt cottage 
ps, „ we could ſurvey from the mount, would be with 
er; , you a paradiſe to me? it would be fo ſtill, why 
the , can't my Billy think fo? am 1 fo much his ſu- 
MW « perior in love? where is the diſhonour, Billy? or 

« if there be any, will it reach dur ears in our little 

« hut? are glory and fame, and not his Amelia, 
« the happineſs of my huſband? Go then, purchaſe 
them at my expence. You will pay a few ſighs, 
« perhaps a few tears at parting, and then new 
« ſcenes will drive away the thoughts of poor Ame- 
« lia from your boſom ; but what affiſtance ſhall I 
« have in my affliction? not that any. change of 
ſcene could drive you one moment from my re- 
* membrance; yet here every object I behold will 
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« place your loved idea in the livelieſt manner be- 
fore my eyes. This is the bed in which you 
have repoſed ; that is the chair on which you fat : 
* upon theſe boards you have ſtood : theſe books 
you have read to me. Can I walk ameng our beds 
of flowers, without viewing your favourites, nay, 
thoſe which you have planted with your own hands? 
can | ſee one beauty from our beloved mount, which 
* you have not pointed out to me ?——Thus ſhe 
went on, the woman, Madam, you ſee ſtill pre- 
vailing. Since you mention it, ſays Miſs Mat- 
thews, with a ſmile, I own the ſame obſervation 
occurred to me. It is too natural to us to conſider 
' ourſelves only, Mr Booth. You ſhall Hear, he 
eried.— at laſt; the thoughts of her preſent con- 
dition ſuggeſted themſelves. ! But if,” ſaid ſhe, 
my ſituation, even in health, will be fo intole= 
Vor. I. „„ „ rable, 
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« other's embräces, — 1 am convinced, faid df 
Matthews, with a ſigh, there are moments in liſe 


the utmoſt gaĩiety in my countenance. Amelia ad 


with Mrs Harris, and had, in ſome meaſure, recon« 


; 3 
? 
; 


* rable, how ſhall I, in the danger{and agonies of 
« child-birth, ſupport your abſence!” —— Here ſhe 
* Ropped, and looking on me with all the tender. 
« neſs imaginable, cried out, And am I then ſuch: 
a wretch to wiſh for your preſence at ſuch a ſea. 
« ſon? ought I not to rejoice that you are out of 
* the hearing of my cries, or. the knowledge of my 
« pains? if 1 die, will you not have eſcaped the hor. 
* rors of a parting, ten thouſand times more dread. 
ful than this? Go, go, my Billy; the very circum. 
« ſtance which made me moſt dread your departure, 
t hath perfectly reconciled me to it. I perceive 
clearly now, that I was only wiſhing to ſupport my 
* own weakneſs with your ſtrength, and to relieve ! 
my own pains at the price of yours. Believe me, 
% my love, I am aſhamed of myſelf. '—---1 caught 
her in my arms with raptures not to be expreſſed in 
words, called her my heroine ; fure none ever bet. 
ed ſor ſome time ſpeechleſs, and locked in each 


. 


Worth purchaſing with worlds. -- 
At length the fatal morning came, I endeavour- 
* ed to hide every pang of my heart, and to wear 


« ed the ſame part. In theſe aſſumed characters we 
met the family at breakfaſt ; at their breakfaſt, 1 
mean: for we were both full already. The Dodor 
had ſpent above an hour that morning in diſcourſe 


« ciled her to my departure. He now made ule of 
every art to relieve the poor diſtreſſed Amelia; not 
„by inveighing againſt the folly of grief, or by {&- 
« riouſly adviſing her not to grieve; both which were 
« ſufficiently. performed by Mis Betty. The Docdor, 
on the contrary, had recourſe to every means which 
might caſt a veil over the idea of grief, and rail 
comſortable images in my angel's mind. He en 
deayoured to leſſen the ſuppoſed length of my ab- 
ſence, by diſcourſing on matters which were more 
« diſtant in time. He ſaid, he intended next year to 


* Tebuild a part of his parſonage-houſe.— And Ju, 
PLS. F ' „ 


ö e Captas, 


— 


4 


* 


Chap. 2. A M E LI A. 5 
« Captain, ſays he, ſhall lay the corner-ſtone, [ 
« promiſe you, with many other inſtances” of the 
like nature, which produced, I believe, ſome good 
effect on us 

Amelia ſpoke but little; indeed more tears than 
« words dropt from her; however, ſhe ſeemed re- 
« ſolved to bear her affliction with reſignation. But 
hen the dreadful news arrived that the horſes were 
« ready, and I, having taken my leave of all the reſt, 
© at laſt approached her; ſhe was unable to ſupport 
the conflict with nature any longer; and clinging 
round my neck, ſhe cried, —* Farewel, farewel for 
« eyer : for 1 ſhall never, never, ſee you more. At 
* which words the blood entirely ſorſook her lovely 
+ cheeks, and ſhe became a lifeleſs corps in my arms. 


Py 


© Door, as well as Mrs Harris, began to be under 


ame afterwards ; for at that time I was incapable of 
making any obſervation. I had indeed very little 
more uſe of my ſenſes than the dear creature whom 
* I ſupported. At length, however, we were all de- 
lovelieſt 
ie. 

I had f 
had happened, and Amelia continued yet ſo weak 


ſolution ſhe was no ſooner acquainted with, than 


4 


60 day. 7 5 


afſliction; but I don't know, ſays he, why I ſhould 
ride a dozen miles after afffiction, when we have 
enough here. Of alt mankind the Doctor is the 
beſt of comforters. As his exceſſive good- nature 
makes him take vaſt delight iw the office; ſo his 


L2 


— 


„Amelia continued ſo long motionleſs, that the 


© the moſt terrible apprehenſions: ſo they informed 


| © fivered from our fears; and life again viſited the 
manſion that human nature ever afforded 


5 ; . 5 0 3 . 5 33; og Bog 
been, and yet was, ſo terrifiz4 with what 


and ill, that I determined, whatever might be the 
conſequence, not to leave her that day: which re- 


* ſhe fell on her knees, crying, bd Good Heaven, F'thank | 
| © thee for this reprieve at leaſt. Oh! that every hour 
* of my future life could be crammed into this dear 


* Our good friend the Doctor remained with us. 
He ſaid, he had intended to viſit a family in ſome ' 


| Freat penetration into the human mind, joined, to 
dis great experience, renders him the moſt wond er- | 
. * bk: : 6 ful | * 
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ful proficient in it; and he ſo well knows when to 

ſooth, when to reaſon, and when to ridicule, chat ti! 
* he never applies any of thoſe arts improperly, . V 
© which is almoſt univerſally the caſe with. the phy. Ml a 


* 


judgment and dexterity to avoid. 


ficians of the mind, and which it requires very great 
| 1 } © The Doctor principally applied himſelf to:ridico. 


0 

_ 12 ling the dangers of the ſiege, in which he ſucceed. Ml A 
\ 19 * ed ſo well, that he ſometimes forced a ſmile even in 
into the face of Amelia. But what moſt comforted WM * th 

her, were the arguments he uſed to-convince:her of. Wl © {c 

* the probability of my ſpeedy, if not immediate re. Wl ca 

turn. He ſaid the general opinion was, that the an 


place would be taken before our arrival there; in 6 
* which caſe, we ſhould have nothing more to-do, 
than to make the beſt of our way home again. 
Amelia was ſo lulled by theſe arts, that ſhe paſſed 
the day much better than I expected. Fhough the 
Doctor could not make pride ſtrong enough to con- 
; ger love; yet, he exalted the fonmer to make ſome 
* ſtand againit the latter; inſomuch, that my poor 
© Amelia, I believe, more than once, flattered her- 
* ſelf, to ſpeak the language of the world, that her 
| * reaſon had gained an entire victory over her paſ- 
ion; till love brought up a reinforcement, if | 
may uſe that term, of tender ideas, and bore down. 
* all before him. 1 WO 
In the evening, the Doctor and I paſſed another 
half hour together, when he propoſed to me to en- 
« deavour to leave Amelia afleep in the morning, and 
« promiſed me to be at hand when ſhe awaked, and 
to ſupport her with all the aſſiſtance in his power. 
He added, that nothing was more fooliſh, than for 
friends to take leave of each other. It is true, in. 
* deed,” ſays he, in the common acquaintance and 
© friendſhip of the world, this is a very harmleſs ce 


3h ** remony ; but between two perſons who really Jove ; » 
TH * * each other, the church af Rome never invented a ; a 
| _*© penance half ſo ſevere as this, which we abſurdly * 
1 « impole on ourſelves.” 1 * 
F I greatly approved the Doctor's propgſalz thank- 


* ed him, and promiſed, if poſſible, to Pd it in er, . . 
* cntion, He then ſhook me by. the hand, and 91 ' 


* 
* 


caup. 22 51 x 1 7 A. 107 
bat Wl tily wiſhed me well, ſaying, in his blunt way; 
„Well, boy, 1 hope to ſee thee crowned with laurels 
by. WI © at thy return; one comfort I have, at leaſt, that. 
eat « ſtone walls and a ſea will prevent thee- from run 
Sq 6 nin” away | 

cu. When i bad! left the Doctor, U repaired to my 
ed. Amelia, whom I found in her chamber, employed 
ven, in a very different manner from what ſhe had been 
ted Ml © the preceding night; ſhe: was buſy in packing up 
«of, Wl © {me trinkets in a oalket;. which the deſired me to 


re. © carry with me. This caſket was her own work, 
the © and ſhe had juſt faſtened it as I came to her: 
in Her eyes very plainly diſeovered: what had paſs 


ſed while the was engaged in her work; however,; 
© her countenance was now ſerene;. and ſhe ſpoke, 
© at leaſt, with ſome chearfulneſs.- But after ſome 
time, Tou muſt take care of. this caſket, Billy,” 
7 r ſhe, you muſt indeed Billy, for here 
paſſion ama choaked her, till a flood of tears 


-_ © pave: her relief, and then ſhe proceeded. For FE 
her. WY © ſhall: be the happieſt woman that ever was bor 
her when ] ſee it again.“ I told her, with the bleſſing 
paſ- © of Ged that no would ſoon come; © Soon 3 
1 anſwered ſhe, No, Billy, not ſoon; a week is aw 


age: but yet the happy day may come. It 
„ ſhall, it muſt, it will! Tes, Billy, we ſhall meet, 


ther never to part again: even in this world I hope. 
en- Fardon my weakneſs, Miſs Matthews, but upon my 
and © foul J cannot help it, cried he, wiping his eyes. 
and Well, I wonder at your patience, and. I will try it 


no longer. Amelia, tired out with ſo long 'a- 
* truggle between variety of paſſions, and having not 
cloſed her eyes during three ſucceſſive nights, ow 
wards the morning fell into a profound fleep: 
vhich ſleep Lleft her; and having dreſfed ay une 
all the expedition imaginable, ſinging,, whiltling,. 
© hurrying, attempting by every method to banitte 
: „thought, mounted my horſe, which I had over 
night ordered to be ready; and galloped away from 
that houſe where all my treaſure Was depoſited. 
Thus, Madam, I have; in obedienee to your com- 
mands, run through a ſcene, which, if it hath been; 
- Urelome. to you, you mult yet acquit me of having: 


3 obtrudedi 
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obtruded upon you. This I am convinced of, that 
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no one is capable of taſting ſuch a ſcene, who hath 


not a heart full of tenderneſs, and perhaps-not chen 
then, unleſs he hath- been i in the ſame . 


"> HE CHA P.. Hh ta; 
bo which Mr Booth ſets forward on Milani. 


E "HF Madam we have now 5 our leave 
of Amelia. I rode a full mile before I once 


| ſuffered myſelf to look back; but now being come 


to the top of a little hill, the laſt ſpot_I knew which 
could give me a proſpect. of. Mrs Harris's- houſe, 
my. reſolution. failed; I ſtopped; and calt my eyes. 

backward. Shall L tell you what 1 felt at tar 
inſtant? I de aſſure you I am not able. So many 
tender ideas crowded: at once into my mind, that, 


if 1 may uſe the expreſſion, they almoſt diſſelved my 


heart. And nov, Madam, the moſt eee 


accident came firſt into my head. This. was,; that 
1 bad in the hurry and confuſi on ſeft the dear 


caſket behind me. The thought of going back at 
firſt ſuggeſted itſelf; but the conſequences. of. that 
were too apparent. I therefore. reſalved to ſend 
my. man, and in the mean time to ride on ſoftly on 
my road. He immediately. executed my orders, 
and aſter ſome time, feeding my eyes with that de- 


licious and yet heart- felt proſpect, I at laſt turned 


my horſe to deſcend the hill, and proeeeded about 
a hundred yards, when, conſidering with myſelt, 


that I ſhould loſe no time by a ſecond indulgence, 
again turned back, and once more feaſted my 


ſight with the ſame painful pleaſure; till my man 
returned, bringing me the caſket, and an account 


chat Amelia ſtill continued in the ſweet ſleep I left 
ber. I now ſuddenly turned my horſe for the laſt 
time, and irn the een reſolution purſusd r 


journey. 

I perceived my man at his return—Bar before! 
mention any thing of him, it may be prope; 
Madam, to acquaint you who he was. He was the 


folter-brother of my Amelia. This young felov 
had taken it into his head to go into the army _ 


-—” 
=. 
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vat « he was defirous to ſerve under my command. The 
th Doctor conſented: to diſcharge him bis mother at 
en laſt yielded to his importunities ;: and I was very - 
© ealily prevailed on to: hiſt; one of. the handſomeſt 
« young fellows in. Englan g.. 
« You will eaſily believe I had ſome little ꝓartiality 
© to one whoſe milk: Amelia had ſucked ; but as he 
© had never ſeen the regiment, I had no opportunity: 
to ſhew him any great mark of faveur. Indeed he 
- waited on me as my ſervant; and | treated him with 
+ all the tenderneſs which can be uſed to one in that 


nch & ſt atio. feel {es 23 5 N ole 
uſe, © When: J was: about to change into the horſes 
yes guards, the poor fellow began to droop, fearing 
hat Wl © that he ſhould no»longer be in the ſame corps with 
any me, though certainly that would net have been · the 
hat, WH © caſe, However, he Mad never mentioned one word. - 
my © of his diſſatisfaction.— He is indeed a fellow of. a 
nate noble ſpirit; but when he heard that I was to re- 
that * main where I was, and that we were to go to- 
dear Gibraltar together, he fell into tranſports of joy, 
k at * little ſhort of madneſs. In ſhort, the poor fellow 
that had imbibed a very ſtrong affection ſor me; though 
ſend Wl © this was what 1 knew nothing of till long after. 

y on When be retured to me then, as I was faying,. 
lers, WI © with the caſket, I obſerved his eyes all over blub- 
de- bered with tears. I rebuked him a little too raſhliy 
rned on this occaſioen. Heyday ſays I, what is. the 
bout meaning of this; E hope I have not a milk - ſop wich 
elf, me. if I thought you would ſhew ſuch a face to the 
ce, enemy I would leave you behind. Your honour” 
my need not fear that, anſwered he; I ſhall find nobody 


man there that | ſhall love well enough to make me cry. 
ount was highly pleaſed with this anſwer, in which I 
| left BY © thought I could diſcover both ſenſe and ſpirit. I then 
e la't aſked himwhat hid occaſioned thoſe tears ſince he had 
4 wy Wl | [ett me; (for he had no ſign of any at that time); and 
whether he had ſeen his mother at Mrs Harris's. 
dre © He anſwered in the negative, and begged that I would: 
oper, alk him no more queſtions ; adding, that he was not 
xs the very apt to cry, and he hoped be ſhould never give 
eme ſuch another opportunity of blaming him. IL men- 
- and\ WW uon this only as an inſtance of his affection towards» 
| | A 
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me; for 1 never eduld account for thoſe: tears, any 
25 ether wife than by placin them to the account of 
© that diſtreſs in which he Toft 

© travelled ful forty miles that day without baiting, 
© when arriving at the inn where I intended to reſt 
© that night, | retired immediately: to my chamber, 
wich my dear Amelia's caſket, the opening of which 
© was the niceſt repaſt, and to Which 17 gt 6 other 
* hunger ve way 


"DIE" v8; impoſible to e to you! alk the ſhe 


am atters with which Amelia Had furniſhed this caſket, 
It contained medicines of all kinds, which Her mo- 
© ther, who was the Lady BountifuF of that eountry, 
© had ſupplied her with. The moſt valuable of all to 
me was a lock of her dear hair, which T have from 


that time to this worn in my boſom. What would 


8 «1 have then Fen for a little picture of my dear 

angel, which ſhe had Toſt from her chamber about a 
© month before? and which we had the higheſt rea. 
„ ſon in the world to imagine Her fiſter had taken 
* away: for the faſpicion tay 
© Arnelia's maid, who was of alt creatures the ho- 
6 neſteſt, and whom ker miſtreſs had often truſted 
with things of much greater value: for the picture; 
„ which was ſet in gold, and had two or three little 
© diamonds round it, was worth about twelve'gnineas 


© only; whereas Amelia left jewels: in her” care of 


* much greater value,” 

Sure, (cries Miſs Matthews, 65 ſhe could: not be 
© ſuch a paultry pilferer.“ | 

© © Not on account of the gold or tlie jewels? Shes 


\ Booth. © We imputed it to mere ſpite, with Which 


© aſſure you ſhe-abounds; and ſhe knew that, next to 
© Amelia herſelf, there was nothing which Tvalued fo 
much as this Httle picture: for uch a reſemblance 
didi it bear of the original, that Hogarth Himſelf did 
never, I believe, draw @ ſtronger er Rbeneft Spite 
© therefore was the only motive to this eruel depre- 


. 


dation; and indeed her behaviour on the occaſion 
6 ſufficiently convinced us both of the juſtice of our. 
© ſuſpicion, though we neither of us durſt accuſe her; 
© and ſhe herſelf had the aſſuranee to ing ſt e ſtrong 


; i (thought the: coul& not: "OY wich Amelie't 


eft me at that time. We 


only between her and 


clap. 44 A M N LA „ wa 


turn away her innocent maid, a She A 


© not live in the houſe. with a thief.” 
| Miſs Matthews now diſcharged fore pi 1 MI & 


Betty, not much worth, e Ang. n = enn 


proceeded. 1 in his relation... 


1 
Q H A: 5 | Ne % rh - 5 | 
En of Leaqpicce. & | EE 


HE next day we joined the — bend 
FT was ſoon after to embark. Nothing but mirths 
© and jollity were in the countenance, of every officer 
and 1eoldier; and as I now met ſeveral friends whom 
Thad not ſeen for above a year before, L paſſed ſe- 
© veral happy hours, in which poor Amelia's image 
ſeldom obtruded itſelf to interrupt my pleaſure. To. 

* confeſs. the truth, dear Miſs Matthews, the tendereſt 
© of paſſians is capable of ſubſiding; nor is abſence 
from our deareſt friends ſo unſupportable. as ĩt. may 
at firſt appear. Diſtance of time and place do really 
cure what they ſeem to aggravate; and taking leave 
« of our friends reſembles taking leave of the world; 
concerning which it hath been often ſaid, that it is. 
not death, but dying which is terrible. Here Miſs: 
Matthews burſt into. a fit of laughter, and cried, I 
' ſmcerely aſk your pardon; but I cannot help laugh 
ing at the gravity of your philoſophy. Booth an- 
ſwered, that the. doctrine of the paſſions had been. 
always his favourite ſtudy; that he was convinced 
every man acted entirely from that paſſion. which was. 
uppermoſt; Can I then think, ſaid he, © without: 
entertaining the utmoſt contemꝑt for myſelf, that 
' any pleaſure upon earth ceuld drive the thoughts. 

' of Amelia one inſtant from my mind? 

At length, we embarked aboard a tranſports W | 
failed for Gibraltar; but che wind, which was at fipſts 
fair, ſoon. chopped about; ſo that we were-obliged,: 
for ſeveral, days, to beat to wind ward, as the ſeas 

* phraſe is. During this time, the taſte which I kad: 

* of a ſea- faring life did. not appear extremely agree-- 

Lahe We rolled up and down in a little narrow, 

* cabin, in which were three officers, all. of us ex- 
tremely ſea- ſick; our fickneſs, being much __— 


* 3 
1 n 


ted by the motion of the ſhip, by the view of each 
© other, and by the ſtench of the men. But this was 
* but a little taſte indeed of the miſery which was to 
follow: for we were got about fix leagues to the weſt- 
ward of Scilly, when a violent ſtorm arofe at north- 
© eaſt, which ſoon raiſed the waves to the heighth of 
mountains. The horror of this rs not to be ade- 


« quately deſcribed to thoſe who have never ſeen the 
like. The ſtorm began in the evening, and as the 
© clouds brought on the night apace, it was ſoon en- 


© tirely dark; nor had we, during many hours, any 
© other light than what was cauſed by the jarring ele. 
ments, which frequently ſent farth flaſhes, or rather 
* ſtreams of fire; and whillt theſe preſented the moſt 
* dreadful objects to our eyes, the roaring of the 


_ © winds, the daſhing of the waves againſt the ſhip and 


© each other, formeda ſound altogether as horrible for 
© gur' ears 5 while our thrp, ſometimes lifted up as it 


ere to the ſkies, and ſometimes ſwept away at once 
as into the loweſt abyſs, ſeemed to be the ſport of 


© the winds and ſeas. The Captain ' himſelf almoſt 


gave all for loſt, and expreffed his apprehenſion of 
being inevitably caſt on the rocks of Scilly; and beat 


© to pieces. And now, while ſore on board were ad- 
© drefling themſelves to the ſupreme Being, and others 
applying for comfort to ſtrong liquors, my whole 


© thoughts were entirely engaged by my Amelia, A: 


© thouſand tender ideas crowded into my mind. I can 
© truly ſay, that I had not a fingle conſideration 
about myſelf, in which ſhe was not concerned, 
Dying to me was leaving her; and the fear of never 


fl © ſeeing her more, was a dagger ſtuck in my heart. 


<© Apain, all the terrors with which this ſtorm, if it 
© reached her ears, muſt fill her gentle mind on my 


account, and the aponies which ſhe muſt undergo, 


< when the heard of my fate, gave me ſuch intelerabl: 
« pangs, that I now repented my refolution, and wilt- 
© ed, I own 1 wiſhed, that I had taken her advice, 


and preferred love and'a cottage to all the dazzling 

\ . © charms of honour, 152) os 7 0H” Rs 
While I was tormenting myſelf with theſe-me- | 
« ditations, and had concluded myſelf as certainly. 


* loſt, the maſter came into the cabin, and With 
FP ; : ; . 75 „ chearfub 
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* weltward of the rock. This was comfortable news 
to all preſent; ; and my Captain, | 
« ſome time on his knees, leaped: ſuddenly up, may 
« teſtified his joy with a great oath, ++ | 


| « alonilhed at the ſatisfaction which now diſcovered 
© itſelf in the maſter, or in any on board: or the 


« of horror ſufficient to terrify minds which were not 


vith the higheſt apprehenſion of danger, gives not 
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* chearful voice, aſſured us that we 8 > the 
danger, and that we had certainly paſſed to the 


who had been 


A perſon unuſed to the ſea, would Ha, = | 


« ſtorm ſtill raged with great violence, and the day- 
« light, which now appeared, preſented us with ſights 


« abſolute ſlaves to the paſſion of fear; but ſo great is 
the ſorce of habit, that what inſpires a landman 


« the leaſt concern to a ſailor, to whom rocks and 
quick- ſands are almoſt the only objects of terror. 
The maſter, however, was a little miſtaken in the 
preſent inſtance; for he had not left the cabin a- 
« bove an hour, before my man came running to me, 
and acquainted me that the ſhip was half full of wa - 
ter; that the ſailors were going to hoiſt out the 
boat and ſave themſelves, and begged me to come 
* that moment along with him, as I tendered my 
* preſervation, . With this account, which was con- 
* yeyed to me in a whiſper, I acquainted. both: the 
captain and enſign; and we altogether immediate- 
ly mounted the deck, where we found the maſter 
making uſe of all his oratory to perſuade the ſailors. 
© that the ſhip was in no danger ;;andyat the ſame” 
time employed all his authority to- ſet the pumps 
Ha- going, which he aſſured them-axould. keep the 
vater under, aud ſave his dear Lovely Peggy 
that was the name of the ſhip) enen be ware de” 
loved as dearly as his own fouk. +. > =: 
Indeed this ſufficiently appeared ; 1 the leak: was: 
ſo great, and the water flowed in ſo plentifully, that 
his Lovely Peggy was half filled, before he could 
* be brought to think of quitting her; but now the 
* boat was brought a- long ſide the ea and the 
* maſter himſelf, notwithſtanding all his love for her, 
* Quitted his ſhip, and leaped into the boat. Every 


man n eee attempted to en _ "ſy when 


© 4 heard 
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I heard the voice of my ſervant Toaring forth my © ſe 
name in a kind of agony, I made directly to the t. 
ſhip- ſide, but was (00 late: for the boat, being al . 
ready over laden, put directly of. And now; Ma. ! 
dam, I am going to relate to you an inſtance of Wl « c 
< heroic affection in a poor fellow towards his maſter, © p 
to which love itſelf, even among perfons of ſuperior «tl 
education, can produce but few ſimilar inſtances, Wl « 
My poor man, being unable to get me with him into Ml « 1 
© the boat, leaped ſuddenly. into the ſea, and ſwan p 
© back to the thip; and when I gently rebuked hin IM « 2 


for his raſhneſs, he anſwered, He choſe rather to die 
„with me, than to live to carry the account of my 


© a flood of tears, he vices, ©. Good heavens ! what 

* will that poor lady feel when ſhe hears of this!“ 
This tender concern for my dear love endeared the Wl « | 
© poor fellow more to me than the gallant inſtance « 
< which he had juſt before given of his affection to- n 
* wards myſelf. 1 
And now, e my eyes REI thank ih 'y 
© a ſight, the horror of which can ſcarce be imagined: Wl © t 
for the boat had ſcarce got four hundred yards from Wl * 1 
the ſhip, when it was ſwallowed up by the mercileſs EL 
© waves, which now ran fo high, that out of the num 
© ber of ' perſons which were in the boat, none reco - * i 
<. yvered the ſhip; though many of them we ſaw mi- 64 
* ſerably periſh before our eyes, ſome of them very f 
near us, without any poſſibility of giving chem the Wl ©t 
" pes x aſſiſtance. "x 
+ But whatever we felt for them, we felt, I believe Eq 


more for ourſelves, expecting every minute when we Cs 


ſhould ſhare the ſame fate. Among the reſt, one of . 
our officers appeared quite ſtupifie l with fear. 1 
never indeed ſaw a more miſerable” example of the 14 
great power of that paſſion: I muſt not, however, Ml © 
omit doing him juſtice, by ſaying, that I afterwards 
ſaw the ſame man behave well in an engagement; in Wl © 
which he was wounded: though there likewiſe he © 
was ſaid: to have dau ned che ſame Fallen of fear 4 
in his countenance. gl 

The other of our ier was no leſs dien lo 
x 1 79 0 o expreſs RT * with fool-hardinels, an 
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Chap. 4. the; 3 
ſeemed almoſt inſenſible of his danger. To ſay the 
truth, I have, from this and ſome other inſtances 
« which I have ſeen, been almoſt inclined to think!“ 
that the courage as well as cowardice of fools pro: 
© ceeds from not knowing what is or what is not the 
proper object of fear: indeed, we. may account for 

« the extreme hardineſs of ſome men, in the ſame ' 


the ſhip were rendered by drink incapable of taking 
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© manner as for the terrors of children at a bugbear. 

The child knows not but that the bugbear is the 
© proper object of fear, the blockhead knows not thas 

© 2 cannonhall wes e ore retel ol . 
ads to the remaining part of the ſhip's crew, and 
the ſoldiery, moſt of them were dead drunk; and 
© the reſt were endeavouring, as faſt as they could, to 
prepare for death in the ſame manner. 


, 


In this dreadful fituation we. were taught that no 
© human condition ſhould infpire men with abſolute 
« deſpair : for as the ſtorm had ceaſed for ſome. time, 
the ſwelling of the ſea began conſiderably to abate ; 
© and we now perceived the man of war which con- 
voyed us, at no great diſtance a- ſtern. Thoſe aboard 
her eaſily perceived our diſtreſs, and made towards 
us. When they came pretty near, they hoiſted out 
two boats to our affiſtance. Theſe no ſooner ap- 
proached the ſhip, than they were eee 
* filled, and I myſelf got a place in one of them, 
* chiefly by the aid of my honeſt ſervant, of whoſe 
© fidelity to me on all 'occaftons I cannot ſpeak or 
think too highly. Indeed, I got into the boat fo. 
much the more eaſily, as a great number on board 
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any care for themſelves. There was time, however, 
* for the boat to paſs and repaſs; ſo that, when we 
came to call over names, three only, of all that re- 
mained in the ſhip, after the loſs of her own boat, 
' vere mit ]s? n 
The captain, enſign, and myſelf, were received 
' with many congratulations by our officers on board 
the man of war. The ſea-officers too, all except 
the captain, paid us their compliments, though 
* theſe were of the rougher kind, and not without 
' ſeveral jokes on our eſcape. As for the captain him- 
* ſelf, we ſcarce ſaw him during many hours; and 
Vor. I. C ͤĩð ĩðùZ( 32 when 


32 


2 


"a w 9 n 2 ©, - Oe end *** 2 * * 
* ths 2 * ä 9 N RRR * i * "TEE g 
$4 ig >. F * . n 7 AL 4 b N x 5 "Ix + ne 4 5 4 
F 8 * L - 4 SY N . n 5 * a. - 
e FF 
A Pa 3 '* N PAIR 2 . = 
* þ 


, $4 a 9 7 8 _ 2 * Ne "S: "$7 9 A 
Vs a - : | K Ret 4+ . 4 £ | . 8 4 Dy © : be 7 * 
1 4 s * 1 0 4 * 50 2 . ; 1 © 
„ E 


© when he appeared, he preſented a view of ehe 
beyond any that I had ever ſeen. The dignity which 
he preſerved, did indeed give me rather the idea of 7 
a Mogul, or a Turkiſh Emperor, than of any ofthe IM * ! 
*£ monarchs of Chriſtendom. © To ſay" the truth; ! 6-7 


, a. 


could reſemble his walk on the deck to nothing but Y 
to the image of Captain Gulliver ſtrutting among the 
Lilliputians; he ſeemed to think himſelf a being of 
añ order fuperior to all around him, and more elpe- 0 
«cially to us of the land ſervice. | Nay, fuch was Will * 
the behaviour of all the ſea-officers and 'failors to ; 
us and our ſoldiers, that inſtead of appearing to c 
be ſubjects of the ſame prince, engaged in one 
-< quarrel, and joined to ſupport one cauſe, ve 
* landmen rather ſeemed to be captives on board : 
tune, and often proves ſo fatal to the ſervice, that 
< it is great pity. fome means could not be found of 
r F 

| - Here Mr Booth. ſtopped a while, to take breath; 
* We will, therefore, give the ſame refreſhment tothe 
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HE adventures; continued Booth,” 4 which 
I happened to me from this day, till my Akri. 
val at Gibraltar, are not worth recounting 1b fu. 
After a voyage, the remainder. of which was tolc- 
< rably proſperous, we arrived in that garriſon, the 
< natural ſtrength of which is ſo well known to the 


£ 


hole world. nes OC OO ne. 
About a week after my arrival, it was my fortune 
to be ordered on a ſally-party, in which my left be 
„was broke with a muſket-ball ; and I ſhould m 
certainly have either periſhed miſerably, or muſt 
have oed my preſer vation to ſome of the enemy, 
< had not my faithful ſervant carried me off on dis 
„ ſhoulders, and afterwards, with the aſſiſtance of 
one of his comrades, brought me back into the gar 
rilon. e 1 
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The agony of my wound was ſo great, that it 


« threw me into a fever, from whence my ſurgeon 


« apprehended. mueh danger. I now began again to 
« feel for my Amelia, and for myſelf on her account: 
and the diſorder of my mind, occaſioned by ſuch 


© melancholy. contemplations, very highly aggravated 
the diſtemper of my body; inſomuch, that it 


© would probably have proved fatal, had it not been 
« for the friendſhip of one Captain James, an officer 
« of our regiment,. and/an old acquaintance, who is 
« undoubtedly one of the pleaſanteſt companions, and 
« one of | the. beſt natured men in the world. This 
« worthy man, who had a bead and a heart per- 
fectly adequate to every: office. of friendſhip, ftaid 
« with me almoſt day and night during my illneſs; 
and by ſtrengthening my hopes, raiſing my ſpirits, 
and cheering my thoughts, preſerved: me from de- 
ſtructio nm JV 

+ The behaviour of this man alone is a fufficient 


oa Tx =) 


proof of the truth of my doctrine, that all men 


£ 
act entirely from their paſſions; for Bob James 
can never be ſuppoſed to act from any motivg of 
virtue and religion; fince he conſtantly. laughs at 
both; and yet Ris conduct tow 


wards me alone de- 
© monſtrates a degree of goodie 


s, which, perhaps, 


few of the. votaries of either virtue or religion can 


5 equal.“ | 120 . A Oe. i e 
Jou need not take much pains, anſwered Miſs 
Matthews, with a ſmile, to convince me of your 


doctrine. I have been always an advocate for the | 


ſame. lodk upon the two words you mention, to 
* ſerve only as cloaks under which Hypocriſy may be 


© the better enabled to cheat the world. I have been 


of that opinion ever fince I read that charming fel- 


* low Mandevil.* | - 


© Pardon me, Madam, anſwered Booth, © I hope 
* you do not agree with Mandevil neither, Who 
© hath repreſented human nature in a picture of the _ 


* higheſt deformity. He+hath left out of his ſyſtem 
the beſt paſſion which the mind can poſſeſs, and 


attempts to derive the effects or energies of that 
Whereas, it is as certain that love exiſts in the mind 
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of man, as W its * wa dae hath 0 = _ 
* ſame reaſons will equally prove the exiſtence of 
4 the one as the exiſtence of the other. 


I don't know, indeed,” replied the 5 5 + 55 nente : 


thought much about the matter. This I know; | 
that when I read Mandevil, I thought all ke faid 
© was true; and I have 05 often told, that he 
proves religion and virtue to be only mere names. 
However, if he denies there is any ſuch — a$love, 


6 


4 & 


that is moſt certainly A am 1 Lem 
give him the he myſelf,* 1 al] 
© 1 will join with you, adam, in 7 anſwered 
Booth, © at any time.. a 
Will you join with me?? Sd the, lodkidy 
eagerly at him—* O Mr Booth, I know not what | 
* was going to ſay—What—Where did you leave off? 
El would not interrupt 1 1 am een 
* to know ſomething.* 
Wat, Madam? crics Poor,” i 1 can oe 
* you any ſatisfaQion,” — 25 
No, no, ſaid the, © I muſt 3 ae vould 
dot for the world break the thread of your ſtory, 
Ys * —Beſides, I am afraid. to aſk—Pray, Pray, Sir. 5 
1 on. ; | 
Well, Madam, * Booth, I chink 1 
8 mentioning the extraordinary acts of friend 
done me by Captain James; nor can I help t 
king notice of t — — unparalleled fidelity of 
poor Atkinſon (for that was my man's name), w 
was not only conſtant in the aſſiduity of his atten 
dunce, but, during the time of my danger, demon- 
* ſtrated a concern for me which I can hardly Ac+ 
count for, as my prevailing on his captain to make 
* him a ſerjeant was the firſt favour he ever received 
© at my hands, and this did not happen till I was ab 
© moſt perfectly recovered, of my broken leg. Peer 
fellow I ſhall never forget the extravagant joy hi 
halbert gave him; I remember it the more, becauſe | 
it was one of the happieſt days of my own ſiſe; 
for it was upon this day that 1 IRIS » a-lette? | 
from my dear Amelia, after a lon ſilence, -ac- i 
quainting me that 25 was out 17775 l — 
her lying in. i 1 Fx 
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I vas now. once more able to. perform my duty; 
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« when (ſo unkind was the fortune of war) the ſecond 
time I mounted the guard, I received a violent 

« contuſion from the burſting of a bomb. I was 
« felled to the ground, where I lay breathleſs by the 


blow, till honeſt Atkinſon came to my afliftance, 
« and conveyed me to my room, where a ſurgeon - ,' 


immediately attended me. e 
The injury I had now received, was much more 
dangerous in my furgeon's opinion than the for- 
« mer; it cauſed me to ſpit blood, and was attended 
with a fever, and other bad ſymptoms ; ſo that 
very fatal conſequences vere apprehended... - 
In this ſituation the image of iny Amelia haunted 
me day and night; and the apprehenſiens of never 
« ſeeing. her more were ſo intolerable, that T had 
thoughts of reſigning my commiſſion, and returning 
home, weak as I was, that I might have, at leaſt, 
the ſatisfaction of dying in the arms of miy love, 


Captain James, however, perſiſted in: diſſuading me : 


from any ſuch reſolution, He told me, my honour 
e PP MF. bs N 
was too much concerned, attempted to raiſe mx 


hopes of recovery to the utmoſt of his power; but il 
* chiefly. he prevailed on me by ſuggeſting, that, if 


© the worſt which I apprehended ſhould. happen, it 


vas much better for Amelia, that ſhe ſhould be 


© abſent than preſent in ſo melancholly an hour, 
© I know,” cried he, the extreme joy which muſt 
F ariſe. in you from meeting again with Amelia, | 
and the comfort of expiring in her arms; but con- 
« {ider what ſhe herſelf muſt endure upon the dread- 

« ful occaſion, and you would not. with to purchaſe 


© any happineſs at the price of ſo much pain to her. 


This argument, at length, prevailed on me; and 


it was after many long debates reſolved, that ſhe 


* ſhould not even know: my preſent condition till 
; 2 doom either for life or death was abſolutelyx 
* fixed.” j! wn ons 

_ * Oh, Heavens! how great! how generous !” 
cried Miſs Matthews. Booth, thou art a noble 
© fellow; and I ſearce think there is a woman upon 


85 earth worthy ſo exalted a paſſion. 1 - 
Booth made à modett anſwer to the compliment, | 
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which Miſe a Und 1 paid 1 him. - This dren 
more civilities from the lady; and theſe again more 


acknowledgments. All which we DO pg. 1 _ | 


Nous with our hiſtory. Wt 


c HA p. vi 55 
| nan matters which will eaſe Pr readers, 


- * 


— 7 
88 2+ 8 . 8 
8 is 2 * * 
2 8 [% "= 
x os Cog 28 
* CR * 
7 OF LI 


I O months, And more; hack 1 candiald; in 


« a ſtate of uncertainty, ſometimes with more 


* 8 and ſometimes with more alarming ſymp- 


© toms; when one afternoon poor Atkinſon came 


E running into my room, all pale and out of breath; 
© and begged me not to be ſurpriſed at his news, 


I aſked him eagerly what was the matter, and if 


* it was any thing concerning Amelia.—l had fearce 


A © uttered the dear name, when ſhe herſelf ruſhed'i into 
c the room, and ran haſtily to me, crying Les 


& it is, it is your Amelia herſelf.” | 
There is nothing ſo difficult to  deſtribe;"thd 
generally ſo dull when deſcribed, as Teens of. er. 
* ceflive tenderneſs,” * - 
Can you think ſo?” ſays Mils Matthews] 62 lurch 
* there is nothing ſo charming !—O! Mr Booth, 
our ſex is d—ned by the want of tenderneſs in 
* yours—O were they all like yoB—certainly no man 


« was ever your equal.” 
Indeed, Madam, cries Booth, you Mae 


„tos mnch—But—well—when the W 
* of our meeting were over, Amelia began getitly 


to chide me for having concealed my illneſs from 


her; for in three letters, which I had writ her ſince 
the accident had happened, there was not the leall 
* mention of it, or any hint given by which The 

* could. poſſibly conclude I was otherwiſe: than in 

perfect health. And when I had excuſed” myſelf, 
by aſſigning the true reaſon, ſhe , cried, =O Mr 
* Booth! and do you know ſo little of your Amelis, 
« as to think 1 could or would ſurvive you.. 
« it not be better for one dreadful ſight to break my 


heart all t once, than to break it by degrees 


Billy! ean any thing pay me for the. loſß oſ 
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Chap. 6. AM I 
5 how ridiculous n. re condnel re in your”. 


[1 eyes! 
> - ſhall + afſere the 


How 0 uwert 
«© contrary What would you have me ſay, Mr 
Booth? ſhall I tell you I envy Mrs Booth of all 
the women in the world? would you: believe me if 
did? I hope you- What am 1. ſaying! r 
make no further apology, but. go on.. 

After a ſeene, continued he, too mi 
conceived by many, Amelia informed me that ſhe 


5 © had received a letter from an I. re hand, 
ame Wl acquainting her with my misfortune, adviſing | 
th, © her, if ſhe ever deſired to ſee me more, to: come 
ens, directly ro Gibraltar. She ſaid; ſhe ſhould not 
id if © have delayed a moment after receiving this letter, 
arce had not the ſame ſhip. brought her one from me 
into © yritten with rather more than uſual. gaiety, and 
Yes, in which there was not the leaſt mention of m 


© indiſpoſition. This, ſhe ſaid, greatly puzzled her 
and her mother; and the worthy divine endeavour- 
ed to perſuade her. to give credit to-my letter, and 
to impute the other to a ſpecies of wit with which 
the world greatly abounds. This conſiſts entirely 
ein doing various kinds of miſchief to our fellow- 


man Wl © poſing a third, anck drawing in a fourth to expoſe 
8 ' himſelf; in ſhort, by making ſome the objects of 
, laughter, others of contempt ; and indeed, not ſel- 
dom, by ſubjecting them to very grea inconvenien- 
' cies, perhaps to rig, for the ſake of a jeſt. 


' of a different opinion, and adviſed poor Amelia to 
* apply to an officer whom the governor had fon 
' over in the ſame ſhip, by whom the report of ay: > 

illneſs was ſo ſtrongly confirmed, that Amelia ns. 
' mediately reſolved on her voyage. 

* I had a great curioſity to know the author 4 
this letter; but not the leaſt trace of it could be 
] ' diſcovered, The only perſon with whom I lived 

in any great intimacy was Captain James; and he, 
Madam, from what I have already told you, you 
: vil think + to be the e 1 could ſulpen;: 
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'.creatures ; by belying one, deceiving: another, ex- 


Mrs Harris and*the Doctor derived the letter 
' from this ſpecies of wit. Miſs Betty, however, was 


- 


O no, Mr Booth, ' cries the lags © it is fal 


AE 


24 A M K K . II. C 
. beſides, he declared upon his honour, hat hokien 5 t 
nothing of the matter; and no man's honowp is, Wl « i 
I believe, more ſacred. There was indeed an enlipn WM * 
of another regiment who knew my wife, and w—⁵ WM © 
had ſometimes viſited me in my illneſs; but he wa; Wl « i 
* a very unlikely man to intereſt himſelf” much i in any Wl © 
affairs which did not concern him; 3 Na ve toy. de- Wh © 
* clared he knew nothing it. 6 \ 
And did you never diſcover this fecre? . "or et 

Miſs Matthews. 1 
Never to this ene e B «t 
I fancy, ſaid ſhe, *I could give a ſhrew . «1 
© ------What ſo likely as that Mrs Booth, when you WM © ! 
* left her, ſhould have given her foſter-brother orders 2 
to ſend her word of whatever befel you u ay f 
that could not be neither: for then ſhe would b 
* not have doubted whether ſhe. ſhould leave der . v 
England on the receipt of the letter. No, it mutt Wi * » 
© have been by ſome other means; — yet that Tow WM © t| 
appeared extremely natural to me; for if I had been f. 
* leſt by ſuch a huſband, I think I ſbould have pur = 
© ſued the ſame method.” 1 
No, Madam,” cried Booth, it muſt havethies = 
© conveyed by ſome other channel; for my Amelia, vit 
I am certain, was entirely ignorant of the manner; e. 


and as for poor Atkinſon, I am convinced he would 
not have ventured to take ſuch a ſtep without ac: 
quainting me. Beſides, the poor fellow had, I be. Wl 7;, 
a heve, ſuch a regard for my wife, out of gratitude Wt 
for the favours the had done his mother, that I make 24 
© no doubt he was highly rejoiced at her abſence 
from my melancholy ſcene. Well, whoever writ it 
© is A matter very immaterial ; yet as it ſegmed fo odl 
and unaccountable an incident, 1 can not help 
# mentioning it. 
Prom the time of Amelia's arrival, nothingee 
_ * markable happened till my perfect recovery, Meß 
© I ſhould obſerve her remarkable behaviour, {ful 
of care and tenderneſs, that it was PAYNE without 
„aA parallel.?“ 3 


* equalled, I am ſare} by your gratitude. Thee i 


- £4 nothing, I a ſo rare as gratitude in 1 en 
„ | | n 
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« eſpecially in huſbauds. 80 kind a 1 


« confers, who being poffelled of an ineſtimable jewel 
it? I do not fay this to leſſen your opinion of Mrs 
« well as ſhe is capable. But I would not have you 


« think ſo meanly of our ſex, as to imagine there are 
not a thouſand women ſuſceptible of true: tenderneſs 


0 | towards a meritorious man. Believe me, Mr Booth, 
ne, if 1 had received ſuch an account of an accident 


having happened to ſuch a huſband, a mother and 


you 

on +a pariſon would not have held me moment. 21 
a © ſhould have leaped into the firſt fiſhing-boa 7 
ould BY have found, and bid defiance 10 the winds and 
dear waves. ——O- there is no true tenders 

mult woman of ſpirit. I would not be und 


' fending the cauſe of my-ſex; for, upon my foul, 


' reſt of womankind.“ 


been W © Sure you jeſt, Miſs Matthews,” infwered Booth, 
nelia, I sich a ſmile. Os if _ FTE 1 _—_— 9 | 
mer; Wil «ed 1 in my ſtory,” q 

* 2 H A p. ; vn. . ee 
* The Captain, eee Bi. ory, recounts. Lie $6 ö 


will appear unnatural. 


WAS ſcarce; Wü ente froth 
not prevent her from undergoing on my account; 
vg te. for as my diſeaſe went off with violent ſweats, du- 


: "ly by myſelf, my Amelia could not be prevailed. 
ithout upon to ſpend many hours in her own bed. During 


1 wy reſtlefs fits ſhe” would fometinies read to me 
s Full * ſeveral hours together; indeed it was not without 
here 1B” | Gittculty that ſhe ever quitted wy Deiche Ane 


laügues, added to the vn 


indeed, more than a return to ſuch an — 5 
for where is the mighty Obligation which a woman 


' ſo Link en g e nh anne of; . 
Booth. I have no doubt but that ſhe loves o a 


this while to reflect on Mrs Booth. Lam only de- | 
' ſuch compliments to a wife are a fatire on all the 


oil cular 4 auhic h, AWE . no Pi: t 0 ma 9 £96 4 e « * 


ſition than Amelia herſelf fell ill. This 1 lam 
. was occaſioned by the fatigues which I cot 


ing which the ſurgeon ſtrictiy ordered that I hould 
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powered her weak ſpirits, and rein e 
* of the worſt diſorders that can poſſibiy attend 2 
„woman: a diſorder very common among the la. 
* dies, and our phyſicians have not: upon its 


name. Some call it the fever on che ſpirits, Tome 
.* a nervous fever, e the; e and n the 


% byfterics.? -. 
O ſay no more,“ cries Miſe Matthews, { 17. pity 


you, I pity you from my ſoul. A man had better 
be plagued with all the curſes: of Egypt. thawnith 
AS a vapourth wife. 


© Pity me, Madam 8 Booth ; Pig de 
1 5 55 dear creature, who, from her love and care of 


1 C my unworthy ſelf, contracted a diſtemper, the: hore 
* rors'of which are ſcarce to be imagined.” It is ins 


* deed a fort of complication of all diſcaſes together; 


4. with alinoſt madneſs added to them. In this: ſitua 


4 tion, the ſiege being at an end, the Governor gare 

me leave to attend my wife to Montpelier, the air 
© of which was ee to be moſt likely to reſtore 
her to health. Upon this oceaſron ſhe wrote to be 
mother to deſire a remittance, and ſet forth the me 
* lancholy condition of her health, and her neceſſity 
for. money, in ſuch; terms as would hate touched 
* any, boſom not void of humanity, though aſtrange 


to the unhappy ſufferer. Her fiſter anſwered it 
and I believe J have à copy of the anſwer in up 
pocket. 1 keep it by me as a. curioſity, and yol 


* would think it more ſo, could 1 ſhew D _ 


labs letter.“ He then ſearched his pocket-book, and 
Funding the letter, TY ny: GON he read it i 


1 N 


the fo ollowing words: „ RG s 


Pear Siſler, 1 „ oe ns 


0 3 
2 


* MY mamma being 5 diſordered, com 


1 manded me to tell you, ſhe is both _— 
| and ſurpriſed at your extraordinary requeſt, or, # 


* ſhe chuſes to call it, order for money. Lou k 
0 my dear, ſhe ſays, that your marriage with thi 


% red- coat man was entirely againſt her conſent, and 
„the opinion of all your mils, (I am ſure I ma 


wb here include myſelf i in that number); and N after 
755 this al a of d dience, the Was 1 
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Chap. a A mM E * ” 11 


@ to receive you as her child; not however; nor are 
« you To to underſtand it, as the favourite which you 
« was before. She forgave you; but this was as a 
« Chriſtian'and a parent; ſtill preſerving i in her own 
« mind a juſt ſenſe of your, diſobedience, and a juſt 
« reſentment on that account. And yet, notwith- 
„ſtanding this reſentment, ſhe deſires you to remem- 
ber, that when you a ſecond time ventured to op- 
'« poſe her authority, and nothing would ſerve you 
« but taking a ramble (an indecent one I can't help 
« ſaying) after your fellow, ſhe thought fit to ſhew... 
« the exceſs of a mother's tenderneſs,. and furniſhed 
% you with no leſs than fifty pounds for your fooliſh 
© voyage. How can ſhe then be otherwiſe than ſur- 
« priſed at your preſent demand? which, ſhould ſhe 
(be ſo weak to comply with, ſhe mult expect to be 
© every month repeated, in order to ſupply the ex- 
„ travagance of a young rakiſh officer. Lou ſay ſhe 
vill compaſſionate your ſufferings; yes, ſurely ſhe 
doth greatly compaſſionate them, and ſo do I too, 
though you was neither ſo kind, nor ſo civil, as to 
* ſuppoſe I ſhould. But I forgive all your flights to 
me, as well now. as formerly. Nay, I not only | 
forgive, but I pray-daily for you. But, dear ſiſter, 
hat could you expect leſs than what had happen- 
* ed? you ſhould have believed your friends, who 
« were wiſer and older than. you. I do not here mean 
% myſelf, though I own I am eleven months and ſome 

© odd weeks your ſuperior; though had 1 been 
* younger, I might, porhaps,: have been - able to ad- 


"Tl 


beauty, do not always go together. You will 
% not be offended at this: for I know in your heart 
you have always held your head above ſome . 
people, whom perhaps other people have thought 
better of: but why do I mention what I ſcorn ſo 
much ?—No, my 3 ſiſter, Heaven forbid it 
ſhould ever be ſaid of rne, that I value myſelf upon 
my face—not but, if I could believe men, perhaps 
but I hate and deſpiſe men — you know 1 do, 
* my dear, and I wiſh you had deſpiſed them as 
much; but /ada eſt alea, as the Doctor lays — 15 
You are to make the belt of your fortune. What 
9 fortune | 


* viſe you: for wiſdom, and what ſome may call 7 
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| . fortane 1 mean my 1 Dog 
% you: for you know all is in her power, Let me 

« adviſe you then to bring your mind to your cir. 
"YA cumſtances, and remember (for 45 can't help: Wri. 
« ting it, as it is for your own good) e Dios. amy 
«< area diſtemper which very ill become knapfack, 
% Remember, my dear, what you — remem · 
* ber what my mamma hath: ae retanks we 


* 


* have ſomething of yours to keep, and do not con. 
* ſider” yourſelf as an only chi d- No, nor as 4 
- OR child; but be I to 7 4 
1 Dear mmer R = © 
5 e Your: moſt alfcAonte N e "kt 
e aePr And moſt obedient humble 2 hp 


E. Har,” 5 
ö 0 has Miſs Betty, hd Miſs Matthews, #1 


© always held her in high eſteem ;. but I proteſt e 
. a Forth even what I could: e n From « f. 
6 or «h 
This letter, Madam,” eries „ v0 will - h 
« believe was an excellent cordial for my poor wile ill © { 
© ſpirits. So dreadful indeed. was the effect it had - 
upon her, that as ſhe had read it in my abſence i « ; 
] found her at my return home in the moſt violent y 
* fits; and ſo long was it before ſhe recovered bei y 
« ſenſes, that I deſpaired of that bleſs'd event everhap 0 
* pening,. and my own ſenſes very narrowly eſcapeiſ v 
from being ſacrificed to my deſpair. However, ſti . 
* came at laſt to herſelſ, and I began to conſider i c. 
every means of carrying her immediately to Mont ce 
« pelier, which was now become much more - necel + an 
fary than before. ys 
25 Though I was 1y. ſhocked at the barbar "1 
+ of the letter, yet "apprehended. no very ill conſe b. 
© quence from it; for as it was believed all over i t| 
army that I had married a great fortune, Tha 1 
© received- offers of money, if 1 Wanted it, af. ; 
© more than one. Indeed, I might. have eaſily carried "yi 
my wife to Montpelier at any time; but the wa c 
extremely averſe to the voyage, deing defirons: b 
.* our returning to England, as I had leave to d ſe 
150 and ſhe grew 1 ſo much better o 00h wa * 0: 
26 1 7 | wm 


ep. 7. 
not been for the receipt of that curſed-=which 1 


ho had not only offered; but importuned me to 


him; and as a reaſon of altering my reſolution, I 


after ſome. ſilence, ſaid, he was ſorry I. had refuſed | 


* vent me from ſucceeding elſewhere: for ſuch is the 


| ; of my friend James, 1 are all univerſal ſatires 


AM. E L. I 4. 12 
i have juſt read to you, I am perſuaded ſhe might 
have been able bo return to G el in the next 


1 ſhip. s eh * A 174 
Among others rob was a colonel in the nadie; 


receive money of him: I now therefore repaired to 


produced the letter, and at the ſame time ac- 
« quainted him with the true ſtate of my affairs. 
« The Colonel read the letter, ſhook his head, and | 


to accept his offer before'; but that he had now 
« ſo ordered matters, and diſpoſed ct his money, 
that he had not a ſhilling left to ſpare from hs 
* own Occafions. 

« Anſwers of the ſame kind L hind, from. 0 
others; but not one penny could 1 borrow of any; 
for I have been ſince firmly perſuaded that the 
honeſt Colonel was not content with denying ine 
himſelf; but took effectual means, by ſpreading the 
« ſecret I had fo fooliſhly truſted him with, to pre- 
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nature of men, that whoever denies himſelf to do 
you a favour, is dae e chat it men de done to | 
you by any other. & eee 
This was the firſt time L bad ever ne diſtre 
' which ariſes from the want of money; a diſtreſs 
very dreadful indeed in a married ſtate; for hat 
can be more miſerable than to ſee any thing ne- 
* cellary to the preſer vation ot a Anne creature, . 
and not be able to ſupply it2?3hꝛ 4 a 
Perhaps you may wonder, Wa ve I 3 5 | 
not mentioned Captain James on this occaſian ; 
but he was at that time e up at Algiers, (whi- 
* ther he had been ſent. by dhe governon) in a fever: 
However, he returned time enough to ſupply me, 
* which he did with the utmoſt readineſs, un the 
very firſt mention of my diſtreſs; and the pre 
* Colonel, notwithſtanding: his having diſpoſed of 
bis money, diſcounted the Captain's ö You - 
' ſee, Madam, an inſtance in the generous behaviour 
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922 A.M E L IIA. 
< againſt human kind. He is indeed one of the wer- 


* thieſt men the world ever produce. 

But, perhaps, you will be more pleaſed ſtiſl tk 
* the extravagant generoſity of my ſerjeant. The day 
before the return of Mr James, the poor fellow 
came to me, with tears in his eyes, and begped [ 
* would not be offended at what he was going to men- 
„tion. He then pulled a purſe from his: pocket, 
£ which contained, he ſaid, the ſum of twelve pounds, 


and which he begged me to accept, crying, he was 
„ ſorry it was not in his power to lend me Whaterer 


IJ wanted. I was ſo ſtruck with this inſtanee of 
generoſuy and friendſhip in ſuch a perſon, that ! 
gave him an opportunity of preſſing me a ſecond 
time, before I made him an anſwer. Indeed I was 
greatly ſurpriſed how he came to be worth that little 
* fum, and no Jeſs at his being acquainted-with my 
oben wants, In both which points he preſently:{a- 


tisfied me. As to the firſt, it ſeems he had plun - 


'* dered a Spaniſſi officer of fifteen piſtolłs; and as to 


the ſecond, he confeſſed he had it from my wife 
maid, who had overheard ſome diſcourſe between 


her miſtreſs and me, Indeed, people, I believe, al. 
©. ways deceive themſelves who imagine they can con- 
4 ceal diſtreſs'd circumſtances from their ſervants; for 
© theſe are always extremely quick- ſighted on ſuck 


4 occaions.,7:/ to 1nd] e 
Sood Heaven l' cries Miſs Matthews, how aſto- 
niſhing is ſuch behaviour in ſo low a fellow!!!“ 


thought ſo myſelf,” anſwered Booth; and 


yet I know. not, on a more ſtrict examination into 

the matter, why we ſhould be more ſurpriſed to ſet. 
greatneſs of mind diſcover itſelf in one degree or 

anke of life than in another. Love, bene volence, | 
or What you will pleaſe to call it, may be the 

reigning paſſion in a beggar as well as in a! prinee; 
and where: ever it is, its ener gies will be the ſame; * 
Jo confeſs the truth, I am afraid we often gon 
*©-pliment what we call upper life, with too much in- 
juſtioe, at the expence of the lower. As it is no 


rare thing to ſec inſtances which degrade human ba- 
ture, in perſons of the higheſt birth and education 
+ fol apprehend, that examples of whatever is.reall 
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Chap. 8. AM Ei Li Tf Az. 123 | 
great and good, have been ſometimes found amonglt 
' thoſe who have wanted all ſuch advantages. In 
reality, palaces, I make no doubt, do ſometimes 
contain nothing but drearineſs and darkneſs, and 
the ſun of righteouſneſs hath ſhone forth with all 


its glory in a cottage.” 


Tube flory of Booth continued. 


AIR Boe Went ans. nota 11.05 eth 
1VL © We now took leave of the garriſon; and 
© having landed at Marſeilles, arrived at Montpelier, 
without any thing happening to us worth remem- 

« brance, except the extreme ſea - ſickneſs of poor 
Amelia; but 1 was afterwards well repaid for the 
© terrors which it occafioned me, by the good conſe- 
© quences which attended it: for I believe it contri 
© buted even more than the air of Montpelier, to the 
perfect re- eſtabliſnment of her health? {© 
I aſk your pardon for interrupting you,” cries 
Miſs Matthews; * but you never sad me Whe⸗ 
© ther you took the ſerjeant's money. Tou have 
pr merry me half in love with that charming fel- 
low.“ dr onde oor och ber Lt. 
How can you imagine, Madam, anſwered Booth, - 
* I ſhould have taken from a poor fellow what was 
* of ſo little conſequence to me, and at the ſame time 
of ſo much to him? Perhaps now you will dertve 
this from the paſſion of pride... 
* Indeed,” fays fhe,:* I neither derive it from the 
* paſhon of pride, nor from the paſſion of folly z but 
* methinks you ſhould have accepted the offer, and! 
am convinced you hurt him very much when you 
* refuſed it. But pray proceed in your ſtory,” Then 
Booth went on{as follows ! 5 169008 
As Amelia recovered ker health and fpirits daily, 
of we began to paſs our time very pleafantly at Mont: 
pelier: for the greateſt enemy to the French will ac- 
knowledge, that they are the beſt” people in the 
' world to live amongſt for a little while. In ſome 
countries it is almoſt as eaſy to get a good eflate 
_ 352 good acquaintance.' In Englund; particular. 
: | 3 5 15 1 ly, by 
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124 A M BB DIA Book III. 
ly, acquaintance is of almoſt as flow growth as a 
oak; ſo that the age of man ſearce ſuffices t0 
bring it to any perfection, and families ſeldom con; 
* tract any great intimacy till the third, or at leaſt theſe. 
econd generation. So ſhy indeed are we Engliſh af let, 
ting a ſtranger into our houſes, that one would ima. 
gine we regarded all ſuch as thieves. Now the French 

are the very reverſe, Being a ſtranger among them 
* entitles you, to the better place, and to the greater | 
degree of civility; and if you wear but the appear. 

ance of a gentleman, they never ſuſpect you ane got 
+ one; Their friendſhip indeed ſeldom extends ſo far 
as their purſe; nor is ſuch, friendſhip uſual in other 
* countries. To ſay the truth, politeneſs carries friend: 
« thip far enough in the ordigary occaſions of life, 
and tho wks want this accompliinment rarely make 

* amends: for it by their ſincerity: for bluntneſs, or 
© rather rudeneſs, as it commonly deſerves to be 
called, is not always ſo much a mark of honeſty a 

it is taken tb. k N 

The day after our arrival we became acquainted 

with Monſ. Bagillard. He was a Frenchman of 

great wit and vivacity, wit · a greater. ſnhare of learn» 
ing than gentlemen are uſually poſſeſſed of. As he 
lodged in the fame houſe with us, we were imme 
diately acquainted, and I liked his converſation ſo 
company. Indeed I ſpent ſo much of my time with 
him, that Amelia (1 know not whether I ought te 
6 
0 


A 


T_T — 


* 


* 


— 


K 


mention it). grew uneaſy at our familiarity, and 
complained of iny being too little with her, from 
my violent fondneſs for my new acquaintance; for 
dur converſation turning chiefly upon books, and 
<,-principally Latin ones (for we read ſeveral of the 
- 5 claſſics together) ſhe could have but little entertain · 
ment by being with us. When my wife had once: 
© taken it into her head that ſhe was deprived of m 
company by Mr Bagillard, it was impoſſible te. 
change her opinion; and though F new ſpent more 
of my time with her than I bad ever done befor. | 
| + the ſtill grew more and more diſſatisfied, till at falt, 
* ſhe very earneſtly deſired me to quit my lodgings. 
and inſiſted upon it with more .,vehems ace; than! 
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Chap. . 
+ had ever known her expreſs before. To ſay the 


„ unreaſonable, I thought-ſhe. was ſo on chis o 


| * like him. He was far ſrom having any of thoſe 


- 


AM EE HALL 
truth, if that excellent woman could ever he thought 


5 hon. , , ee oe OTE 000 F 
But in what light ſoeyer her deſires appeared 
© to me, as they manifeſtly aroſe from an affection 
* of which I had daily the moſt endearing proofs, I 
© reſolved to comply with her, and accordingly re- 
moved te à diſtant. part ef the ton; for it is my 
opinion that we can have but little love for the per- 
«© ſon whom we will never indulge in an unreaſonable 
demand. Indeed, I was under 4, difficulty with 
regard to Monſ. Bagillard; for as I could not poſ- 
ſibly communicate to him the true reaſon for quit- 
ting my lodgings, ſo I found it as difficult to de- 
* ceive him by a counterfeit one; beſides, I was ap- 
« prehenſive 1 ſhould have little leſs of his company 
* than before.  F could, indeed, have avoided. this 
« dilemma by leaving Mentpelier; for Amelia had 
perfectly recovered her health; but I had faithfully 
© promiſed. Captain James to wait his return from 
* ftaly, whither he was gone ſome: time before from 
Gibraltar; nor was it proper for Amelia to take 5 
any long journey, ſhe being now near ſix mont? 
gone with t... a 
This difficulty, However; proved to be leſs thaw 
had imagined it; for my French friend, whether 
he ſuſpected any thing from my wite's behaviour. 
though ſhe never, as-I obſerved, ſhewed him he 
* leaſt. incivility,. became ſuddenly as cold on his ſide. 
After our leaving the lodgings,. he never made 
* above two or three formal vilits z indeed his time was. 
* ſoon after entirely. taken up by an intrigue with a 4 
certain counteſs, which blazed all over Montpeher. 
Me had not been long in our new apartments be- 19 
fore an. Englifh officer arrived iat Montpelier, and 1 
came to lodge in the ſame houſe. with us. This 
* gentleman, whoſe name was Bath, was of the rank 19 
* of a major, and had ſo. much ſingularity in his 
character, that, perhaps, ydu never heard-; of. any 
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60 rally turned on matrers of no fenlinkl kind; Far 
and martial exploits being the ordinary topics of his. +1 
© converſation's however, as he had a filter With +] 


whom Amelia was greatly pleaſed, an intimacy pre. 9 
„ ſently grew between us, and we four Uived 1 in one 4 
1 © family, ' 995 1 
The Major was 2 ard deter in the War vellbug, « 
© and was conſtantly the little hero of his own tale. 
This made him very entertaining to Amelia, who, M 
© of all perſons in the world, hath the trueſt taſte and. 8 
enjoyment of the ridiculous for 'whilt no one 6.1 
* ſooner difcovers it in the character of another, no 
< one ſo well conceals her knowledge of it from the ko 


© ridiculous perfon. I cannot help mentioning a ſen. 
< timent of hers on this head, as I think ir doth her y 

© great honour. If I had the ſame neglect, ſaid 5 
FAKE for ridiculous people with the generality of 5 
the World, I ſhould rather think them the objects Fo 
«© of tears than laughter; but, in reality, I have f 
4 knoven ſeveral, who, in ſome parts of their cha- 


racters, have been extremely ridiculous, in others w. 
e have been altogether as amiable. For inſtance,” "= c* 
« ſaid ſhe, here is the Major, who tells us of man 4 
e things which he has never ſeen, and of others ; 

© which he hath never done, and both in the moſt 
15 extravagant exceſs; and yet how amiable is his be- F 


e haviour-to his poor ſiſter, whom he hath not only 
£ brought over hither for her health, at his own 
40 expence, but is come to bear her 'company!* I be- 
* lieve, Madam, I repeat her very words; for I am 
very apt to remember what ſhe ſays. ; | 
Tou will eaſily believe, from a circumſtance 1 ; 
have juſt mentioned in the Major's favour; eſpecially | 
den L have told vou that his ſiſter was one of the 
"beſt of girls, that it was entirely neceſſary to hide Wl © 
from her all kind of laughter at any part of her $ 
brother's 'behaviour. To ſay the truth, this was 8 


K „ „ 


a 33 8 coy 


eaſy enough to do; for the poor girl was ſo blinded ; 
with love and gratitude, and ſo highly Honoured 8 
and reverenced her brother, that ſhe had not the : 
"leaſt ſuſpicion that there was a N r the N I 
capable of laughing at him. s ; x 


2" Indeed, I am Certain ſhe never made che leaſt dif 


W 
Ta- g 


* 


ftory: . ed © $11 | 
In this company we. p or „ months: 
very agreeably, till the Major and L both betook: 


brought to bed of a girl, and Miſs Bath. confinec 


* 


* which would: ſometimes appear. To fay thetruth,. 


if he had any fault, it was that of vanity; but ſhe 


„was a very good girl upon the whole; "SPE 
cf us are entirely free from faults.” 75 
© You Are a good-natured. fellow, Will, anſwer 

Miſs Matthews, but vanity is a fault of the. elt 


magnitude in a e and often che occaſion -d 


many others. 0 tes $739 


To this Booth made 1 no 0 anfwer, but continued his. 


+ ourſelves. te our ſeveral nurſeries; my wife being 


Oo 
* 


© to her chamber by a ſurfeit, whick ae to e 
occaſioned her death,* ' 

Here Miſs Matthews burſt f 10 * 4 1 of 
which when Booth aſked the reaſen, ſhe ſaid: ſhe: 


could not forbear ar the thoughts of two ſuch nurſes; 


* And did you really,” 2 85 ihe, male Jour yOu” 8 
« caudle yourſelf? ?? 


Indeed, Madany* aid he, + et did; aud 4⁰ you | 


think that ſo extraordinary ?? ꝰ 

Indeed I do, anſwered ſhe, © 1 8 the beſt 
* huſbands had looked on their wives: lymg-in as a 
time of feſtivity and jollity. What, did you not even 


* get drunk in the time of your wife's delivery? tell 


, me honeſtly how you. Ne ann at chis 
time. | 
* Why then honeſtly, 1 "wy « P72} 3 
* of your laughter, L lay behind her bolſter, and ſup- 
ported her in my arms; and upon my ſoul, I be- 
* lieve I felt more pain in my mind than ſhe under- 
vent in her body. And now anſwer me as honeſtly; 


do you really think it a proper time of mirth,, When 


the creature one loves to diſtraction is undergoing 
© the moſt racking torments, as well as in the mo 


imminent danger? and but I need not | expreſs ny 7 


© more tender circumſtances.? ':! + +. 


4 2 am to W cried he. Ves and 
1 en, 


s r ef em Saile den well e 
« would have reſented it: for beſides the love ſbe 
« bore her brother, ſhe had a little family pride, 
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0 Gacerely,” cries Booth.—* Why then K 
WE ſincerely,” fays ſhe,” may I never fee Heaven Fi 


. you do me too much honour, there are many fack 
"16 huſbands—Nay, have we not an example of the 
believe, I ſhall make you laugh. 


in his: ſiſter's antichamber warming her peſſet. His 


cap, which being 
he is a very aukward thin man near ſeven feet high 
might have formed, in the opinion of moſt men; 4 
very proper object of laughter. The Major ſtarted 


„ not?” anſwered he. 
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don't think you an angel of a. man.“ 
VNay, Madam,“ anſwered Booth. 


6 " un. #0 


like tenderneſs in the Major? though as to him, 1 
While my Wiſe 
lay in, Miſs Bath being extremely ill, went one 
day to che door of her apartment, to enquire after 
© her health, as well as for the Major, whom I had not 
ſeen during a whole week. I knocked ſoftly at the 
door, and being bid to open it, I found' the Major 


© dreſs was certainly whimſical enough, having on x 
* woman's bed-gown, and a very dirty flannel night. 
added to a very odd' perſon (for 


from his ſeat at my entering into the room, and with 
8 Ne emotion, and a great oath, cried out, Is it 

« you, Sir?” I then enquired: after his-and his filter 
health. He anſwered, That his fiſter was better, 
and he was very well, © though: I did not expect, 
« Sir,” cried he, with not a little 2 * tw. 
be ſeen by you in this ſituation,” I told bim, 
I thought it impoſſible he could e in a ſitu 
ation more becoming his character. © You do 
By G- I am very much 

* obliged to you for that opinion; but 1 believe, 
“ Sir, however my weakneſs may prevail on me td 
gere deſtend from it, no man can be more conſcious 
of his own dignity than myſelf. His ſiſter then 
© called to him from the inner room; upon which be 
4 rung the bell for her ſervant; and then after d ſtiide 
or two acroſs the room, he ſaid, with an elated aſped, 
J would not have you think, Mr Booth, becauf 
e you have caught me in this difhabile, by coming 
upon me a little too abruptly, I cannot help ſaying 
4 little too abruptly, that I am my fiſter s nurle. 
I know better what is due to the dignity of fa man, 


and 1 have neun 1 2t in à line of wes” 
| 6 have 
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bins, 8. K 1 
« ] have made à figure there: Mr Bootlt, and be 
« coming, my character; by G---, Lought not to be 
« deſpiſed too much, if my nature is not. totally — 9 
« out its weakneſſes. le uttered this, and ſome 
« more of the ſame kind, with great majeſty, or, as 
« he called it, dignity. Indeed, he uſed ſome hard 
« words that I did not underſtand ; for all his words: 
are not to be found in a dictionary. Upon the 
whole, I could not eafily refrain from laughter ; 
« however, I conquered myſelf, and ſoon after retired 
from him, aſtoniſhed that it was: poſſible for a man 
« to poſſeſs true 8900ncs: and be, at the ane ue. 
oaſhamed. of it | 

« But if I was ; ſurpriſed at. has bad oalled at — 
« viſit, how much more was I furpriſed the next 
morning, when he came very early to my chamber, 
© and told me he had not been able to ſleep one wink 


s words of yours, ſays he, Which muſt be fur- 
« ther explained before we part. You told me, Sir, 
« when you found me in that ſituation, which I can- 


% not bear to recollect, that you thought I could not: 
appear in one more becoming my character; theſe 


© were the words, I ſhall never forget tem, Do. 
« you imagine that there is Any of 58 dignity of a: 
* man, wanting in my, character? dg you think that 


% have, during. my ſiſter's illneſs, hehaved with 2: 


© weakneſs. that ſavpurs too much of effeminacy?, I 
„know how much it is beneath a man to whine and 
% whimper: about a trifling girl, as well as you, or 


any man; and if my fiſter had died, 1 ſhoul d have. 


© behaved like a man on the accaſion,. E would not 
* have you think I confined myſelf from company: 


© ordered- myſelf. And when you ſurpriſed me in: 
© that ſituatien, I repeat again in that ſituation, = 
© nurſe had not left the room three minutes, and TI 

was blowing the fire for fear-it- ſhould. have gone 
Hout. -In this. manner he ran on almoſt a quar- 


* ter of an hour, before he would ſuffer me vo f. eak..” 
at laſt, looking ſtedfaſtly in bis face, Laſked him, 


if I muſt conclude that he was in earneſt. . In. 


„„ 


* Lacheſte ag: Bs ee ee do, = 


* 


at what had paſſed. between. us! There were ſome: 


* merely upon her agcount;. I was very much gifs. 
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Hing of Sweden, the braveſt, and even fierce of 


< world; and he is a raſcal that is aſhamed of doing 
% any thing which the King of Sweden did. An 
< yet if any King of Sweden in France was to tell 


* Betſy! ſhe is the honeſteſt, worthieſt girl that evet 


——— 
r _ * nord 
rg 3 LAS oy 1 wi Yay 
* * 4 n F 4 p, [ 
5 was 3 
wile os; SEE 
So RT ns "as, % 1 
* — — 
re — 
i 


os $2: ne r r PAIN” TY \ 
. wy r 9 Es „r 
4" * "FS, F Fo * „ £8 8 r 
a5 I - > * asse q WT ö * = N * 
IN 72 F : 


or mt; 


then take 85. Gager fr A 35 * Lodkee, Sir, 
c 1 5 I, very gravely, 1 think we know one atiothes 
ry well; and 1 have no reaſon to. ſuſpec you 
. „ed in ute it bo far chen 1 de 70 % 16 
* far from intending to affront you, that 1 meant you 
one of the higheſt compliments. 'Tenderneſs for 
* women is 10. fa ar from lefſening, that it Proves a 
true manly character. The manly Brutus prod 
the utmoſt tenderneſs to his Porcia ; and the g 


men, ſhut himſelf up three whole days in the midſt 
of a campaign, and would ſee no company'en' the 
death of a favourite ſiſter. At theſe words, I w 
his features ſoften; and he cried out, 54 me, 
„ I admire the King of Sweden of all the men in the 


<6 me that his ther had more merit than mine, by 
44 G Fa knoek his brains abeut his ears. Poorkitl; 


«© was born, Heaven be praiſed, ſhe is recovered; 
« for, if I had loſt her, I never ſhould have enjoyed 
another happy moment.'—In this manner e fan 
on ſome time, till the tears began to overfloy— 
* which, when he perceived, he ſtopped; perhaps he 


Lal 


was unable to go on; for he ſeemed almoſt choak- | 


© ed;—after a ſhort nee, however, having wiped 
* Sis eyes with his bandkerchief,, he "ſeabed a deep 
e ſigh, and cried, + I am aſhamed you ſhould - 
11 this, Mr Booth; but, d—n mg, Nature will g 

« the better of dignity.” I now comforted him 25 
the example of Xerxes, as I had before done With 


© that of the King of Sweden; and ſobn after we 


© fit down to breakfaſt together, with much cordial 
45 friendſhip: for I aſſure you, with all his oddity, 
there is not a DEN OITRY A man in che world thatl 
the Major.“ Las 

' © Good-natured, indeed! = cries « Miſs Mather 
great ſeorn.— A fool! how can you. e ſuch 
£ fellow with commendation ?* 


Booth ſpoke as much as he could 105 deſign E hi 
| fiend; indeed he had repreſented * in as 8 


7 * * ä * * 2 
. N os Ec." = 
4 „ SSI : 


as MW chap. „. A NM. E L. IIA. 130% 
die able a light as poſſible, and had particularly left out S 
othes Ml thoſe hard words, with Which, as he bad obſerved © 
Fyod Wl little before, the. Major interlarded his diſcourſe 


vas 16 WY Booth then proceeded as in the next chapter. 
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Containing very extraordinary matters. 


, 188 Bath,” continued Booth, now recovered 
VI fo faſt, that ſhe Was abroad as ſoon as my 
wife. Our little party -quarree began to grow 
« agreeable again; and we mixed: with the company 
« of the place more than we had done before. Monſ. 
« Bagillard now again renewed his.intimacy; for the 
« counteſs his miſtreſs was gone to Paris. At which 
© my wife at firſt ſnewed no. diſſatisfaQtion ; and I 
+ imagined that as ſhe had a friend and companion 
of her own ſex (for Miſs Bath and ſhe! had con- 
« tracted the higheſt. fondneſs for eack other) that ſhe 
would the leſs miſs my company. However, I was © 
« diſappointed in this expeRation ; for ſhe ſoon be- 
gan to expreſs her former uneaſineſs, and her im- 
patience for the arrival of Captain James, chat we 
might entirely quit Montpelier. CEL nt 

* I could not avoid conceiving ſome little diſplea- 
* ſure at this humour of my wife, which I was forced 
to think a little unreaſonable. A little, do you 
call it? ſays Miſs Matthews, Good Heavens 
what a huſband are you ' How little worthy,” 
anſwered he, as you will ſay hereafter, of ſuch a 
* wife as my Amelia! One day as we were ſitting 
together, I heard a violent ſcream, upon which 
* my wife ſtarting up, cried. out, Sure that's Miſs 
* Bath's voice,” and immediately ran towards the 
chamber whence it | proceeded. I followed her; 
and when we arrived, we, there beheld the moſk 04 
* ſhocking fight imaginable; Miſs. Bath lying dead » 
on the floor, and the Major all bloody kneeling by 
her, and roaring out for aſſiſtance. Amelia, though Þ | 
* the was herſelf in little better condition than hee I} 
* friend, ran haſtily to her, bared her neck, and abe 
' tempted. to looſen her ſtays, while I ran up and 
e OU99C OE LTTIIN { 10:59 don; ; 
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ter and cordials, and difpatching "ſeveraFſerpun; 
_ © one. after\another for doctors and ſurgeons; =: 
Water, : cordials, and all neceſſary; iniplement 
being brought, Miſs Bath was, at length, recover. 
ed, and placed in her chair, when the Major ſeated 
_ himſelf by her. And now the young lady being 
reſtored to life, the Major, who, till then, had en. 
gaged as little of his own, as of any other perſhn; 
attention, became the object of all our conſiders: 
tions, eſpecially his poor filter's, who had no ſooner 
- recovered ſufficient ſtrength, than "the began to la. 
ment her brother, crying out, that he was killed: 
and bitterly bewailing her fate, in having revive WM 
from her ſwoon to behold ſo dreadful a fpetacle, ] 
While Amelia applied herſelf to ſooth- the agonies 
of her friend, I began to enquire into the condition 
of the Major; in Which I was aſſiſted by a furgeon, 
who now arrived. The Major declared with great 
chearfulneſs, that he did not apprehend his wound 
to be in the leaſt dangerous, and therefore beggel 
his ſiſter to be comforted, ſaying, he was convinced 
the ſurgeon would ſoon give her the ſame affurance; 
but that good man was not ſo liberal of affarancei 
as the Major had expected; for as ſoon as he had 
' probed the wound, he afforded no more than hopes, 
declaring that it was a very ugly wound]; but ad- 
ded; by way of conſolation, that he had cured many 
much worſe. «01 8 e „ ee ee ER | 
When the Major was dreſſed, his ſiſter ſeemed to 
poſſeſs his whole thoughts, and all his care was te 
relieve her grief. He ſolemnly proteſted, that it 
vas no more than a fleſh wound, and not very deep, 
nor could, as hetapprehended, be in the leaſt dau- 
gerous; and as for the cold expreflions of the for: 
geon, he very well accounted for them from a mo- 
tive too obvious to be mentioned. From thele de- 
.* clarations of her brother, and the interpoſition of 
her friends; and above all, I believe, from chat vat 
vent which ſhe had given to her fright, 'Mils Path 
© ſeemed a little pacified ;* Amelang, Jaft 
+ prevailed; and as terror abated, curioſity heeam: 
+ the ſuperior paſſion. I therefore now began . 
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« quire what had occaſioned that accident, whence 

all the uprodr kt.. ee COT 3 ". 
The Major took me by the hand, and looking 

very kindly at me, ſaid, My dear Mr Booth, 

« ] muſt begin by aſking your pardon; for I have 

« done you an injury, for which nothing but the 


« height of friendſhip in me can be an excuſe; and 


« therefore nothing but the height-of friendſhip in 
« you can Rs This preamble, Madam, you 


vill eaſily be IeVEC; greatly alarmed all the compa- 


* ny, but eſpecially me.---I anſwered, Dear Major, I 
forgive you, let it be what it will; but what is it 
poſſibly you can have done to injure me? That; 


replied he, which I am convinced a man of your . 
$ © honour and dignity of nature, by G., muſt con- 


« clade to be one of the Higheſt injuries. I have 
taken out of your own hands the doing yourſelf 
« juſtice. I am afraid I have killed the man who 
« hath myured your honour. I mean that villain, Ba- 
« gillard----but I cannot proceed; for you, Madam,“ 
* ſaid he to my wife, are concerned; and I know 


« what as due to the dignity of your ſex.*----Ame- 


lia, F obſerved, turned pale at theſe words, but 
« eagerly begged him to proceed. Nay, Madam;! 
* anſwered he, if I, am commanded by a lady, it 
is a part of my dignity to obey. He then pro- 
* ceeded to tell us, that Bapillard had rallied him 
* upon a ſuppoſition that he was purſuing my wife, 
with a view of gallantry; telling him, that he could 
never ſucceed; giving hints, that if it had been 
* poſſible, he ſhould Rave ſucceeded himſelf; and 
* ending with calling my poor Amelia an accom- 
pliſaed prude; upon which the Major gave Bagil- 
* lard a box in the ear, and both immediately drew 
* their ſwords. LIE tag on | o 


* The Major had ſcarce ended his ſpeech, When a 
* ſervant came into the room, and told me there was 
a friar below who deſired to ſpeak with me in great 
* haſte, I thook the Major by the hand, and told 
bim I not only 3 him, but was extremely 


* obliged to his friendſhip; and then going to the 
triar, I found that he was Bagillard's confelſor, 
from whom he came to me, with an earneſt deſire 
Vor. I. 5 2 . 
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of ſeeing me, that he mightaſk my pardon, and ie. 
ceive my forgiveneſs. before he died, for the in : 
he had intended me. My wife at firſt oppoſed * 
going, from ſome ſudden fears on my account; by Wl « 
when ſhe was convinced they were groundleſs, ſhe Wl - 
4 conſented. ...... IS 

I found Bagillard in his bed; for the. Major) 

* ſword had paſſed up to the very hilt through hi 

* body. After having very earneſtly aſked my par- 


don, he made me many compliments on the pol: 
ſeſſion ef a woman, who, joined to the moſt exqui. 
ſite beauty, was miſtreſs of the moſt impregnabte 
virtue ; as a proof of which, he acknowledged the 
vehemence as well as ill ſucceſs of his attempts 
and to make Amelia's virtue appear the brighter, 
his vanity was ſo predominant, he eould not for- 
bear running over the names of ſeveral women of 
faſhion who had yielded to his paſſion, which, he 
ſaid, had never raged fe violently ſor any other as for 
my poor Amelia; and that this violence, which he 
had found wholly unconquerable, he hoped would 
procure his pardon at my hands. It is ugneceſſary 
to mention what I ſaid on the occaſion. E affural 
him of my entire forgiveneſs; and ſo we parted, 
To ſay the truth, I afterwards thought myſelf almoſt 
obliged to him for a meeting with Amelia, the mol 
luxuriouſly delicate that can be imagined. _ . 
„I now ran to my wife, whom I embraced wich 
< raptures of Jove and tenderneſs. When the firl 
torrent of theſe was a little abated, Confeſs to 
<< me, my dear, ſaid ſhe, could your goodnels 
„ prevent you from thinking me a little unreaſon- 
4 able in expreſſing fo much uneaſineſs at the loſs of 
% your company, while I ought to have rejoiced n 
the thoughts of your being ſo well entertained: 
I know you muſt; and then conſider what I mult 
„ have felt, while I knew I was daily leſſening mi- 
4 cſelf in your eſteem, and forced into a condut, 
Which I was ſenſible muſt appear to you, who wa 
ignorant of my motive, to be mean, vulgar, and 
4 ſelfiſh. And yet what other courſe had I to take, 
4% with a man whom no denial, no ſcorn could abaſh! 
4 nut if this was a cruel taſk, how much more 
ap | +. wrotehe 
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Chap, . M L'E A + any 
« wretched ſilt was the conſtraint I was obliged to 
« wear in his preſence befote you, to ſhew outward" 
« civility to the man whom my ſoul- deteſted; for 
« fear of any fatal conſequence from your ſuſpicion ; 
„ and this too, while I was afraid he would conſtrue: 
« it to be an encouragement.---Do you not pity your 
« poor Amelia when you reflect on her ſituation #”--- 
« Pity !' cried I, my love, is pity an adequate expreſ- 
ſion for eſteem, for adoration ?---But how, my love, 
could he carry this on ſo ſecretly---by letters? O 
« no, he offered me many; but I never would receive 
« but one, and that I returned him. Good G: !?! 
« would not have ſuch a letter in my poſſeſſion for” + - 
« the univerſe; I thought:my eyes contaminated wit 
© reading it.“ O brave!” cried Miſs Matthews; 
Heroic, I proteſt. n ro 
Had I a wiſh that did not bear 

The ſtamp and image of my dear, 

I'd pierce my heart through every vein, 

And die to let it out again,” * 


\ , 


. 


And can you really,” cried he, "EY h ut ſo muckh _ 
* tenderneſs ?* I laugh at tenderneſs! O Mr Booth,” 


anſwered ſhe, © Thou knoweſt but little of Caliſta. « F 


© thought formerly, cried he, I knew a great deal, 


and thought you, of all women in the world, to have 


the greateſt '------- + Of all women Take care, Mr 
© Booth,” ſaid ſhe.---+ By Heaven, if you thought ſo, 
* you thought truly---But what is the: obje& of my 
* tenderneſs? ſuch an object as“ Well, Madam,” 
ſays he, I hope you will find one. I thank you 
for that hope, however, fays ſhe, cold as it is; 
but pray go on with your ſtory; which. command 
he immediately: obeyed.. TR oo 


EAT I 
' Containing a letter of a very curious kind. 


THE Major's wound,” continued Booth,” was 
; really as ſlight as he believed it; ſo that in a 


© very few days he was perfectly well; nor was Bagil- 


* lard, though run through the body, long apprehend- 


ed to be in any danger of his life. The Major then 


* took me aſide, and wiſhing, me heartily joy of Bagil-' | 


ds recovery, told me | ſhould now, by the gift . | 
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= writing to my good friend the Docter, acq 


_ +. thing of conſequence happen here during the firſt 


& (as it were) of 8 pars 3 en 
© myſelf juſtice. 1 anſwered, I could. not think of any 
«- ſuch ins: for that when Iz he was on his 
© death-bed, -I had heartily and ſineerely forgiren 
* him. Very right,” replied the Majon < and 
«© conſiſtent with your honour, when he was on bis 
death · bed; but that forgiveneſs was only 
« nah. and is revoked by EE 
I could not poſhbly ire 

© was really gone. —< What. — pany: 


cat, oy ng 


to do with the matter? the dignity. of my nature 
4 hath been abvays my reaſon for drawing my ſword ; Wl © 
and when that is concerned, T can as readily fight = *© 
6 with the man I love, as with the man I hate. —1 8 
vill not tire you with the repetition of the wholgar. pn 
« gument, in which the Major did not prevail; and! | 
really believe, I ſunk a little in his eſtoem upon that ; 
account, till Captain James, who arrived foon after, 
again. perfectly re- inſtated me in his favoun. 


When the Captain was come, there ine no 
cauſe of our longer ſtay at Montpelier; for as ta my 
wife, ſhe was in a better ſtate of health than I had 
ever known her, and Miſs Bath had not only reco- 
vered her health, but her bloom; and from a pale 
ſkeleton, was become a plump, handſome, young 
woman. James was again my caſhier; for far from 
receiving any remittance, it was now a long tithe 
ſmce I had received any letter from Eng land; though: 
both myſelf and my dear Amelia had orienta, 

th to my mother and ſiſter; and now at our de. 
parture from Montpellier, I bethoug ht myſelf of 


uainting 
him with our journey to Paris, whither 1 deli h 
* would direct his anſwer. 
At Paris we all arrived, without encountring any 
adventure on the road worth relating; nor did any 


« fortnight: for as von know neither Captain James 
nor Miſs Bath, it is ſcarce worth telling you, that 
© an affection, which afterwards ended in a marriage, 
© began now to appear between them, in which it may: 
appear odd to you that I made the firſt diſcovery at 


2 "Wh atk 8 flame, and w_ we ok the Caption: . we | 


Chap. 10. . 137 
he ſeventeenth day after our arrival at Paris, ! 
received à letter from the Doctor, which I have in 
my pocket- book; and, if you pleaſe, I will read it 
you; for 1 would not willingly do any injury to 
© his words.“ . e FF 1 
The lady, you may eaſily believe, defired- to hear 
the letter, and Booth read it as follows: aps 


« My dear hi ot ne ne,” 
6 5 I will now call you ſo, as you have ne 
« L ther of you now any other parent in this 
« world, Of this melancholy news I ſhould have 
« ſent you earlier notice, if I had thought you ig- 
« norant of it, or indeed if I had known whither to 
« have written. If your ſiſter hath received any let- 
« ters from you, ſhe hath kept thenr aa ſecret, and 
perhaps out of affection to you hath repoſited them 
in the ſame place where ſhe keeps her goodneſs, 
e and, what I am afraid is much dearer to her, her 
„money. The reports concerning you have been 
various; ſo is always the caſe in matters where men 
% are ignorant: for when no man knows wliat the 
« truth 1s, every man thinks himſelf at liberty to re- 
« port what he pleaſes. Thoſe who with you well, 
« ſon Booth, ſay ſimply that you are dead; others, 
that you ran away from the ſiege; and was caltuer- 
* ea, As for my daughter, all agree that ſhe is 4 
* faint above; and there are not wanting thoſe Who 
* hint that her huſband ſent her thither. From this 
beginning you will expect, I: ſuppoſe, better news 
than I am going to tell you; but pray, my dear 
children, why may not I, who have always laughed 
at my own afflictions, laugh at yours, without the. 
* cenſure of much malevolence? I with: you could 
learn this temper from me; for; take my word for 


* 


* it, nothing truer ever came from the mouth of a 


* 


% 


* heathen than that ſentence; Es 
eve fit quod bene fertur onus *. ; 
And though I muſt confeſs, I ever. thought Ari- 
© otle (whom I do not take for ſo great a blockhead 
as ſome who have never read him) doth not very 


* The burden becomes light by being well borne... | 
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© well refolve the doubt which he hath raiſed in hi 


oc 
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Ethics, vis. Hew a man, in the midſt of Kin 
2 pet 
have e that there is no — 4 
that a Chriſtian philoſopher may not reaſanably 
laugh at it. If the beathen Cicero, doubting: of 
immortality (far ſo wiſe a man muſt have dene 
of that which had ſuch ſlender arguments to ſup. 
port it), could aſſert it as the office of wiſdlom Hy 


' manas res deſpicere atgue inf) _ pofitas arbitrari fn 


„ Which. paſſage, with much more to the fame 
purpoſe, you will find in the third. book of his 
Tuſculan Queſtions:  _ 1 
* With how much greater confidence may a good 
Chriſtian deſpiſe, and even deride all temporary 
and ſhort tranfitory evils ! If the Per 
is trudging on to his miſerable cottage, can. laugh. 
at the ſtorms, and tempeſts, the rain and wWhirlwiadz 
which ſurround him, While his richeſt hope is only 
that of reſt ; how much more chearfully muſt a man 
paſs through ſuch tranſient evils whoſe ſpirits-are 
buoyed up with the certain expectation of finding a. 
noble palace, and the malt ſumptuous entertains 
ment ready. to receive him? I do not much like 
the ſimile; but I cannot think of a better, And 
yet, inadequate as the ſimile is, we may, I tlunk, 
from the actions of mankind, conclude, that they 
will conſider it as much toe-ſtrong ; for in the caſe 
I have put of the entertainment, is there any man 
ſo tender or poor - ſpirited as not to deſpiſe and often 
to deride the fierceſt of thoſe inclemencies which | 
have mentioned? but in our 1 toghe gloriom 
mankons of everlaſting bliſs, how ſeverely is every 
little rub, every trifling accident lamented and it | 
fortune ſhowers down. any of: her heavier ſtorms 
upon us, how wretched do we preſently appear to 
ourſelves and to others! The reaſon of this can be 
no other than that we are not in earneſt in our faith: 
at the beſt, we think with too little attention on 
this our great concern. While the moſt paultry 
matters of this world, even thoſe pitiful tries, 


I. To look down on all human affairs as matters bac f 
cenſideration. Ke 2 _— 


Chap. 10. A M E E t As. - 
« thoſe childiſh: gewgaws, riches and honours, are 
« tranſacted atk utmoſt earneſtneſs, and molt ſe - 
« rious application, the grand and weighty affair of 
« immortality is poſtponed and diſregarded; nor ever 
« brought into the leaſt competition with our affairs 
„ here. If one of my cloth ſhould begin a diſeourſe 
« of Heaven in the ſcenes of buſineſs. or pleaſure, in 
« the Court of Requeſts, at Garraway's or at White's, 
« would he gain a hearing, unleſs, perhaps, of ſome 
« ſorry jeſter who would defire to ridicule him? would 
© he not preſently acquire the name of the mad par- 
« ſon, and be thought by all men worthy of Bedlam ?” 
« or would he not be treated as the Romans treate& . 
« their Aretalogi “, and conſidered in the hght of # 
« buffoon, But why ſhould I mention thoſe places. 
« of hurry and worldly purſuit ?---What attention do- 
« we engage even in the pulpit ? here, if a ſermon 
be prolonged a little beyond the uſual hour, dothi it 
« not ſet half the audience afleep ? as I queſtion not 
% have by this time both my children, Well then, 
« like a good-natured ſurgeon, who prepares his pa- 
« tient for a painful operation, by endeavouring is 
muchas he can to deaden his ſenſation, I will now- _ 
© communicate. to you, in your ſhambering condition. 
the news. with which I threatened” yon. Your ; = 
| © mother, you are to know, is dead at laſt, and hath 
left her whole fortune to her elder danghter.—Fhis 
“ is all the ill news I have to tell you. Confeſs now, 
if you are awake, did you. not expect it was much 
* worſe ? did not you apprehend that your charming 
“ child was dead? far from it, he is in perfect health; 
and the admiration of every body; what is more, 
* he will be taken care of, with the tenderneſs of a2 
parent, till your return. What pleafure muſt this 
give you! if indeed any thing can add to the hap- 
< pineſs of a married couple who are extremely and 
| © defervedly fond of each other, and, as you write 
me, in perfect health. A ſuperſtitious Heathen 
* would have dreaded the malice of Nemeſis in your 
« fituation; but, as 1 am a Chriſtian, 1 ſhall venture 
* to add another circumſtance to your felicityy by 
* A ſet of rly philoſophers, who diverted great men at 
the table with b. Le dne on virtue. i 
<. alluring 
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i aſſuring you that you have, beſides. your wife 


6 
£6 


E 


44 


me for 


. 


faithful and zealous friend. Do not F 
my dear children, fall into chat. fault which the 
excellent Thucydides obferves is too common in 
human nature, to bear heavily the being deprived 
of the ſmaller good, without conceiving, at the 
ſame time, any gratitude for the much greater ble 


* ſings which we are ſuffered to enjoy. I have only 


farther to tell you, my ſon, that when you call at 


Mr Morand's, Rue Dauphine, you will find your. 


ſelf worth a hundred pounds. Good Heaven! 
how much richer are you than millions of people 
who are in want of nothing! Farewell, and know 


00 Vour ſincere and alte donate friend * 


c \ (Thave, Nada, cries Booth, * how do you lie 
the letter ?” 


Oh! extremely, anſwered ſhe, c "the Door: 18 2 


„ 6 


charming man; I always loved dearly to hear him 
preach. I remember to have heard of Mrs Harris's 
death above a year before I left the country; but 


never knew the particulars of her will before, Ian 


E e ſorry for it, upon my honours, 


© Oh fy! Madam, cries Booth, have you ſo ſoon | 


forgot the chief purport of the Doctor's letter?” 


Ay, ay,' cried ſhe, * theſe are very pretty things 


to read, I acknowledge; but the loſs of fortune is2. 
ſerious matter; and I am ſure a man of Mr Booth? 


underſtanding muſt think ſo.” © One conſideration; 


I muſt own, Madam,” anſwered he, a good deat 


baffled all the Doctor's arguments. This was the 


concern for my little growing family, who muſt one 


day feel the loſs; nor was 1 ſo eaſy upon Amelia 


account as upon my own, thongh. ſhe herſelf put 


on the utmoſt chearfulneſs, and ſtretched her inven- 


tion to the utmoſt to comfort me. But ſure, Ma- 
dam, there is ſomething in the Doctor's letter to 
admire beyond the philoſophy of it; what think you 
of that eaſy, generous, friendly manner, in 8 
he ſent me the hundred pounds? ? 
: Vers noble and OK; indeed, replied the; , bu 


bb .. AMELIA wh 
i eee ee 
hole. | | 


0 H A . . 
In which Mr Booth relates / F return to England. | 


OTHING remark ible, 7 remember, hap- 
pened during o our ſtay at Paris, which we left 
75 after, and came to London. Here we reſted; 
© only two days, and then, taking leave of our fellow - 
« travellers, we ſet out for Wiltſhire, my wife being 
« ſo impatient to ſes the child which ſhe: had left be- 
( hind her, that the child ſhe carried with her was 
Calmoſt killed with the fatigue of the journey. 5 
We arrived at our inn late in the evening. Aale 
(though ſhe had no great reaſon to be pleaſed with 
Vany part of her ſiſter à behaviour, reſolved to behaye 
(to her, as if nothing wrong had ever happened. 
she therefore ſent a kind note to her the moment 
« of our arrival, giving her her option, whether ſhe 
vould come to us at the inn, or whether we ſhould 
that evening wait on her. Fhe ſervant, after. wait= 


ing an hour, brought us an anſwer, excuſing Her 
from coming to us To- god as ſhe was diſordered 


t with a cold, and voy Soy. wife by no means to 


think of vent fatigue of her jqur- 
ney, ſhe . on that account, defer the 
great nts of ſeeing her till the. morning, with 
out taking any more notice of your humble ſervant; 
than if no ſuch perſon had been in the world, tho” 
had very civilly ſent my compliments to ber. Þ 
ſhould not mention this trifle, if it was not to ſhew- 
you the nature of the woman, and that it will ** | 
a kind of key to her future conduct. IL > 
When the ſervant returned, the good Doctor, 
ho had been with us almoſt all the time of his 
' abſence, hurried us away to bis houſe, where we 
* preſently found a ſupper and a bed prepared for us. 
My wife was eagerly deſirous to ſee ber child that 
; night; but the Doctor would not ſuffer it; and ast: 
he was at nurſe at a diſtant part of the town, and 
s G Doctor N her he had: e 
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142 A MELTA 
© health that evening, ſhe ſuffered he glei . 


„ „ „ a @6 


Our imaginations ſuggeſted a hundred agreeable 
i 
© reſemblance to my Amelia, as the did to me. 
We went hence to pay a viſit to Miſs Harri, 
* whoſe reception of us was, I think, truly ridiculous; 


* uſhered into a parlour, where we were ſuffered to 
wait almoſt an hour. At length the lady of the 


1 (Here the wiped her eyes, and then ee 
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© be diſſuademg. 


We ſpent that evening in the moſt agreeable 
manner: for the Doctor's wit and humour, joined 


him the moſt agreeable companion in the world; 
and he was now in the higheſt ſpirits, which he wu 
pleaſed to place to our account. We fat together 
to a very late hour; for ſo excellent is my wifes 
conſtitution, that ſhe declared ſhe was ſcarce ſenſible 
of any fatigue from her late journies.  _ 
Amelia ſlept not a wink all night, and in the 
morning early the Doctor accompanied us to the 
little infant. The tranſports we felt on this occaſion 
< were really inchanting, nor can any but a fond pa- 
© rent conceive, I am certain, the leaſt idea of them, 


K A 


* 


cireumſtances, none of which had, perhaps, any 
foundation. We made words and meaning out of 
every ſound, and in every feature I found out ſome 


But I aſk your pardon for dwelling on ſuch inci- 
* dents; and will proceed to ſcenes which, to molt 
« perſons, wilt be more entertaining. : 


and as you know the lady, I will endeavour to de- 
© ſcribe it particularly. At our firſt arrival we were 


© houſe appeared in deep mourning, with a face, i 
poſſible, more diſmal than her dreſs, in which, 
© however, there was every appearance of art. Her 
features were indeed ſkrewed up to the very heighth 
of grief, With this face, and in the maſt ſolemn 
gait, ſhe approached: Amelia, and coldly ſaluted ber. 
After which, ſhe made me a: very diſtant formal 
* 'courteſy, and we all ſat down. A ſhorthlence nov 
© enſued, which Miſs Harris at length broke, with 
deep ſigh, and ſaid, * Siſter, here is a great alters 
tion in this place ſince you ſaw it laſt; Heaven 

been pleaſed to take my poor mother to ſelf, 


to the higheſt chearfulneſs and good-nature, made Wi ** 


Clap. 11. A ½ E L „„ 


„ hope I know my duty, and have learned a proper 
« reſignation to the Divine will; but ſomething is to 
« be allowed to grief for the belt of mothers ;- for ſo 
« ſhe was to us both: and if at laſt ſhe made any 
« diſtinction, ſhe muſt have had her Teaſons for ſo 


much leſs deſired it.“ The tears now ſtood in poor 
« Amelia's eyes; indeed the had paid too many already 


« {ered with the ſweetneſs of an angel, that ſhe was 
far from blaming her ſiſter's emotions on ſo tender 
an occaſion ; that ſhe heartily joined with her in her 
grief: for that nothing which her mother had done 


© membrance of that tendernefs which ſhe had for- 
© merly ſhewn her. Her ſiſter caught hold of the word 
< efface, and Tung the changes upon it.—* Eface !” 
« cried ſhe, © O Mifs Emily (for you muſt not expect 


« me to repeat names that will be for ever odious) I 


O that that was peſſible; we might then have till 
enjoyed my poor mother for I am convinced ſhe 
never recovered her grief on a certain occaſion. 
Thus ſhe ran on, and after many bitter ſtrokes upon 


gon my marriage with Amelia. I could be filent 


to de- then no longer. I reminded her of the perfect re- 
> were * conciliation between us before my departure, and 
red to the great fondneſs which ſhe expreſſed for me; nor 
of the could I help ſaying, in very plain terms, that if ſhe 
ce, if had ever changed her opinion of me, as I was not 
which, * conſcious of having deſerved ſuch a change by my 
Her * own behaviour, I was well convinced to whoſe good 
johth © offices I owed it, Guilt hath very quick ears to an 
. * accuſation, Miſs Harris immediately anſwered to 
d her, * the charge. She faid, ſuch ſuſpicions were no more 
ormal * than ſhe expected; that they were of a piece with 
6 now every other part of my conduct, and gave her one 
Vith a conſolation, that they ſerved to account for her 
ltera- * filter Emily's unkindneſs, as well to herſelf as to her 
t hath * Poor deceaſed mother, and in ſome meaſure leſſened 
dae guilt of it with regard to her, ſince it was not 
i ea to know how far a woman is in the power of 


„ > 


« doing. I am ſure I can. truly ſay L never wiſhed, . 


for the memory of ſo unnatural a parent. She an- 


« wiſh indeed every thing could be effaced—Effaced! 


her ſiſter, at laſt directly charged her mother's death 


— 


m the latter part of her life, could efface the re- 
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her huſband. My. dear Amelia reddenell at the , 
flection on me; and begged her ſiſter to name 
ſingle inſtance of unkindneſs or diſreſpect, in which 
ſhe had ever offended. ' To this the other anſwers 
(Lam ſure I repeat her words, though I cans 
mimic either the voice or air with which they wer 


> * 


* ſpoken)—* Pray, Miſs Emily, which is to be ce 


, judge? yourſelf. or that gentleman? I remember the 

time when I could have truſted to your judgment i 
% any affair; but you are now no longer miſtreſs of 
4 yourſelf, and are not anſwerable for your action; 
Indeed ĩt is my conſtant prayer, that your actions ma 
not be imputed to you. It was the conſtant prapet 
0 of that bleſſed woman, my dear mother, who is now 
** a ſaint above; a ſaint whoſe name I can never men. 
4 tion without a tear, though I find you can hear it 


« without one. I cannot help obſerving ſome concen, | 


„ on ſo melancholy an occaſion; it feems due to de. 
ee cency; but perhaps (for I always wiſh to excuſe 
* you) you are forbid to cry.“ The idea of being 
bid or forbid to cry, ſtruck ſo ſtrongly on my fancy, 
that indignation only could have prevented me from 
laughing. But my narrative, I am afraid, begins 


to grow tedious. —In ſhort, after hearing, for ne 
an hour, every malicious inſinuation which a fertik 
genius could invent, we took our leave, and ſepa - 
rated, as perſons who. would never willingly meet 


ic again. | | | 1 : a6; 
The next morning after this interview, Aweln 
received a long letter from Mrs Harris; in which 
after many bitter invectives againſt me, ſhe excuſe! 
her mother, alledging that ſhe had been driven to 0 
as ſhe did, in order to prevent Amelia's ruin, it 
her fortune had fallen into my hands. She likewik 
very remotely hinted, that ſhe would be only a trulte 
for her ſiſter's children, and told her, that on one 


as a ſiſter. This was, if ſhe could by any means 
be ſeparated from that man, as ſhe was pleaſed to 
call me, who had cauſed ſo much miſchief in tit 
I was ſo enraged at this uſage, that, had no 
Amelia intervened, I believe I ſhould have _ 


NCR LEA. 8 


condition only, ſhe would conſent to live with her 


Map; 2. M ELI l. 
to a magiſtrate for a ſearch · warrant for that picture, 
«* which there was ſo much reaſon to ſuſpect the had 
ſtolen; and which, Jam convinced, upon a ſearch, 
« we ſhould have found in her poſſeſſion :. 
Nay, it is poſſible enough, cries Miſs Matthews; 
for 1 believe there is no wickedneſs of which the 
« lady is not capable. zz RO Bt 
« '{ his agreeable letter was ſucceeded by another 
of the like uncomfortable kind, which informed me 
that the company in which 1 was, being an addi- 
tional one, raiſed in the beginniag of the war, wits 
| reduced; ſo that I was now'a lieutenant on halt- 
Prayer pay. 1 F LET : TY 5 Ls W ee 
is nox « Whilſt we were meditating on our preſent ſitua- 
er men Wl © tion, the good Doctor came to us. When we rela- 
hear it ted to him the manner in which my ſiſter had treated 
:oncern us, he cried out, Poor ſoul ! I pity her heartily ;* 
: to de. © for this is the ſevereſt reſentment he ever expreſſes; 
excuſe indeed I have vften heard him ſay, that a wicked 
f being WW + ſoul is the greateſt object of compaſſion in the world.“ 
fane, e —4\ ſentiment which we ſhall leave the reader a little 
e from time to digeſt. %CCCCVVV0VGGG0VVÄAAAA ET. © 
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13 In which Mr Booth concludes bis for. 
F-mee  K HE next day the Doctor ſet out for his par- 
Amel 3 ſonage, which was about thirty miles diſtant, . 
ch x whither Amelia and myſelf accompanied him, and 
= where ve ſtayed with him all the time of his reſi - 
470 0 * dence there, being almoſt three months. 


(a The fituation of the pariſh under my govd friend's 
keit care is very pleaſant, It is placed among meadows 
27M * waſhed by a clear trout-ſtream; and flanked on both 
LY * ſides with downs. His houſe indeed would not 
*1 her i much attract the admiration of the virtuoſo. He 
"mean BY duilt it himſelf, and it is remarkable only for its 


plainneſs; with which the furniture fo well agrees, 
aſed to . th i h 2 2 * 2 1 2 3 Ws 1 T3 138 
in the at there is not one thing in it that may not be 


abſolutely neceſſary, except books, and the prints of 
"4 þ Mr Hogarth, whom he calls a moral ſatiriſt. 
Nothing, however, can be imagined more agree- 
„ able than the life that the Doctor leads in this 
. Vor. I. 3 bomely 
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homely houſe, which he calls his earthly paradiſe 
All his parithioners, whom he treats as his children, 
regard him as their common father. Once i 
a week he conſtantly viſits every houſe in the pariſh, 
examines,  commends, and rebukes as he finds oc. 
caſion. This is practiſed likewiſe by his curate in 
his abſence ; and ſo good an effect is produced by 
this their care, that no quarrels ever proceed ke 
to blows or law-ſuits; no beggar is to be found in 
the whole pariſh; nor did I ever; hear a very pro 
fane oath all the time I lived in it. 


But to return from ſo agreeable a digreſſan, to 


my own affairs, that are much leſs worth your at. 
tention. In the nudſ of all the pleaſures I taſted 
in this ſweet place, and in the moſt delightful com- 
pany, the woman and man whom I loved above al 
things, melancholy reflexions concerning my un. 
happy circumſtances would often ſteal into my 
thoughts. My fortune was now reduced to lel 
than forty pounds a-year; I had already two chil 
dren, and my dear Amelia was again with child, 
One day the Doctor found me fitting by myſelf, 
and erployed 1 in melancholy contemplations on this 
ſubject. He told me he kad obſerved me growing 
of late very ſerious; that he knew the occaſion, and 
neither wondered at, nor blamed me. He then 
. aſked me if I had any proſpect of going again into 
the army; if note 15 icheme of life x propog to 
.mylelf. . 

I told him, that as I had no o powerful friends, | 


could have but little expectations in a military wi 


that I was as incapable of thinking of any other 
ſcheme, , as all buſineſs required ſome knowledge or 


experience, and likewiſe money to ſet up. vith; a 


all which I was deſtitute, 

£« You muſt know then, Child, 5 "Bia: ths Dodo; 
that 1 have been thinking on this: ſubje& as well as 
you: for [ can think, I promiſe You, with a pleas 


ſant countenance.” Theſe were his. words. 


to the army, perhaps means might be found of get- 
ting you another commiſſion ; but my daughts 
ſeems to have a violent objection to it; and to be 
n 1 farcy you . will find no — W 
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Chap. 12. 


« you amends for your abſence from her. And for 


« my part, ſaid- he, © 1 never think thoſe men wile 
« who for any worldly intereſt, forego the greateſt 
T happineſs of their lives. If I miſtake not, n Be, 


« a country life, where you could be always together, | 


« would make you both much happier people.” . 
J anſwered, that of All things I preferred it 
0 molt ; and I believed Amelia was of the fame. 
6 opinion, £ > 
The Dates: os a little begins, epd to 
me to turn farmer, and offered to let me his parſon- 
age, which was then become vacant. He ſaid, it 
vas a farm which required but little ſtock, and that 
little ſhould not be wanting. | 
I embraced this offer very e and with 


© great thankfulneſs, and immediately repaired ito 
© Amelia to communicate it to her, and to know her 


© ſentiments, © 4 $ 


Amelia received the news mk the higheſt tran- 85 


ſports of joy; ſhe ſaid, that her greateſt fear had al- 
ways been of my entering again into the army. She 
© was fo kind as to ſay, that all ſtations of life were 
© equal to her, unleſs as one afforded her more of my 

company than another. And as to our children,“ 


fad ſhe, let us breed them up to an humble for- 


tune; and they will be contented with it: for none, 


added my angel, .* deſerves happineſs, or indeed, 
* are capable of it, who make any ten tation : 


a neceflary ingredient.” | 
_ © Thus, Madam, you ſee me degraded ben my 


former rank in life; no longer Captain Booth, bur 
Farmer Booth at your ſervice. 


During my firlt year” 8 continuance in this new 


ſcene of life, nothing, I think, remarkable hap- 

* pened; the hiſtory of one day would, indeed, be the 
hltory of the whole year,” 

Well, pray then,“ ſaid Miſs Wache 0 let 

' us hear the hiſtory of that day; I have-a ſtrange 

eurioſity to know how you could kill your time; 


end do, if poſlible, find out the very belt day you | 


can.“ 
* If you command me, Mailans: Anſrrcted Booth, 


you muſt TOUR be accountable for the dulneſs of 
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1 Book, 


the narrative. Navy, I believe, you have 1 impoſed a a 

very difficult taſk on me; for the is Appl. 
© neſs is incapable of deſcription. r „ ER 

oe then, Madam; RES 
© O the moment you. waked, vadoadrlly' fi 
Mars Matthews. 

* Uſually,* faid ks between . and fü. 715 

* I will have no uſually,” | cried Miſs. 2 

« you are confined to a day, and it is to 1 The bel 
| « and happieſt in the. Jen > - 

. © Nay, Madam,” cries Booth, then] mailh telly You 
& the; day in which Amelia was brought to bed, after 
2 painful and dangerous labour; Top that. 1 think 
was the happieſt day of wy ies” 

II 'proteſt,* ſaid ſhe, yon are beau” 7" 
c Booth indeed. What a happineſs have- you paint- 
ed to my imagination you put me in mind of 2 
* newſpaper, where my Lady Such- a- one is delivered 
of a fon, to the great Joy. of ſome e th 
"Canis: 

Why hed. Ido 5 you, Miss Matthews,” cries. 
Booth, I fcarce know a circumſtance that diſtin- 
guiſhed one day from another, The whole was one 
continued ſeries of love, health, and e 
Our lives reſembled a calm ſea. 
Ihe dulleſt of all ideas, eries the lady. « 655 

I know,” faid he, it muſt appear dull in gele- 
tion: for who can deſcribe. the pleaſures. which the 
morning air gives to one in perfect health; the flow 
of ſpirits which ſprings up from exerciſe ; the de- 
lights which parents feel from the prattle, and in- 
nocent follies of their children; the joy with Which 
the tender {ſmile of a wife inſpires: a huſband; or, 
laſtly, the chearful, ſolid comfort which à fond 
couple enjoy in each other's converſation!—Alltheſe 
pleaſures, and every other of which our ſituation 
was capable, we taſted in the higheſt degree. Our 
happineſs: was, perhaps, too great; for Fortune 
ſeemed to grow envious of it, and interpoſed one of 
the moſt cruel accidents that could have befallen a 
0 by robbing us of our dear friend the Doctor 

0 1 am 1920 ry for it, ſaid W MA WS. He was 
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indeed a valuable man, and I never heard of his 
e Fo i 1 5 , N 33 1 25 . 


c death before.? 3 + bp t 
Long may it be before any one hears of it,” cries 
Booth. He is, indeed, dead to us; but will, 1 
« hope, enjoy many happy years of life. You know, 
Madam, the obligations he had to his patron the 


„Earl: indeed, it was impoſſible to be once in his 


company without hearing of them: I am ſure yon 
vill neither wonder that he was choſen to at- 
« tend the young Lord in his travels as his tutor, nor 

that the good man, however diſagreeable it might 

© be (as in fact it was) to his inclination, ſhould 
comply with the 
8 patron. BE 


companion in the world, but of the beſt counſellor; 
a loſs of which I have ſince felt the bitter conſe- 
quence ; for no greater advantage, I am convinced, 
can arrive to a young man who hath any degree 
of underſtanding, than an intimate converſe with 
one of riper years, who is not only able to adviſe, 
but who knows the manner of adviſing. By this 
means alone, youth can enjoy the benefit of the 


ſuch experience will be of more ſervice to a man, 


. = — * — — — * * * * * 2 


of himſelf, * : 44 
From want of my ſage counſellor, 1 now fell 
into many errors. The firſt of theſe was in enlarging 
my buſineſs, by adding a farm of one hundred a- 
year to the parſonage; in renting which I had alſo 
as bad a bargain as the Doctor had before given me 
a good one. The conſequence of which was, that. 
whereas at the end of the firſt year, I was wortlt 
upwards of fourſcore pounds; at the end of the 
ſecond, I was near half that ſum worſe (as the phraſe 
is) than nothing! :: 425 ab Som BDs * 
A ſecond folly I was guilty of, in uniting families 
with the curate of the pariſh, who had juſt married, 

as my wife and I thought, a very good ſort of a wo- 
man. We had not, however, lived one month to- 
gether, before I plainly perceived this good ſort of 
woman had takem a great prejudice againſt my —_ 
pa O a” 1 1 
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« By this means I was bereft not only of the beſt 


experience of age, and that at a time of life when 


than when he hath lived long enough to acquire it 
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ia; for which, if I had not known ſomething. of 


© it to have been a childiſh vanity. As-, had an op- 
„ portunity, therefore, of buying an old coach and 
harneſs very cheap, (indeed they coſt me but twelve 
pounds), and as I conſidered the ſame. horſes Which 
8. drew my Waggons, would hkewiſe draw-my: coach, 
I reſolved on indulging myſelf in the purchaſe. 
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* the human paſſions, and that high place which ehry 
© holds among them, 1 {ſhould not have: been able to 
account: ſor ſo far was my angel from having given 
her any cauſe of diſlike, that ſhe had treated her 


not only with civilty, but kindneſs. _- 


oP 
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© Beſides: ſuperiority in | beauty, which, 1 believe, 
was another cauſe of this envy,. which I am almoſt 
* aſhamed to mention, as it may well be called my 
N 8 folly. You are to know then, Madam, chat 
« from a boy I had been always: fond. of. driving a 
coach, in which I valued myſelf on having. ſome 
ſkill. This, perhaps, was an innocent, but I allow 


The conſequence of ſetting up this poor old coach 
© is inconceivable. Before this, as my wife and my- 
ſelf had very little diſtinguiſhed ourſelves from the 
other farmers and their wives, either in our dreſs, 
or our way of living, they treated us as their equals; 
but now they began to conſider us as elevating qur- 
ſelves into a ſtate of ſuperiority, and immediately 
5 began to envy, hate, and declare war againſt us. 
The neighbouring little ſquires too, were uneaſy to 
* ſee a poor renter become their equal in a matter in 
* which they placed ſo much dignity; and not doubt: 
ing but it aroſe in me from the ſame oftentation, Wil 
* they began to hate me likewiſe, and to turn my Wl 
* equipage into ridicule; aſſerting that my horſes, Wl 
which were as well matched as any in the kingdom, 
vVvere of different colours and fizes; with much more 
of that kind of wit, the only bafis of which is lying. 

But what will appear moſt ſurpriſing to you, Ma- 
© dam, was, that the curate's wife, who, being lame, 
5 had more uſe of the coach than my Amelia, (indeed; 
© ſhe ſeldom went to church in any other manner) 
< was\ one of my bittereſt enemies on the occabon. 

„Wh ch. all 
* „ 
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« the ſweetneſs of my poor girl. could not ſometimes 
avoid, ſhe was ſure to introduce with a. malicious 
« ſneer, © Though my huſband doth not keep a c,⁰ * 
| „Madam.“ Nay, ſhe: took this opgertunity te up- 
d ber WM © braid my wife with tlie loſs of her fortune, al- 
WH idging,. That: ſome folks might have as good pre- 
eve, WM tenſions- to a coach as-other folks, and a better too; 
there as they brought a. better fortune to their huſbands: 
moſt WH © but that all people had not the art of making brick: 

ar © without ſtra m.. ᷑ x . 

„ that Jou wilk wonder; perhaps, Madam, bow I can: 
ing 2 remember ſuch ſtuff, Whieh, indeed, was a long. 
ſome time only matter of amuſement to both Amelia and 
allow WH myſelf; but we, at laſt, experienced the miſchievous 
m op- nature of envy, and that it tends rather to produce 
+ tragical than comical events. My neighbours now 


welve: began to confpire- againſt. me. They nick- named 
Which Wl © me, in deriſion, the Squire Farmer. Whatever E 
ach, © bought, I was ſure to buy dearer; and when I ſold, 
ſe. I was obliged to ſell cheaper than any other. In 
coach Wi fact, they were all. united; and while they every day 
d m/ Wl © committed. treſpaſſes on my lands with impunity, i 

m the any of my cattle: eſcaped into their fields, I was- 
dreſs, either forced to enter. into a law-fuit, or to make 
quals; Wl © amends fourfold for the damage ſuſtained; | 

g Our- © The conſequences: of all this could: be no other 
diately WF chan that ruin which: enſued;. Without tiring, you 
alt us. Wl vith particulars, before the end of four years, I 
aly to became involved in debt near three hundred pounds 
tter in more than the value of all my effects. My landlord 
doubt: ſeized my ſtock for rent; and to avoid immediate 
tation, i confinement in priſon, I was forced to leave the 
rn m country, with all that I hold dear in the world, my 
hories, wife, and my poor little family. e 
gdom, * In this condition, I arrived in town five or ſix 
b more Bi” days ago, I had juſt taken a lodging in the verge 
hing. of the court, and had writ my dear Amelia word, 


u, Ma- where ſhe might find me, when ſhe had fettled her 

lame, affairs in the beſt manner ſhe could. That very even- 

indeed; ing, as 1 was returning home from a coffeehouſe, 
an a fray happening in the ftreet, I endeavoured to 

cabon. WW ali the injured party, when I was ſeized by the 

: Fatch, and after being confined all night in the 

5 0 1 roundhouſe, 


2352 AME IL. I A. Bock m. 
«.roundhouſe, was conveyed in the morning before a 


1 juſtice of peace, who committed me hither; where! 

5 © thould probably have ſtarved, had I not, from your 
1 hands, found a moſt unaccountable preſervation,” 
ue. And here, give me leave to affure. you, my dea 
HER « Miſs Matthews, that whatever advantage 1 may {Ml 
170 have reaped from your misfortune, I fincerely l. 
PL ment it; nor would I have purchaſed any relief t 
Ft: 4 * myſelf at the price of ſeeing you: in this dreadful 
44 place. 
"PF ' He ſpake theſe laſt words with great Sendernen for 

iA 5 was a man of conſummate good-nature, and had 
wy formerly had much affection for this young lady; 
* indeed, more than the generality of people are ca- 
5 pable of Ne for any 1 whatſoever. 
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Containing very myſterious matter. > 


188 Matthews did not in the leaſt fall ſhort o 


Mr Booth in expreſſions of tenderneſs, Her 
eyes, the moſt eloquent arators, on ſuch occaſions, ex- 
erted their utmoſt foree; and, at the canclufion of his: 
ſpeech, ſhe caſt a look as languiſhing ly ſweet, as ever- 
Cleopatra gave te Anthony. In real fact, this Mr 
Booth had been her firſt love, and had made ſome- 
impreſſions on her young heart, which the learned in: 


this branch of, pape affirm, and. perhaps trug | 


are never to be eradicated... 

When Booth had fini{tied his * af ng ed 
of ſome minutes; an interval Which the painter would: 
deſcribe much beiden than the writer. Some readers. 
may however be able to make pretty pertinent con- 
jectures, by what I have ſaid. above, eſpecially. when. 
they are told that: ig. Matthews bi oke the ſilence by: 
2 ſigh, and cried, Why. is Mr Booth unwilling to. 
allow me the happineſs of thinking my misfortunes: 
© have been of ſome little advantage te him? ſare the: 
© happy. Amelia wauld not be ſo ſelffſh to enry me: 
that pleaſure. No; not if the. was ſo much. the 
fondeſt as ſhe is the happieſt of women.. *: Good: 

Heavens! Madam, faid he, do you call my poor 
Amelia the liapꝑieſt of women ?? Indeed I da, an- 


ſwered ſhe briſkly, O Mr Booth, there i is. a ſpeck: 
of white in her fortune, which when it falls to the 


© bot of. 4. ln e ber full amends $A 


5 
0 

25 
1 
* 75 

4 * 

5 3 #0 
5 A 


"A a7 
75 Y 
; * * 
1 * 
14 : 
: Ml 
* 
7 * 
” f x. 
* 
1 61 
* 4 f 
Ty 
1 
& 
oo 
4 1 
9 
p 8 
kgs 
. 
— 4 
1 
4s N 
77 i al 
18 
EE 18 
=o 15 
ol 
# 


54 A NM E L I . 
© all the croſſes which can attend her. — Perhaps fir rack. 
may not be ſenſible of it; but if it had been niy bleſt man- 
fate O Mr Booth, could I have thought when we duo! 


< were firſt acquainted, that the moſt agreeable man 1. 

in the world had been capable of making the king, dt hi 

the tender, the affectionate huſband ! —the happy othe! 

Amelia in thoſe days was unknown; Heaven had nd 

not then given her a proſpect of the happineſs it in- Matt 

- © tended her—but yet it did intend -it her; for ſure ha 

© there is a fatality in the affairs of love; and the fg 

more ] reflect on my own life, the more I am con- ** 

vinced of it. O Heavens! how a thoufand little Wl d 

* circumſtances crowd into. my mind. When you firſt ; Wy 

© marched into our town. you had then the colours . _ 

* in your hand; as you paſſed under the window where Wl 2 

I ſtood, my glove by accident dropped into che ſtreet; E. 

© you ſtoopt, took up my glove, and putting it upon , 

© the ſpike belonging to your colours, liffed it up to * 

* the window. Upon this, à young lady, who ſtood . 
by, ſaid, So, Mils, the young officer hath accepted 

_ « your challenge.“ I bluſhed then, and I bluſh now, Wl. N 

© when I confeſs to you, I thought you the prettielt 15 

Foung fellow I had ever ſeen; and, upon my ſoul, 2 

Il believe you was then the prettieſt fellow in the 15 

world. Booth here made a low bow, and eried- Ml. - 

O dear Madam, how Agnorant was 1 of my own i 

* happineſs!' Would you really have thought ſo? ; 

anſwered ſhe : * however, there is ſome politeneſs, if 
© there be no ſincerity in what you ſay. Here the 1 


governor of the enchanted caſtle interrupted them, 
and entering the room without any ceremony, ac- 
* quainted the lady and gentleman, that it was locking - 
| up time; and addreſſiag Booth, by the name of cap- 
_ tain, aſked him if he would not pleaſe to have a bed; 
adding, that he might have one in the next room 
to the lady, but that it would come dear; for that 
he never let a bed in that room under a guinea, nor 


could he afford it cheaper to his fathner. 
No anſwer was made to this propoſal; but Mif | 
Matthews, who had already learned ſome of the Ways 
* of the houſe, faid, the believed Mr Booth would Ike 
to drink a glaſs of ſomething; upon which the g- 
vernor immediately trumpeted forth the praiſes is 
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chap. !r . f SL T 4&4 mn 
rack-punch, and, without ne any further com- 
mands, preſently, produced a large. bowl of that li- 

F. I d TE Yo, JT 
he governor, having recommended the ; goodneſs 
of his punch hy a hearty draught, began to revive the 
other matter, ſaying, that he was juſt going to bed, 
and muſt firſt lock up. But ſuppoſe, faid Mis 
Matthews, with a ſmile, the Captain and I ſhould _ 
© have a mind to fit up all night,/— With all my 
« heart,” ſaid the governor ; but I expect a conſidera - 
tion for thoſe matters. For my parc, I don't en- 
« quire into what doth not concern me; but ſingle 
© and double are two things, If I lock up double, 
J expect half a guinea; and I'm ſure the Captain 
« cannot think that's out of the way—lIt is but the 
price of a bagnio.” V 9 

Miſs Matthews's face became of the colour of ſcar- 
et at theſe words However, ſhe muſtered up her ſpi- 
fits, and turhing to Booth, ſaid, What ſay you, Cap- 6 
tain? for my own part, I had never leſs inclination 1 
' to ſleep; which hath the greater charms for you, MW 
' the punch or the pillow ?? © I hope, Madam,” an- 1M 
ſrered Booth, you have a better opinion of me, 1 
than to doubt my preferring Miſs Matthews's con- [WM 
verſation to either.” *.I aſſure you,' rephed ſhe, * it - 1 
' s no compliment to you, to ſay I prefer yours to = 
* ſleep at h! oo i SY 1 bi 

The governor then, having received his fee, de- +4 
parted ; and turning- the key, left the gentleman and i, | 
lady to them ne 

In imitation of him, we will lock up likewiſe a 
ſcene which we do not think proper to expoſe to the 
eyes of the public, If any over- curious readers ſhould 
be diſappointed on this occaſion, we will recommend 
ſuch readers to the apologies with which certain gay 
ladies have lately been pleaſed to oblige the world, 
where they will poſſibly find every thing recorded 
wat paſſed at this intervall. 
But though we decline painting the ſcene, it is not 
dur intention to conceal from the world the frailty of 
Mr Booth, or of his fair partner, who certainly paſſed _ 
mat evening in a manner incor ſiſtent with the ſtrict 
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'To ſay the truth, we are much more wad A 
the behaviour of the gentleman, than-of the lady 
not only for his ſake. but for the ſake of the beſt wa. 
man in the world, whom we ſhould be ſorry” to conſder 
as yoked to a man of no worth nor horour, | 
We defire therefore the good-natured and candid 
a ill be pleaſed to weigh attentively the ſeveril 
unlucky circumſtances which concurred ſo critically, 
that fortune ſeemed to have uſed her utmoſt endea- 

vours to enſnare poor Booth's conſtancy. Let the rea. 
der ſet before his eyes a fine young woman, in a man 
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\ ner a firſt love, conferring obligations, and ufingevery b 

1 art to ſoften, to allure, to win, and to inflame; 9 ! ak c 

4 _.conſider the time and place; let him remember that Wl - 

| 3 Mr Booth was a young fellow. in the higheſt vigout Will * 
\ "4 I of life; and laſtly, let him add one ſingle circum. Wl 
1" 3Y ſhane.” that the parties were alone together: and then c 
N 3 1 : if he will not acquit the defendant; he muſt be con: 
4 38 victed; for I have 1 more to wy be a Js de 
1% fence” : ; 
| 'Y 0 H 1 8 11 |; 
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The latter part of which Wwe expect "ll ple our reade 
better than the former. 


W HOLE week did dur dy a N liv 

in this criminal converſation, in which the hap 

pineſs of the former was much more perfect than that 

of the latter: for though the charms of Miſs Mat 

thews, and her exceſſive endearments, fomerimes lub 

led every thought in the ſweet lethargy of pleaſure; 

yet in the intervals of his fits, his virtue 3 and 

rouſed him, and brought the image of poor in jured 

Amelia; to haunt and torment him. In fad; if we 

regard this world only, it is the intereſt of every mat 

to be either perfectly good, or completely Bad. Be 

had better deſtroy his conſcience, than'gently wound 

it. The many bitter refleQivns which every bad adio 

coſts a mind in which there are any remains bf good- 

. neſs, are not to be compenſated by the higheſt nt 
fares which ſuch an action can. produce. 

So it happened to Mr Booth. Repetitaiice nere 

Failed to follow his tranſgrettions and EY 1 perv 


pentance however returned ſtill heavier and heavier, 
till at laſt it Aung him into a melancholy, which Mitz 


tically, WH blatthews plainly perceived, and at which ſhe could 

endea · ¶ not avoid expreſſing ſome reſentment in obſcure hints, 

he rea and ironical compliments on Amelia's ſuperiority to 

a mn. her whole ſex, who could not cloy a gay young fellow 5 
Fever) by many years poſſeſſion. She would then repeat the : 
let him compliments which others had made to her own beauty | 
er that and could not forbear once crying out: Upon my N 
vigout WM © ſoul! my dear Billy, I believe the chief diſadvan- 

arcun- Wi © tage on my fide, is in my ſuperior fondneſs; for 

ad then WM love, in the minds of men, hath one quality at 

be con Wi leaſt of a fever, which is to prefer coldneſs in the 


object. Confeſs, dear Will, is there not fomething 
vaſtly refreſhing in the cool air of a prude. Booth 
fetched a deep ſigh, and begged her never more to 
mention Amelia's name. O Will,” cries ſhe, did 
that requeſt proceed from the motive I could wiſh, 
* I ſhould be the happieſt of womankind.-------You 
© would not ſure, Madam, ſaid Booth, * defire a fa- 
* crifice, which I muſt be a villain to make to any. 
* Defire !' anſwered ſhe, are there any bounds to the 
* deſires of love! have not I been ſacrificed ! hath not 


his d 
8 
* 


s Mat my firſt love been torn from my bleeding heart? 
nes lub claim a prior right.---As for. b can make 
eaſure; . them too; and would ſacrifice the whole world at 
ed and BY the leaſt call of my love.” | - 
injure Here ſhe delivered a letter to Booth, which ſhe had 
it We 

0 


received within an hour, the contents of wliich were 


ry mat theſe : 

wound © Deareſt Madam, „ 
2 BH T HOSE only who truly know what love is, can 
good. have any conception of the horrors I- felt at 
& pw * hearing of your confinement at tny arrival in town, 


( P 9 . . « g 
: which was this morning. I immediately ſent my 
per to enquire into the particulars, who brought 

me the agreeable news that the man whoſe heart's 


; blood 
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blood ought not to be valued at the rate of a ſingle 
hair of yours, is entirely out of all danger, and 
that you might be admitted to bail. 1 preſently 
ordered him to go with rwo of my tradeſmen, who 
are to be bound in any ſum for your appearance, if 
he ſhould be mean enough to proſecute you, Tho 
you may expect my attorney with you ſoan, 1 would 
Bhs not delay ſending this, as I hope the news will be 
* agreeable to you. My chariot will attend at the 
ſame time to carry you where-ever you pleaſe, You 
may eaſily gueſs what a violence I have done to my- 
ſelf in not waiting on you in perſon ; but I, who 
know your delicacy, feared it might offend, and 
that you might think me ungenerous enough to 
hope from your diſtreſſes an happineſs, which I am 
reſolved to owe to your free gift alone, when your 
good - nature ſhall induce you to beſtow on me what 
no man living can merit. I] beg you will pardon 
all the contents of this haſty letter, and dome the 
honour of believing me, 3535 


Deareſt Madam, 1 
« Your moſt paſſionate admirer, | 

and moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
1 | DAMON. 
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Booth thought he had ſomewhere before ſeen the 
ſame hand; but in his preſent hurry-of ſpirits could 
not recollect whoſe-it was; not did the lady give him 
any time for reflection: for he had ſcarce read che let. 
ter when ſhe produced a little bit of paper, and cried 

out, Here, Sir, here are the contents which he 
fears will offend me.” She then put a bank bill of 
a hundred pound into Mr Booth's hands, and aſked 
him, with a ſmile, if he did not think ſhe had reaſon 
to be offended with ſo much infolence?  _ 
Before Booth could return any anſwer, the gover- 
nor arrived, and introduced Mr Rogers the attorney, 
ho acquainted the lady, that he had brought her 
diſcharge from her confinement, and that à chart 
awaited at the door to attend her whete-ever lhe 
pleaſed. 1 | 1 OR 
She received the diſcharge from Mr Boge 
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ſaid ſhe was very much obliged to the gentleman W 
employed him, but that ſhe would not make uſe of the 


chariot, as ſhe had no notion of leaving that wretch- þ 
ed place in a triumphant manner : in which reſolution, | 
when the attorney found her obſtinate, he withdrew, | 
as did the governor with many bows, and as many | 


ladyſhips. 1 3 
They were no ſooner gone, than Booth aſked the? 
lady, why ſhe would refuſe the chariot of a gentle- 
man who had behaved with ſuch exceſſive reſpect. She 
looked earneſtly upon him, and cried, * How unkind = 
is that queſtion ! do you imagine I would go and Mi 
leave you in ſuch a ſituation ? thou knoweit but lit: 
« tle of Caliſta, Why, do you think I could ace _ 
« this hundred pound from a man I diſlike, unleſs if, 
vas to be ſerviceable to the man I love? I inſiſt on 
your taking it as your own, and uſing whatever yow "i 
want of it.“ | | . TS 
| Booth proteſted in the ſolemneſt manner, that he. 
would not touch a ſhilling of it, ſaying, he had already 
received too many obligations at her hands, and more 
than ever he ſhould be able, he feared, to repay. How 
* unkind,” anſwered ſhe, © is every word you ſay > 
* why will you mention obligations? love never con- 
fers any, It doth every thing for its own ſake. Lan 
not, therefore, obliged to the man whoſe paſſion 
makes him generous :. for I feel how inconſiderable 
the whole world would appear to me, if 1 could 
throw it after my heart.” | ; 
Much more of this kind” paſſed; ſhe ſtill preſſing the 
bank-note upon him, and he as abſolutely. refuſing; 
til Booth left the lady. to dreſs herſelf, and went to 
walk in the area of the priſon, e 
Miſs Matthews now applied to the governor to know 
by what means ſlie might procure the Captain his li- 
berty. The governor anſwered, As he cannot get, 
: bail, it will be a difficult matter; and money to be. 
a ſure there muſt be: for people,. no doubt, expect to- 
; touch on theſe occaſions. When priſoners have not. 
; wherewithal as the law requires to entitle themſelves 
k to juſtice, why they muſt be: beholden to othen 
: people, to give them their liberty; and people wilt m 
Dot. to be ſure. ſuffer others to be beholden to ther 


N 


n i I. 

5 TY x * $ Dk zany - - _ n > 
<3 e des > 6 
T = 9 

N : 


160 - AM EE % TA a Bock lx. 
for nothing, whereof there is good reaſon: for how 
\ © ſhould we all live, if it was not for theſe things 
Well, well,” faid ſhe, © and how much will it eoft 
How much! anſwered he,---< How much! why, 
let me ſee.'----Here he heſitated ſome time, and then 
anſwered, © that for five guineas he would undertake 
to procure the Captain his diſcharge,” That being 
the ſum which he computed to remain in the hady's 
pocket; for as to the gentleman's, he had long been 
acquainted with the emptineſs of it. 
Miſs Matthews, to whom money was as dirt, (in- 
deed ſhe may be thought not to have known the wa. 
lue of it), delivered him the bank- bill, and bid him 
get it changed : for if the whole,” ſays ſhe, will pro- 
cure him his liberty, he ſhall have it this evening. 
The whole, Madam!“ anſwered the governor, as 
_ ſoon as he had recovered his breath: for it almoſt 
forſook him at the fight of the black word hundred; 
No, no,—There might be people indeed—buyl am 
not one of thoſe, A hundred! no, nor nothing | 
like it.—As for myſelf, as I ſaid, I will be content 
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with five guineas, and 1 am ſure that's little enough. Wl : 
What other people will expect, I cannot exactly fay, 
To be ſure his Worſhip's clerk will expect to touch 


pretty handſomely; as for his Worſhip himſelf, he 
never touches any thing, that is, not to. ſpeak of; | 
but then the conſtable will expect ſomething, and 
the watchmen muſt have ſomething, and the lau-. 
yers on both ſides they muſt have their fees for 
finiſhing.” * Well,” ſaid ſhe, I leave all to you, 
If it coſts me twenty pound I will have him dif- 
charged this afternoon. —But you mult give his diſ. 
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charge into my hands, without letting the C 
* know any thing of the matte... 
The governor promiſed to obey her commands in 
every particular; nay, he was fo very. induſtrious, - 
that though dinner was juſt then coming upon the 
table, at her earneſt requeſt, he ſet out immediately 
on the purpoſe, and went, as he ſaid, in purſuit of 
the lawyer. 
All the other ccmpany aſſembled at table as uſual, 
SS: where poor Booth was the only perſon out of ſpirits. 
SR” This was imputed by all prefent to a wrong OY l 
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ay, Miſs Matthews herſelf either could not, or would“ 

not, ſuſpect that there was any thing deeper than the 

deſpair of being ſpeedily diſcharged, that lay heavy: 

on his ming CC 3 
However, the mirth of the reſt; and a-pretty liberal! 

quantity of punch, which -he ſwallowed after dinner 

(for Miſs Matthews had ordered a very large bowl ag 

her own expence, to entertain the good company at” 

her farewell) ſo far exhilirated his ſpirits, that, When 

the young lady and he retired to their: tea, he had all 

the marks of: gaiety in his countenance, and his eyes 

ſparkled with good humour. oY 

The gentleman and lady had ſpent about two hours 

in tea and converſation, when the governor returned; 

and privately: delivered to the lady the diſcharge for ll 

her friend, and the ſum of eighty-two pounds five ſhils 

lings; the reſt having been, he ſaid, diſburſed in the | 

Wines, of which he was ready at any time. to render 

n an exact account. CVVT 

thing | Miſs Matthews being again alone with Mr Booth; . 

Intent i fie put the diſcharge into his hands, deſiring him to 

"” alk her no queſtions; and adding. I think, Sir, we 

Y 1ay, * have neither of us now any thing more to do at this 

touch place. She then ſummoned the governor; . and or- 

if, he dered a bill of that day's expence, for long ſcores were.” 

K of; not uſual there; and at the.ſame time ordered a hack- 

and ney- coach, without having yet determined whither the * 
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ku. would go; but fully determined ſhie was, wherever ſle 
s for i went, to take Mr Booth with herr 
7 The governor was now approaching with'a16ng roll 
1 dife of paper, when a faint voice was heard to cry out 


haſtily, Where is he? - and preſently:a female ſpe&re, 
al pale and breathleſs, ruſhed into the room, and fell 
mto Mr-Booth's 

away, | 5 
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dad out of ae followed her into the as 101 
was the only uſeful perſon preſent on this occaſion; gre 
ſhe immediately called for water, and ran to the lady's £ 
aſſiſtance, fell to looſening her ſtays, and performed 
all the offices proper at ſuch a Hm ch ; which had ſo Wl © 
good an effect, that Amelia ſoon recovered the dif. Wl ©: 
order which the violent agitation of her ſpirits had 'E 
cauſed, and found herſelf alive and awake in fra: bal. 6. 
band's arms. | 
Some tender tabelſes) and a loft whiſper o or ted paſ: 
| ſed privately between Booth and his lady; nor was it 
without great difficulty, that poor Amelia put ſome 
reſtraint on her fondneſs, in a place ſo improper for a 
tender interview. She now caſt her eyes round the 
room, and fixing them on Miſs Matthews, who ſtood 
like a ſtatue, ſhe ſoon recollected her, and addreſſing 
her by her name, ſaid, Sure, Madam, I cannot be 
© miſtaken in thoſe features; though meeting you here 

* might almoſt make me ſuſpect my memory.“ 

- . Miſs Matthews's face was now all eovered with 
ſcartet. The reader may eaſily believe ſhe was on no 
account pleaſed with Amelia's preſence ;. indeed; ſhe 
expected from her ſome of thoſe inſults, of which vir 


tuous women are generally ſo liberal to a frail ſiſter; 
but ſhe was miſtaken, Ameha was not one, 


Who thought the nation neꝰ er could thrive, 
Fe Till all the whores were burnt alive,” 


| Her virtue could ſupport itſelf with its own ais 
worth, without borrowing any aſſiſtance from the vices 

of other women; and ſhe confidered their natural in · 
firmities as the object of Pity, not of ane or 
abhorrence. 

When Amelia therefore pn this: vihle con- 
fuſion in Miſs Matthews, ſhe preſently called to re- 
membrance ſome tories which ſhe had imperfedly 

| heard; for as ſhe was not naturally attentive to ſcan- 
dal, and had kept very little company fince her return 
to England, ſhe was far from being à miſtreſs. of the 
lady's whole hiſtory. However, ſhe had heard enough 


to impute her confuſio ion to the right cauſe; ſho ad- 
| vanced to * and told her ſhe Was extreme F for 
„ OL nN 
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to meet her in ſuch a place, but hoped that no verx 


reat misfortune was the occaſion of it. 


Miſs Matthews began, by degrees, to recover her 
ſpirits. She anſwered, with a reſerved air, I am much 
© obliged to you, Madam, for your concern; we are 
all liable to misfortunes in this world. Indeed, L 
« know not why I ſhould be much aſhamed of being 


© in any place where I am in ſuch good company? 


| Here Booth interpoſed. He had before acquainted 
Amelia in a whiſper, that his confinement was at an 
end. The unfortunate accident, my dear, ſaid he, 
© which: brought this young lady to this melancholy 
place, is entirely determined; and ſhe is now as ab- 
ſolutely at her liberty as myſelf.” 


Amelia, imputing the extreme coldneſs and reſerve: 


of the lady to the cauſe already mentioned, advanced 
ſtill more and more in proportion as: ſhe drew back: 
till the governor, who had withdrawn ſome time,.re- 


turned, and acquainted Miſs Matthews that her coach 
was at the door; upon which the company ſoon: ſe- 


parated. Amelia and Booth went together in Amelia's. 
coach, and poor Miſs Matthews was, obliged' to retire 
alone, after having ſatisfied the demands of the gover- 
nor, which in ene day only had amounted to a pretty 


| conſiderable ſam-: for he with great dexterity pro» 


portioned the bills to the abilities of his gueſts. . 


lt may ſeem perhaps wonderful to. ſome readers, Y 


that Miſs Matthews ſhould have maintained that cold 


reſerve towards Amelia; ſo as barely to keep within 


the rules of civility, inſtead of embracing an oppor- 
tunity which ſeemed to offer, of gaining ſome degree 


of intimacy with a wife, whoſe huſband the was io 


fond of: but befides that her ſpirits were entirely 


diſconcerted by ſo ſudden and unexpected a difap- 


pointment, and . beſides the extreme horrors which 
ſhe conceived at the preſence of her rival, there is, 


| believe, ſomething ſo outrageouſly ſuſpicions in the 


nature of all vice, eſpecially when joined with. any 
great degree of pride, that the eyes of thoſe whom 
ve imagine privy to our failings, are intolerable to 


us, and we are apt to aggravate their opinions to our 1 | 


diladvantage far beyond the reality, -* _ 
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N * obſervations of the aalen ot at 
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HERE i TH nothing more difficult 1 to 9 

down any fixed and certain rules for happineſs 
or indeed to judge with any preciſion of the happinek 
of others, from the knowledge of external circum. 
ſtances. There is ſometimes a little ſpeck of black in 
the brighteſt and gayeſt colours of fortune, which con- 
taminates and deadens the Whole? On the contrary, 
When all without looks dark and diſmal, there is oſten 

a ſecret ray of light within the mind, which turns 
every thing to real joy and gladneſs. 

F have in the courſe of my life ſeen many occaſions 
to make this obſervation;;- and Mr Booth was at pre- 
ſent a very pregnant inſtance of its truth. He was 
juſt delivered fi bs priſon, / and in the poſſeſſion of 
bis beloved wife and children; and (which might be 
imagined greatly to augment his joy) Fortune had 
done all this for him within an hour, without giving 
him the leaſt warning or reaſonable expectation of 
this ſtrange reverſe in his circumſtances ; and yet it is 
certain, that there were very few men in the world, 
more ſeriouſly miſerable than he was at this inſtant. 
A deep melancholy ſeized his mind, and cold:damp 
ſweats overſpread his perſon, ſo that he was ſearce 
animated; and poor Amelia, inſtead of a fond, warm 
huſband, Saeed her careſſes on a dull lifeleſs lump 
of clay. He endeavoured however at firſt, as much 
as poſſible, to conceal what he felt, and attemptel 
| hoe is the hardeſt of all taſks, to at- the part of a 
happy man; but he found no ſupply of ſpirits to 
carry on this deeeit, and would have 0b ſunk 
under this attempt, had not poor Amelia's ſimplicity: 
helped him to another fallacy; in which he had much 
better ſucceſs. ; 

This worthy woman very pia nly perceived ah "dif 
order in her huſband's mind; and having no doubt of | 


the cauſe of it, 2 when the ſaw the tears 6 
h e er 


4 


cs. AMEL I A. 765 


« thing make you uneaſy. Heaven will, 1 doubt not, 


ther | « provide for us and theſe poor babes. Great for- 


tunes are not neceſſary to happineſs. For my own 
« part, I can level my mind with any ſtate; and for 


we breed them to, that will be ſufficient to maintain 


— them in. How many thouſands abound in affluence, 
ck in « whoſe fortunes are much lower than ours! for it 1 
OY not from nature, but from education and habit, 
159 that our wants are chiefly derived. Make yourſelf 
often, eaſy therefore, my dear love; for you have a wife 
turns who will think herſelf happy with you, and endea . 


© your to make you ſo in any ſituation. Fear nothing, 


© meal; and I will take care, that neatneſs and: chear= 
* fulneſs ſhall make it a pleaſant one,” T 


Booth preſently took the cue, which ſhe had given 
him. He fixed his eyes on her for a minute, with 


then cried, © O my Amelia, how much, are ven mp 
' ſuperior in every perfection! how wiſe, how great, 


tate what I ſo much admire? why can I not look 
with your conſtancy, on thoſe dear little pledges of 


thought, that my Amelia's children are to ſtruggle. 
with a cruel, hard, unfeeling world, and to buffet 
thoſe waves of fortune, which have overwhelmed 


am not without an excuſe for wanting it; for am L 


| the crea obſtacle- to all your greatneſs and hap« 
pineis fi 3 pare RES Mag a 
Say nat ſo, my love, anſwered ſhe, - Great 1 
might have been, but never happy with any other 
man. Indeed, dear Billy, I laugh at the fears you 
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arms round his neck, and embracing him with rap- 
turous fondneſs, cried out, My dear Billy, let no- 


« thoſe poor little things, whatever condition of life 


Billy; induſtry will always provide us a Wholeſome 


great earneſtneſs and inexpreſſible tenderneſs; and 
how noble are your ſentiments! Why can I not imi- 


* our loves? All my philoſophy is baffled with the 


their father. Here I own I want your firmneſs, and 


not the cruel cauſe of all your wretchedneſs? have 
not ſtepped between you and fortune, and been 


| formerly raiſed in me; what ſeemed ſo terrible at 
| 2 diſtance, now: it approaches nearer, appears to 
bare been @ mere bugbcar—and let this comfort 
i ? +4 5 a | 4 
805 5 e 
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vyou, that I look on myſelf at this day as the hap” 
< picſt of women; nor. have I done any thing Which 
I do not rejoice in, and would, if I had the gift of 
*preſcience, do again. 
Booth was ſo overcome with this behaviour, that 
TH he had no words to anſwer. To ſay the truth, it was 
== - difficult to find any worthy of the occaſion. He threy 
2 himſelf proftrate at her feet, whence poor Amelia was 
forced to uſe all her ſtrength, as well as entreaties, tg 
raiſe, and replace him in his chair. 
. Such is ever the fortitude of perfect innocence; and 
ſuch the depreſſion of guilt in minds not utterly aban- 
doned. Booth was naturally of a ſanguine temper: 
nor would any ſuch apprehenſions as he mentioned 
have been ſufficient to have reſtrained his joy, at meets 
ing with his Amelia. In fact, a reflection on the in- 
jury he had done her was the fole cauſe of his grief. 
This it was that enervated his heart, and threw him 
into agonies, which all that profuſion of heroic ten- 
derneis that the moſt excellent of women intended 
For his comfort, ſerved only to heighten and aggra- 
vate; as the more ſhe roſe in his admiration, the more 
" ſhe quickened his ſenſe of his own unworthineſs. 
V7 After a diſagreeable evening, the firlt of that kind 
| that he had ever paſſed with his Amelia, in which he 
had the utmoſt difliculty to ſorce a little chearfulnels 
and in which her ſpirits were at length overpowered 
by diſcerning the oppreſſion on his, they retired to 
reſt, or rather to miſery, which need not be deſcribed, 
The next morning at breakfaſt, Booth began to re. 
cover a little from Fig melancholy, and to taſte the 
company of his children. He now firſt thought dt 
enquiring of Amelia, by what means ſhe had dilcover- 
ed the place of his confinement. Amelia, after gent: 
ly rebuking him for not having himſelf acquainted 
her with it, informed him, that it was known all ore! 
the country, and that the had traced: the-originat of 
it to her ſiſter, who had ſpread the news with à m 
licious joy, and added. a circumſtance, | which woult 
have frightened her to death, had not her knowledg? 
of him made her give little credit- to it, which w 
that he was committed: for murder. But though le 
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i WW chap. 3. 4A M E L I A. 


Ce hay' tad diſcredited this part, ſhe ſaid, The not hearing 
which Wl from him, during ſeveral ſucceſſive poſts, made her 
gilt of WM too apprebenfive of the reſt: that ſhe got a con- 
RE Gow therefore for Herſelf and children to Saliſbury; - 
r, that gem whence the Rage-coach had brought them to 
it war town, and having depoſited the children at his lodg- 
e threw I ing, of which he had ſent her an account on his firſt 
lia was arrival in town, ſhe took a hack, and came directly 
ties, to to the priſon where the heard he was, and where ſhe 
bound him. | 5 5 „ 
ce; and Booth excuſed himſelf, and with truth, as to his not 
y aba: having writ : for in fact, he had writ twice from the 
emper ; WM priſon, though he had mentioned nothing of his con- 
ntioned WY fnement; but as he ſent away his letters after nine 
t meets at night, the fellow, to whom they were intruſted, 
the in- had burnt them both, for the ſake of putting the two- 
s grief. i pence in his own pocket, or rather in the pocket of 
ew hin I the keeper of the next gin- ſhop. EY Eo 
dic ten- As to the account which Amelia gave him, it ſerved 
tended rather to raiſe than ſatisfy his curioſity. He began 
agora- Wi to ſuſpect, that ſome perſon had ſeen both him and 
1e more Miss Matthews togther in the priſon, and had con- 
ls. "WM founded her caſe with his; and this the circumſtance 
at kind of murder made the more probable. But who this 
hich he perſon ſhould be, he could not gueſs. After giving 
fulneſz WW himſelf therefore ſome pains in forming conjectures 
oweret WW to no purpoſe, he was forced to reſt contented with 
aired to iis ignorance of the real truth. rj i 5 
ſcribed, Two or three days now paſled without producing 
n to re. any thing remarkable; unleſs it were, that Booth more 
alte the Wy and more recovered his ſpirits, and now had almoſt 
regained his former degree of chearfulneſs, when the 
following letter arrived, again to torment himm 


Dear Billy, | | - 
To convince you I am the moſt reaſonable of 
women, I have given you up three whole 
days to the unmoleſted poſſeſſion of my fortunate 
nt: J can refrain no longer from letting you 
: know that I lodge in Dean-ftreet, not far from the 
; church, at the ſign of the Pelican and Trumpet; 

where I expect this evening to ſee you. Believe me, 
| CEE YT oo TO oo ns 
0 N 


8 A M BLI. bean, 


I am with more affection than any other — Lin 
3 che world can heyy; xt] 


Ke 6 Tour affectionate 0 fond; Goetz 
5 F. MATTHEws, 


Booth tore the letter hk rage, and threw it int 

che fire; reſolving never to viſit the lady more, unleh 

it was to pay her the money ſhe had lent him, which 

he was determined to do the very firſt opportunity; 
for it was not at preſent in his power. 

This letter threw him back into his fit of dejedion, 

in which he had not continued lon 15 when a packe Will + 

ol 


from the country brought him the n from his Wi © 
Friend Dr Harrifon : = - 


. 5 Lene, January, 21. N. 98. : 
0:0 1423, | 
© THOUGH 1 A am now on my return hows 
1 have taken up my pen to communicate tg 
© you ſome news I have heard from England, which 
© gives me much uneaſineſs, and concerning which! 
can indeed deliver my ſentiments with much more 
* eaſe this way than any other. In my anſwer to your 
* laſt, I very freely gave you my opinion, in which 
it was my misfortune to difapprove of every ſity 
you had taken; but thoſe were all pardonable er. 
* rors. Can you be ſo partial to yourſelf, upon cool 
© and ſober reflection, to think what I am. going to 
mention is fo? I promiſe you, it appears to me 1 
© folly of ſo monſtrous a kind, that, had 1 heard it 
from any but a perſon of the higheſt honour, | 
0 
i 
c 
5 
0 
Cc 
6 


ſhould have rejected it as utterly incredible. I hope 
you already gueſs what I am about to name; ſince, 
Heaven forbid, your conduct ſhould afford you a 
choice of ſuch groſs inſtances of weakneſs. In 
word, then, you have ſet-up an equipage. What 
ſhall I invent in your excuſe, either to others, or to 
myſelf : ? In truth, I can find no excuſe for you, an 
what is more, I am certain you can find none for 
yourſe}f, I muſt deal therefore very plainly and 
6 hncerely with I'M Vanity is Sy wats 
7055 1 | 3 "k 


« odious and deteſtable. At whoſe expence are you, 


15 | « nute this to any extraordinary or common accident, 
it ins WY Pthink I ſhonld never have mentioned it ; but I 
 unles will not ſuffer my money to ſupport the ridiculous,: 


« pect therefore to find at my return, that you have 
either diſcharged my whole debt, or your equipage. 


jection, Let me beg you ſerioufly to conſider your cireum- 
Packet © ſtances and condition in life, and to remember that 


© your ſituation will not juſtify any che leaſt unne - 

© ceflary expence. Simply io be poor, ſays my favou-- 

© rite Greek hiſtorian, was: not beld ſeandalzus by 5 

« wiſe Aihenians s but highly fo, do owe that: poventy #6+ 

our aun indiſcretionm. Preſent my affections to Mis 

« Booth, and be affured, that I thall not, without 
great reaſon, and great pain too, ever ceaſe to be, 

* Tour moſt faithful friend. 


JJ... 8 
wo pour . Had this. letter come at any other time, it would 
+ Which bave given Booth the, moſt fenſible affliction; but {a 
ery ep votally had the affair of Miſs Matthews poſſeſſed his 
ible er, mind, that, like a man in a moſt raging fit of the, 
on cool your, he was ſcarce capable. of any additional tor 
oing u dure; nay, he even made an uſe of this latter epiſtle, 
o me ss it ſerved to account to Amelia for that concern 
xeard it i which he really felt on another aceount. The poor 
nour, 1 Leceived lady therefore applied herſelf, to give him 
I hope comfort where he leaſt wanted it. a She ſai d, he might. 
; ſince, N eaſily perceive that the matter had been milrepreſent-, 
you an) ed to the Doctor, who, would not, ſhe was fure, re- 
z. In : n che leaſt anger againſt him when. he knew the: 
" What real truth. | | PO ROSE IE YT os ag WRT 


Aſter a ſhort converſation on this. ſubject, in which | 


s, or {0 | | 6 Mg" 8 | 

zou, and! Booth appeared to be greatly confoled by the argu -. 

fone for i ments of his wife, they parted. He went te abe a. | 
ly and alk in the Park, and ſhe remained at home to pres 
atempti- mo him his diane: <5. 5 | 
3 2 . 2 1 N 1 . | . 1 
6 ble; Yo * 1 ES, SR He 
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wo AM EG = A. Dok IV. 
Hle was no ſooner departed than his little boy; nüt 
quite ſix years old, ſaid to Amelia, Lal mamma 
What is the matter with poor papa? what Makes 
him look ſo as if he was going to cry? he is n 
© half ſo merry as he uſed to be in the country, 
Amelia antwered,-* Oh! my dear ! your papa is only 
© a little thoughtful, he will be merry again ſoon.— 
Then looking fondly on her children, fie bord into 
an agony of tears, and cried, Oh Heavens! What 
bhave theſe poor little infants done? why will the bar- 
barous world endeavour to ſtarve them, by depriving 
us of our only friend ?!—O my dear, your father is 
ruined, and we are undone,'—The children pre- 
ſently accompanied their mother's tears, and the 
daughter cried—* Why, will any body hurt poor pa- 
© pa? hath he done any harm to any body? No, 
my dear child,” faid the mother, he is the beſt man 


iin the world, and therefore they hate him.” Upon 


which the boy, who was extremely ſenſible at his 
years, anſwered, © Nay, mamma, how can that be? 
have not you often told me, that if I was good, 
every body would love me ?? © All good people will, 
anfwered ſhe, * Why don't they love papa then! 
replied the child, © for I am ſure he is very good. 
© So they do, my dear, ſaid the mother, but there 
are more bad people in the world, and they will 
hate you for your goodneſs, * Why then bad 

people, cries the child, are loved by more than 
© the good.”----* No matter for that, y dear, faid 
ſhe, © the love of one good perſon is more worth ha- 
_ * ving, than that of a thouſand wicked ones; NAY, if 
© there was no ſuch perſon in the world, ſtill you muſt 
be a good boy: for there is one in Heaven who will 
love you; and his love is better for you than that 
Bf all ani)... 
This little dialogue we are apprehenſive will be 
read with contempt by many ; indeed we ſhonld not 
have thought it worth recording, was it not for the 
excellent example which Amelia here gives to all 
mothers. This admirable woman never let a day 
paſs, without inſtructing her children in ſome lefon 
of religion and morality. By which means ſhe had, 
in their tender minds, ſo ſtrongly annexed 2 or 


) 


7; Hot of fear and ſhame to every idea of evil of which they 
mma were ſuſceptible, that it mult require great pains and 
make; length of habit to ſeparate. them. Though ſhe was 

s not the tendereſt of mothers, ſhe never ſuffered any ſymp- 
ntry, tom of malevolence to ſhe w itſelf in their moſt trifling 

s only actions without diſcouragement, without rebuke; and : 
TE if it broke forth with any rancour, without puniſh- 

ſt infto ment: in which ſhe had ſuch ſucceſs, that not the 
What leaſt marks of pride, envy, malice, or ſpite diſcover- 
ethar; ed itſelf in any of their little words or deeds. _ 
wen 7% 206 

1 pre- In which Amelia appears in no unamiable light, 
+10 M ELLA, with the aſſiſtance of a little girl, who 
No, was their only ſervant, had dreſſed her dinner; 

ſt man and ſhe had likewiſe dreſſed herſelf as neatas any lady, 
Upon who had a regular ſet of ſervants, could have done; 
at his when Booth returned, and brought with him his friehd 

at be? James, whom he had met with in the Park; and who, 
good, as Booth abſolutely refuſed to dine away from his 

> will, wife, to whom he had promiſed to return, had invited 
then!“ himſelf to dine with him. Amelia had none of that 
good. paultry pride, which poſſeſſes fo many of her ſex, and 
there which diſconcerts their tempers, and gives them the 

yy will ar and looks of furies, if their huſbands bring in an 

n bad unexpected gueſt, without giving them timely. warn 
than ing to provide a ſacrifice to their own vanity. Ame- 
fſaid ha received her huſband's friend with the utmoſt com- 
th ha- plaiſance and good humour: ſhe made indeed ſome 
nay, if . apology for the homeline$s of her dinner; but it was 
u muſt politely turned as a compliment to Mr James's friend - 

ho will ſhip, which could carry him where he was ſure of be- 

n that ing ſo ill entertained ; and gave not the leaſt hint how 

j 3 magnificently ſhe would have provided, had./he expec- 
vill be ted the favour. of ſo much good company. A phraſe 
1d not which is generally meant to contain not only an apo- 
for the logy for the lady of the houſe, but a tacit ſatire on 
to all her pueſts for their intruſion, and is at leaſt a ſtrong 

a day inſinuation that they are not welcomGm 
 Teffon Amelia failed not to enquire very. earneſtly after 
e had, her old friend Mrs James, formerly Mits Bath, and = 
41 755 Vas very ſorry to find that ſhe was not in town. The ' 
0 W e a 5 | - Avis: 4} 
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ing of, or appetite to her perſon, poſſeſſion had fur. 
feited him, and he was now grown ſo heartily: tired of 
his wife, that ſhe had very little of his cornpany ; ſhe 
was forced therefore to content herſelf with being the 
-miſtreſs of a large houſe and equipage in the country 
ten months in the year by herſelf. ' The other two he 
indulged her with the en of the town; bit 
then, though they lodged under the fame. roof, ſhe 
had little more of her huſband's ſociety, than if they 
had been one hundred miles a-part, With all this, 
as ſhe was a woman of calm paſſions, ſhe made her. 
ſelf contented; for ſhe had never had any violent 
affection for James ; ; the match was of the prudent 


'kind, and to her advantage; for his fortune, by the 


death of an uncle, was become very conſiderable, 


and ſhe had gained every thing by the bargain buta | 


; huſband, which bhet- conſtitution ſuffered er to be 
5 755 well ſatisfied without. 

When Amelia, after dinner, tb 70 ad child, 
James began to talk to his friend concerning his af. 
N He adviſed Booth very earneſtly to think of 

getting again into the army, in which he himſelf had 
met with ſuch ſucceſs, that he had obtained the com · 
mand of a regiment, to which his brother-in-law was 
| Heutenant-colonel. Theſe preferments they bothowel 
to the favour of fortune only: for though there wis 
no objection to either of their military characters, 
yet neither of them bad any extraordinary deſert; 
and, if merit in the ſervice was a ſufficient recom- 
mendation, Booth, who had been twiee wounded in 
the fiege, ſeemed to have the faireſt pretenſions; bit 
he remained a poor half- pay lieutenant, and the others 
' were, as we have ſaid, one of them a Heutenaunt-ce- 
lonel, and the other had a regiment, | Such riſts ve 
often ſee in life, without being able to give any/fati- 
factory account of the means, and therefore : be 
them to the good fortune of the perſon. 

Both Colonel James- and his prether i 8 gels 


members of parliament; for as the uncle of thefot- 


mer had left him, together with his eſtate, an almoſt 


certain intereſt in a burongh, ay be. hoſe to: 2 


Pan -favour on Bun A . 


Cp. i- HKI. 
would have been highly immaterial to mention here, 
lut as it ſerves. to ſet forth the goodneſs of James, 
who endeavoured to make up in kindneſs to the fa- 
mily, what he wanted in fondneſs for his wife. 
Colonel James then endeavoured all in his power” 


to perſuade Booth to think again of a military life, 


and very kindly offered him his intereſt towards: ob- 
taining. him a company in the regiment under bis- 
command. Booth muſt have been a madman in his- 
preſent eircumſtances to: have heſitated one moment 
at accepting ſuch: an offer; and he well knew Amelia, 


notwithſtanding her averſien te the army, was much 


too wiſe to make the leaſt ſcruple of giving her con- 
ſeat. Nor was he, as it appeared afterwards, miſ- 


taken in his opinion of his wife's underſtanding: for- 
ſhe made not the leaſt objection when it was communi- 
cated to her, but contented herſelf with an expreſs 
tipulation, that wherever he was commanded to go 
(for the regiment was now abroad) ſhe would acc m- 


pany him. 


- 


Booth therefore-accepted{ his friend's Pope 
a profuſion of acknowledgments; and it was agreed, 
that Booth ſhould: draw up a memorial of his preten- 
| fions,, which Colonel James undertook: to preſent to 


ſome man of power, and to back it with all the force 
he had. e 8 1 . FFC 5 Ip 

Nor did the friendſhip of the Colonel ſtop kere.. 
Jou will excuſe me, dear Booth, ſaid. he, if after 


© what you have told me, (for he had been very expli- 


cit in revealing his affairs to him), I ſuſpect you mult 


© want money at this time. If that be the caſe, as 
1 am certain it muſt be, I have fifty pieces at your 


ſervice This generoſity brought the tears into 


Booth's eyes; and he at length confeſſed, that he 


had not five gumeas in the houſe; upon which, 
James gave him a bank bill for twenty pounds; and 
tad he would give him thirty more the next time he. 
law bim. 80 ee 124491 


Thus did this generous. Colonel (for generous- he 


really was to the higheſt degree) reſtore peace and: 
comfort to this. little family zz and by this act of. be- 
neficence make two of. the worthieſt people, two of 
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the happielt chat evening. 
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1 A M E L I A. Footy. 


1 denen that fo few are to be found "of this benign di 


playing with one of the children, caſt her eyes Joes 


Here, REY give me leave to ſtog a des, 


Poſition; that while wantonneſs, vanity, 'wvarice and 
ambition are every day rioting and reiumphing in the 


follies and weakneſs, the ruin and defolation of man. 


kind, ſcarce one man in a thouſand is capabſe f tat. 
ing tr happineſs: of others. Nay, give me leave to 
wonder that pride, which is conftantly: {trugpling; and 
often impoſing on itſelf to gain ſome little pre- mi- 
nence, ſhould” ſo ſeldom hint to us the only certain 
as well as laudable way of ſetting ourſelves abore 
fie, man, and har os YE eee 8 * 
Es | 


C ee an ade upon innocence, ; and ther, Fit 
matters. Boe bf . 


2D oon paſſed that reli; and all the ſdivel 
ing day with his Amelia, without the mterrup- 

tion of almolt a kngle thought concerning Miſs Mat- 
the ves, after having determined to go on the Sunday, 
the only day be could venture witheut the verge in 
the preſent ſtate of his affairs, and pay Her what ſhe 
had advanced for him in the priſons: But ſhe had not 
ſo long patience ; for the third day, while he was it- 
ting with Amelia, a letter was brou hut te him. As 
he knew the hand, be immediately put it in his 
Pocket unopened, not without duch an alteration 


in his countenance, that had Amelia, O Was 3 


bim, ſhe muſt have remarked it. This accident, how- 
ever, luckily gave him time to recover himſelf: for 
Amelia was $ deeply engaged with the little one, 
that ſhe did not even avs the delivery of the letter. 
The maid ſoon after returned into the room, ſaying, 


the chairman deſired to know if there was any anſwer 


to the letter.—* What letter? cries Booth. "Phe 
letter I gave you juſt now,” anſwered the Bir! 

Sure, cries Booth, the child i is mad; you gave me 
© no letter. —“ Yes, indeed I did, Sir; ſaid # 9g 
girl. Why then, as ſure as' Fate, cries Booth, FE 


« * threw | it into the 3 in 8 reveree. Why, 95 
: | | > wh 


4 * 


Gp: s. M E Lit u. 
chairman come up ſtay, Iwill go down myſelf? 
for he will otherwiſe dirt the ſtalrs with his feet.! 
Amelia was gently chiding the girl for her care 
jeſſneſs, when Booth returned, ſaying, it was very 
true that ſhe had delivered him a letter from Colonel 
James, and that perhaps it might be of conſequence. 
« Horrever,” fays he, I Wilk ſtep to the coffee houſe, 
and ſend him am account of this ſtrange accident, 
« which I know he will pardon in my preſent ſitua- 
tion. OE Eane. 
Amelia's total want of all jealoufy andfuſpraon, made 
it very eaſy for: him to accompliſh: but his pleaſure 
was conſiderably abated, when, upon opening the 
letter, he found it to contain, mixed with ſeveral very 
ſtrong expreſſions of love, ſome pretty warm ones of 
the upbraiding kind; but what molt alarmed him was 
a hint, that it was in her power:(Miſs: Matthews's) to 
make Amelia as miſerabte as herſelf. Befides the 
general knowhdpe ꝗ hkk 88 
. Farent quid femina poſit, 9 
he had more particular reaſons to apprehend the rage 
of a lady, who had given ſo ſtrong an inſtance how _ 
far ſhe could carry her revenge. She had already ſent 
a chairman to his lodgings, with a poſitive command 
not to return without an anſwer. to her letter. This 
might of itſelf have poſſibly occaſioned à diſcovery; 
and he thought he had great reaſon to fear, that if the 
did not carry matters ſo fur as purpoſely and avowediy 
to reveal the ſecret to Amelia, her indiſcretion would 
at leaſt effect the difcovery of that which he would 
at any price have concealed. Under theſe terrors he 
might, I believe, be conſidered as the moſt wretched 
of human beu ., ane 
O Innocence, how glorious and happy a portion 
art thou to the breaſt that poſſeſſes thee ! thou feareſt 
neither the eyes nor the tongues of men, Truth, the 
molt powerful of all things, is thy ſtrongeſt friendz; 
and the brighter che light is, in which thou art diſ- 
played, the more it diſcovers thy tranſcendent beau- 
ties. Guilt, on the contrary, *. eee | 


; 2 


4 


— 


s, M ME LI . 
ffects every eye that beholds him to be privy to his 
tranſgrefſions, and every tongue that mentions hi; 
name, to be proclaiming them; Fraud and Falſehobd 
are his weak and treacherous allies ; and he lurk; 
"trembling in the dark, dreading every ray of- hglit, 
leſt it ſhould diſcover him, and give him up to ſhame 
and puniſh ment.. godd Hom een | 
While Booth was walking in the Park with all theſ: 
horrors in his mind, he again met his friend Colonel 
James, who ſoon took notice of that deep concern 
which the other was incapable of hiding. After ſome 
little converfation, Booth ſaid, My dear Colonel, I 
aw ſure I muſt be the moſt in ſenſible of men, if I dd 
not look on yeu as the beſt and the trueſt friend; 
I vill, therefore, without ſcruple, repoſe a conſi- 
dence in you of the higheſt kind. I have often made 
you privy to my neceflities, F will now acquaint | 
you with my ſhame, previded you have leiſure 
enough to give me a hearing: fer I muſt open 90 
you a long. hiſtory, ſinee L will not reveab my fauk, 
* without informing you, at the ſame time, of thoſe 
* circumſtances, which, I hope,. will in ſome meaſure 
© excule it. I e 
The Colonel very readily agreed to give His friend 
aà patient hearing. So they walked directly te à cot- 
Fe:houſe at the corner of Spring Garden, where, 
being in a room by themſelves, Booth opened his 
whole heart, and acquainted the Colonel with his 
to his receiving that letter which had cauſed all bis 
preſent uneafineſs, and which he now delivered into 
Kis friend's Hand. 5 . 
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The Colonel read the letter very attentively twice 
over, (he was ſilent indeed long e have read 


it oftener), and then turning to Booth, ſaid; Well, 
Sir; and is it ſo grievous a calamity to be the ob- 
ject of a young lady's affection; eſpecially of one 
„hom you allow to. be fo extremely handſome 
Nay, but my dear friend cries Booth, de not jeſ 
with me, you who know my Amelia“ Welh my 
dear friend, anſwered James, and you know me. 
lia, and this lady too But what would you have 
me do for you?” * I would have you gi, e yur - 
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advice, ſays Booth, by what method 1 ſhall get 
« rid of this dreadful woman without a diſcovery.“ 
And do you really, eries the other, deſire to get 
© rid of her ?? Can you doubt it, laid Booth, after 
« what I have communicated to you, and after what 
« you yourſelf have ſeen in my family? for, I hope, 
« notwithſtanding this fatal ſlip, I do not appear to 
« you in the light of a profligate.” * Well,” anſwered 
James, * and whatever light I may appear to you in, 
« if you are really tired of the lady, and if ſhe be 
really what you have» repreſented her, III endea- 
« your to take her of your hands; but I inſiſt upon 
© it, that you do not deceive. me in any particular.” 
Booth proteſted, in the moſt ſolemn manner, that 
every word which he had ſpoken was ſtrictly true; 
and being aſked, whether he would give his hononr 
never more to viſit the lady, he aſſured him that he 
never would. He then, at his friend's requeſt, deli- 
vered him Miſs Matthews's letter, in which was a 
ſecond direction to her lodgings, and declared to him, 
that if he could bring him ſafely out of this terrible 
affair, he ſhould think himſelf to have a ſtill higher 
obligation to his friendſhip, than any which he had 
already received fam . ad ERS 
Booth preſſed the Colonel to go home with him to 
dinner; but he excuſed himſelf, being, as he faid, 
already engaged. However, he undertook in the af- 
ternoon to do all in his power, that Booth fhould re- 
ceive no more alarms from the quarter of Mis Mat- 
thews, whom the Colonel. undertook to pay all the 
demands ſhe had on his friend. They then ſepa- 


rated, The Colonel went to dinner at the King's- 


2 and Booth returned in high ſpirits to meet his 
melia. Lie , ©] 00 voor fr 0071007 
The next day, early in the morning, the Colonel 
came to the coffeehouſe, and ſent for his friend; who 
lodged but at a little diſtance. The Colonel told him 
he had a little exaggerated the Lady's beauty; how- 
ever, he ſaid, he excuſed that; for you might think 
' perhaps,” cries. he, that. your inconſtancy to the 
* fineſt woman in the world, might want ſome excuſe. 
* Be that as it will,” faĩd he, yon may make your- 
* ſelf eaſy, as it will be, Lam convinced, your: own 
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: by Miſs Matthews.” e 
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r ; 
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fault, if you have ever any further moleſtation fron 


Booth poured forth very warmly a great profuſion 
of e ee other this occaſion; and nothing more any. 


wite material paſſed at this interview, which was very ont 
ſhort, the Colonel being in a great hurry, as he had, e 
he ſaid, ſome buſineſs of very great importance w 
tranſact that mornigaggg vi 
The Colonel had now ſeen Booth twice, without bu 
remembering to give him the thirty pounds. This the he 
latter imputed entirely to forgetfulneſs; for he hai Wl 2 
always found the promiſes of the former to be equal 
in value with the notes or bonds of other people. He tu 
was more ſurpriſed at what happened the next day, hi. 
when meeting his friend in the Park, he received only WI pr 
a cold falute from him; and tho! he paſſed him five or Wl th 
ſix times, and the Colonel was walking with a fingk Will a; 
officer of no great rank, and with whom he-ſeemed Wil a: 
in no eargeſt converſation ; yet could not Booth, who Wl A 
was alone, obtain any further notice from him. a 
This gave the poor man ſome alarm; though be Bil « 
could ſcarce perſuade himſelf there was any defign.in Wl d 
all this coldneſs or forgetfulneſs. Once he 1magined 
that he had leſſened himſelf in the Coleneb's opinion, Wil 2 
by having diſcovered his inconſtancy to Amelia: but Wil p 
the known character of the other, preſently cured Bl t 
bim of this ſuſpicion, for he was a; perfe& liber - a 
tine with regard to women; that being indeed the Bil © 
principal blemiſh in his character, which otherwik Will © 
might have deſerved much commendation for good- Wil * 
nature, generoſity, and friendſhip. But he carried Wi * 
this one to a moſt unpardonable height; and made Wi © 
no ſcruple of openly declaring, that if he ever hkeda Wl * 
woman well enough to be uneaſy on her account, he 
would cure , himſelf, if he could, by enjoying ber, Bl © 
whatever might be the conſequence. 7 ; 
Booth could not therefore be perſuaded. that the Bl © 
Colonel would ſo highly reſent in another à fault; « 
which he was himſelf molt notorioufly guilty» Aſter a 
much conſideration, he could derive this-behavoi By 
from nothing better than a capriciouſneſs in be | 


Friend's temper, from a kind of inconſtancy gb wind | 
which makes men grow weary of - their: frianen, 


laviour 
in hs 
mind, 
„ With 
J 


| the cauſe of it; which ſhe no ſooner heard, than ſhe. 
applied as judicious a remedy to his diſordered ſpirits, 


point in which ſhe, was not apt to be too poſitive, the” 
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no more Þ eaſon than they often are of their miſtreſſes. : 
To ſay the truth, there are jilts in friendſhip as well 
+ in love; and by the behaviour of ſome men in 
both, one would almoſt imagine that they induitri- . 
ouſly ſought to gain the affections of others, with a a 


view only of making the parties miſerable. |. 


This was the conſequence of the Colonel's beha- 

viour to Booth. Former calamities had afflicted him; 

but this almoſt diſtracted him; and the more ſo, as 

he was not able well to account for ſuch conduct, 

nor to conceive: the: leaſt reaſon of it. 
Amelia, at his return, preſently perceived the diſ- 

turbance in his mind, though he endeavoured with 

his utmoſt power to hide it; and he was at length 

prevailed upon by her entreaties to diſcover to her 


as either of thoſe: great mental phyſicians, Tully, or 
Ariſtotle, could have thought of. She uſed; many 

arguments to perſuade him that he was in an error; 
and had miſtaken forgetfulneſs and careleſſneſs for a 

deſigned neglect.. ad porn ua How ferent 1 
But as this phyſic was only eventually good, and 
as its efficacy depended on her being im the right, a 


thought fit to add ſome conſolation of a more certain 
and poſitive kind. Admit,* ſaid ſhe, miy dear, 
* that Mr James ſhould prove the unaccountable per- 
ſon you have ſuſpected, and ſhould, without being 
* able to alledge any cauſe, withdraw his friendſhip 
from you, (for ſurely the accident of burning his 
letter is too trifling and ridiculous: to mention) Why 
* ſhould this grieve you? the obligations he hath con- 
* terred on you, I allow, ought to make his misfor- 
tunes almoſt your own; but they ſhould not, 1 
think, make you ſee his faults ſo very ſenſibly, eſpe - 
clally when, by one of the greateſt faults in the 
' world committed againſt yourſelf, he hath conſidera - 
* bly leſſened all obligations: for ſure, if the ſame 
' perſon who hath contributed to my happineſs at 
one time, doth every thing in his power maliciouſſy 
and wantonly to make me miſerable at another, I 
am very little obliged to ſuch a perſon. Ang let 
| 0 . it 


7 
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64 it be E comfort to my dear Billy, that however 
other friends may prove falſe and fickle to him, he 
< ;hath: one: friend; whom no inconſtancy: of her own, 


nor any change of his fortune, nor time, nor age, 
nor ſickneſs, nor any accident can ever alter; but 
Who will eſteem, will love, and doat on him for 
<.ever.' 
his alas, and gave him a careſs. fo tender, that it 
ſeemed almoſt to balance all the malice of his fate. 


And, indeed, the behaviour of Amelia would have 
made him completely happy, in defiance of all ad. 


verſe circumſtances, had it not been for thoſe bitter 


ingredients which he himſelf had thrown into his cup; 


and which prevented him from truly reliſting his 
Amelia's ſweetneſs; by cruelly reminding FW ber 
unworthy he was of this excellent creature. 

Booth did not long remain in the dark as 10 the 


conduct of James, which, at firſt, appeared to him 


to be ſo great 4 myſtery; for this very "afternoon he 


received a letter from Miſs Matthews, which unravel- 
led the whole affair. By this letter, which was full 
of bitterneſs and upbraiding, he diſcovered that James: 


was his rival with that lady, and was indeed the iden- 


tical perſon who had ſent the hundred pound note to 


Miſs Matthews, when in the priſon. He had reaſon 
to believe likewiſe, as well by the letter as by other 


circumſtances, that James had hitherto been an un - 
ſacceſsful lover : for the lady, though the had forfeit 
_ ed all title to virtue, had not yet ſo far forfeited: all 
pretenſions to delicacy, as to be, like the dirt in the 
She diſtributed 
her favours only to thoſe ſhe liked, in which number 
that gentleman had not the happineſs of being included. 
When Booth had made this diſcovery, he was not 
ſo little verſed in human nature, as any longer to he- 


ſtreet, indifferently common to all. 


ſitate at the true motive to the Colonel's conduct; for for 


he well knew how odious a ſight a happy rival is to 
believe he was, in reality, 
glad to aſſign the cold treatment he had received from 
his friend, to a cauſe which, however unjuſtifiable, is, 
at the ſame time, highly natural; and to aequit al 


an unfortunate. lover. 
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So ſaying, ſhe flung her ſnowy arms about 
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have been unwillingly obliged to have ſeen in a much 

He now refolved to take the firſt opportunity of ac- 
coſting the Colonel, and of coming tb a perfect expla- 
nation upon the Whole matter. He debated likewiſe 
with himſelf, wherher he ſheuld not throw himſelf 
at Amelia's feet, and confeſs a crime to her, which 
he found ſo little hopes of concealing, and which he 
foreſaw would occaſion him ſo many difficulties and 
terrors to endeavour to conceal. Happy had it been 
for him, had he wiſely purſaded this ſtep; ſince, in all 
probability, he would have received immediate for. 
gireneſs from the beſt of women: but he had not 
ſufficient reſolution; or, to ſpeak, perhaps, more 
truly, he had too much pride to confeſs his guilt, 
and preferred the danger of the higheſt inconvenien- 
ces to the certainty of being put to the bluſn. 


„„ Fo W 
In which may appear that violence ts ſometimes done ty 
| - the name of loue. 3 


IHE N chat happy day came, in which un- 
VV hallowed hands are forbidden to contaminate 
the ſhoulders of the unfortunate, Booth went early to 
the ColonePs houſe, and being admitted to his pre- 
ſence, began with great freedom, though with grea 
gentleneſs, to complain of his not having dealt with 
him with more openneſs. ,* Why, my dear Colonel,” 
ſaid he, would you not acquaint me with that ſecret 
* which this letter hath diſctofed ?* James read the let- 
ter, at which his countenance changed more than once; 
and then, after a ſhort ſilence, ſaid, © Mr Booth, | 
have been to blame, Town it; and you upbraid me 
with juſtice, The true reaſon was, that I was a- 
* ſhamed of my own folly. D=-n me, Boath, if I 
have not been a moſt conſummate fool, a very dupe - 
to this woman; and ſhe hath a particular pleaſure i 
making me fo. I know what the impertinence X 
virtue is, and I can ſubmit to it; but to be treated 
N thus by a whore Mou muſt forgive me, dear Booth; 
a but your ſucceſs was a kind of triumph over me 
which I could not bear. I own, I have not the leaſt 
* reaſon to conceive any anger againſt you; and yet, 
ol, IJ. 8, « curſe. 


” 


. e rg a 
' B 7 r 
: 2 
14 - 
* * 
5 


curſe me, if I ſhould not have been leſs diſpleaſed f a 
F at your lying with my own wife; nay, I could a. WM © 
; *, mo{t-have parted) with-half my. fortune to you more : Wo 
-* .wylingly, than have ſuffered. you to receive that 4 5 
+ trifle of my money, which you received at her hangs, ; 11 
* However, I aſk your pardon; and I promiſe vo. 8 - 
will never more think of yon with the.lealt il Wil, . © 
on the account of this woman; but as for her, Th 
< d—n me, if 1-do-not enjoy her by ſome means or "Ty 
other, whatever it eoſts me; for I am already above Wn 69 
two hundred pound out of pocket, without having 1 
ſeatce had a ſmile in re tun. mo 
Booth expreſſed much aftoniſhment: at this declara- 2 

tion be ſaid, © he could not conceive how it was poſ- 5 
+ .fible to have ſuch an affection for a woman, Who did 3 
not ſhew the leaſt inclination to return it.'—Jame WM in th 
gave her a hearty curſe ; and ſaid, Pax of her in- This 
clination; I want only the poſſeſſion of her perſon; 1. 
and that you will allow is a very fine one. But, beſides His + 
my pation for her, the hath now piqued mypride; neg 
for how can a man of my fortune brook being te- 2 5 
+ fuſed by a. whore?“ © Since you are ſo ſet. on the S008" 
< buſineſs,” cries Booth, you will excuſe my ſay- 3 
ing ſo, I fancy you had hetter change your method "ae, 
of applying to her: for, as the is, perhaps, the 1 
vaineſt woman upon earth, your bounty may proba- gran 
+ bly do you little, ſervice ; nay, may rather actually _ 
* diſoblige her. Vanity is plainly her predominant IT 
< paſſion, and, if you will adminiſter to that, it will all f 
< infallibly throw her into your arms. Lo this Lat- . after 
tribute my own unfortunate ſucceſs. While ſhe re- 20 
lieved my wants and diſtreſſes, ſhe was daily feeding WI Bett 
„ her own vanity; whereas, as every gift of yours al- and. 
ſerted your ſuperiority, it rather offended than. wha 

* 


pleaſed her. Indeed women generally love to beof and 


+. the -obliging ſide; and if we examine heir fa WI call: 
* yourites, we ſhall find them to be much oftnar ſuch ſee 


as they have conferred obligations on, than ſuch as anſv 

+ they bare received them from... ꝶ MN 
There was ſomething in this ſpeech which pleaſed man 
he Colonel; and he ſaid with a ſmue, I Hon know 
+ howitis, Will; but you know women better han. girl! 


* Pexhaps, Colonel, anſwered Booth, * I have duft BY be, 


% 


* n r > > 'F flo © Co 


bs 93 ww > Jas 


22 uo 


_— —v— — — — 


Chap. 6. A N. E T. 1 "L's 1 


ny letter directed to Amelia, at the ſame time ſtrictly 
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© their minds more“ I don't however much envy 
© you your knowledge, rephed the other: for I never 
„Think their minds worth conſidering. However; * 
« hope I' ſhall profit a little by your experience witiz- 
« Miſs Matthews. Damnation ſeize the proud inſo- 
« lent harlot-! the devil take me, if I don c 16e her 
more than I ever loved a woman!!! 

The reſt of their converſation turned on Booth's af. 
1205 Thie Colonel again reaſſamed the part of © 
friend, gave him the remainder of the money, and. 
promiſed to take the firſt N 1 e gre me-- 
morial before a great man, 

Booth was greatly overjoyed at chiv-ſucceſkt ; 1 | 
thing now lay on his mind, but to conceal his frailty 
from Amelia, to whom he was afraid Miſs Matthews, 
in the rage of her reſentment, would communicate it. 
This apprehenſion made hi ſtay almoſt conſtantij at 
kome ; and he trembled at every knock at the door- 
His fear moreover betrayed him into a meanneſs, 
which he would have heartily deſpiſed on any other 
occaſion, This was to order che maid to deliver him 


charging: her. nov to acquaint; her miſtreſs: with Her 
having received any. ſuch orders, 

A ſervant of any acuteneſs would 1 Sora 0 
ſtrange eonjectures from ſuch an injundior; but tliis 
poor girl was of perfect ſimplicity; ſo great indeed 
was her ſimplicity, that had not Amelia been void of 
all ſuſpicion of her huſband, the maid would Hare ſoon 
after betrayed her matters 

One afternoon while they: were drinking tea, Kttte | 
Betty, ſo was the maid'ealed} came into the rom: 
and calling her maſter forth, delivered him a care 
which was directed to Ameliz, Bocth having read the 
card, on his return into the room, chid the girl for 
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| calling him, faying, If you can read; child, you muſt 


; 
ſee it was. directed to your miltreſs.” Ae this the girl 1 
anſwered pertiy enough, I am ſure, Sir, you ordered [ 
me to bring every letter firſt to you. This hint, with: 
many women, would have been ſufficient to have blown 0 
up the whole affair; but Amelia; who heard what the 'Y 
girl ſaid, through the medium of love and confidence 
lay the matter in a much better light chan . 35 
R 2 | 9 aud, =_ 


_ 


and looking tenderly on her buſband, ſaid, * Indeed, 
my love, I muſt blame you for à conduct, which, 


believe me, for my own ſake you ought not: for as 


ſtanding be much inferior to yours, I have ſome - 
times had the happineſs of luckily hitting on ſome 


X 7 
1 . y 
* 


perhaps, I ought rather to praiſe, as ix proceeds qly 
* from the extreme tenderneſs of your affection. But, 
* why will you endeavour to keep any ſecrets from me; 


you cannot hide the conſequences, you make me al. 
«© ways ſuſpect ten times worſe than the reality. While 
1 bave you and my children well before my eyes, [ 
am capable of facing any news which can arrive 
for what ill news can come (unleſs indeed it con- 
cerns my little babe in the country) which dotł not 
relate to the badneſs of our circumſtances? and thoſe, 
I thank Heaven, we have now a fair proſpect of re. 
Itrieving. , Beſides, dear Billy, though my under- 


4 


argument which hath afforded you comfort. This 
you know, my dear, was the caſe with regard to Co- 

* lonel James, whom Iperſnaded you to think you had 
* miitaken, and you ſee the event proved me in the 
right.“ So happily, both for herſelf and Mr Booth, did 
the excellence of this good woman's diſpoſition; dt; 
ceive her, and force her to ſee every thing inthe. moſt 
advantageous light to her huſband, "UL n 
The card beizg now inſpected, was found be con 
tain the compliments of Mrs James to Mrs. Booth, 
with an account of her being arrived in town, and 
baving brought with her a very great cold. Amelia 
was overjoyed at the news of her arrival; and baywg 
dreſſed herſelf in rhe utmoſt hurry, lett her children to 
the care of her huſband, and ran away to, pay her 
teſpects to her ſriend, whom, ſhe loved with a mob 
ſincere affection. But how was ſhe, difappeinted, 
when, eager with the utmoſt impatience, and;exulting 
with the thoughts of preſently feeing her-! beloved 
friend, ſhe waganſwered at the door that the gad N 
tot at home! nor could ſhe, upon telling her names ob 
ain admifion. This, conſidering the vaccountule 
had received of the lady's, cold, greatly ſurpriſed bers 
and the returned home very much vexed at; hen ag: 
Fointment. is ao) Fog Gen 11210 53617 83 
Amelia, who had no ſuſpicion;that th” 
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really at. home, and, a8 the phraſe is, was denied} 
would have made a ſecond. viſit the next morning, had 


row got, and which was attended with alight fever 


This confined her ſeveral days to her houſe, during 


which Booth officiated. as her nurſe, and never Kirred „ 


* 


from her. m e 0 ol 


In all this time ſhe heard not a word: from Mrs 
james, which, gave her ſome uneaſineſs, but more a- 


toniſhment,. The tenth day, when ſhe was perfectly 
recovered, about nine in the evening, when the and 
her huſband were juſt going to ſupper, ſhe, heard a 
molt violent thundering at the door, and preſently after 


a ruſtling of ſilk upon her ſtair-caſe; at the ſame time 


a female voice cried out pretty loud Bleſs me 


© what, am] to climb up another pair of ſtairs-?* upon 
which, Amelia, who well knew: the. voice, preſently 
ran to the door, and uſhered in Mrs James molt Tplen- 
didly dreſt ; who put on as formal a countenance, and 


made as formal a courteſy to her old friend, as if the . 


had been her very diſtant acquaintance. -.  * 


Poor Amelia, who was going to ruſhinto berfriend's + 


arms, was ftruck motionleſs by this behaviour; but 


recollecting her ſpirits; as. ſhe” had an excellent pre- 


ſence of mind, ſhe preſently underſtood what-the-lady 
meant, and reſolved to treat her in her o.]n way. 


Down therefore the compauy ſat, and ſilence pre- 


vailed for ſome time, during which Mrs James ſur- 
veyed the room with more attention than ſhe would 
have beſtowed on one much finer, At length the con- 
verſation, began, in whiclt the weather and the diver-: 
ſions of the town, were well canvaſſed. Amelia, whe 
was a woman of great humour, performed her part to 


admiration; ſo that a by - ſtander would have doubted; . 
in every other article than dreſs, which of the tW- o 


was the foſt a&tompliſhed fine lady. 


2 


- 


After a viſit of twenty minutes, during which, not. E 


a word of any former occurrences was mentioned, nor 


indeed any ſubje& of diſcourſe. ſtarted, except only 


thoſe two above-mentioned, Mrs James roſè from her 


chair, and retired in the ſame formal manner in which 


lic had approached,” We will purſue her, for the fake of 
the contraſt, during the reſt of the evening. She went 


* 


n 
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and looking tenderly on. her huſband, ſaid, * Indeed, 
my love, I muſt blame you for à conduct, which, 
perhaps, I ought rather to praiſe, as it proceeds only 
from the extreme tenderneſs of your affection... But, | 

* why will you endeavour to keep any ſecrets from me 
believe me, for my qwn ſake you ought not: foras 
vyou cannot hide the conſequences, you make me al. 
© ways ſuſpect ten times worſe than the reality. While 
l bave you and my children well before my eyes, [ 
Cc 
0] 


* 


am capable of facing any news which can arive ; 
for what i news can come (unleſs indeed it con- 

cerns my little babe in the country) which dotł not 
relate to the badneſs of our circumſtances? and thoſe, 
thank Heaven, we have now a fair proſpect of re. 
trieving. , Beſides, dear Billy, though my junder- 
ſtanding be much inferior to yours, IL have ſome- 
times had the happineſs of luckily hitting on ſome 
argument which hath afforded you comfort. This 

you know, my dear, was the caſe with regard to Co- 

lonel James, whom Lperſnaded you to think x 

miitaken, and you fee the event proved me in the 
right.“ So happily, botk for herſelf and Mr Booth, did 
the excellence of this good woman's diſpoſition de: 


* 


ceive her, and force her to ſee every thing in che molt 
. 


advantageous light to ber huſband. 
The card betzg now inſpected, was found bq con: 
tain the compliments of Mrs James to Mrs. Booth, 
with an account of her being arrived in town, and 
| having brought with her a very great cold. Amelia 
was overjoyed at the news of her arrival; and baying 
dreſſed herſelf in rhe utmoſt hurry, lett her children to 
the care: of her huſband, and xan away to pay her 
teſpects to her ſriend, whom, ſhe loved with a wot 
lingere affection. But how was ſhe difappeinted- 
When, eager with the utmoſt impatience, and;exyling 
with the thoughts. of, preſently feeing her! beloved 
friend, ſhe was anſwered at the door that the dad N- 
vat at home / nor could. the, upon telling her name, br 
lain admiſſion. This, conſidexing the assgunt te 
had received of che lady's, hl, greatly ſurpriſed herz, 


* * KR 23 


and the returned home very much vexed at; bend 
dintm ent. | 
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Chap. 6! MITE A. We. 
would have made a ſecond. viſit the next morning, had 
ſhe not been prevented by a. cold, Which the herſelf 


row got, and which was attended with, a ſlight fevers - 


This confined her ſeveral days to her! houſe, during 
which Booth officiated as her nurſe, and never ſtirred 
from her. 1 ; it f OHSS 18 ME by. ** 03 3 1 77 1 | 


A e 
ſn all this. time, ie beard hot 3 word: from, Ms. 
James, which, gave. her ſome. ungaſineſs, but more a- 
tonithment,. The tenth day, when ſhe was perfectix 
recovered, about nine in the evening, when ſhe and 
her huſband were juſt going to ſupper, the. heard a 
moſt on eee the door, and preſemly after 
a ruſtling of ſilk upon her ſtair- caſe; at the ſame time 
a female voice cried out pretty loud Bleſs mel 


© what, am T to elimb up another pair of ſtairs?ꝰ upon 


which, Amelia, Who well knew: the. voice, preſently 


ran to the door, and uſhered in Mrs James moſt Tplen- 


didly dreſt ; who put on as formal a countenance, and 
made as formal a courteſy to her old friend, as if ſhe - 
had been. her very diſtant acquaintance. 5 8 AIRS 


Poor Amelia, who was going to ruſh into her friends 


arms, was ſtruck motionleſs by this behaviour; .but 


recollecting her ſpirits, as ſhe had an excellent pre- 


ſence of mind, dhe preſently underſtood what. the lady 
meant, and reſolved. to treat her in her on way. 
Down therefore the compauy ſat, and filence pre- 


\ 


vailed for ſome time, during which Mrs James ſur- 


veyed the room with more attention than ſhe would 
have beſtowed on one much finer, At length the can- 
verſation began, in whicl the weather and the diver- 


ſions of the town, were well canvaſſed. Amelia, whe 


was a woman of great humour, performed her part to 
admiration; ſo that a by - ſtander would have doubted; |. 
in every ether article than dreſs, which of the two 

vas the Roſt actompliſhed fine lade. 
Alfter a viſit of twenty minutes, during which, not 

a word of any former occurrences was mentioned, nor 
indeed any ſabje& of diſcourſe ſtarted, except only 
thoſe two above-mentioned, Mrs James roſe from her 
chair, and Tetired in the ſame formal manner in which 
lac had approached,” We will purſue her, for the fake of 
the coutraſt, during the reſt of the evening. She went 


4 


* 


— — 2 SS Ce 


286 A M E L 1 u. Book-Ty, 
from Amelia directly to Aa rout, where the! ſpent two 
hours in a eroud of company, talked again and again 


over the diver{] ons and news of the town; pHyed tws 
rubbers at 'whiſt, and tben retired d her e own apart. 


herſelf, the went to her own bed. 
| Booth and his wife, the moment their companion 
was gone, fat down to ſupper on a piece of cold meat, 
the remains of their dinner. After which, over.a' 
of wine, they entertained themſelves for awhile! with 
the ridiculous behaviour of their viſitant- But Amelia 
declaring ſhe rather ſaw her as the object of pity: than 
anger, turned the diſcourſe to pleaſanter'topics, The 
little actions of their children, the former feenes, and 
fqture proſpects of their Bfe, furniſhed them with many 
pleaſant ideas, and the contemplation of Amellia's re- 
every threw Pooth into raptures. At Tonk . 
ri ed, happy in each other. 
It is polſible forme readers may be no toſs ſnepriſed 


herſelf, ſince-they may have perhaps received ſo fa- 
vourable an impreſſion of that lady from the- account 
given of her by Mr Booth, that her preſent demeanious 
may ſeem unnatural and inconliſtent with: her former 
character: But they will be pleaſed to cenſider the 
ee alteration in her circumftanees, from à fate of 


than a ſoldier of fortune, te that of being wife to 2 
man of a very large eſtate, and conſiderable ranł in Ife. 
And what was her preſent behaviour more than that 
of a fine lady, who onthe ed form and ſhow'as eſ. 
fential ingredients of human happineſs, and imagined 
all friendſhip to confiſt in Ceremony, courteſies, meſ- 


nour to think with much the larger part = one 9 


and 1 no > ſmall number of the other. 1 at E A e 
„ 5 1 yy 


W a urry eden and 1 edu incl 
HE next evening Booth 2 Amen 


walk in the Park with their children. 1 
Vere now on che * W the Parade, and Bo: 


ment, where, kaving paſt another oe! in undreſſing 


at the behaviour of Mrs James, than was "Amelie | 


pendency on a brother, who was himſelf no better 


. ſages, and viß ts? In which opinion ſhe had the ho- 


et | 
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cap. 7. A M E L I A. A 
5 deſeribing to his wife the ſeveral buildings round it; 
when, on a ſudden, Amelia miſſing her little boy, cried. 
; gut, Where's little Billy?“ upon which Booth, caſt- 
b ing his eyes over the graſs, ſaw a foot ſoldier thaking 
8 the boy at a little diſtance. At this ſight, without 
making any anſwer to his wife, he leaped over the 

rails; and running directly up te the fellow, who had 
; a firelock with a bayonet fixed in his hand, he ſeized 
him by the collar, and tripped up his heels, and at the 
| ſame time wreſted his arms from him. A ſerjeant upon 
duty ſeeing the affray at ſome diſtance, ran preſently 
up, and. being told what had happened, gave the 
. centinel a hearty curfe, and told him he deſerved to 
| be hanged. A by-ſtander gave this information; for 
N Booth was returned with his little boy to meet Ame - 
la, who ſtaggered: towards him as faſt as ſhe could, 
all pale and breathleſs, and ſcarce able to ſupport her 
tottering limbs. The ſerjeant now came up to Booth, 
to make an apology for the behaviour ef the ſoldier, 
when of a ſudden he turned almoſt as pale as Amelia 
herſelf. He Rood: Hlent whilſt Booth was employed 
in comforting and recovering his wife; arid then ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to him, ſaid, Bleſs me! Lieutenant, 
could J imagine it had been your Honour; and was 
it my little maſter that the raſcal uſed ſo-?--I am glad 

* 1 did not know it; for I ſhould certainly have run 
* my halbert into him | A 


Booth preſently recogniſed. his old faithful ſervant 
Atkinſon, and. gave him a hearty greeting; ' ſaying, 

he was very glad to fee him in his preſent ſituation. 
Whatever I am,? anſwered the Serjeant, I ſhall al 
ways think I owe it to your Honour,” Then taking 
the little boy by the hand—he cried, © What a vatt | 
© fine young gentleman maſter is grow“ and cur- 

L ſing the ſoldier's inhumanity, ſwore heartily he would 

make him pay for it. | : Src; | 
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As Amelia was much diſordered with her fright, 
| the did not recollect her foſter-brother,. till he was 
introduced to her by Beoth; but ſhe no ſooner knew 
him, than ſhe beſtewed a molt obliging ſmile on him; 
and calling him by the name of honeſt Joe, ſaid ſhe 
was heartily glad to ſee him in ene, See, 
* my dear, cries Booth, * what preferment wor 24 


c 


* 


188 AME L I X. Bock iy 
J friend i is come to. Vou would ſearce know him 1 
believe, in his preſent ſtate of finery. I am very 
* well pleaſed to ſee it,” anſwered Aintlia,: And I wiſh 
him joy of being made an officer, with all my heart; 
In fact, from what Mr Booth ſaid, joined to the ſer: 
jeant's laced coat, ſhe- believed that he had obtained 
a commiſſion. So weak and abſurd is human vanity, 
that this miſtake of Amelia's poſſibly put poor t. 
kinſon out of countenance'; for he looked at this. in- 
ſtant more filly than he hadiever done it his life; 
and makin 
ſomething about Wit bee in a ſcarce articulate a or 
0 intelligible manner. SU 
The ſerjeant had, indeed, Ao many other gra: 
Tities, that modeſty which a Latin author honours by 
the name of ingenueus: Nature had given him this, 
notwithſtanding the meanneſs of his birth; and fix | 
years converſation in the army, had not taken z it away. 
To fay the truth, he was a noble fellow; and Amelia; 
by ſuppoſing he had a commiſſion in the guards, had 
been guilty of no affront to that honourable body. 
Booth had a real affection for Atkinſon; though i in 
fact he knew not half his merit. He acquainted him 


with his lodgings, where he earneſtlf; defired to lee 


him. | | "10631 
Amelia, Who Was far Boats being bee from 
| 10 terrors into which the ſeeing her huſband engaged 
with the ſoldier had thrown her; deſired to go home; 
nor was ſhe well able to walk:-without {oi ome aſſiſtance. 
While ſhe ſupported herſelf, therefore, on her huſ- 
band's arm, ſhe told Atkinſon, ſhe fhould be obliged 
to him, if he would take care of the children. "He 
readily accepted the office; but, upon offering his 
hand to Miſs, ſhe refuſed, and burſt into tears, Upon 
which the tender mother reſigned Booth to her chib | 
dren, and put herſelf under the ſerjeant's protection; 
ho conducted her ſafe home, though ſhe often de- 
elared ſhe feared ſhe ſhould: drop down by the way: 
The fear of which ſo affected the ſerjeant, (for beſides, 
the honour which he himſelf had for the lady, be 
knew how tenderly his friend loved her) chat he was 
unable to ſpeak; and had not his nerves been 


5 ir ongly braced. that nothing could es _ * 4 


* 


PX 


her a molt reſpectful bow, uttered | 


Chap. 2 4 u E LI A 15 


equalty with the lady. e 


When they arriyed at the lodgings, the miſtreſs of 
the houſe opened the door, who, ſeeing Amelia's con- 
dition, threw open the parlour, and begged her to. 
walk in; upon which the immediately flung. herſelf 
into a chair; and all preſent thought ſhe would have 
WH fainted away However ſhe eſcaped that milery, and 
" WH having drank a glaſs of water with a little white wine 
mixed in it, ſhe began, in a little time, to regain her 
complexion 3; and at length aſſured Booth that the was 
perfectly recovered but declared ſhe had never under - 
gone ſo much, and earneſtly begged him never to be 
ſo raſh for the future. She then called her little boy, 
and gently chid him; ſaying, You muſt never do ſo 
© more, Billy; you ſee what miſchief you might have 
brought upon your father; and what you have made 
me ſuffer.“ La! Mamma, ſaid the child, what 
harm did I do? I did not know that people might 
not Walk in the green fields in London. I am ſure 
« it did a fault, the man puniſhed me enough for it 
for he pinched me almoſt through my ſlender arm.“ 
He then bared his little arm, which was greatly diſ- 
coloured by the injury it had received Booth utter: 
ed a moſt dreadful execration at this gh; and the. 
ſerjeant, whe. wüs new preſent, did the like. 

Atkinſon now returned to his guard, and went di- 
rect] y to the officer to acquaint/him with the ſoldier's. 
inhumanity; but he, who was about fifteen. years of, 
age, gave the ſerjeant a hearty curſe, and ſaid, the ſols 
dier had done very well; for that idle boys ought to 1 
be corrected. , This however did not ſatisfy poor At-. 
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kinſon, who the next day, as ſoon as the guard was 


relieved, beat the fellow moſt unmercifully, and told ] 
kim, he would remember him as long as he ſtayed in 
the regimanmZ.x 22» „ rad ot og ue ale} 

Thus ended this trifling adventure, which ſome rea- 
ders will, perhaps, be- pleaſed with ſeeing related at 

tull- length. None, I think, can fail drawing one. 
obſervation from it; namely, how capable the moſt. 
inſigniſicant accident is of diſturbing human happi-. © . 
bels, and gf: producing che maſk unexpected at 
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ful events. A reflection aten af ferye,10'm any. 
| moral and religious uſes. Fes 
This accident produced the firſt Aua d be 
tween the miſtreſs of the houſe, and her lodgers; for: 
hitherto they had ſcarce exchanged a word together; 
But the great concern which the good woman had 
ſhewn on Amelia's account at this tine; was not like. 
ly to paſs unobſerved or unthanked either by the huſ- 
band or wife. Amelia therefore, as ſoon as-ſhe was 
able to go up ſtairs, invited Mrs Elliſon (for thatwas: 
her name) to her apartment, and defired the favour 


ef her ſtay to ſupper. She readily complied ; And: 
they paſſed a very agreeable evening together, in. 


- which the two women ſeemed to have ban ie a n 
extraordinary liking to each other. 
Though beauty in general doth not greatly r recom- 


mend one woman to another, as it is too apt to create- 


envy; yet, in caſes where this paſſion does nat iater - 


ſere, a fine woman is often a pleaſing object even to 


ſome of her own ſex; eſpecially when her beauty'is 
attended with a certain uir of affability, as was that 
of Amelia in the higheſt degree. She was, indeed; a. 


moſt charming woman; and I know not whether the 


little ſcar on her noſe did not ae add: to, than di 
' miniſh her beauty. 


Mrs Ellifon thetefane: was as ts cha: 1 


the lovelineſs of her fair lodger, as with all her other 
engaging qualities. She was, indeed, ſo taken witlt 
Amelia's beauty, that ſhe could not refrain from ery- 
ing ont in a kind of tranſport of admiration," * Upon 
my word, Captain Booth, you are the happieſt man 


in the world; Your lady is ſo extremely e 


Y * that one cannot boek at her without pleaſure: 

This good woman herſelf had none of theſe attyac: 
the charms to the eye. Her perſon: was ſhort, and 
immoderately fat; her features were none of the molt 
regular; and her complexion (if indeed ſhe ever hag 
a good one) had conſiderably ſuffered by time. 


Her good humour and coniplaiſance, however, 1 


highly pleaſing to Amelia. Nay, why ſhould we con- 


ceal the ſecret ſatisfafion hich that lady felt from 
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F 0 RTN | GH T had now omit Rates Booth 

had ſeen or heard from the Colonel; which 
ki not a little ſurpriſe him, as they had parted ſo 
good friends, and as he had ſo cordially undertaken 
his cauſe concerning the memorial, on which all as | 
hopes depended... 

The uneaſineſs which this gave Jin, bn en- | 
creaſed on finding chat his friend refuſed to ſee him: f 
for he had paid the Colonel a viſit at nine in the. 4 
morning, and was told he was not ſtirring; and at 
his return back an hour afterwards, the ſervant faid =. - | 
his maſter was. gone? ont; of which Booth was certain 
- of. the faliehood : for he WEE during that whole hour, 
walked backwards and forwards within ſight ef the 
Colonel's door, and muſt have ſeen hic, if he had 
gone out within that time. 

The good Colonel however did not Jang ſuler ks 
friend to continue in the deplorable ſtate of anxiety; 
for the very next morning Booth received his memo- 
rial incloſed in a letter, acquainting him that Me 
James had mentioned his affair to the perſon he pro- 
pokd ;. but that the great man had ſo many engage- 
ments on his hands, that it was impoſſible oe Nin o 
male any further promiſes at this time. | 

The cold and diſtant ſtile of this letter, and Sa Very 5 
the whole behaviour of James, fo different from what . |, 
it had been formerly, had ſomething ſo myſterious i „ 
it, chat it greatly puzzled and perplexed poor Booth; 
and it was ſo long before he was able to ſolve it, that 1 
the reader's curiolity will, perhaps, be obliged to us 
for not leaving him ſo long i in the dark as to this mat 
ter. The true xeaſon then of the Colonel's conduck 
was chis: his unbounded generoſity, together with 
the unbounded extravagance, and conſequently the 
great neceſſity of Miſs Matthews, had at length over- 
come the cruelty of that lady, with whom he likewiſe 
had neben no a el. e all, the deſire of being 
| rereng ged 
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392 A uE TL A. Hook Wi? | 
revenged on Booth, with whom ſhe was to the ki ghelt 


degree enraged, | had perhaps contributed not a Niece 
to his ſuccels : for ſhe had no ſooner condeſcended to 
a familiarity with her new lover, and- diſcovered that 
Captain James, of whom ſhe-had heard fo much from 
| Booth, was no other than the identical Colonel, than 


The employed every art of which ſhe was miſtreſs, to. 


make an utter breach of friendſhip between theſe two, 
For this purpoſe ſhe did not ſcruple to inſinuate, that 
the Colonel was not at all obliged to the character 


given of him by his friend; and to the account ol | 
this latter ſhe placed moſt of the cruelty: which a. 


had thewn to the former. 

Had the Colonel made a propier ufs of bis bead 
and fairly examined the probability of the fact, he 

could ſcarce have been impoſed upon to believe a 

matter ſo inconſiſtent with all he knew of Booth, and 


in which that gentleman muſt have ſinned againſt all | 


the laws of honour without any viſible tempration; 


But, in folemn fact, the Colonel was ſo intoxicated 


with his love, chat it was in the power of his miſtreſz 
to have perſuaded him of any thing; beſides, he had 


an intereſt in giving her credit: for he was not a little 


pleaſed with finding a reaſon for hating the man, 
whom he could not help hating without reaſon, at 
leaſt, without any which he durſt fairly aflign, even 
to himſelf. Henceforth therefore he abandoned al 


friendſhip for Booth, and was more inclined to put 


him out of the world, than to endeavour any! Þ net 
at ſupporting him in it. . 
Booth communicated this lens to his te who 
endeavoured, as uſual, to the utmoſt of her power, to 
conſole him under one of the greateſt afſlictions, which, 
I think, can befal a man, namely, the unkindneſs of 
a friend; but he had luckily at the ſame time the 
cateſt bleff ing in his poſſeſſion, the kindneſs of a 
fal ichful and beloved wife. A bleſſing however, Which, 
though it compenſates moſt of the evils of life, ra- 
ther ſerves to aggravate the misfortune of diſtreſſed 
circumſtances, 25 rom the cen of the ſhare 


Which ſhe is to bear in them. 
This afternoon Amelia 6 a pond viſit 3 
Mrs Elliſon, who acquainted her that ſhe bao wp 
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ſent of a ticket for che oratorio, which would carry 
two perſons into the gallery; and therefore TO : 
the favour of her company thither. * 

Amelia with many thanks acknowledged the civi- 
lity of Mrs Elliſon, but declined accepting her offer; 
upon which, Booth very ſ{trenuouſly infiited on her 
.going, and ſaid to her, My dear, if you knew tlie 
« ſatisfaction I have in any of your pleaſures, I am 
convinced you would not refuſe the'favour Mrs El- 
< liſon is ſo kind to offer yon; for as you are a lover 
of muſic, you, who have never been at an oratorio, 
cannot conceive how you will be delighted.” I well 
know your goodneſs, my dear,” anfwered Amelia, 


ih EE Aires ata tw 


but I cannot think of leaving my children without 

0 ſome perſon more proper to take care of them than 

1 « this poor girl? Mrs Ellifon removed, this objec- 

| | tion, by offering her own ſervant, a very diſcreet ma- 

1 tron, to attend them; but notwithſtanding this, and 

F all i.e could ſay, with the aſſiſtance of Booth, and of 

d the children themſelves, Amelia ſtill perſiſted in her 

5 refuſal; and the miſtreſs of the houſe, who knew hoW)--- 
d ſar good breeding allows perſons to be preſſing on 
le theſe occaſions, took her leave. | 
8 She was no ſooner departed, than Amelia, locking 

at tenderly on her huſband, ſaid, How can you, my 

en dear creature, think that malic hath any charms for 

all me at this time Or indeed do you believe that I am 
ut capable of any ſenſation worthy: the name of plea - 

ef < ture, when neither you nor my children are preſent, | 
1 & bear any part of it?? 1 

ho An officer of the regiment 70 Which Booth had for- 71 
i” ; merly belonged, Hearings from atkinfon where he | 
ch, lodged, now came to pay him a viſit. He told him 
; of that ſeveral of of their old acquaintance were to meet the 
the next Wedneſday at a tavern, and very. ſtrongly preſſed 


him to be one of the company Booth was, in truth, 
what is called a heartyfellow, and loved now and chen 
to take a chearful glaſs with his friends; but he ex- 
cuſed himſelf at this time. His friend declared he 
would take no denial, and he growing very importu- 
nate, Amelia at length ſeconded him. Upon this 


om | Booth anſwered, „Well, my dear, ſince you deſire 
wee me I will comply, but on one cond 8 that n 
ent Nor 1 8 E 


* go. 
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this requeſt reaſonable enough, and gave her conſent; 


of which Mrs Elliſon n received the nee and 


with great ſatisfaction. 

It may, perhaps, be aſked why Booth would: 8⁰ to 
the tavern, and not to the oratorio with his wife; In 
truth then, the tavern was within hallowed ground, 
that is to ſay, in the verge” of the court; for of fire 
officers that were to meet there, three, belides Bo 


were confined to that air, which hath been Aan 


found extremely wholeſome to a broken military con- 
ſtitution. And here, if the good reader will pardon 
the pun, he will ſcarce be offended at the obſervation; 
ſince, how is it poſſible that, without running in debt 


any perſon ſhould maintain the dreſs and appearance 


of a gentleman, whoſe income is not half ſo good as 
that of a porter? it is true, that this allowance, ſmall 


as it is, is a. great expence to the public; but if ſe. 


veral more unneceſſary charges were ſpared, the public 


might, perhaps, bear a little encreaſe of this without 


much feeling it. They would not, I am ſure, have 


equal reaſon to complain at contributing to the main 
tenance of a ſet of brave fellows, who, at the hazard 
of their health, their limbs, and their lives, hare 


maintained the ſafety and honour of their country 
as when they find themſelves taxed to the ſupport . 
a ſet of drones, who have not the leaſt merit or claim 
to their favour; and who, without contributing in an 
manner to the good of the hive, live een on ihe 
ee of che induſtrious bee. 1 
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1s which 1 with her friend, ger to 1h Orateris | 


OT HIN happened between 455 Mond, 
and the Wedneſday worthy a place in this hiltory. 


Upon the evening of che latter, the two ladies went to 


the oratorio, and were there time enough to get a firſt 
row in the gallery. Indeed there was only one per- 


ſon in the houſe when they came: for Amelia's incl. 
nations, when ſhe gave a looſe to them, were prett) 


eager for this diverſion, ſhe being a great lover of 


N ate and Ca * 100 Hadi. com on. | 


go at che fame time tothe oratorio. Amelia thought 
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Mrs Elliſon was, I ſappoſe, a great lover likewiſe of 
muſic, for ſhe was the more impatient of the two; _ 
which was rather the more extraordinary, as theſe en- 
tertainments were not ſuch novelties to her as they 

were to poor eee 8 
Though our ladies arrived full two hours before 


they ſaw the back of Mr Handel; yet this time of 


expectation did not hang extremely heavy on their 
hands; for befides their own chat, they had the com- 
pany of a gentleman, whom they found at their firſt 
arrival in the gallery; and who, though plainly, or 
rather roughly dreſled, very luckily for the women 
happened to be not only well-bred, but a perſon of very - 
lively converſation. The gentleman on his part ſeemed 


highly charmed with Amelia, and in fact was ſo; - 


for, though he reſtrained himſelf entirely within the 
rules of good-breeding, yet was he in the higheſt de- 
gree officious to catch at every opportunity of ſhewing 
his reſpect, and doing her little ſervices. He pro- 


| cured her a book and Wax candle, and held the candle 


for her himſelf during the whole entertainment. 
At the end of the oratorio, he declared he would 

not leave the ladies till he had feen them ſafe into their 
chairs or coach; and at the ſame time very earneſtly 
entreated that he might have the honour of waiting 
ou them. Upon which Mrs Elliſon, who was a very 
good-humoured woman; anſwered, Ay, ſure, Sir, if 
* you pleaſe; you have been very obliging to us; and 
da diſh of tea ſhall be at : your ſervice at any time; 
and then told him where ſhe live.. 
The ladies were no ſooner ſeated in their hackney- 


coach, than Mrs Elliſon burſt into a loud laughter, N 
and cried, ©. Pl be hanged, Madam, if you have not 


made a conqueſt to-night; and what is very plea- 
ſant, I believe the poor gentleman takes you for a 
ſingle lady.“ Nay,” aufwered Amelia very grave- - 


ly. © I proteſt 1 began to think at laſt he was rather 


too particular, though he did not venture at a word. 


* that I could be offended at; but if you fancy aux 


* ſuck thing, I am ſorry you invited him to drink tea.” 
Why ſo?” replied Mrs Elliſon, * Are you angry 
with a man for liking you ? if you are, you will be 


angry with almoſt every man that fees you. UI 
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one of the gayeſt women in the world, repeated the 
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ſaid Amelia, to ſuſpect the contrary of abundanceof 


my misfortune to drag on à heavy chain about 
8 od 45 - ; 6 „ 223 | 95 « en 
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as a man myſelf, I declare I ſhould be in the num- < 
ber of your admirers. Poor gentleman! I pity him * 

_ © heartily; he little knows that you have not a heart 5 
to diſpoſe of. For my own part, I ſhould not be 

* ſurpriſed at ſeeing a ſerious propoſal of marriage: WM A 
for I am convinced he is a man of fortune, not on- 6 

* ly by the politeneſs of his addreſs,” but by the fine: 6 

< nels of his linen, and that valuable diamond - ringon Wl © 
his finger. But you will ſee more of him when he 
comes to tea.” Indeed I ſhall not, anſwered Ame⸗ B 


lia, © though I believe you only rally me; I hope yon e) 


have a better opinion of me, than to think I would d 
* go willingly into che company of a man who had 
an improper liking for me.“ Mrs Elliſon, who was. 


words, improper liking, with a laugh; and eried, 
My dear Mrs Booth, believe me, you are too hand- 
ſome and too good-humoured for a prude. How 
can you affect being offended at what I am convinced 
is the greateſt pleaſure of womankind, and chieſyl 
believe of us virtuous women? for, I aſſure you, not. 
withſtanding my gaiety, I am as virtuous as any 
prude in Europe.“ Far be it from me, Madam, 


women, who indulge themſelves in much greater Wl < 
« freedoms than I ſhould take, or have any pleàſure in : 
taking: for I ſolemnly proteſt, if I know my own Wl 
heart, the liking of all men, but of one, is a mat- 6 
© ter quite indifferent to me or rather would be highly Wl © 
diſagreeable.“ FFF 
This diſcourſe brought them home, where Amelia Wl * 
finding her children afleep, and her huſband not re. 
turned, invited her companion to partake of her home - 
ly fare, and down they ſat to ſupper together. The By 
clock ſtruck twelve; and no news being arrived of 
Booth, Mrs Eltiſon began to expreſs ſome aſtoniſh? : 
ment at his ſtay, whence ſhe launched into à general . 
reflection on huſbands, and ſoon paſt to ſore particulat Wl _ 
invectives on her own. Ah, my dear Madam, fays 
ſhe, © I know the preſent ſtate of your mind by what 8 
© I have myſelf often felt formerly. I am no ſtranger i * 
to the melancholy tone of a midnight clock.” nas 2 


4 


teen years, with a ſottiſh yoke- fellow. But how can 


I wonder at my fate, ſince I ſee even your ſuperior - 
« charms cannot confine a huſband from the bewitch- 
6 ing pleaſures of a bottle?ꝰ Indeed, Madam, ſays 
Amelia, I have no reaſon to complain, Mr Booth 19 
one of the ſebereſt of men; but now and then to 


« ſpend a late Hour with his friend, is, Ithink, highly _ 


excuſable. O, no doubt,” eries: Mrs Elliſon, if 
he can excuſe himſelf; but if I was a man. Here 
Booth came in and interrupted the diſceurſe. Amehia's: - 
eyes flaſhed with joy the moment he appeared; and he 
diſcovered no leſs pleaſure in ſeeing hen. His ſpirits 
were indeed à little elevated with wine, ſo as to 
heighten his goed Rumour, without in the leaſt difor- 
dering his underſtanding, and made him ſuch delight- 
ful company, that though it waspalt one in the morn- 
ing, neither his wife, nor Mrs Elliſon, thought of 
their beds during a whole hour. 
Early the next morning the ſerjeant came to Mr 

Booth's lodgings, and with a melancholy countenance 
acquainted him, that he had been the night, before at 
an ale-houſe,. where he heard ene Mr Murphy an at- 

| torney declare, that he would get a warrant backed 
againſt one Captain Boot at the next board of green- 
cloth. © I hope, Sir, ſaid he, © your honour will 


* pardon me; but by what he ſaid;. I was afraid he + 


meant your honour; and therefore n WW 
* duty to tell you; for I knew the ſame thing happen 

to a gentleman here thanther dye | 
| Booth gaye Mr Atkinſon many thanks for his in? 
formation. © I doubt net, ſaid he, but Fam the 
* perſon meant; for it wouldibe fooliſh in me to deny: | 


that I am liable to apprehenſions of that ſort.? + 1 DO 


hope, Sir,” ſaid the ſerjeant, your honour will ſoon 
* have reaſon! to fear no man living; but in the mean 
time, if any aceident ſhould. happen, my bail is ar 
Jour ſervice as far as it will go; and I am a houſe- 
* keeper, and can ſwear myſelf worth one hundred 
pound. Which hearty and friendly declaration re- 
ceived all thoſe acknowledgments from Booth Which 
it really deferred. ... 
Ihe poor gentleman was greatly alarmed: at this 
neus; but he was altogether as much ſurprizadar 
; wy *3. _ :. _., e_ 
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| Murphy" $ weve the attorney Rn” aw 3 
all his debts, except only to Captain James, arvſe in 
the country, where he did not know that Mr Murphy 
had any acquaintance. However, he made no doubt 
that he was the perſon intended, and reſolved to re. 
main a cloſe priſoner in his own lodgings, till he ſaw 
the event of a propoſal which had been made him the 
evening before at the tavern, where an honeſt gentle⸗ 
man, who had a poſt under the government, and who. 
was one of the company, had promiſed to ſerve him 
with the ſecretary at war, telling him, that he made 
no doubt of procuring him whole pay in a regiment 
abroad, which in his preſent circumſtances. was very 
highly worth his acceptance; when indeed that; and 
a goal, ſeemed to be the only alternatives that offered 
themſelves to his choice. 
Mr Booth and his lady ſpent that afternoon with 
Mrs Elliſon. An incident which we ſhould ſcarce 
have mentioned, had it not been that Amelia gave, 
on this occaſion, an inſtance of that prudence. which 
ſhould never be off its guard in married women of de- 
licacy: for before ſhe would conſent to drink tea with 
Mrs Elliſon, ſhe made conditions, that the gentle: 
man who had met them at the oratorio ſhauld not be let 
in. Indeed this circumſpection proved unneceſſary in 
the preſent inſtance; for no ſuch viſitor ever came; 2 
circumſtance which gave great content to Amelia: Fot 
that lady had been a little uneaſy at the raillery of 
Mrs Elliſon, and had upos reflection magnified every 
little: compliment made her, and every little civility 
the wen her by the unknown gentleman}, far beyond the 
truth. Theſe imaginations now all ſubſided again; 
and ſhe imputed all that Mrs Elliſon had ſaid, either 
to raillery or miſtake, 

A young lady made fads with n wh, 
and like wile ſtayed the whole evening. Her name 
was Bennet. She was about the age of five and twen- 
2 but ſickneſs had given her an older look, and had 
à good deal diminiihed her beauty; of which young | 

as the was, the plainly appeared to have only the re- 
mains in her preſent poſſeſſion. She was in oe par 
_  kicular the very reverſe of Mrs Elliſon, being alto 

5 * as remarkably grave as the otlite: W * 
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Chap. 9 AME LE TA 199 
This gravity was not however attended with any ſour- 
neſs of temper: on the contrary, the had much ſweet - 
neſs in her countenance, and was perfectly well bred. 
In ſhort, Amelia imputed her grave deportment to- 
her ill health, and began to entertain a compaſſion for 
her, which in good minds, that is to ſay, in minds ca- 
pable of compaſſion, is certain to introduce ſome little 
degree of love or friendſhip. f. 
Amelia was in ſhort ſe pleaſed with the converſa- 
tion of this lady, that, though a woman of no imper- 
tinent curioſity, ſhe could not help taking the firſt op- 


portunity of enquiring who ſhe was. Mrs Elliſon 


ſaid, that ſhe was an unhappy lady, who had married 
a young clergyman. for love, who, dying of a con- 
ſumption, had left her a widow in very indifferent 
circumitances. This account made Amelia ſtill pity 
her more, and conſequently added to the liking which 
ſne had already conceived for her. Amelia therefore 
deſired Mrs. Ellifon to bring her acquainted with 
Mitreſs Bennet, and ſaid ſhe would go any day with 
her to make that lady a viſit. There need be nd 
ceremony, cried Mrs Elliſon; © ſhe is a' womart 
of no form: and as I ſaw plainly ſhe was extremely 
* pleaſed with Mrs Bootly, I am convinced I can 
bring her to drink tea with you any afternoon you. 


8 © pleaſos | 5 


The two next days Booth continued” at home, 
highly to the ſatisfaction of his Amelia, who really 
knew no happineſs out of* his company, not ſcarce- 
any miſery in it. She had, indeed, at all times ſo 
much of his company when in his power, that ſne 
had no occaſion t aſſign any particular reaſon for his 
tying with her, and eonſequently it could” give her 
no cauſe of ſuſpicion. The Saturday one of her chił- 
dren was a little diĩſordered with æ feyerith eomplaint, 
which confined her to here reom, and prevented her 
drinking tea in the aſternoon with her huſband in 
Mrs Elliſon's apartment, where a noble lord, a couſin 
of Mrs Elliſon's, happened to be preſent : for though 
that lady was reduced in her circumſtances, and 
obliged to let out part of her houfe in lodgings, the 
was born of a good family, and had'fome conſiders 7 
I relation gg a OR 
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His Lordſhip was not himſelf in any office of ſtate; 
but his fortune gave him great authority with thoſs 
who were. Mrs Elliſon, therefore, very bluntly took: 
an opportunity of recommending Booth to his con- 

 fideration. She took the firſt hint from my Lord's 
calling the gentleman Captain - To which ſhe anſwer- 
ed----* Ay, I wiſttr your Lordſhip would: make him ſo; 
lt would be but an act of juſtice, and I know it is 
in your power to do much greater things.“ She 
then mentioned Booth's ſervices, and the wounds he 
had received at the ſiege, of which ſhe had heard a 
T faithful account of Amelia.----Booth bluſhed;-and was 
as filent as a young virgin at the hearing her own 
praiſes. His Lordſhip anſwered, * Ceuſin-Elliſon, you 
knew you may command my intereſt ;. nay, I ſhalh 
have a pleaſure in ſerying one of Mr Booth's cha- 
racer; for my part, I think merit in all capacities 
ought to be; encouraged ; but I know the miniſtry 
are greatly peſtered with: ſolicitatiens at this time. 
However, Mr Boeth may be aſſured- I will take the 
« firſt opportunity; and; in the mean time, I ſhalt 

be glad of ſeeing him any morning he pleaſes. 

For all theſe declarations, Beoth was not wanting in 
acknowledgments to the generous peer, any more thar 

he was in ſecret gratitude to the lady, who had ſhewu 

ſo friendly and uncommon a zeal in his favou.. 
The reader, when he knows the character of this 
nobleman, may, perhaps, conclude that his ſeeing 
Booth alone was a lucky circumſtance; for he was fo 
paſſionate an admirer of women, that he could ſcarce 

have eſcaped the attraction of Amelia's beauty. And 

few men, as I have obſerved, have fuch diſintereſted} 

, generoſity as to ſerve a huſband the better, becauſe 
they are in love with his wife, unleſs ſhe will conde- 
ſcend to pay a price beyond the reach of a-yirtuous' 
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In which the reader will meet with an old acquaintances 


OOTH's affairs were putting on a better aſpect 
B than they had ever worn before, and he was will- 
ing to make uſe of the opportunity. of one day in ſe- 
ven to taſte the freſh. air. 


At nine in the morning he went to pay a viſit tg 
bis old friend Colenet James, reſolving,” if poſſihle, 
to have a full explanation of that behaviour which 
appeared to him ſa myſterious; but the Colonel was. 


as inacceſſible as the belt defended fortreſs; and. it 
was as impoſſible for Booth to paſs beyond his entry, as 


the Spaniards found it to take Gibraltar. He recei: 
ved the uſual anſwers: firſt, that the Colonel was nor 
firring, and an hour after that he was gone aut... All 
that he got by aſking further queſtions was only to re- 
ceive ſtill ruder and ruder anſwers; by which, if he 
had been very ſagacious, he might have been ſatisfied 
bow little worth his while it was to deſire to go in; 
tor the porter at a great manꝰs door, is a kind of ther- 
mometer, by which. you may .diſcavxer. the warmth 
or coldneſs of his maſter's friendſhip... Nay, in the 
higheſt ſtation of all, as the great man himlelf hath 
his different kinds of ſalutation, from an hearty em- 
brace with a kiſs, and my dear Lord, or dear Sir 
Charles, down to, well Mr what would you have me: 
do? ſo the porter, to ſome bows. with reſpect, to others 
with a ſmile, to ſome he bows more, to others leſs: 


bow, to others not at all. Some he juſt lets in, and 


others 


m u „ 1 


others he juſt ſhuts out. And in all this they ſo e | 
correſpond, that one would be inclined to think that 


the great man and his porter had compared their lifts 


together; and like two actors concerned to ac dif. | 
ferent parts in the ſame ſcene, had rehearſed their 


parts privately together, before they wean to ber. 
form in public. 


Though Booth did Botz perhaps, PIs the with 
matter in this juſt light, for that in reality it is; yet 


he was diſcerning enough to.conelude-from the bela. 
viour of the ſervant, eſpecially when he conſidered 


that of the maſter likewiſe, that he had entirely loſt 
the friend{hip of James; and this conviction gave him 


a a concern, that not only the flattering proſpect of his 


Lordthip's favour was not able to compenſate, but 


which even obliterated, and made him tor a While 
forget, the ſituation in which he had left his Ame. 
lia; and he wandered about, almoſt two hours, ſcarce 


knowing where he went, till at laſt he dropped into 
CL. coffechouſe near St James 85 Where he fat ae 
| He had warte 4 his diſh of IR before he 
Aer e young officer of the guardb cry to another, 
Od, dn me, Jack, here he comes here's old ho- 
© nour and dignity, faith!“ Upon which, he fawa 
chair open, and out iſſued a moſt ere& and ſtately | 
figure indeed, with a vaſt Gy ig on his head, and 
a vaſt hat under his arm. This auguſt perſonage, 
having entered the room, walked directly up to the 
upper end, where having paid his reſpects to all pre- 


ſent of any note, to each according to ſeniority, heat 


| laſt caſt his eyes on Booth, and very civilly, though! 


ſomewhat coldly, afked him how he did. 

Booth, who had long recogniſed) the features of his 
old acquaintance Major Bath, returned the compli 
ment with a very low bew); but did not venture t0 
make the firſt advance to familiarity, as he was truly 
poſſeſſed of that quality which the Greeks conſidered 


in the bigheſt hght of honour, and which we zem 


modeſty ; though indeed, neither ours nor the Latin 


He, hath any word adequate ti to the idea of the] 
- © | j 
The Colond, aſter having ain rgec | himſelf of 
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two or three articles of news, and made his comments 
upon them, when the next chair to him became va- 
cant, called upon Booth to fill it. He then aſked him 
ſeyeral queſtions relating to his affairs; and, when he 
heard he was out of the army, adviſed dun earneſtly 
to uſe all means to get in again, ſaying, that he was 
a pretty lad, and they muſt not Joſe him. ; 
Booth told him in a whiſper, that he had a great | 
deal to ſay to him on that ſubjeR, if they were in a 
more private place: upon this, the Colonel propoſed 
a walk in the Park, which the other readily accepted. 
During their walk, Booth opened his heart, and 
among other matters acdtiaited Colonel Bath, that he «3 
feared he had loſt the friendſhip of Colonel James; 
« though I am not,” ſaid he, conſcious of having 
done the leaſt thing to deſerve it. 
Bath anſwered, * Yow are en miſtaken, Mr 
Booth. I have indeed ſcarce ſeen my brother ſince 
© my coming to town; for I have been here but 
two days; however, I am convinced he is a man of 
too nice honour. to do any thing inconſiſtent with _ 
re he the true dignity of a gentleman. Booth anſwered, © 
He was far from accuſing him of- any thing diſho- 
nourable.— Den me, ſaid Bath, if there is a man 


ſaw 2 alive can, or dare accuſe him: if you have the leaſt 
tately WH reaſon to take any thing ill, why don't you go to 
and him? you are a gentleman, aad his-rank doth not 
nage, protect him from giving you ſatisfaQtion.* ** The 
to the affair is not of any ſuch kind, fays Booth, I have 
pre WY great obligations to the Colonel, and have more 
"heat WY reaſon to lament, than complain; and if I could but 


* ſee him, I am convinced I ſhould have no cauſe for 
either; but I cannot get within his houſe; it was 4 


ere but an hour ago, a ſervant of his turned me rudely 
ompli- Will from the door. Did a fervant of my brother uſe 
ure ic you rudely ?? ſaid the Colonel with the utmoſt gra- 
« trurity. I do not know, Sir, in what light you ſee ſuch 
gdered * things; ; but to me, the affront of a ſervant is We. 
- zern WY affront of the maſter; and if he doth not imme- 
diately puniſh it, by all the di gnĩity of a man; 1 


would fee the maſter's noſe 8 my fingers. 
Booth offered to explain, but to no purpoſe; the e * 
lonel was s got into his _ 2 mpoſſibl 15 
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take him down, nay, it was as much as Booth could 
poſſibly do to part with him without an actual quarrel; 


nor would he, perhaps, have been able to have. ac | 
gomplithed it, had not the Colonel by accident turned 


at lait to take Booth's fide of the queſtion; and be- 


fore they ſeparated, he ſwore many oaths chat James 
& n give him proper ſatisfaction. | - 
Such was the end of this preſent interview, ſo lth 


ki the content of Booth, that he was heartily concern. 


ed he had ever wentioned a os * n mann to 


His honourable ir iend. 
eee 
In which Booth pays a v 2 7 70 the noble Lord: 


H EN that day of the week eine in which | 


Mr Booth choſe to walk abroad, he went to 


wait on the noble Peer GIN to his man invita 


tion. N 

Booth now found A very different cee wh 
this great man's porter, from what he had met with 
at his friend the Colonel's. He no ſooner told his 
name, than'the porter with a bow told him his Lord 


ſhip was at home; the door, immediately flew wide 


open; and he was conducted to an antichamber, where 
a ſervant” told him he would acquaint his Lordſlip 
with his arrival. Nor did he wait many minutes be- 
fore the ſame ſervant returned, and uſhered him to 
his Lordſhip's apartment. 

He found my Lord alone, and was este by hin 
in the moſt courteous manner imaginable. After the 
firſt ceremonials were over, his Lordſhip began in th: 
following words: © Mr Booth, do aſſure you, you 
are very much obliged to my Couſin Elliſon. She 
* hath. given you ſuch a character, that I ſhall have 


| | 8 1 In doing any thing 1 m my power to ſerve 


© you. But it will be very difficult, I am afraid, 


© to get you a rank at home. In the Welt Indies 
perhaps, or in ſome regirnent abroad, it maybe 
© more eaſy; and when I conſider your reputations 
© a foldier, I make no doubt of your readinels 0 
to any place where the ſervice of your country tbl 
call you.“ Booth anſwered, * that he was 8 
2 n 
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i) * obliged to his -Lordfhip, and aſſured him, he would. 


rel; vith great chearfulneſs attend his duty in any part 
ac. of the world. The only thing grievous in the ex- 
med change of countries, ſaid: he, in my opinion, is ta 
he: © leave thoſe I love behind me, and I am ſure, I ſhall 
unes never have a ſecond trial equal to my firſt. It was 
. « very hard, my Lord, to leave a young wife big with 


© her firſt child, and ſo affected with my abſence, that 
ern had the utmoſt reaſon to deſpair of ever ſeeing 
er tio Wl © her more. After ſuch a demonſtration of my reſo- 
Fo « Jution to ſacrifice every other conſideration to my 

duty, I hope your Lordſhip will honour me with 
ſome confidence, that I ſhall make no objection to 
7. « ſerve in any country. My dear Mr Booth,” an- 
ut ſwered the lord, you ſpeak like a ſoldier, and I 
which WI greatly honour your ſeutiments. Indeed, Town 
ent to the juſtice of your inference from the example you 


avita WI bave given: for, to quit a wife, as you ſay, in the 
© very infancy of marriage, is, I acknowledge, ſome 
with trial of reſolution,” Booth anfwered with a low 
t with WJ bow, and then, after ſome immaterial converſaticn, 
old bis his Lordſhip promiſed to ſpeak immediately to the 
n Miniſter, and appointed Mr Booth to come to him 
x: wide again on the Wedneſday, morning, that he might be 
here acquainted with his patron's ſucceſs, The poor man 
ordſki now bluſhed and loeked ſilly, till, after ſome time, he 
hb ſummoned up all his courage to his aſſiſtance, and re- 
him to ing on the other's friendſhip, he opened the whole 
affair of his circumſtances, and confeſſed that he did 
by bim not dare to ſtir from his lodgings above one day in 
frer the ſeren. His Lordſhip expreſſed great concern at this 
n in the account, and very kindly promiſed to take ſome oppor- 
ou, jou dunity of calling on him at his Couſin Elliſon's, when 
n. be he hoped, he ſaid, to bring him comfortable tidings. 
all have Booth ſoon afterwards took his leave with the moſt 
ro fer profuſe acknowledgements for ſo much goodneſs, and 
- afraid, haſtened home to-acquaint his Amelia with what had 
N Indic © greatly overjoyed him. She highly congratiijated 


maß de him on his having found ſo generous and powerful a 
ration ol end towards whom both their boſoms burnt with 
of ehe warmeſt ſentiments. of gratitude. She was not 


try: ſh however contented. till ſhe made Booth renew his 


eee - 'T RE 


« obligÞ 


| him. After i; e "I doo! ich their lite 
children to a ſcrag of mutton and ' broth, with the 


higheſt fatisfaQion, and very heartily drank his SN 
Ihip's health in a pot of porter. 
In the afternoon this happy couple, if Mes Met 61 


Vill allow me to call poor people happy, drank tea 
with Mrs Elliſon, where his Lordſhip's Praiſes: being 
again repeated by both the huſband and wife, were 


very loudly echoed by Mrs Ellifon. While they 
were here, the young lady, whom we have mention- 
ed at the end of the laſt book to have made a fourth 
at whiſt, and with whom Amelia ſeemed ſo much 
pleaſed, came in: ſhe was juſt returned to town from 


a a ſhort viſit in the country, and her preſent viſit vas 


unexpected. It was, however, very agreeable to Ame 
Jia, who liked her ſtill better upon a ſecond inter- 
view, and was reſolved to ſolicit her further ae. 
quaintance. EL) 

Mrs Bennet Rill - mincained: ſome little ont 
but was much more familiar and communicative than 


before. She appeared moreover to be as little cere- 


monious as Mrs Elliſon had reported her, and very 


* readily accepted Amelia's apology for not paying her 


the firſt viſit, and agreed to drink tea "Wu her the 
very next afternoon, - 
Whilſt the above-mentioned. eortpaity 4 fitting 


in Mrs Elliſon's parlour, Serjeant Atkinſon paſſed by 
the window, and knocked at the door, Mrs Elliſon 


no ſooner ſaw him, than ſhe faid,” Pray, Mr Booth, 
5 who is that pres; young ſerjeant? he was here 
every day laſt week, to inquire after you.” This 
was indeed a fact; the ſerjeant was apprehenſive of 
the deſign of Murphy; but as the poor fellow had 
received all his anfwers from the maid or Mrs Elliſon, 


Booth had never heard-a word of the matter. He 
was however greatly pleaſed with What he was no 


told, and burſt forth into great praiſes of the ſerjeant, 


which were ſeconded by Amelia, who added, that be 
xas her foſter · brother, and, ſhe pee one of the 
honeſteſt fellows in the world, Fe 
And Il] ſwear, cries Mrs Elliſon; E] bed aj 
3 the prettieſt—— Do, Mr Booth, deſire him to walk 
+ Ws A n a gentleman 


and! 
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quer; and poor Atkinſon would, 1 am perſuaded, have 


that dancing is the rudiment of polite education, as 


that art, are apt to diſcoder this want in their educa- 


| Joined to that of Amelia and Booth, at length diſfli- 


* 


© had rather give ſuch a man as you deſcribe a diſh 
« of tea, than any Beau Fribble of them all. 

Booth wanted no great ſolicitation, to ſhew. any, 
kind of regard to Atkinſon; and accordingly, the 
ſerjeant was uſhered in, though not without ſome 
reluctance on his fide. There is, perhaps, nothing 
more uneaſy than thoſe ſenſations which the French 
call the mauvaiſe honte, nor any more difficult to con- 


mounted a breach with leſs concern, than he ſhewed 
in walking acroſs a room before three ladies, two of 
whom were his avowed well-withers,- 
Though I do not entirely agree with the late learn- 
ed Mr Eſſex, the celebrated dancingmaſter's opinion, 


he would, I apprehend, exclude every other art and- 
ſcience; yet it is certain, that perſons whoſe fect 
have never been under the hands of the profeſſors of 


tion in every motion, nay, even when they ſtand or it 
fill, They ſeem, indeed, to be overburthened with 
limbs, which they knew not how te uſe, as if, whey 
Nature hath finiſhed her work, the dancingmaſter ſtill 
is neceſſary to put it in matjẽõꝰ,q ii Ei, 
Atkinſon was at preſent an example of this qbſerva- 
tion, which doth ſo much honour to a profeſſion for 
which I have a very high regard. He Was handſome, 
and exquiſitely well made; and yet, as he had never 
learned to dance, he made ſo aukward an appearance 
in Mrs Elliſon's parlour, that the 5 lady herſelt, 

who had invited him in, could at firſt ſcarce refrain 


. * 


from laughter at his behaviour... 7 
He had not, however, been long in the room, be- 
fore admiration of his perſon. got the better of ſuch 
rilible ideas. So. great is the advantage of beauty in 
men as well as women, and ſo ſure is this quality 
in Hy ſex of procuring ſome regard from the be 
older... Is 5 ß 
The exceeding courteous behaviour of Mrs Elliſon, 


pied the uneaſineſs of Atkinſon ;.and he gained ſuf- 
ancient confidence to tell the company ſome entertain» 
ng ſtories of accidents that had happened in the army 
„„ JJV 
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Within his knowledge: which, though cel e | 
_ pleaſed all preſent, are not however of conſequen 
N to have à place in this hiſtor. 

Mrs Elliſon was ſo! very importunate ch his 
company” to ſtay ſupper, that they all conſented. - As 
for the ſerjeant, he ſeemed to be none of the le 
welcome gueſts, She was, indeed, ſo pleaſed with 
what the had heard of him, and what ſhe'ſaw of him 
that when a little warmed with wine, for ſhe Was no 
flincher at the bottle, ſhe began to indulge ſeme free. 
doms in her diſeourſe towards him, that a little offend: 
ed Amelia's delicacy, nay, they did not ſeem tobe 
Highly reliſhed by the other lady. Though I am far 
from inſinuating that theſe exceeded: the bounds of 
decorum, or were, indeed, greater liberties-than ladies 
of the middle age, and eſpecially e e 11 . 
It allow to themſelves. 67 | 


0 H A p. II. 1 * 
Relating priveipath to the affairs of Serjeavut Axio 


. HE next day, when all the ſame connpaliy; 
| Atkinſon only excepted, aſſembled in Amelia? 
apartment, Mrs Elliſon preſently began to diſcourſt 
of him, and that in terms not only of approbation, 
| but even of affection. She called him her Clever ſer: 
jeant, and her dear ſerjeant, repeated often that he 
was the prettieſt fellow in the army, and ſud; it 
was a thouſand pities he had. not a commiſſion; for 
that, if he had, ſhe was ſure he would become 2 
general. | 
I am of your opinion, ada teat Booth; 
and he hath got one hundred pound of his own al. 
ready: if he could find a wife now to help him to 
two or three hundred more, I think he might eafily | 
get a commiſfion in a marching regiment ; for Fam 
convinced there is no colonel in the army would 
refuſe him.” 

© Refuſe him indeed!“ mid Mrs Elliſon 3 1 no, He 
would be a very pretty colonel that did. And upon 
© my honour, I believe there are very few Ladies who 
* would refuſe him, if he had but a proper op 
tunity of * l * colonef ar . 
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« lady both would be better off, than with one os 


© thoſe pretty maſters that I ſee walking about, and 


« dragging their long ſwords after them, when they 
« ſhould rather drag their leading- ſtrings. 
Well ſaid,” cries Booth, and ſpoken like a wo- 
man of ſpirit. Indeed, I believe they would be 
both better e y onus. 7 
True, Captain,” anſwered: Mrs Elliſon, -* I would 
rather leave the two firſt ſyllables out of the word 
« gentleman, than the laſt.” e 
Nay, I aſſure you, replied Booth, there is not 
© a quieter creature in the world. Though the fel- 


© low hath the bravery of a lion, he hath the meex- 


neſs of a lamb. I can tell you ſtories enow of that 
© kind, and ſo can my dear Amelia when he was a 

O, if the match flicks there, cries Amelia, L 
« poſitively will not ſpoil his fortune by my ſilence. 
] can anſwer for him from his infancy, that he was 


© one of the beſt-natured- lads in the world. I will . | 


tell you a ſtory or two of him, the truth of which 
] can teſtify from my own knowledge. When he 


| © was but fix years old, he was at play with me at 


my mother's houſe, and a great pointing-dog bit 
him through the leg. The poor lad, in the midſt 
© of the anguiſh of his wound, declared he was. over- 


* joyed it had not happened to. Miſs, (fer the ſame dog 


had juſt before ſnappedat me, and my petticoats 


had been my defence.) Another inſtance of his 


* goodneſs, which greatly recommended him to my 


father, and which I have loved him for ever fince, - 


was this: my father was a great lover of birds, and 
* ſtriftly forbad the ſpoiling of their neſts. Poor Joe 


* was one day caught upon a tree, and being eon- 
* cluded guilty, was ſeverely laſhed for it; but it was 


* afterwards-diſcovered that another boy, a friend of 


'£ Joe's, had robbed the neſt of its young ones, and fi 
poor Joe had climbed the tree in order to reſtore 


them, notwithſtanding which, he ſubmitted: to the 


© puniſhment, rather than be would impeach his com- 


* panion, But, if theſe ſtories appear childiſh and 


* trifling, the duty and kindneſs he hath ſhewn to 
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© his mother, muſt recommend him to every one. 
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Ever fince he hath been fifteen years old; he hath 
more than half ſupported her; and when my bro. 
ther died, I remember particularly, Joe, at his de- 
ſire, for hay was much: his favourite, had one of his 
2 ſuits given him; but, inſtead. of his becoming finer 
on that occaſion, another young fellow came to 
* church in my brother's cloaths, and my old nurſe 
© appeared the ſame Sunday in a new gown, which 


© her ſon had purchaſed for her with the! _ ol tis 


. legacy. 

Well, I proteſt, he is a very worthy: creature, 
faid Mrs Bennet. 

Hie is a charming fellow,” cries: Mrs. Elba, — 
© but then the name of ſerjeant, Captain Booth, 
there, as the play ſays, my —_— ach me 5 of 
2:46 again.” 

* And whatſoever the ſages charge on pride; BE 
„The angels fall, and twenty other good faults be- 
„ Hae. 

On earth I'm ſure—T'm ee m4, 
Pride ſaves man, and our ſex too from alling. 


| Here a footman's rap at the door ſhook the room; 
Upon which, Mrs Elliſon running to the window, 


cried out, Let me die if it is not my Lord; whatſhall 


I do? I muſt be at home to him: but ſuppoſe he 
5: ſhould enquire for you, Captain, what Gall 1 ys ? or 
© will you go down with me?? A 
The company were in ſome a a at this in- 
ſtant, and before they had agreed on any thing, 
Booth's little girl came running inte the room, and 
faid, © There was a prodigious great gentlernan comin 
up ſtairs.” She was immediately followed by his 
Lord{hip, who, as he knew Booth mult be at home, 
- male very little or no enquiry at the door. 
Amelia was taken ſomewhat at a ſurpriſe; but hs 


was too polite to ſhew- much confuſion :| for though | 


ſhe knew nothing of the town, ſhe had had a genteel 


education, and kept the beſt company the country- 


afforded. The ceremonies thereivre June: as an 
and they all ſat down. - 
His Lordſhip ſoon addreſſed birnen to Dann 42 
2 be L have what 1 ns — neus for you, el 
40 
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could not delay giving myſelf the pleaſure of com- 
municating it to you. I have mentioned your affair 
where I promiſed you, and I have no doubt of my 
« ſucceſs. One may eaſily perceive, you know, from 
the manner off people's behaving upon ſuch occas 


ſions; and indeed, when I related your caſe; I 
found there was much inclination to ſerve you. Great 


men, Mr Booth, muſt do things in their own time; 
but I think you may depend on . ſomething 
done very ſoon.” 

Booth: made many acknowledgments for his Lord- 
ſhip's goodneſs, and now a ſecond time paid all the 
. which would: have been due; even had the fas 
vour been obtained. This art of promiſing, is the 


economy of a great man's pride, a ſort of good huſt 


bandry in conferring favours, by which they receive 
ten-fold in acknowledgments for every obligation, 


I mean among thoſe who really intend the ſervice 


for there are others who cheat poor men of their 
thanks, witheits ever a to deſerve . at 
Al. | 
This matter: beser falliciently: diſcuſſed, ah conver» 
ſation took a gayer turn; and my Lord began to en- 
tertain the ladies with ſome of that elegant diſcourſe, 
which, though moſt delightful to hear, it is impoſſible 


ſhould ever be read. 


His Lordſhip: was ſo- highly pleaſed: with Amelia, 
that he could not help being ſomewhat particular to 


her; but this particularity diſtinguiſhed itſelf. only in 
a higher degree of reſpect, and was ſo very polite, and 
ſo very diſtant, that ſhe herſelf was pleaſed, and at 
his departure, which was not till he had far exceeded 
the length of a common viſit, declared he was tlie 
fineſt gentleman ſhe had ever ſeen, with-which ſen- 


timent her huſband and Mrs Elliſon both entirely. | 


concurred, 


Mrs Bennet, on the contrary, expreſſed ſome little 


diſlike to my Lord's complaiſance, which the called 
execllive, For my' own part,” ſaid ſhe, © I have 
© not the leaſt reliſh for thoſe very fine gentlemen z 


* thay 


+ 


wiat the world generally calls politeneſs, I term in- 
* ſincerity ; and I am' more charmed with the ſtories _ 
: which Mrs Booth told us of * honeſt 3 


<> 
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than with all that the fineſt gentlemen in the world 


ever ſaid in their lives. 


O to be ſure, cries Mrs Elliſon, 2 All Pa <p 
© or the world well left, is 4 motto very proper * 
© ſome folks to wear in their coat of arms; but the 
* generality of the world will, I believe, agree with 
that lady's opinion of my coulin,” rather: than wich 


© Mrs Bennet.” 


Mrs Bennet, ſeeing Mrs Elliſon — onde at what 
ſhe ſaid, thought proper to make ſome apology, which 


was very readily accepted, and ſo ended the viſit, 
We cannot, however, put an end to the chapter 
without obſerving, that ſuch 1s the ambitious temper 


of beauty, that it may always apply to itſelf that ce. 
lebrated paſſage in Lucan, | 


Nec quenquam jam ferre pote/e Ceſarve privrem, 
Pompeiuſve parem. 


Indeed, I believe, it may be laid down as a ging 


rule, that no woman who hath any great preten- 
ſions to admiration, is ever well pleaſed in a com- 


Pany, where ſhe perceives herſelf to fill only the ſe- 

cond place. This obſervation, however, I humbly 

ſubmit to the judgment of the ladies, and hope it will 

be conſidered as retracted by __ if 1 ſhall _ 
 fforn my opinion. 


Cl AP: . 
34H Containing matters that reguire 220 preface. 5 
HEN Booth and his wife were left alone to 


e they both extremely exulted in their 
good e in having found ſo good a friend as his 
0 


rdſhip; nor were they wanting in very warm et- 


preſſions of their gratitude towards Mrs Elliſon. . At 
ter which, they began to lay down ſchemes of livin 
when Booth ſhould have his commiſſion of captain, an 


after the exacteſt computation, eoncluded, that with 


economy, they ſhould be able to ſave at leaſt, fiſty 


Pounds a year out of their income, in order to pa 
their debts. 


Theſe matters being wal ſettled, A aſked 
Bogth what he thought of Mrs Pennate.” I think, 


A * my 1 anſwered, Booth, © that ſhe baht 9 5A 
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friend. They are a much 
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© merly” 4 very pretty woman,” I am miſtaken? 
replied the, if the be not a very 


214 


creature. Þ 


don't know Þ ever took ſuch a — to any one 


© on. ſo ſhort an acquaintance. I fancy ſhe hatlr 
been a very ſpritely woman: for, if you obſerve, the 
« diſcovers: by ſtarts a great vivacity in her counte- 
nance. I made the ſame obſervation,” cries Booth: 

+ {ure ſome ſtrange misfortune; hath befallen her.. A 


0 misfortiine in anſwered Amelia. Sure, child, 


& you forgot what Mrs Elliſon told: us, that ſle had 
loſt a beloved huſband. A misfortune which. I have 
© often wondered at any woman's: ſurviving. At 


which words, ſhe caſt a tender Took: at Booth, and 


preſently afterwards, throwing herſelf, upon-his:neck, 


| cried — O Heavens! What a happy creature am 14 


© when I conſider the dangers you have gone through, 


© how I exult in mybliſs ! The good- natured reader 


will ſuppoſe that Booth was not deficient in returning 


ſuch tenderneſs; after which, the converſation: be⸗ 
came too fond 15 be here related. 


The next morning Mrs Elliſon addreſſed herſelf to 
| Booth as follows: I thall make no apology, Sir, for 


* what I am going to ſay, as it proceeds from my 


* friendſhip to yourſelf and your lady. I am 


convinced then, Sir, there is ſomething» more: than 


* accident in your going abroad only one day in the 


„week. Now; Sir, if, as I am afraid; matters are 


not altogether” as well as I wiſh them, I beg, fince 
do not believe you are provided with a lawyer; 
© that you will ſuffer me to recommend one to you. 
* The perſon I ſhall: mention, is, I aſſure you, of 
much ability in his profeſſion, and I have known 
him do great ſervices to gentlemen under a cloud. 
Do not be aſhamed: of your cireumſtances, my dear 
groater ſeandal to n 
© who-have left ſo much» merit unprovided for?“ 

Booth gave Mrs: Elliſon abundance of thanks: for 
her kindneſs, and explicitly confeſſed to her that her 
eonjectures; were right, and without beſitation 1 
« the offer of her friend's aſſiſtanee. 


Mrs Elliſon then acquainted him 9 Berinppbe 


dende on this account. She ſaĩd ſhe had both yeſter- 


uy and this- . ſeen two on three very ugly x 
| * 


— 
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 W@ſpiciovs ben paſs. ſeveral times by her window. 
© Upon all accounts,” ſaid ſhe, © my dear Sir, I ad- 


yer hath been with you. I am ſure he will get 
you your liberty, at leaſt of walking about within the 
verge—There's ſomething to be done with the board 
of green cloth, I don't know what; but this ] 

know, that ſeveral gentlemen have lived here a lon 
time very comfortably, and have defied all the ven- 
geance of their creditors. However, in the mean 

time, you mult be a cloſe priſoner with your lady, 

© and I believe there is no man in England but would 
exchange his liberty for the ſame goal. n 
She then departed, in order to ſend for the attor- 
ney, and preſently. afterwards, the ſerjeant arrived 
with news of the like kind. He ſaid he had ſcraped 
an acquaintance with Murphy. © I hope your honour 
© will-pardon me, cries Atkinſon, but I pretended 
© to. have a ſmall demand upon your honour myſelf, 
and offered to employ him in the buſineſs. Upon 
©. which, he told me, that if I would go with hin 
to the Marſhal's Court, and make affidavit of my 
debt, he ſhould be able very ſhortly to get it me; 
for I ſhall have the Captain | in-hold, cries: he, with- 
© in a day or two. I wiſh,” ſaid the ſerjeant, © I could 
do your Honour any ſervices Sh all I walk about all 
95 day before the door? or ſhall I be porter and watch 
it in the inſide, till your Honour can find ſome 
means of ſecuring. yourſelf? I hope you will not be 


0 ag * =) w 18 


boffended at me, but I beg vou would take care of 


falling into Murphy's hands; for he hath the cha- 
ö racter of the greateſt villain upon earth. I am afraid 
you will think me too bold, Sir; but I have a little 
© money, if it can be of any ſervice, do, pray your 
Honour; command it; It can never do me ſo much 
good any other way. Conſider, Sir, I owe all 
have to yourſelf, and my dear miſtreſss .. 


Booth ſtood a moment, as if he had been thunder. 


| druck. and then, the tears burſting from his eyes, he 
ſaid: Upon my ſoul, Atkinſon, you overcome me. 
£-1 ſcarce ever heard of ſo much goodneſs, nor da 1 
know how to expreſs my ſentiments of it. But be 
"4 aſured, as for your money, 1 wil not acce tit, and 


- 


- viſe you to keep yourſelf cloſe confined: till the lay- 


. ay a a _ - „ — _X”uw O0ev 


Chap. 4. K 
let it ſatisfy you, that in my preſent circumſtances 


« it would do me no eſſential ſervice; but this be af. 


« ſured of likewiſe, that whilſt I live, I ſhall never 
forget the kindneſs of the offer. However, as I 


« apprehend I may be in ſome danger of fellows get- 


« ting into the houſe for a day or two, as I have no. 
guard but a poor little girl, I will not refuſe the 
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« goodneſs you offer to ſhew in my protection. And 
„ make no doubt but Mrs Elliſon will let you ſit in 


her parlour for that purpoſe.“ 


Atkinſon with the utmoſt tenderneſs undertook the 


office of porter; and Mrs Elliſon as readily allotted 


him a place in her back-parlour, where he continued 
three days together, from eight in the morning till 


twelve at night; during which time, he had ſomes-' 
times the company of Mrs Elliſon, and ſometimes 
of Booth, Amelia, and Mrs Bennet too; for this laſt 
had taken as great a fancy to Amelia, as Amelia had to 


her; and therefore as Mr Booth's affairs were now no 


ſecret in the neighbourhood, made her frequent viſits 


during the confinement of her huſband,” and conſe- 


quently of her own. $6. Ne Ming Bo 
Nothing, as I remember, happened in this inter- 


AY 


val of time, more worthy notice than the following 


card, which Amelia received from her old acquain- 


tance Mrs James, * Mrs James ſends her compli- 


ments to Mrs Booth, and deſires to know how ſhe 


does; for as ſhe hath not had the favour of ſeeing 
* her at her own houſe, or of meeting her in any pu- 
* blic place, in ſo long time, fears it may be owing to 
ill health.“ „„ | | N 


Amelia had long given over all thoughts of her 


friend, and doubted not but that ſhe was as entirely 


given over by her; ſhe was very much ſurpriſed at this 


meſſage, and under ſome doubt Whether it was not 


meant as an inſult, eſpecially from the mention of | 


public places, which ſhe thought ſo inconſiſtent with 
her preſent circumſtances, of which ſhe ſuppoſed Mrs 
James was well appriſed. However, at the entreaty 
of her huſband, who languiſhed for nothing more than 


to be again reconciled to his friend James, Amelia 
undertook to pay the lady a viſit, and to examine in - 
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done before. She reſolved to come to an eclairciſſe. 
ment, and haviag ſat. out ſame company that came in, 


the e e of that coldneſs which you ſhewed me, 


I had ſome little reaſon to be diſſatisfied with you 
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to the myſtery of this conduct, Which appeare dec 416 her 


ſo unaccountable. 
Mrs James received her 3 a 4 civilic 
that amazed Amelia, no 4efs than her \coldneſs hag 


when they were alone together, Amelia, after ſome 
flence, and many offers to ſpeak, at laſt ſaid, My 
dear Jenny, (if you will now ſuffer me to call * 
by ſo familiar a name) have you entirely forgot a 
certain young lady who had the pleaſurę of den 
* your intimate acquaintance at Montpelier, —. 
a Whom. do you mean, dear Madam .?*.-cries Mrs 
James, with great concern. I mean myſelf, an s 
ſwered Amelia. You ſurpriſe me, Madam, _— 
Mrs james. How can you aſk me that queſtion?! 
* Nay, my dear, I do not intend to offend you, eries 
Amelia; but I am really deſirous to ſolve to myſelf 


when you did me the favour of a viſit, | Can 500 
think, my dear, I was not diſappointed, when Lex, 

'* peed to meet an intimate friend, to receive a cold 
formal viſitant? I deſire you to examine your own 
£ heart, and ani.ver me honeſtly, if you do not think 


5 behaviour „ Indeed, Mrs Booth, anſwered the 
other lady, yon ſurpriſe me very much; if there wat 
any thing diſpleaſing to vou in my behaviour, I am 
extremely concerned at it. I did not know I bad 
been defective in any of the rules of civility; but if! 
was, Madam, I afk you pardon.“ Is civility then, 
my dear, replied Amelia, a ſynonymous term 
with friendſhip ? could I have expected when I parted 
the laſt time with Miſs Jenny Bath, to have met her 
the next time in the ſhape of a fine lady, complain: 
ing of the hardſhip of climbing up two pair of ſtain 
to viſit rae, and then approaching me with the diltant 
air of a new ora flight acquaintance ?- do you think, 
my dear Mrs James, if the tables had been turned, 
if my fortune had been as high in the world as your, 
and you in my diſtreſs and abject condition, that! 
* would not have climbed as high as the monument 
to viſit you?“ Sure, Madam, cries Mrs 2% 
I 9 5 In. 


* 


Chap. + A MEE . IX. 
+ ] miſtake you, or you have greatly miſtaken me. 
« Can you complain of my not viſiting you, who 
have owed me a viſit almoſt theſe three weeks? Nay, 
had did 1 not even then ſend you a card, which ſure 
eille- WF + was doing more than all the friendſhip and good 
em, breeding in the world required; but, indeed, as 1 
* had met you in no public place, I really thought 
MY : you was ill.“ How can you mention public places 
you to me,” ſaid Amelia, when you can hardly be a. 
Bat a © {ranger to my preſent fituation ? did you not know, 
ven Wl © Madam, that I was ruined ?? * No, indeed, Madam, 
did not I,” replied Mrs James, I am ſure I ſhould 


Mes have been highly concerned if I had.“ Why, ſure, 
3 * my dear,” cries Amelia, you could not imagine 

W . © that we were in affluent circumſtances, when you 
IQR. found us in ſuch a place, and in ſuch a condition,” = 
© I © Nay, my dear, anſwered Mrs James, * ſince you 

rite © are pleaſed to mention it firſt yourſelf, I own L was a 

a little ſurpriſed to ſee you in no better lodgings; but 

4 ] concluded you had your own reaſons for liking 

a coll „them; and for my own part, [ have laid it down 

a HA = a3 a poſitive rule, never tO enquire into the private 
in affairs of any one, eſpecially of my friends. I am 

\ Jour not of the humour of ſome ladies, who confine the 


circle of their acquaintance to one part of the town, 
and would not be known to viſit in the city for the 


Ian world. For my part, I never dropt an acquain- 
I had * tance with any one, while it was reputable to keep 
at e t. up; and 1 can ſolemnly declare, I have not a 
7 then, friend in the world for whom 1 have a greater e- 
rm ſteem than I have for Mrs Both | | 
parted At this inſtant, the arrival of a new viſitant put an 
ker end to the diſcourſe, and Amelia ſoon after took her 
aplain- leave without the leaſt anger, but with ſome little un- 
f Gain WY avoidable contempt for a lady, in whoſe opinion, as 
diftant we have hinted before, outward form and ceremony © © 
* conſtituted the whole eſſence of e who va- 
turned led all her acquaintance alike, as each individual 
: yours, if ſerved equally to fill up a place in her viſiting roll, 
„ that! and who, in reality, had not the leaſt concern or the 


- 
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Containing much heroic matten. 
A the end of three days, Mrs Elliſon's Friend 
A had ſo far purchaſed Mr Booth's liberty, that 


- 


he could walk again abroad within the verge, with-' 


out any danger of having a warrant backed againſt 
Him by the board before he had notice. As for the 
ill-looked perſons that had given the alarm, it was 
now diſcovered, that another unhappy gentleman, 
and not Booth, was the object of their purſuit, - * 

Mr Booth being now delivered from his fears, 
went, as he had formerly done, to take his morning- 


walk in the Park. Here he met Colonel Bath in com 


pany with ſome other officers, and very civilly paid his 
_ reſpects to him. But inſtead of returning the ſalute, 
the Colonel looked him full in the face with a very ſtern 
countenance; and, if he could be ſaid to take any 
notice of him, it was in ſuch a manner as to inform 
him he would take no notice of him. p25 0h 

Booth was not more hurt than ſurpriſed at this be. 


haviour, and reſolved to know the reaſon of it, He 


therefore watched an opportunity till the Colonel was 


alone, and then walked boldly up to him, and deſired 


to know if he had given him any offence :—the Colo- 
nel anſwered haſtily, * Sir, I am above being offended 
wich you, nor do I think it conſiſtent with my dig: 
'© nity to make you any anſwer.” Booth replied, 
© I don't know, Sir, that I have done any thing to 
« deſerve this treatment. Look you, Sir,” cries the 
Colonel, if I had not formerly had ſome reſped for 
© you, I ſhould not think you worth my reſentment 
However, as you are a gentleman born, and an cl. 
« ficer, and as I have had an eſteem for you, I will 
give you ſome marks of it, by putting it in your 
* power to do yourſelf juſtice, I will tell you chere. 
© fore, Sir, that you have acted like a ſcoundrel. ſt 
we were not in the Park, anſwered Booth warmly, 
I would thank you very properly for that compli 
ment.“, O Sir!” cries the Colonel, we can be 
ſoon in a convenient place.” Upon which, Booth 
anſwered he would attend him wherever he pleated 


The 


hk 


chap. f. A MEL FA oe 
The Colonel then bid him come along, and ſtrutted 


forward directly up Conſtitution-Hill to Hyde-Park, 
Booth following him at firſt, and afterwards walking 


before him, till they came to that place which may 


be properly called the field of blood, being that part 
a little to the E the ring, which heroes have 
choſen for the ſcene of their exit out of this world. 

Booth reached the ring ſome time before the Co- 
lonel; for he mended not his pace any more than a 
Spaniard, To ſay truth, I believe it was not in his 
power; for he had ſo long accuſtomed himſelf to one 
and the ſame ſtrut, that as a horſe, uſed always to 
trotting, can ſcarce be forced into a gallop, ſo could 


no paſſion force the Colonel to alter his pace. 


At length, however, both parties arrived at the liſts, 
where the Colonel very deliberately took off his wif 
and coat, and laid them on the graſs, and then draw- 
ing his ſword, advanced to Booth, who had likewiſeg 
his drawn weapon in his hand, but had made nao 
other preparation for the combat. - | 

The combatants now engaged with great fury, and 
after two or three paffes, Booth run the Colonel 
through the body and threw him on the ground, at 
the ſame time poſſeſſing himſelf of the Colore!'s 
ſword. . | e | 
As ſoon as the Colonel was become maſter of his 
ſpeech, he called out to Booth in a very kind voice, 
and ſaid, © You have done my buſineſs, and ſatisfied 
me that you are a man of honour, and that my bro- 
ther James muſt have been miſtaken: for I am 
- convinced, that no man who will draw his ſword 
In 10 gallant a manner, is capable of being a raſcal; 
dn me, give me a buſs, my dear boy, I aſk your 


* pardon for that infamous appellation 1 diſhonoured 


* your dignity with; but, damn me, if it was not 
purely out of love, and to give you an opportunity 


of doing yourſelf juſtice, which I own you have 


* done like a man of honour, What may be the con- 


 * ſequence I know not, but I hope at leaſt I ſhall live 


to reconcile you with my brother,” 


| Booth ihewed great concern, and even horror in oY 
his coun:enance. * Why, my dear Colonel, faid he, 
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«-wculd you force me to this? for Heaven's ſake, tell 
me, what I have ever done to offend you. 
2 © Me!” cried the Colonel, indeed, my dear-child 
-= you never did any thing to offend me. Nay, I have 
| © acted the part of a friend to you in the whole affair. 
* I maintained your cauſe with my brother as long az 
© decency would permit. I could not flatly: contra. 
dict him, though, indeed, I ſcarce believed him. 
But what could I do? if ] had: not fought with you 
Y * I mult have been obliged to have fought with him: 
= * however,-I hope what is done will be ſufficient; 
if and that matters may be diſcommodated without your 
. « being put to the neceſſity of fighting 1 more on 
« this occaſion.“ 

1 Never regard me,“ cried Booth l © for 
Heaven's ſake think of your own preſervation. Let 
me put you into a chair, and get you a ſurgeon.” 
Iuhou art a noble lad,” cries the Colonel, who was 
now got on his legs, and J am glad the buſineſs iso 
well over. For though your ſword went quite 
through, it flanted ſo, that I apprehend there is 
little danger of life. However, I think there ; 
enough done to put an honourable end to the affair, 
- eſpecially as you was ſo haſty to diſarm me. I bleed 
| a little, but I can walk to the houſe by the water; 
7 and if you will ſend me a chair thither, I * be 
43 * obhged to you.” 
1 As the Colonel refuſed any aſſiſtance, (indeed bi Was 
| very able to walk without it, though with- ſomewhat 
| leſs dignity than uſual) Booth ſet forward to Groſie- 
nor- gate, in order to procure the chair, and ſoon ab 
ter returned with one to his friend; whom having 
conveyed into it, he attended himſelf on foot into 
Bond- ſtreet, where then lived a very eminent furs 
31 geon. 
$1 y The ſurgeon having probed the wound; n tos 
© | wards Booth, who was apparently the guilty perſon 
and faid with a ſmile, « Upon my word, Sir, you han 
6 br the buſineſs with. great dexterity, | 

«* Sir,” cries the Colonel to the ſurgeon, 1 Far 
not have you imagine I am afraid to die, I think 
„know more what belongs to the dignity of a many 
„ and, 1 bellorey, 1 have ſhewn it at t n * 
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of battle. Do not impute my concern to that fear, 
« when I aſk you whether there is, or is not any dan- 


of Really, Colonel,” anſwered the ſurgeon, who welk 


Mair, knew the complexion of the gentleman then under his 

ng as hands, it would appear like preſumption to ſay, 

INtras that a man who hath been juſt run through the body, 
him, js in no manner of danger. But this, I think, I may 

h you aàſſure you, that I yet perceive no very bad ſymptoms, 
him: Wl «© and unleſs ſomething worſe ſhould appear, or a fe- 

cient; ver be the conſequence, I hope you may live to be 

t your Wl © again, with all your dignity, at the head of a line of 

Ire on battle. „ ater war ou oe - ij 

] am glad to hear that is your opinion, quotiche 

© for Colonel, © for I am not deſirous of dying, tho' I am not 

Let afraid of it. But if any thing worſe than you apprehend 

on. * ſhould happen, I deſire you will be a witneſs of my 

10 was declaration, that this young gentleman is entirely in- 

s is ſo N © nocent.. I forced him to do what he did. My dear 

quite Wl © Booth, I am pleaſed matters are as they are. You 

here ß © are the firſt man that ever gained an advantage over 

here K me; but it was very lucky for you that you diſarmed 

affaim me, and I doubt not but you have the equananimi-- 

I bleed i 7 to think ſo. If the- buſineſs,” therefore, hath 

water; Wl © ended without doing any thing to the purpoſe, it 

(hall be © was fortune's pleaſure, and neither of our faults.” 

1 Booth heartily embraced the Colonel, and aſſured 

he v him of the great ſatisfaction he had received from the 

newba g ſurgeon's opinion; and ſoon after the two combatants 

Grolve- took their leave of each other. The Colonel, after he _ 

ſoon af was dreſſed, went in a chair to his lodgings, and Booth. 
having walked on foot to his; where he luckily arrived with- 

zot int out meeting any of Mr Murphy's gang; a danger 

nt lure which never once occurred to his imägination till he 

TS, Was out of it, | BEET > | | 

med to- The affair he had been about, had indeed ſo entire 

perſon ly occupied his mind, that it had obliterated every 

ou Dave other idea; among the reſt, it cauſed him ſo abſo- 

reds el lately to forget the time of the day, that though he 

I wou had exceeded the time of dining about two hours, hjnRe 

[ think Wb] not the leaſt ſuſpicion. of being at home later than 
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his return, all the apparatus of dining was entirely: 


# Booth fat ſome time with his wiſe, expecting every 
minute when the little maid would make her appear- 
_ ance; at laſt curioſity, I believe, rather than appe- 


dinner! my dear,” anſwered Amelia; * ſure you have 
dined, I hope?“ Booth-rephiediin the negative; upon 


Fault, when, upon Booth's having ſo long overſtaid his 


My dear, I am ſure ſomething more than ordinary 
had happened; that he had been detained by a friend, 


_ +, ſacceeded, but poorly and vainly endeavouring to fe- 
4zconcile falfhood with truth. An attempt which ſeldom 
fails to betray the molt practiſed deceiver. 


In which the reader will fnd matter worth: bis: 
| hen dqratane.:. xß Fes 


„ 
- 
py 


A MELTA having waited above an hour for her 

huſband, concluded, as he was the moſt pune- 
tual man alive, that he had met with ſome engage. 
ment abroad, and ſat down to her meal with her chil. 
dren; which, as it was always uncomfortable in the 
abſence of her huſband, was very ſhort ; ſo that before 


removed. 


tite, made him aſk, how long it was to dinner? To: 


which his wife ſtarted from her chair, and beſtirred 
herſelf as nimbly to provide him a repaſt, as the moſt: 
induſtrious hoſteſs in the kingdom doth, when ſome: 
unexpected gueſt of extraordinary quality arrives at 
her houſe. A IEEE. 

The reader hath not, I think, from any paſſages 
hitherto recorded in this hiſtory, had much reaſon to 
accuſe Amelia of a blarneable curioſny; he will not, 
J hape, conclude that ſhe gave an inſtance of any ſuch 


time, and ſo greatly miſtaken the hour of the day, and 
upon ſome other circumſtances of his behaviour (for 
he was too honeſt to be good at concealing any of his 
thoughts) ſhe ſaid to him, after he had done eating, 


© hath happened to-day, and 1 beg you will tell me 
© what it is.“ £ 7 . 
Booth anſwered, that nothing of any conſequence 


hom he met accidentally, longer than he expected. 
In ſhort, he made many ſhuffling and evafive anſwers, 
not boldly lying out, which, perhaps, would have 
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How impoſſible was it therefore for Booth to ſuc+ 
ceed in an art for which nature had ſo entirely diſqua- 
lified him! His countenance indeed: confeſſed fuſter- 
than his tongue denied; and the whole of his beha- 


viour gave Amelia an alarm, and made her ſuſpect 


ſomething. very bad had happened; and as her 
thoughts turned preſently on the badneſs of their cir- 
eumſtances, ſae feared ſome miſchief from his creditors 
had befallen him: for ſhe was too ignorant of ſuch 
matters to know, that if he had fallen into the hands. 
of the Philiſtines, (which is the name given. by the 
faithful to bailiffs) he would hardly have been able ſo 
ſoon to recover his liberty. Booth at laſt-perceived her 
to be ſo uneaſy, that as he ſa no hopes of conti ing 
any fiction te ſatisfy her, he thought himſelf obliged to- 


tell her the truth, or at leaſt part of the truth, and 


confeſſed that he had had a little ſkirmiſh with Colonel 


Bath, in which, he ſaid, the Colonel had received a 


flight wound, not at all dangerous; and this; ſays he, 
is all the whole matter. | 
© I thank Heaven ne worſe hath happened; but why,. 
my dear, will you ever converſe with that madman, 
* who can embrace a friend one moment, and fight 
with him the next? Nay, my dear, anſwered: 
Booth, you yourſelf muſt confeſs, though he be a 


little too much on the gui vive, he is a man of great 


honour and good - nature.“ Tell me not, replied 
ſhe, of ſuch good - nature and honour as would ſa- 
* crifice a friend, and a whole family to a ridiculous 


him. O Heavens l' cried ſhe, falling upon her 


knees, from what miſery have I eſcaped, from what 
* have theſe poor babes eſcaped through your gracious 
* providence this day! Then turning to her huſband, 
he cried—* But are you ſure the monſter's wound 
is no more dangerous than you ſay? a monſter ſures 
© Iy I may call him, who can quarrel with a man that 
: oe not, that I am convinced would not offend . 
im.“ | 5 „ 5 rr 8 
U pon this queſtion, Booth repeated the aſſurances 
which the ſurgeon had given them, perhaps with a 
little enlargement, which pretty well fatisfied Amelia; 


and inſtead of blaming her huſband for what he bad ® Þ 


we 


If it be ſo, cries Amelia, 


M 4 Mu E 1 1 4 


done, ſhe tenderly embraced him, and again returned | 


thanks to Heaven for his ſafety. 7 

In the evening, Booth inſiſted on paying a 2 ſhort 
viſit to the Colonel, highly againſt the inclination of 
Amelia, who, by many arguments and entFeaties, en- 


| deavoured to diſſuade her huſband from continuing 


an acquaintance, in which, ſhe ſaid, ſhe ſhould al- 
ways foreſee muck danger for the future.” However, 
ſhe was at laſt prevaile&npon to acquieſce; and Booth 
went to the Colonel, whoſe lodgings happened to be 
in the verge as well as his own. | 

He found the Colonel in his night-gown, and his 
great chair, engaged with another officer at a game of 


chefs. , He roſe immediately, and having heartily em- 


braced Booth, preſented him to his friend, ſaying, he 


had -thehonour to introduce to him as brave and aß 


fortitudinous a man as any in the: king's dominions,— 


He then took Booth with him into the next room, and 


_ defired him not to mention a word of what had hap- 


pened in the morning, ſaying, © I am very well fa- 
ttisfied that no more hath happened; however, as it 


© ended in nothing, I could with it might remain a 
© ſecret.” Booth told him he was heartily glad to find 


him ſo well, and promiſed never to mention it more 


to any one. 


The game at cheſs being but juſt begun, ads nei 


ther of the parties having gained any conſiderable 


5 advantage, they neither of them inſiſted on conti- 


nuing it; and now the ColoneFs antagoniſt took his 
leave, and left the Colonel and Booth together. 

As ſoon as they were alone, the latter earneſtly en. 
treated the former to acquaint him with the real cauſe 


of his anger; for may I periſh,” cries Booth, if I can | 
even gueſs what I have ever done to offend either ; 


* you, or your brother Colonel James.“ 

* Look'ee, Child,” cries the Colonel, I tell ol 
am for my own part ſatisfied : for I am convinced 
that a man who will fight, can never be a raſcal; 
and therefore, why ſhould you enquire any more of 
me at preſent ? when I ſee my brother James, I hope 


„ 


need be drawn on this occaſion.“ But Booth fil 
perſiſting in his deſire, the Colonel, after ſome heli 


"wy 


; . 85 R 


to reconcile all matters, and perhaps no more ſwords 


% Ie L Lad * 


. N 
* 1. * "ORE. + EIS bh 5 * q * 
l he; 9 2 1 N 3 2 h * 
' 4 D. * W Roe ob ks Wi 3 4 6 <a 7 4 . 
} Sys * ö * F . 8 FFT PL YOu . * 
8 4 * e e n 3 ä 2 88 / þ 
i * 4 offs cl * * 8 N Cans "on 4 WY 3" 8 FP 5 
\ 5 £ 
1 


WY £5.74 4 &s me 3 
4 4 tation, with a tremendous oath, cried out, 1 do not 
2 think myſelf at * to refuſe you, after the in- 
t « dignity I offered you; ſo, fince you demand it of 
of me, I will inform ot My brother told me you 
had uſed him diſhonourably, and had divelicated his A 
ing character behind his back. Ie gave me his word - } 
8 too, that he was well aſſured of what he ſaid. What ö 
could I have done? though I own to you 1 did not 
oth believe him, and your behaviour fince hath con- 
155 « vinced me I was in the right; I muſt either have 
5 c given him the lie, and fought Fey him, or elſe 4 was 
17225 « obliged ta behave as I did, and fight with you. 


eof And now, my lad, I leave it to you to do as you 
em. pleaſe; but if you are laid under any neceſlity to do 
de « yourſelf further ju! (tice, it is your own fauk.” 

da Alas! Colonel, anſwered Booth, beſides l 


13 ligations 1 E have to the Colonel, I have really ſo much 
and love for him, that I think of nothing leſs than re- 
hap- © ſentment.. All I wiſh, is. to have this affair brought 
4 « to an eclairciſſement, and to ſatisfy him that he is 
as it in an error: for though. his e are cruelly in- 
1 4 4 jurious, and I have never deſerved them, yet 1 am 
fad * convinced he-would not ſay what he did not himſels 
nore Wl © think. Some raſcal, envious of his friendiinp —. 
me, hath belied me to him: and the ouly — 


| ment I defire is to convince him of his naltake.*; + - 
able At theſe words the Colonel grinned horribiy = 

ont ghaltly ſmile, or rather ſneer, and anſwered, pen 

K his e pentleman, you may do as you pleaſe; but by the 

ge « eternal dignity of man, if any-man breathing had. 

y en. « taken a liberty with my character, — here, here — 
auſe « Mr Booth (ſhewing his fingers) here—d—n ms. 
[can WH © {hould be his noſtrils, he ſhould: breathe through mR #1 
ither Wl © bands, and breathe his laſt dn me. 

1 Booth anſwered, I think, Colonel, I may appeal 

ou to your teſtimony that I dare do myſelf juſtice; fince. 

need Wl he who dare draw his ſword againſt you, can hard- 

ſcal;. 0 "oy be. ſuppoſed to fear any other perſon; but I re- 

re of * peat to you again, chat I love Colouch James {o: 

hope well, and am ſo greatly obliged to him, that it would. 

vords * be almoſt indifferent; to me, whether directed it my 

is BM word againſt his. breaſt, or my own.“ 2 


_ The 6: Colony mucke, were. RR cone 5 | 


E + 


5 


. * 1ndeed, thou art not afraid of any man breathing; 


and then, my dear boy, your doing yourſelf. pro- 

per juſtice there, will ens you finely out of the 
whole affair. As ſoon as my ſurgeon gives me leave 
to go abroad, which, I hope, will be in a few: days, 


„ 


as he met with the two ladies. together, Hhe-refols 
to ſtay till his friend's return, which he was afſured 
would not be long, eſpecially as he was fo ugh: | 
aid, to have no ParUcuban! enghgenens that] whale 


2 g_ 


by Booth's laſt AY . he again contracted thas 
into a vaſt degree of fierceneſs, before he-cried-out-.. 
© Boy, thou haſt reaſon enough to be vain; for thou 
* art the firſt perſon that ever could proudly ſay he 


gained an advantage over me in combat. I believe, 


and as I know thou haſt ſome obligations to my 
* brother, I do not diſcommend thee; for nothing 
more becomes the dignity of a man than gratitude, 
* Beſides, as I am ſatisfied my brother can produce 
the author of the flander----I ſay, 1 am ſatisfied of 
* that, dn me, if any man alive dares aſſert the 
* contrary, for that would be to make my brother 
* himſelf a liar, Iwill make him produce his author; 


— .om a> — a — — — 


I Will bring my brother James to a tavern, here 
you ſhall meet us; and I will engage my honour, 
my whole dignity to you, to make you friends.“ 
The aſſurance of the Colonel gave Booth great plex 
ſure; for few perſons ever loved a friend better than 
he did James; and as for doing military juſtice on the 


bang wy tots => wake PA — — © — — wt} 


author of that ſcandalous report which had incenſed 


his friend againſt him, not Bath himſelf was ever ( 


more ready on ſuch an occaſion, than Booth to exe- 
cute it. He ſoon after took his leave, and returned 


home in high ſpirits to his Amelia, whom he foundin 
Mrs Elliſon's apartment, engaged in a party at ombre 
with that lady, and her right honourable couſin. 

His Lordſhip had, it ſeems, had a ſecond interview 
with the great man, and having obtained further hopes 
(for I think there was not yet an abſolute promiſe) of 


ſucceſs in Mr Booth's affairs, his uſual good - nature 


a {rn him immediately to acquaint Mr Booth with 
As he-did not theretore find him at hee, And, 


. 
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We remarked before, that his Loralbip, abs efit 
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them interview with Amelia, had diſtinguiſhed her by a 
ut more particular addreſs from the other ladies; but that 
thou now appeared to be rather owing to his perfect good 
iy he breeding, as ſhe was then to be conſidered as the 


lieve, miſtreſs of the hopſe, than from any other preference. 

ing; His preſent behaviour: made this {till more manifeſt; 

d my for as he was now in Mrs Elliſon's apartment, though 

hing ſhe was his relation and an old acquaintance, he ap- 

tude. plied his converſation rather more to her than to Ame- 

duce lia, His eyes, indeed, were now and then guilty of 

ed of the contrary diſtinction, but this was only by ſtealth; 

t the for they conſtantly withdrew the moment they were 

other diſcovered. In ſhort, he treated Amelia with the 

hor; greateſt diſtance, and at the ſame time with the molt 

pro- profound and awful reſpect; his converſation was ſo 

f the general, ſo lively, and ſo obliging, that Amelia, when 

leave the added to his agreeableneſs the obligations the had 

days, to him for his friendſhip: to Booth, was certainly as 

vhere much pleaſed with his. Lordſhip, as any virtuous Wo- 1 
nour, man can poflibly be with any man, beſides her own - aw 4 
ple Wl EL 0 er TD 

than ; PPP 

n the 5 


Containing various matters. 


ever W have already mentioned the good humour in 
which Booth returned home; and the reader 

zrned will eaſily believe it was not a little increaſed by the 
nd in good humour in which he found his company. My 
mbre Lord received him with the utmoſt marks of friendſhip 
and affection, and told him that his affairs went on 
az well almolt as he himſelf could defire, and that 
he doubted not very ſoon to with him joy of a com- 
pany. | ALT £m | „ SE Þ 
| _ When Booth had made a proper return to all his 
Lordſhip's unparalleled goodneſs, he whiſpered Ame- 
lia that the Colqnel was entirely out of danger, and 
«.Folt as well as himſelf, This made her ſatisfaction 
complete, threw: her into ſuch ſpirits, and gave ſuch 
a luſtre to her eyes, that her face, as Horace ſays; 
was too dazzling to be looked at; it was certainly 
too handſome to be looked at without the higheſt ad- 
miration. 1 5 857 VE 
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His Lordſhip departed about ten o Wet de 
the company in raptures with him, eſpecially the tuo 
ladies, of whom it is difficult to ſay which exceeded 
the other in his commendations. Mrs Elliſon fwore 
the believed he was the beſt of all humankind; and 
Amelia, without making any exception, declared he 
was the fineſt gentleman, and moſt agreeable man ſhe 
had ever ſeen in her life; adding, it was great pity 
He ſhould remain fingle. 's That's true indeed, eries 
Mrs Elliſon, and I have often lamented it, nay, ] 
am aſtoniſhed at it, "conſidering the great liking. he 
always ſhews for our ſex, and he may certainly have 
the choice of all. The real reaſon, I believe, is his 
fondneſs for his ſiſter's children. Ideclare; Madam, 

if you was to ſee his behaviour to them, you would 
think they were his own. Indeed, he is valtly fond 
of all manner of children.? Good creature! cries 
Amelia, if ever he doth me the honour of another 
« viſit, T am reſolved I will ſhew him my little things, 


A «„ „ „% a 


I think, Mrs Elliſon, as you ſay my Lord loves 


1 children, 1 may ſay, without vanity, he will not ſee 
many ſuch.“ No, indeed, will he not, anſwered 


Mrs Ellifon 3 and now I think on't, Madam, I wor: | 


der at my own ſtupidity in never making the offer 
© before; but ſince you put it into my head, if you 
* will give me leave, I'll take Maſter and Miſs to wait 
on my Lord's nephew and niece. They are very 
pretty behaved children; and little Maſter and Mis, 
will be, I dare ſwear, very happy in their acquain- 
tance; beſides, if my Lord himſelf ſhould ſee them, 
I know what will happen; for he is the moſt ge 
nerous of all human beings.” | 
Amelia very readily accepted the 888 b Mrs 
Elliſon offered her; but Booth expreſſed ſome reluctance. 
_© Upon my word; my dear, ſaid he, with a ſmile, 
this behaviour of ours puts me in mind of the com- 
mon conduct of beggars; who, whenever they re. 
© ceive a favour, are ſure to ſend other objects to the 


„FFV 


© ſame fountain of charity. Don't we, my dear, te-. 
pay our obligations to my Lord in the fame manner, 


by ſending our children a-begging to hin 


O beaſtiy!' cries Mrs Elliſon, how could ſach 


£ & 1 enter your brains! 1 an Madam, 1 


__ 5 9 


«A K K 


3 N Ae 8 


en :! Ä P 


n ſhe 
t pity 

Cries 
ay, 1 
ag he 
have 
is his 
dam, 
vould 
fond 
* cries 


10ther 
aings. 
loves 
ot ſee 
wered 
Won 
> Offer 

if you 
0 Wait 
e very 
d Miſs, 
quain- 
them, 
pſt ge- 


h Mrs 
tance, 
- ſmile, 
com- 
ney re · 
to the 


| Chap. 7. 9 M 5 T. * & 
+ begin to grow aſhamed of this buſband of yours. 
How can you have ſo vulgar a way of thinking 
Begging, indeed the poor little dear things a- beg- 
ging !—If my Lord was capable of ſuch a thought, 
though he was my own brother, inſtead of my'coutin, 
« ] ſhould ſeorn him too much ever to enter his doors.” 

— O dear Madam, anſwered Amelia, vou take 
Mr Booth too ſeriouſſy, when he was only in jeſt; 
« and the children ſhall wait upon 1 whenever you 

leuſ. 
Tho Booth bad Wen lite more in earneſt than 


Amelia had repreſented him, and was not, perhaps, 


quite ſo much in the wrong as he was confidered by 
Mrs Elliſon; yet, ſeeing there were two to one a- 


gainſt him, he wifely thought proper to recede, and let 


his ſmile go off with char air of a Jeſt which his wife 


had given it. 


Mrs Elliſon, however, uicht her ie ode” 


out paying ſome compliments to Amelia's underſtand- 
ing, nor without fome 'obſcure reflexions upon Booth, 
with whom the was more offended than the matter re- 


quired. , She was indeed a woman of moſt profuſe ge- 18 4 


nerofity, and could not bear a' thought which ſhe 


de med vulgar or ſneaking. She afterwards launched 
forth the moſt profuſe encomiums of his Lordthip's li- 
berality, and concluded the. evening with ſome in- 
ſtances which he had given of that virtue, which, if 
not the nobleſt, is, perhaps, one of the moſt uſeful 


to ſociety, with which. great and'rich men can be en- 
dowed. 


with his honour in private. Upon which, the lieu- 
tenant and ſerjeant took a walk together in the Park. 
Booth expected every minute when the ſerjeant would 
open his mouth, under which expectation he con- 


might have continued till he came to the end of the 
world: for tho' ſeveral words ſtood at the end of the 
ſerjeant's lips, there they were likely to remain for 
whom a charitable. impulſe hath impelled to draw a 
few pence to the edge of his e where they are 


* , 
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The next morning early, Serkan Ackintba came 
to wait on Lieutenant Booth, and deſired to ſpeak 


tinved till he came to the end of the Mall; and fo he 


ever. He was indeed in the condition of à Hier, 
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altogether as. ſecure, as if they were in the . | 


Ter: as the one hath not the heart to part with à far 


her. ph 10 avither. had. the other the: Deart, to Wok x 2 
wor ö | 

Booth at langth e ee ee hs 1 did not 
peak, aſked him, what his buſinefs was; when the 
datter, with a ſtammering voice, began the following 


| apology : : © hope, Sir, your honour will not be an- 


< gry, nor take any thing amiſs. of me. I do affure 
you, it was not of my ſeeking, nay, I dare not pro- 
< ceed in the matter without firſt aſking your leave. 
Indeed, if I had taken any kberties from the good: 
neſs you have been pleaſed to ſhew me, I lhould look 
upon myſelf as one of the moſt worthleſs and de- 
ſpicable of, wretches; but nothing is farther from 
my thougkts. I know the diſtance which is be- 
tween us; and becauſe your honour hath been ſo 
kind and: good as to treat me with more familiarity 
than any other officer ever did, if I had been baſe 
enough to take any freedoms, or to encroach upon 
4 your honour's goodneſs, L ſhould deſerve to be whipt 
through the regiment. I hope therefore, Sir, you 
< will not ſuſpect me of any ſuch attempt.C“ 
What can all this mean, Atkinſon + 2” cries Booth; 
«* what mighty matter would you introduce with al 
this previous apology ??.. . i 
J am almoſt aſhamed, nod afraid: to mention it,: an· 
ſwered the ſerjeant, and yet I am ſure, your honour 
Will believe what 1 have ſaid, and not think an) 
« thing owing to my own preſumption ; and at the 
« ſame time, T have no reafon to think you would do 
any thing to ſpoil my fortune in an honeſt way, 
when it is dropt into my lap without my own feek- 
ing. For may I perith if it is not all the lady's'own 
gocdnels, and I hope in Heaven, with your ho- 
nour's leave, I ſhall live to make her-amends for it. 
In a word, that we may not detain the reader's 
curioſity quite ſo long as he did Booth's, he acquainted 
that gentleman that he had had an offer of martiage 


> > 


** 


from a lady of his acquaintance, to whole company 


he had introduced him, and deſired his permiſſion 10 


e Au.; 
1 gc mull have been very dull indeed, [if 2 
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« ſhew me. 
© honeſt man, though he is but a poor one; and ſhe 
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Chap. J. A MABEL 4 


heard Mrs Elliſon ſay, he had wanted any other in- 
formation concerning the lady. He anfwered him 


briſkly and chearfully, that he had his free conſent 
to marry any woman whatever; and the 
e and richer ſhe is, added he, the more I thall be 
pleaſed with the match. 


reater 


don't enquire who the 
lady is,” ſaid he, ſmiling, © but I hope ſhe will make 
« as good a wife, as I am convinced her huſband: 


- © will deſerve.” | | 1 


our honour hath been always too good to me,“ 
cries Atkinſon, but this promiſe you, 1 will do alF 
© in my power to merit the kindneſs ſhe is pleaſed to- 
I will be bold to ſay ſhe will marry an 


© ſhall never want any thing which I can give her, or 
do for her, while my name is Joſeph Atkinſon, 
And ſo her name is a ſecret, Joe; is it 2?” cries 
Booth, * - ln ods > „ e 4] 


_* Why, Sir, anſwered the ſerjeant, I hope your 1 
honour will not inſiſt upon knowing that, as F us 
think it would be diſhonourable in me to mention 


r ; = 
Not at all, replied Booth, Fam the fartheſt im 
the world from any ſuch defire know thee better 


205 
what the ſerjeant had ſaid, and after what he hack 


* than to imagine thou wouldſt diſeloſe the name of. 


* a fair lady.” Booth then ſhook Atkinſon heartily 
by the hand, and aſſured him earneſtly of the joy he 
had in his good fortune; for which the good ſerjeant. 


failed not of making alk proper acknowledgments. 


After which they parted, and Booth returned home. 


As Mrs Ellifon epened the door, Booth haſtily: 
ruſhed by; for he had the utmoſt difficulty to prevent 


laughing in her face. He ran directly up ſtairs, and 
throwing himſelf into a chair, diſcharged ſuch a fit 
of laughter as greatly ſurpriſed, and, at firſt, almolſt 
frightned his / ·ð̊ 8 

Amelia, it will be ſuppoſed, preſently enquired in- 


to the cauſe of this phænomenon, with which Booth; 
as ſoon as he was able (for that was not within a few 


minutes) acquainted her. The news did not affect 
her in the ſame manner it had affected her huſband: 


Vn the contrary, 
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{te cried, * I proteſt L cannot gueſs 
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what makes you ſee it in ſo ridiculous a light. 1 
really think Mrs Elliſon hath choſen very well, | 
am convinced: Joe will, make her one of the beſt of 
huſbands; and in my opinion, that is the. eu 
* blefiing a woman can be poſſeſſed of. 
However, when Mrs Elliſon came into her r room a 
little while afterwards to fetch. the children, Amelia 
became of a more riſible diſpoſition, eſpecially when 
14 the former, turning: to Booth, who was then preſent, 
q  faid, So, Captain, my jantee ſerjeant was very early 
| © here this P 1 ſeolded my maid heartily for 
= * letting him wait ſo long in the entry like a Jaequais, 
1.0 „when the might have ſhewn him into my inner 
# apartment. At which words, Booth burſt out in- 
Wn to a very loud laugh; and Amelia herſelf Font no 
5 more prevent laughi ing than ſhe could bl "2p 
Ay « Heydey!' cries Mrs Elliſon, © what have 1 faid 
* to: cauſe all this mirth?* and at the ſame time bluſh- 
ed, and looked very filly, as 1s always the caſe: with 
perſons who ſuſpe& themſelves to be the ohjects of 
laughter, without abſolutely taking wbat it is * ä 
makes them ridiculous. 5 
Booth ſtill continued laughing; but Amelia com- 
poling her muſcles, ſaid, I aſk your pardon, dear 
« Mrs Elliſon; but Mr Booth hath been in a ſtrange 
giggling humour all this morning; aud I really 
© think it is infectious . . 
laſk your pardon. too, Madam,” dies Boath, * bat 
one is ſometimes unaceountably fooliſn.. 
Nay, but ſeriouſly,” ſaid ſhe, what is the maate 
ter? Something ſaid about the ſerjeant, believe; 
but you may laugh as much as you pleaſe, I am not 
aſhamed of owning, Lthink him one of the prettieſt 
fellows L ever ſaw in my life; and, E own, Licolded 
my maid at ſuffering him to wait in my entry; and 
where is the mighty ridiculous matter, pray? 
© None at all, anſwered Booth, and, I hops 
the next time he will be uſhered. into, your inner 
apartment. 
Why ſhould ede Sir? replied ſhe, © for wheres · 
ever he is uſhered, I am convinced: he will daham | 
* himſelf as a gentleman ſhould,” ; 
; ene: an mi ta = diſcus, or. 
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Y Chap. 8. 

Py : might havs e proceeded to very great leng ths : : for 

a 1 Booth was of a wag bn inclination; and Mrs Elli- 

— ſon was not a 7 0 the niceſt delicacy. | 0 7 Oe 

27 0 H A P. vin. F 
nelia | | The heroic behaviour 7 C lonel Bath: | 
on 0 OTH went this morning to pay a 9300 vil b- | | 
= | to the Colonel, where he found Colonel Jaines. { 
905 Both the Colonel and the Lieutenant appeared a little | 
ec ſhocked at their firſt meeting ; but matters were ſoon 


Aer cleared up; for tlie former preſently advanced to the 
7 latter, ſhook him heartily by the hand, and ſaid 


* Mr Booth, I am aſhamed to ſee. you; for T have in- 
© jured you, and I heartilyaſk your pardon. am 
8 now perfectly convinced, that what I hinted. to my 


« brother, and which 1 find had like to have pro- 
duced ſuch fatal conſequences, was entirely ground 
* leſs, If you will be contented with my aſking your 
pardon, and ſpare me the diſagreeable remembrance 
of what ed me into my error, I ſhall eſteem” it a 
the higheſt obligation.“ 

Booth anſwered, * As to what regards. yourſelf, 
© my dear Colonel, Jam abundantly ſatisfied ; but, as nn 
am convinced ſome raſcal hath been my enemy. = 
with you in the crueleſt manner, I hope you will \ 
© not deny. me. the . of 8 him 
through the world.“ 


* 


3 hy all the dignity of man,” cries ColdneF" Bath, 
WEEN the boy ſpeaks with hes and his requelt is rea- 
inot ſonable.“ * 


Colonel James heſi ated a moment, and then wWhif. 
pered Booth, that he would give him all the ſatisfaction 
imaginable, concerning the whole affair, when they. 
were alone together; upon which, Booth addreſſing 
himſelf to Colonel Bath, the diſcourſe turned.on other 

matters during the remainder of the viſit, which was 
8 but ſhort, and then both went away together, leaving mn 
3 Colonel Bath as well as it was poſſible o expect, more * 

— MK the ſatisfaction of Booth than of Colonel James, 1 
. ho would not have been diſpleaſed if his wound had 
r ig been more dangerous : : for he was grown ſome what ; 
cht ry of a dil ms that he rather called 3 - 


* 
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or other give him: ſome trouble: for 


1 


than heroic; and which, as he every day more and 
moſt affectionate of brothers, and had often ſwore in 
the preſence of James, that he would eat any man 


alive who ſhould uſe his ſiſter ill. 


Colonel Bath was well ſatisfied that his brother 


and che lieutenant e ee out with a defign of 


tilting, from which he offered not a ſyllable to dif: 


fade them, as he was convinced it was right, and 


that Booth could not in honour take, nor the Colonel 
give any leſs fatisfadion. Whey. they had been gone, 
therefore, about Ralf an hour, he rang his bell, to 
enquire: if there was any news of his brother; a 


1 queſtion which he repeated every den minutes, for the 


ſpace of two hours, when having heard nothing of 


him, he began to conclude that both were killed on 
the ſpot. . . 5 A e 
While he was in this ſtate of anxiety, his fiſter came 


. 


mg it a ſecret, the duet had blazed all over the town. 
After receiving ſome kind congratulations an his 
ſafety, and ſome. unkind hints concerning the warmth | 


of his temper, the Colonel aſked her, when the had 
feen ber huſband ; the anſwered, not that morning. 
He then communicated to her his ſuſpicion, told her 
de was convinced his brother had drawn his ſword 
that day, and that as neither of them had heard any 
thing from him, he began to. apprehend the wor 

that could happen. „ 


Neither Mils Bellamy, nor Mrs Cibber, were ever 
in a gr eater; conſternation on the ſtage, than now ap- 


peared in the countenance of Mrs James. * Good 


Heavens! Brother,” cries ſhe, what do you tell 


* me! you have frightened me to death, Let your 
man get me a glaſs of water immediarely, if you 
have not a mind to ſee me die before your face, 
* When, where, how was this quarret ? why did you 
© not prevent it, if you knew of it? is it not enougb 


2 own life, but muſt you. bring the life of one who 


you know muſt be and ought to be ſo much the 
| 4 dearghl of al to me, into danger? Take * 
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* to be every day tormenting me with hazarding your : 


T 


of a woman? 
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| 1 take your ſwond, and plun nge it into my = 


© boſom; it would be kinder of you gy. — to fili it _ 
© with ſuch dreads and terrors. Here ſhe fwallowed 
the glaſs of water; and then-threw herſelf back i in her 
chair, as if ſhe had intended to faint away. 

Perhaps, if ſhe had ſo, the Colonel would 8 | 


her no aſſiſtanee; for ſhe had hurt him more than b 


ten thouſand ſtabs. He ſat erect in his chair, with 
his eyz-brows: knit, his, forehead wrinkled, his eyes 


flaſhing with fire, his teeth grating againſt each other, 


and breathing horror all around him. In this poſture 
he fat for ſome time ſilent, caſting; diſdainful took at 
his ſiſter. At laſt, his voice found its way through a 
paſſion which had almoſt choaked him, and he cried 
out > « Siſter, what have L dane to deſerve the opinion 
you expreſs of me? which of my actions hath made 
you conclude that I am a raſeal and a coward ? Look * 
* at that poor ſword, which never woman yet ſaw 
but in its ſheath;; what hath that ere to merit wed TY 
« defire that it ſhould be contamix 


Alas! Brother, cried ſhe, * 1 know not 4 5 
© ſay; you are deſirous, I believe, to terrify me out 
of the little ſenſes * have left. What can I have 
* ſaid in the agonies of grief, into which gr? threve | 
me, to deſerve this wal OE Oy 


. © What have you ſaid,” ee the Colonelz 


: © you have ſaid that which if a man had ſpoken, nay, 
dn me, if he had but hinted that he durſt even 


© think, I would have made him eat my ſword; by all 


the dignity of man, I would have crumbled his foul, 
into. powder. — But, J conſider that the words were 


ſpoken by a woman, and I am calm again. Con- 


© fider, my dear, that you are my ſiſter, and behave 
* yourſelf with more ſpirit. 1 have only. mentioned. 
to you my ſurmiſe, Ir may not have happened as 
' 1 ſuſpect; but let what will have happened, ou 
+ will have the comfort that your huſband; hath be- 


„ * haved himſelf with becoming Ae and lyes in 


the bed of honour.” 
Talk not to me of ſuch comfort,” replied the lady, 
vit is a loſs I cannot ſurvive; but why do I fit here 
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the worſt of. my fate, 6-1 my went Bun vil 
carry me to my coach. Good morrow, dear bro- 
ther; whatever becomes of me, I am glad to find 
71 you; out of danger. The Colonel paid her his 
proper compliments, and ſhe then left the room; but 


returned inſtantly back, faying, Brother, I mut 


: :- +-beg the favour of you to let your footinan ſtep to 


* my mantua- maker, I am ſure it is a miracle in my 


preſent diſtracted condition, how it came into my 
head.“ The footman was preſently ſummoned, and 
Mrs James delivered him his ' meſſage, which was to 
countermand the orders which the had given that 
very morning, to make her up a new. ſuit: of brocade; 
Feaven knows,” fays ſhe, * now, when I can wear 
*. brocade, or whether ever I fhall wear it!' And 
now having repeated her meſſage with ou exact. 
neſs, leſt there ſhould be any miſtake, ſhe again la- 
mented her wretched fituation, and then departed; 
leaving the Colonel in full expeRation of Neun 
ſpeedy news of the fatal iſſue of the battle. 


But though the reader ſhould entertain the ſame 


eurioſity, we muſt be excuſed from ſatisfying it, till 


we have firſt accounted for an incident which we have 


related in this very chapter, and which we think de- 


ſerves ſome ſolution. ' The critic, I am convinced; 


already is appriſed that I mean the friendly behaviour 


of James to Booth, which, from what we had betore- 


recorded, ſeemed ſo little to be expected. 
It muſt be remembered, that the anger which the 


former of theſe gentlemen had "conceived againſt the 


latter, aroſe entirely from the falſe account” given by 
Mifs Matthews of Booth, whom that lady had accu - 
fed to Colonel James of on... as W as On” 
traduced his character. 

Now, of all the miniſters of vengeance, there w_ 
none with whom the devil deals fo treacheroully, 
with thoſe whom he employs in executing the i 
chievans purpoſes of an angry miſtreſs; for no ſooner 
is revenge executed on an offending lover⸗; than it is 


ſure to be repented, and all the anger which befor | 


raged againſt the beloved object, returns. with dou 
fury on the head of his aflaffin, * 


Pils Matthews, n no ee heard that | 
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= was killed, (far ww Th eport 
by a colonel of the army), than ſhe; immediately eon · 
cluded. it to be James. She was extremely thocked 


with the news, and her heart inſtantly began to re- 


lent. All the reaſons, on which ſhe had founded her 


love, recurred in the ſtrongeſt and livelieſt colours to 
her mind, and all the cauſes of her hatred funk down 


and diſappeared ; or if the leaſt remembrance of any 
thing which had diſobliged her remained, her heart 
became his zealous advocate, and ſoon ſatisfied her 
that her own. fates. were more to be blamed than he 
and that, without being a villain, he. could have ated 
no otherwiſe than he had done. 

In this temper of mind, the looked on herſelf — 


murderer of an innocent man, and what to her was 


much worſe, of the man ſhe had loved, and ſtill did 
love with all the violence imaginable. She looked 
on James as, the tool with which ſhe had, done this 
murder; and as it is uſual for people who. have, raſh» 
ly or inadvertently made any animate or inanimate 


thing the inſtrument of miſchief, to hate thei 


means by which the miſchief was effected, (for thi 
is a ſubtle method which the mind invents. to excnſe 
ourſelves, the laſt objects on whom we would, willing» 
ly wreak our vengeance :) ſo Miſs Matthews now ha- 
ted and curſed: James as the efficient cauſe of that a 
which the herſelf had contrived, and laboured to r 
into execution. 

dhe ſat down, thankee.. i in a furious agita Ts, little 
ſhort of madneſs, and wrote the following IU > : 


'F HOPE this will find you in.the. 1 

for the murder of one of the beſt of friends. that 
ever man was bleſt with. In one ſenſe, indeed, he 
may ſeem: to have deſerved his fate, by chaſing a 
' fool for his friend; for who but a fool would — 
believed what the anger and rage of an injured 
voman ſuggeſted ? a ſtory ſo, improbable, that 1 
c could. (rags þ be; thought in earneſt, when I men 
tioned it. 


Know then; cruel. wretch, that poor Booth loved 
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your commendation, guilty of as much gallen hive 


as L was in what I told you concerning him, 
If this knowledge makes you coiſerables it is ne 


more chan you have-made 
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\ Being the loft chapter of te t book. 


E ſhall now return to Colonel Janes and Me 
*Y Y - Booth, who walked together from Colonel 

| Baths lodging with much more-peaceable intention 
than that gentleman had conjectured,” who dreamed 
of nothing but [words md n . implements of 
war. . 

The bird - cage walk i in the Park was the Teene? ap- 
pointed by James for unburthening his mind. Thi. 
| ther they carne, and there James acquainted Booth 

With all that-which the reader knows already, and 
gave him the letter which we have inſerted” at the end 
of the laſt chapter. | 


'Booth'expreſſed: great aficuiſlimaent at this reien 


not without venting ſome deteſtation of the wicked 
neſs of Miſs Matthews; upon which; James to6E bim 
up, ſaying, He ought not to ſpeak with fuüch abhor- 
rence of faults, which love for him had occaſioned. 
Can you mention love, my dear Colonel,” cried 
Booth, * and ſuch a woman in the ſame breath 
© Yes, faith! can I,” ſays James, for the devil take 
me, ir” I know a more lovely woman in the world. 
Here he began to deſcribe her whole perſon; but as 
we cannot infert all the deſcription, ſo we ſhall omit 
it all; and concluded with ſaying, Curſe me, if! 
4 don't think her the fineſt creature in the univerſe. 


I would give half my eſtate, Booth, ſhe loved me 


as well as ſhe doth you; Though, on ſecond con- 
« fideration, I believe I ſhould repent that bargam; 


for then, very poſſibly, 1 ſhould not care FM aan 
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© You will pardon me, dear Colonel,” anſwered 


| Booth, but to me there appears ſomewhit very ſin 
2 gular in your way os: the B is * 
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Chap. h. 
the object .of Aiking, great qualities of admiration, 8 
good ones of eſteem; but the devil take me, if Þ : 
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me, anſwered the Colonel. 


4 * 1 1 


think any thing but love to be the object of love.“ 

« Is there not Wang too ſelfiſh,” replied James, 
in that opinion ? but, without conſidering. it in that 
light, is, it not of all things the moſt. infipid ? all 


oll! all ſugar !' zounds! it is enough to cloy the 


ſharp-ſet appetite of a parſon. Acids — are an 
moſt likely to quicken,” _. 

I do not love reaſoning in alloparieg,” cries Bockhs 
but with regard to love [ declare I never found any 
thing cloying in it, I have lived almoſt alone with 


my wife near three, years together, was never tired 


with her company, nor ever withed for any other 
and I am ſure, I never taſted any of the acid you 


mention. to quicken: my appetit. 53 


« This. is all very extraordinary and romantic to 
If I was to be ſhut 
up three years with the ſame woman, which Hea- 
ven forbid! nothing, I think, could keep me alive, 
but a temper as violent as that of Miſs Matthews. 
As to love, it would make me ſick to death, in the- 
twentieth part of that time. If I was fo condemn - 
ed, let me ſee, what would I wiſh the woman to 


be? I think no one virtue would be. ſufficient. 


With the ſpirit of a tigreſs, 1 would have her be a 
prude, a ſcold, a ſcholar, a critic, a wit, a politi- 


cian, and a Jacobite; ; and then, perhaps, eternal 


oppoſition would keep up our ſpirits; and within 


one another daily at the devil, we ſhould make a 


ſhift to drag on a damnable ſtate of Kfe, withoat 


much ſpleen or vapours.” 


And ſo you do not intend,” cries Booth, © to break 
with this woman?“ 


Not more than I "Wan already, if I can * it,” 


anſwered the Colonel. 


* And you will be reconciled to her ?? ſaid as. 
© Yes, faith! will I, if I can; 


nel.— I hope you have no objection. b 
None, my dear friend, ſaid Booth, $ + unleſs « on 
your account. ; 
© I do believe you, laid ahe Colonel; 7, acl Hiew 12 , 
8 tell Jour ou are a * extraordinary man: not 
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to deſire me to quit keyew your own eech Up. 


2 on my ſoul, I begin to pity the woman, Who hath 


placed her affection, perhaps, on the only man in 


5 England of your age, who would not return it. But 
for my part, I promiſe you, I like her beyond all 
other women; and whilſt that is the caſe, my boy, 


if her mind was as full of iniquity as Pandora's bor 
vas of diſeaſes, I'd hug her cloſe in my arms, and 


only take as much care as poſſible to keep the lid 


down for fear of mĩſchief.— But come, dear Booth, 
faid he, let us conſider your affairs; for I am aſha. 
© med of having neglected them ſo long; ;- and the 
* only anger I have againft. this wench is, that the 
was Hoes occaſion of it. 5 

Booth then acquainted the Colonel with the pro- 


miſcs he had received from 'the noble Lord : upon 
which James ſhook him by the hand, and heartily 


withed him joy, crying, I do affure you, if you have 
«his intereft, you will need no other; did n not know 
you was acquainted with him.“ 

To which Mr Booth anſwored, that he was but 2 
new acquaintance, and that he was recommended to 
him by a lady. 15 
AA lady !' cries the Obel — An. 1 Jon t ak 
eher name. Lou are a happy man, Booth, among 
the women; and, I aſſure you, you could have no 
* ftronger recommendation. The peer loves the la · 
* dies, I believe, as well as ever Mark Antony did; 
© and it is not his fault, if he hath not ſpent as much 
upon them. If he once fixes his eye upon a wo- 
man, he will ſtick at nothing to get her. 

Ay, indeed !' cries Booth. Is that his charader F 

Ay, faith! anſwered the Colonel. and the cha- 


© rafter of moſt men beſides him. Few. of them, I 


mean, will ſtick at any thing beſide their money. 
1 à la bourſe, is ſometimes the boundary of 
ove as well as friendſhip. And, indeed, I never 
© knew any other man part with his money ſo very 


freely on theſe occaſions. You ſee, dear Booth, dhe 


© confidence I have in your honour,” | 
I hope, indeed, you have,“ cries Booth, 6 but! 

© don't ſee what inſtance you now give me beg 25 

0 hes amor © 1122 
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Have not I ſhewn you, anſweredyJames, where 


« you may carry your goods to market? I can atlure 
you, my friend, that is a ſecret 1 would not inzpart 


ces conſidered . 4 

« I am very ſorry, Sir, cries Booth very gravely, 
and turning as pale as death, you ſhould entertain 
« a thought of this kind: a thought which hath al- 
« moſt frozen up my blood. I am unwilling to be- 
lieve there are ſuch villains in the world; but there 
is none of them whom I ſhould detelt Half fo much 


oy 


me a hint of that kind, I have taſted of tome d1- 


in my own power, and I can boldly fay to Fortune, 


Have I not expreiſed that conlidencs my dear 
© Booth 2? anſwered the Colonel. And what. you 
ſay now well Juſtifies my opinion; for I do agree 
« with you, that, conſidering all things, it would be 
© the highel inſtance of dithonour.” 


« Diſhonour, indeed!“ returned Booth. © What, 
« wretch breathing?“ 
© I don't know, that,” ſaid the Colonel; but I am 


* eine how you yourſelf could conceive ſuch a thou Zht. 


ced my Lord would bid a ſwinging price againit me.” 


logue, and to the fifth book of this hiſtory. 


to every man in your ſituation, and all circumitan- | 


das myſelf, if my own mind had ever ſuggeſted to 


« firefſes of life, and I know not to what greater 1 | 
may be driven; but my honour, I thanx Heaven, is. 


+ the ſhall not rob me of it.“ 8 


to proſtitute my wife l Can L think there is fuch a 


« ſure, it was very far from my intention to inGariits the 
© leaſt hint of any ſuch matter to you, Nor can I ima- 


The goods I meant, were no other than the charm- 
ing perſon of Miſs Matthews; for whom I am convin- 


Booth's countenance greatly cleared up at this de- 
claration, and he anſwered with a ſmile, that lie 
hoped he need not give the Colonel any afſurances 
on that head. However, though he was ſatisfied 
with regard to the Colonel's ſuſpicions, yet ſome 
chimeras now aroſe in his brain, which gave him no 
very agreeable ſenſations. What theſe were the ſaga- 
cious reader may probably ſuſpect; but if he ſhould 
not, we may, perhaps, have occaſion to open them 
in the ſequel. Here we will put an end to this dia- 
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lady at home, and likewiſe with the occaſion of all 


n 


 Panegyrics on beauty, with other grave matters. 


HE Colonel and Booth walked comithes: to the 
latter's lodging; for as it was not that day in 


the week in which all parts of the town are anne 


Booth could not wait on the Colonel. 

When they arrived in Spring-Garden, Booth, to bis 
great ſurpriſe, found no one at home but the maid, 
In truth Amelia had accompanied Mrs Elliſon and 
her children to his Lordſhip's; for as her little girl 
ſhewed a great unwillingneſs to go without her, the 


| fond mother was eaſily perſuaded to make one on the 


company. 
Booth had ſcarce ſled the Colongt up to his 
apartment, when a ſervant from Mrs James knocked 


| haſtily at the door. The lady not meeting with her 


huſband at her return home, began to deſpair of him, 
and performed every thing which was decent on the 
occaſion, An apothecary was preſently called with 
Hartſhorn and Sal Volatile, a doctor was ſent for, and 
meſſengers were diſpatched. every way; amongſt the 
reſt, one was ſent to enquire at the lodging of his 
ſuppoſed antagoniſt. $33 
The ſervant hearing that his maſter was alive and 
well above ſtairs, ran up eagerly to acquaint him with 
the dreadful ſituation in which he left his miſerable 
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her diſtreſs, ſaying, that his lady had HE at her bro- 
tber's, and had there heard that his honour was ki d 


in a duel by Captain Booth. 2 

The Colonel 1iniled at this account, * bid the Fer 
vant make haſte back to contradict it. And 
turning to Booth, he ſaid, Was there ever ſue 


ther fellow as this brother of mine? I thought 1 in- 


«© deed his behaviour was ſomewhat odd at the time; 
* I ſuppoſe he overheard me whiſper that I would 
give you fatisfaction, and thence concluded, we 
went together with a deſign of tilting. — D- n the 
fellow, I begin to grow heartily fick of him, at 
« wiſh I could get well rid of him without cutting his 
* throat, which | ſometimes apprehend he will inſilt 
* on my doing, as a return for my getting him made 
* a lieutenant-colonel.“ 


Whilſt theſe two ended were commenting on 


the character ef the third, Amelia and her company 


returned, and all preſently came up ſtairs, not only 


the children, but the two ladies, laden with trinkets 
as if they had been come from a fair. Amelia, who 


had been highly delighted all the morning with the 
exceſſive pleaſure which her children enjoyed, when the 


ſaw Colonel James with her huſband, and perceived 
the molt manifeſt marks of that e which 
ſhe knew had been ſo long and fo earneitly wiſhed by 
Booth, became {ſo tranſported with joy chat her happi- 
neſs was ſcarce capable of addition. Exerciſe had 


painted her face with vermilion; and the highelt 


good-humour had ſo ſweetned every feature, and a 
valt flow of ſpirits had ſo lightned up her bright eyes, 


that ſhe was all a blaze of beauty. She ſeemed in- 
deed, as Milton e deſeribes EN„„öͤ 


0 adorned 
0 With what all Earth or Heaven could beſtow 
To make her amiable”: 


Again, 1 5 | 5 


Grace was in all er ſteps, Heaven in her eye, 15 
In ey ry geſture, dignity and love. 


Or z as W aller ſw eetly, though leſs ſublimely, ſings: 2 
W A + Swcemels, 
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IM Sweetneſs, truth, and every grace, 


The eye may in a moment reach, 
And read diſtin&ly 1 in her face.“ 


On to mention one poet more, and him of! all I the 
ſweeteſt, ſhe' ſeemed to be the very perſon of whom 


Suckling wrote the following lines, ITY e of 
a he ſays, 


All his lovely looks, his pie ing 1 
All his ſweet motions, all his taking. ſmiles, 
All that awakes, all that inflames deſires, 

All that ſweetly commands, all that beguiles, 

He does into one pair of eyes convey, 
And there begs leave that he himſelf may tay.” 


c 


Such was Amelia at this time when ſhe entered the 
room, and having paid her reſpects to the Colonel, the 
went up to her huſband, and cried, O my dear! 

never were any crgatures ſo happy as your little 

75 things have been this whole morning; and all 
# owing to my Lord's goodneſs; ſure never. was any 

: thing ſo good-natur ed and ſo generous !* She then 
made the children produce their preſents, the value of 
which amounted to a pretty large ſum; for there was 
a gold watch amongſt the trinkets' that colt above 
twenty guineas. ; 


Inſtead of diſcovering ſo much ſatisfaction; on \ this 


occaſion as Ameha expected, Booth very gravely an- 
iwered, And pray, my dear, how are we to repay 
all theſe obligations to his Lordſhip ?? How can you 
« aſk ſo. ſtrange a queſtion ?* cries Mrs Elliſon, how 
little do you know of the ſoul of generoſity (for 
ſure my couſin deſerves that name) when you call 
a fewlittle trinkets given to children, an obliga- 
tion?” © Indeed, my dear,” cries Amelia, I would 


1 was forced at laſt abſolutely to refuſe, or I be- 
lieve he would have laid a hundred pound out on 
the children: for I never ſaw any one ſo fond of 
children, which convinces me he is one of the belt 
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Which time and uſe are wont to teach, too 18 


have ſtopped his hand, if it had been poſſible; nay, 


of men. But 1 aſk you. pardon, Colonel, ? faid ſhe, b 
* 
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turning to him, I ſhould not entertaif you with theſe 
ſubjects; yet I know you have goodneſs enough to- 
e excuſe the folly of a mother. | - 

The Colonel made a very low aſſenting bow; and. 
ſoon after they all fat down to a ſmall repaſt; for the 
Colonel had promiſed Booth to dine with him where 
they firſt came home together; and what he had ſince 
heard from his own houſe, gave hiox ſtill leſs inclina- 


tion than ever to repair thither. | 


But, beſides both theſe, there was a third anck 
ſtronger inducement to him to paſs the day with his 
friend; and this was the deſire of paſſing it with his 
friend's wife. When the Colonel had firſt ſeen Ame- 
lia in France, fhe was but juſt recovered from a con- 
ſumptive habit, and looked pale and thin; beſides, his 
engagements: with Miſs Bath at that timie took total 
poſſeſſion of him, and guarded his heart from the im- 
preſſions of another woman; and when he had dined 
with her in town, the vexations through which the 
had lately paſſed, had ſomewhat deadned her beauty; 
beſides, he was then engaged, as we have ſeen, in a 
very warm purſuit of a new miſtreſs; but now he had 
no ſuch impediment : for though the reader huth juſt 
before ſeen his warm declarations of a paſſion for Mit: 
Matthews, yet it may be: remembered that he had 
deen in poſſeſſion of her for above x fortnight ; and 
one of the happy properties of this kind of paſſion is, 
that it can with equal violence love half a dozen, or 
half a ſcore, different objects at one and the ſame: 
time, CM Art. e | 

But indeed ſuck were the charms now diſplayed by 
Amelia, of which we endeavoured above to draw ſome 


taint reſemblance, that perhaps no other beauty could 


have ſecured him from their influence. And here, to 
conteſs a truth in his favour, however the grave, or 


rather the hypocritical part of mankind may cenſure 


it, l am firmly perſuaded that to withdraw admiration 
from exquiſite beauty, or to feel no delight in gazing 
at it, is as impoſſible as to feel no: warmth from the 


moſt ſcorching rays of the ſun. To-run away-is all 


that is in our power: and yet, in the former caſe; 


if it⸗muſt be allowed we have the power-of running 
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away, it muſt be allowed alſo, that it requires the 


ſtrongeſt reſolution to execute it: for when, as Dry- 


den ſays, „ Forts 
* All paradiſe is opened in a face. 
how natural is the deſire of going thither ! and how 
diſſicult to quit the lovely proſpect! 7 


And yet, however difficult this may be, my young 


readers, it is abſolutely neceſſary, and that imme- 


diately too: flatter not yourſelves that fire will not 


ſcorch as well as warm, and the longer we ſtay within 


its reach, the-more we ſhall burn, The admiration 


of a beautiful woman, though the wife of our deareſt 


friend, may at firſt perhaps be innocent; but let us 


not flatter ourſelves it will always Femain ſo; deſire 
is ſure to ſucceed ; and wiſhes, hopes, deſigns, with 


_ a long train of miſchiefs, tread cloſe at our heels. In 
affairs of this kind we may molt properly apply the 
well-known remark of nemo repente fuit tunpiſimus. 
It fares indeed with us on this occaſion, as with the 


unwary traveller in ſome parts of Arabia the Deſart, 
whom the treacherous ſands imperceptibly betray till 


he is overwhelmed and loſt. In both caſes the only 
Tafety is by withdrawing our feet the very firſt mo- 


ment we perceive them ſiding. 1 
This digreſſion may appear impertinent to ſome 
readers; we could not, however, avoid the oppor- 


tunity of offering the above hints; ſince of all paf- 
ſions there is none againſt which we ſhould ſo ſtrongly 


fortify ourſelves as this, which is generally called 
love: for no other lays before us, eipecially in the 


. tumultuous days of youth, ſuch ſweet, ſuch ſtrong, 


and almoſt irreſiſtible temptations; none hath pro- 
duced in private life ſuch latal and lamentable trage- 


dies; and what is worſt of all, there is none to whole 


poiſon and infatuation the beſt of minds are ſo liable, 
Ambition ſcarce ever produces any evii, but when it 
reigns in cruel and ſavage boſoms; and Avarice ſel- 


dom flouriſhies at all but ia the baſeſt and poorelt ſoil. 
Love, on the contrary, ſprouts uſually up in the richeſt 
and nobleſt minds; but there, unleſs nicely watched; 
"pruned, and cultivated, and carefully kept Sloan 4 
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had betrayed ta Booth's obſervation the 


hay; 2. 
thoſe vicious weeds which. are 700 apt to ſurroagd Us 
++ branches forth into wildneſs and diſorder, produces 
nothing deſirable, but choaks up and kills whatever 
is good and noble in the mind where it ſo abounds. 
In ſhort, to drop, the allegory, not only tenderneſs; 
and good - nature, but bravery, generoſity, -and ever 

virtue are often made the. inſtraments of effecting: 


the molt atrocious e of * ee 11 


rank. 
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Which vill not appear, ave preſume, neee to al 
married teaderr. e e 


F the table of poor Booth afforded but an n init 
[ ferent repaſt to the Colonel's hunger, here was 
molt excellent entertainment of a much higher kind. 
The Colonel began now to wonder within himſelf at 
his not having before diſcovered ſuch incomparable 
beauty and excellence. This wonder was indeed ſo 

natural, that leſt it ſhould ariſe likewiſe in the reader, 
we thought proper to give the ſolution of it in the 
preceding chapter. tad 

During the firſt two Ns the Colmes 3 — i 
had his eyes off from Amelia; for he was taken by. 
ſurpriſe, and his heart was gone before he ſuſpected 
himſelf to be in any danger. His mind, however, no 
ſconer ſuggeſted a certain ſecret to him, than it ſug- 
geſted ſome degree of prudence to him at the ſame”. 
tine; and the knowledge that he had thoughts to 
conceal, and the care o concealing them, had birth 
at one and the ſame inſtant. During the reſidue of 
the day therefore, he grew more circumſpect, and 
contented himſelf with now and then ſtealing a look 
by chance, eſpecially as the more than ordinary gra- 
vity of Booth made him fear that his former behaviour 
great and 


ſudden liking he had conceived for 10 wife, even be⸗ 
fore he had obſerved it in himſelf. b 

Amelia continued the whole day in the higheſt ſpi-1 
rits and higheſt good-humour imaginable z never once 
remarking that a of eee in xr 
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band, of which the Colonel had taken notice; ſv 
6 much more quick ſighted, as we have ſomewhere. elſe 
hinted, is guilt than innocence. Whether Booth had 
in reality made any ſuch obſervations: on the Colonel gf 
behaviour as he had ſuſpected, we will not-undertake 
to deterniine ; yet ſo far may be material to ſay, as 
we can with ſufficient certarnty, that the change-in 
Booth's behaviour that day from what was uſual with 
him, was remarkable enough. None of his former 
vivacity appeared 1 in his converſation; and his coun- 
tenance was altered'from being the picture of ſweetneſs: 
and good-humour, not indeed to ſourneſs or moroſe-: 
neſs, but to gravity. and melancholy. | 

Tho” the Colonel's ſuſpicion had the effect which 
we have mentioned on his behaviour, yet it could 
not perſuade him to depart. In ſhort, he fat in his 
chair as if confined: to it by enchantment, ſtealing 
looks: now and then, and humouring his growing 
paſſion, without having command enough ever his 
limbs to carry him out of the room, till decency at 
laſt forced him to put an end to his prepoſterous viſit, 
When the huſband and wife were left alone together, 
the latter reſumed the ſubject of her children, and gave 
Bootłr a particular narrative of alt that had paſted at his 
Lordſhip's, which he, tho' ſomething had certainly 


diſconcerted him, affected to receive with all the plea- 


ſure he could; and this affectation, however aukwardly 
he acted his part, paſſed very welk on Amelia; for 
ſhe could not well conceive a diſpleaſure, of which 
ſhe had not the leaſt hint of any cauſe; and indeed, 
at a time when, from his reconciliation with Jaines, 
the imagined her huſband to be entirely and Prey 
happy. 
The greateſt part of chat night Booth paſt awake; 5 
and if during the reſidue he might be faid to ſleep, 


he could ſcarce be ſaid to enjoy repoſe; his eyes were 


no ſooner cloſed, than he was purſued and haunted by 
the moſt frightful and terrifying dreams, w hich threw 
him into ſo reſtleſs a condition, that he ſoon diſturbed 
his Amelia, and greatly alarmed her with apprehen- 
fions that he had been ſeized by ſome dreadful diſ⸗- 


cabs though he had not the leaſt ſymptoms of a fever 


by 
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by any extraordinary. heat, or any 7 other indications 
but was rather colder than uſual, 

As Booth aſſured his wiſe that. he was very 3 
but found no inclination to ſleep, ſhe likewiſe bid 
adieu to her {lumbers, and attempted to entertain 
him with her converfation. Upon which his Lord-. 
jiip occurred as the firſt topic; and ſhe, repeated to 
him all the ltories which ſhe had heard from Mrs El- 
liſon, of the peer's Soodnefs to his fiſter and his ne- 
phew and niece. It is impoſſible, my dear,” ſays 
the, to defcribe chair fondneſs for their uncle, which 
„is to me an ineconteſtable fign of a, parent's good- R 
© neſs,” —— Tn this manner ſhe ran on for feveral mi- 
nutes, n at laſt, that it was pity ſo very few 
ad ſuch generous minds joined to immenſe fortunes. 

Booth, inſtead of making a direct anſwer to what 
Amelia had ſaid, cried coldly, But do you think, 

© my dear, it was right to accept all thoſe expenfive 
© toys which the children brought home? and I aſk 
© you again, what return we are to make for theſe 
obligations??? 

Indeed, my dear, eries a you ſee this 
© matter in too ſerious a light. Though am the laſk 
perſon in the world who would. kffen his Lerdiſhip's 
gocdneſs, (indeed I ſhall always think we are both 
* infinitely obliged to him), yet ſure you maſt allow 
tlie expence to be a meretrifle to ſuch a vaſt fortune. 
As for return, his own benevolence? in the fatisfac- : 
tion it receives, more than repays iſe, ans 1 am 
convinced he expects no other.“ 8 2 5 

Very well, my dear, cries. Booth, 1 "att 
have it your way: I muſt confeſs I never yet ſaw: 
any reaſon to blame your diſcernment ; and perhaps 
„ | have been in the wrong to give. myſelf ſo much 
uneaſineſs on this account,” 

Uneaſmeſs, Child!' ſaid Amelia eagerly. « Good 
Heavens! hath this made yon uneaſy ?* 

© I do own it hath,” anſwered Booth, and it hath 
been the only cauſe of breaking my repoſe. 

* Why then I wilh,” cries Amelia, all the things 
had been at the atk before ever the children had 
* teen en; 9 whaterer [ 147; think myſelf, 1 * 
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the truth; I promiſe you, I won't blame you nor 
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« miſe you, they ſhall never more accept the 1 of 1 
a farthing, —If, upon this occaſion, I have been the = 
«cauſe of your. rmeaſineſs, you will do me che Jullice 1 
4 to believe that I was totally innocent.“ 

At thoſe words Booth caught her in his arms, and 15 
with the tendereſt embrace, emphatically repeating Wl di, 
the word innocent, cried, —* Heaven forbid I ſhould re 
think otherwiſe. | 0 thou art the beſt of TORN. 0 
that ever bleſſed a man. 48 

Well but, ſaid ſhe ſmiling, * ao confeſs, my . 00 


diſeſteem you for it; but is not pride really at the 
bottom of this fear of an obligation?” _ 
Perhaps it may,” anſwered he, * or if you will 
you may call it fear. I own I am afraid of obliga- 
« tions as the worſt kind of debts; for I have gene- 
© rally obſerved thoſe who confer them, expe@ to be 
repaid ten thouſand fold“. | 

Here ended all that is material of their Aon; 
and a little time afterwards, they both fell fait aſleep 
in one another's arms; from which time Booth had 
no more reſtleſſneſs, nor any further Pen in 
his dreams. 

Their repoſe however had been ſo Alpen qiſturbed 
in the former part of the night, that as it was very 
late before they enjoyed that ſweet fleep I have jult 
mentioned, they lay a-bed the next day till noon, 
when they both roſe with the utmoſt chearfulnels; 
and white Amelia beſtirred herſelf in the affairs of ber 
family, Booth went to viſit the wounded colonel, hi 

He found that gentleman ſtill proceeding very a 
in his recovery, with which he was more pleaſed than 
he had reaſon to be with his reception; for the Co- 
lonel received him very coldly indeed, and when Booth : 
told him he had received perfect ſatisfaQion. from his 
brother, Bath erected his head, and anſwered with a. 
ſneer, Very well, Sir, if you think theſe matters can 
< be ſo made up, d—n me, if it is any buſineſs of 
« mine; My dignity hatk not been injur ed.“. a 
No one, I believe,” cries Booth, dare injure it.“ 
© You believe ſo ?? ſaid the Colonel, think, Sir, Wl * 
vou n be aſſures of it; but this, at leaſt, you 
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may be aſſured of, that if any man did, I would 
tumble him down the . ES of hell, dn __—. 
that you may be afſured-of,* - | 

As Booth found the Colonel in this diſpoſition, tis 
had no great inclination to lengtlien out his viſit, nor 
did the Colonel himſelf ſeem to deſire it; ſo he ſoon 
returned back to his Amelia, whom he found per- 
forming the office of a cook, with as much pleaſure 
as a fine lady generally enjoys in drelling herſe!” out 
for a ball, i 


» £. 


CHAP U 2 80 
In which the Hiftory looks a lathe backwards. 


| | E FORE we proceed farther in out hiſtory, we. 


{hall recount a ſhort ſcene to our reader which 


palied between Amelia and Mrs Elliſon whilſt Booth 


was on his viſit to Colonel Bath. We have already 


obſerved, that Amelia had conceived an extraordinary 
affection for Mrs Bennet, which ſtill increaſed every 


time ſhe ſaw her; ſhe thought the diſcovered ſome- 


thing wonderfully good and gentle in her counte- 


nance and diſpoſition, and was "ou deſirous oe know. | 


ing her whole hiſtory. 


She had a very ſhort interview with that id this 
morning in Mrs Elliſon's apartment. As ſoon there- 
fore as Mrs Bennet was gone, Amelia acquainted 
Mrs Elliſon with the good opinion ſhe had conceived 


of her friend, and likewiſe with her curioſity to know 
her ſtory: * For there muſt be ſomething uncommon- 
ly good,” ſaid ſhe, © in one who can ſo truly mourn 


for a huſband above three years after his death. 
* O, cries Mrs Elliſon, to be ſure the world muſt 2 


c allow her to have been one of the beſt of wives. 


And indeed, upon the whole, the is a good ſort. of 


woman; and what I like her the beſt for is a ſtrong 


reſemblance that ſhe bears to yourſelf in the form 
But for 


© of her perſon, and ſtill more in her voice. 
. 


my own part, I know nothing remarkable in her 
fortune, unleſs what I have told you, that ſhe was 
* the daughter of a clergyman, had little or no for- 
tune, and, married a poor parſon for love, who 2 
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ned d eee 
her in the utmoſt diſtreſs. If you pleaſe, 1 vill ſuew 

you a letter which ſhe writ to me at that time, 
5 though I inſiſt upon your promiſe never to mention 
it to her; indeed, you will be the firſt perſon J ever 


+. ſhewed it to“ She then opened her ſerutore, and 
taking out the letter delivered it to Amelia, ſaying, 


There, Madam, is, I believe, as 7 a e of 


5 diſtreſs as can well be Arawn.“ 7 


3 Dear Madam, | x 7585 

As I have no other friend on ven but yourſelf 
I hope you will pardon my writing to you at this 
ſeaſon ; though I do not know that you can relieve 
my difireſſes, or if you can, have I any pretence to 
expect that you ſhould. My poor dear, O Heavens! 
—my—— lyes dead in the houſe; and after I had 
procured ſufficient to bury him, a ſet of ruffians 
have entered my houſe, ſeized all I have, have ſeiz- 
ed his dear, dear corple, and threaten to deny it 
burial. For Heaven's fake, ſend me, at. leaſt, ſome 
advice; little Tommy ſtands now by me crying for 
bread, which 1 have not to give him.—l can ſay no 
more than that 1 am, Your malt Kaen bumbl 
ſervant, ?; 
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Amelia read the letter over twice, and then dunn 
ing it, with tears in her eyes, aſked how the 
creature could poſſibly get through ſuch diſtreſs. 
Iou may depend upon it, Madam,” faid Mrs 
Elliſon, © the moment I read this account, 1 poſted 
away immediately to the lady. As to the ſeizing 
* the body, that I found was a mere bugbear; but 
all the reſt was literally true. I ſent immediately 
for the ſame gentleman that I recommended, to Mr 
Booth, left the care of burying the corpſe tg him, 
and brought my friend and her little boy immedi- 
ately away to my own houſe, where ſhe remained 


o 


then prevailed with her to retire into the country, 
and procured her a lodging with a fr iend at St. 
Edmundſbury, the air and gaiety of which place by 
degrees recovered her; and ſhe returned in about 

2 3 
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ſore months in the moſt miſerable condition. I. 
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at preſent.“ 
« yet I long: methinks to AR nas is become of che 
poor little boy.7 

He hath been Arad: | wid irg Elliſon, 4 Ke 
© more than half à year; and the mother lamented 
him at firſt almoſt as much as ſhe did her huſband ; 

© but ] found it indeed rather an eaſier matter to coin: 
fort her, though I ſat up with her near a eee 
upon the latter occafion,” 
Jou are a 2 creature, aid Amelia, « and I 
© Jove you dearly.” W 

4. Alas}: Madam,” - cries The; « aki weil I have 


done, if it had not been for the goodneſs of that 


© beſt of men, my noble couſin! His Lordſhip no 
© ſooner heard of the widow's diſtreſs from me, than 
© he immediately ſettled one hundred and fifty 
pounds a- year upon her during her life.“ 
Well! how noble, how generous was that! ſaid 
Amelia. I declare 1 * to love your coun; Mrs 
* Elliſon,” 


And I declare if you do, anſwered the; , there 


is no love loſt, I verily believe; if you had heard 
© what I heard him ſay yelterday wenden PR 
back. | 

c Why, what did. he fay, Mrs Elliſon ? * eries 
Amelia. 

He ſaid,” auftwervd the other, that you was the 


© fineſt woman his eyes ever beheld, —Ah! it is in 


© vain to with, and yet I cannot help wiſhing too.--- 
O Mrs Booth ! if you had been a ſingle woman, I 
c « armly believe 1 could have made you the happieſt 

in the world. And 1 fincerely think, I never! faw 4 
* woman who deferved it more.” 


am obliged to you, Madam, cries Amelia, "De 


your good opinion; but I really look on myſelf al- 
* ready as the happieſt woman in the world. Our 


0 


band as mine?“ 
Vor. I. 7. * N < Iam 
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a twelvemonth to toun, as well, 1 think, 40 ; ſh eb 


1 am almoſt afraid to aſk? cries 3 la; 0 and | 
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circumſtances, it is true, might have been a little 
more fortunate but, O my dear Mrs Elliſon, what 
* fortune can be put in the balance with ſuch a huſ- 


! 


— 4. 


Ar . 
— — ORG Rn... 
n 7 
7 . - = = 


- 50 
. . — DIA. Wo - 
4 - - > 


3 
D 


254 AMELES MA 


il am afraid, dear Madam,” anſwered Mrs Ellj- 


8 
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ſon, you would not hold the ſcale fairly. I acknow. 


ledge indeed, Mr Booth is a very pretty gentleman; 
Heaven forbid J ſhould endeavour to leflen him in 
your opinion; yet, if I was to be brought to e 
feſſion, I could not help ſaying, I ſee where the 4 
periority lyes, and that the men have more reaſon 
to envy Mr Booth, than the women have to envy 
his lady.“ 

** Nay, I will not bear Ry replied Amelia: 6 Yon 
will forfeit all my love, if you have the leaſt diſre- 
ſpectful opinion of my huſband.---You do not know 
him, Mrs Elliſon, he is the beſt, the kindeſt, the 
worthieſt of all his ſex. I have obſerved indeed once 
or twice before that you have taken ſome diſlike to 
him; 1 cannot conceive for what reaſon, If he hath 
aid or done any thing to diſoblige you, Lam ſure 
I can juſtly acquit him of deſign. . His extreme 
vivacity makes him ſometimes a little too heedleſs; 
but, I am convinced, a more innocent heart, - or 
one more void of offence, Was, never in a humen 
boſom.” 


. © Nay, if you grow ſerious,” cries « Mrs Ellifon, 1 


o 


88 
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any monarch i in Europe. 


have done. How is it potible, you ſhould ſuſpect l 
have taken any diſlike to a man, to whom I have al- 


ways ſhewn ſo perfect a regard] but to ſay I think 
him, or almoſt any other man in the world, warthy 
of yourſelf, is not within my power with truth. And 


ſince you force the confeſſion from me, I declare, I 
think ſuch beauty, ſuch ſenſe, and ſuch goodneſs 


united, might aſpire without ner to the arms of 
* Alas! my dear Mrs Elliſon,” ances 8 
do yon think happineſs and a crown fo cloſely 
united? how many miſerable women have lain in 
the arms of kings Indeed, Mrs Elliſan, if y had 
all the merit you compliment me with, I ſhould 
think it all fully rewarded with ſuch a man as, I 
thank Heaven, hath fallen to my lot; nor would I. 

upon my ſoul, exchange that lot with 2 . be in 


the univerle. „ a one 1d ml 
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* ſon, to keep you in countenance; but I ſhall never 


this generous way of thinking??? bl 
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« Well,. there are enow of our ſex;' ſaid Mrs Elli- 


forget the beginning of a ſong- of Mr Congreve” * 

that my huſband was ſo fond of, that he was Ways: | 

6 ſinging e115: 8 
« Love": 8 but A krallty of the mind, 1 
When tis not with ambition join'd.“ 


L « Lois without intereſt makes bur an unſavoury, diſh in 

my opinion 5 
And pray how long hath this been your opinion? + | 

faid Amelia, ſmiling. 

Ever ſince I was born,” anſwered Mrs Ellifon, - 

« at leaſt, ever ſince I can remember. 2 j 
And have you never, ſaid enn 4 deviate fron, 


Never once, anſwered the other, 1 in \ the whole 
* courſe df mne 
0 Mrs: Elliſon! Mrs Elliſon!” erte Lion 
* why do we ever blame thoſe who are diſingenuous in * 
confeſſing their faults, when we are ſo often aſhamek 
to own ourſelves in thè right. Some women no in 
my ſituation, would be angry that you had not made 
confidantes of them; but I never deſite to know 
* more of the ſecrets of others, than they are pleaſed 
© to entruſt me with. You muſt believe, however, 
that TI ſhould not have given you theſe hints of my 
„knowing all, if I had difapproved'of your choice. 
On the contrary, I aſſure you, I highly approve it. 
The gentility he wants, it will be eaſy y in your power 
* to procure for him; and as for his good qualities, 1 
will myſelf bs bound for them; and make not the 
leaſt doùbt, as you have owned to me yourſelf that 
* you have pluced your affections on him, Jou wilk be 
one of the happieſt women in the world. 
pon my honour,” cries Mrs Elliſon, v 
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very prave- 


y mean.“ 
Upon erhbnehä, you aftoniſh we, ſaid Arteſia, 
but have done. oi fie it 906 Bang, 


Nay thenz' ſaid the then e 7 fallt — | 
6 what you mean,” | 
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© your marriage with Serjeant Atkinſon ?? + 
* With Serjeant Atkinſon !? cries Mrs Ellifon eager 


WS © my marriage with. a'ſerjeant !* 


Well, with Mr Atkinſon then, Captain Atkin: 


* ſon, if you pleaſe; for fo I hope to ſee him.” 


And have you really no better opinion of me, ſaid 


Mrs Elliſon, than to imagine me capable of ſuch 
condeſcenſion? what have I done, dear Mrs Booth, 
to deſerve ſo low a place in your eſteem? I find, in- 
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deed, as Solomon ſays, Nomen ought to watch the 


2or of their lips, How little did J imagine chat a 
little harmleſs freedom in diſcourſe; could perſuade 
any one that I could entertain a ſerious intention of 
diſgracing my family! for of a very good. family 


am I come, I aſſure you, Madam, though I now let 


lodgings, | Few of my. lodgers, bels ever came 
of u better.” 175 
If I have offended you; Madam, faid/ Amelia 
I am very ſorry, and aſk your pardon; but beſides 
what I heard from yourſelf, Mr Booth told me.“ 
O pes,“ anſwered Mrs Elliſon,“ Mr Booth, I 
know, is a very good friend of mine Indeed, 1 
know you better than to think} it could be yout 
own ſuſpicion. —T am very much: r to _ 
Booth truly ! rate 
* Nay,' cries Amelia, the Canin himſelf: is in 
fault; for Mr Booth, I am poſitive, only _— 
what he had from him.“ 1 
Impudent coxcomb? cries Mrs Elliſon. -* <] ſhall 
know how to keep ſuch fellows at a proper diſtance 
for the future— l will tell you, dear Madam, all chat 
happened. When I roſe in the morning, I found the 
fellow waiting in the entry; and «as you had expreſſed 
ſome regard for him as your ſoſter - brother, nay, he 
is a very genteel fellow that I muſt own, I ſcolded 
my maid for not, ſhewing him into my little back: 
room; and then I aſked him to walk into' the pars 
Could I have imagined he would have con» 
ſtrued ſuch little civility into an encouragement?” 
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Chap. 4. 


Te was all: 
4 N E LH 4 1 
too,: ſaid Amelia. 1 have ſeen von give 
him much 
Well, perhaps I have, ſdid Mis Elliſon. I have 
been always too unguarded in my i eeth; and can- 
not anſwer for all L havé ſuid. Sh then began to 


change her note. and, with: an affected laugh, $a turn- 
ed all into ridieule ; and ſoon after wards, the two 


ladies ſeparated, both in apparent good humour; and 


Amelia ent about thoſe domeſtic offices, in which 
Mr Booth found her eng 
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N: the afternoon, Mr Booth, with Ametia' a8 ner | 


J children] went to refreth* themſelves ir the Park. 

The converſation now turned on what pæſſed in the 
morning with Mrs:Eliſon, the latter part of the dia- 
ſogue, I mean, recorded in che laſt chapter. Amelia 


told her huſband, that Mrs Elliſon ſo ſtrongly denied 
all intentions to marry. the ſerjeant, that ſhe had con- 
vinced her the poor fellow was under an error; and 


had miſtaken a little too much levity for ſevibus: en- 
couragement and concluded; by defi bing oO moe 
to jeſt with her any more on that fſubject. 

Booth burſt into a laugh, at h his ift ſaĩd. 


My dear ereatufef' ſdid he, © how! eaſy! is thy ho- 


neſty and fimplieity to be impoſed on! how little 
« dolt thou gueſs at the art and falſehood of women! 
I knew a young lady, wbo, againſt her father's con- 
* ſent, was married to a brother officer of mine. And 
us 1 often uſed to walk with her, (for I Knew her firs 
* ther intimately well), ſhe would 'of her ow] accord 
© take frequent ocehſions to Tidievle aud viſifiy her” 


4 — (for ſo he was at the time) andexprefſed” 


great wonder and indignation at the'report wheh 


* the allowed to prevail; that fie ſhould condeſcend 
ever to look at ſuch a fellow; with äny other delign N 
than of laughing at, and deſpiſing Nin The mar- 
* riage after wards became publicly owned,” and the 
* Ia I. Was PP _— to ded Since chick, 
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greater entouragement than that, 1 OY 


ech at the end of the pre- 
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„have often ſeen her; nor hath ſhe ever Appcated 
do be in the leaſt aſhamed of what ſhe had formetly 
< ſaid, though, indeed; I believe the: hates maeheantly 
0 ker. having »eardrits?; C net Hot eg geo 
-; * But for what reaſon,” ories Amelia; ſhould ſhe 
deny a fact, when ſhe muſt be ſo certain of our . 
s. covering it, and that immediately 87 im Pep 
« I cannot anſwer what end ſhe may propeſe, faid 5 
Booth. Sometimes one would be almoſt penſuaded 
„that there was u pleaſure in lying itſelf. Hux _ 
am certain, that I — believe the r 
fry M 


A 


on his bare word, ſooner than I would 
« Jitons on oath. 1. am convinced he would not _ 
* ſaid What he did to me, without the ſtrongeſt en- 
couragement; and, I think, after what we have been 
both witneſſes to, it requires no great confidence i 
his veracity, to give him an reren; credit Wit 
« regard to che Lady's behaviour.“ ln T 

Jo this Amelia made no reply; and they diſccuried 
of other matters. during! the tale oh awern . 

fant walk. tl 


When they turned * Amelia, was urge | 


to find an appearance of diſorder in her apartment. 
Several of the trinkets, which his Lordſhip had given 
the children, lay about the room; and a ſuit of ber 
own cloaths, Which ſhe had emi in her eum mas 
now diſplayed upon the bed. ; | 
She immediately ſummoned * lute girl _ Raits 
who, as ſhe plainly perceived the moment ſhe came up 
with a candle, had half cried her eyes out: for though 
the girl had opened the door to them, as it was al- 
molt dark, ſhe had not taken any notice of this now 
nomenon in her countenance. /{ , | N 
Dee: girl now fell down upon her Iva nd 1 
—＋ For 3 s ſake, Madam, do. not be angry with 
A me, Indeed, I was left alone in the houſe; and 
hearing ſomebody knock at the door, I opened it, 
IJ am ſure thinking no harin. I did not know but 
it might have been you, or my maſter, or Madam 
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in and ran directly up ſtairs, and what he hath rob- 
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Elliſon; and immediately as 1 did, the rogue burt 
bed JOU of I cannot tell; 0 I am ſure I could np? 


help it: for he Was a 


of as an opportunity of diſcloſing 


the thief had taken nothing with kim, 
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great ſwinging-man, with & 

« piſtol in each hand; and, if 1 had dared to call 
out, to be ſure he would have killed me. I am ſure 
] vas never in ſuch a fright in my born days, wheres 
of I amy hardly come to myſelf jet. I believe he is 
: ſomewhere about bang houſe yet; for I never fa 1 Am 
go out.“ . 0 


Aueh idee forks, Hafen tetichio ids 
tive, but much leſs than mm other ladies would have 


ſhewn :: for a fright 1 is, I. believe, ſome time laid hold 
ſeveral charms pe 
culiar togthat occaſion; ares Whey as "HO —_— 


lays on certain: virtues, , rev 4 


> ſbun the 47. 5 nll lie concealed 
In the ſmooth ſeaſons, and the calms of life.” 


Booth having opened the window, and . 
in two chairmen to his aſſiſtanee, proceeded to ſearch 
the houſe; but all to no purpoſe; the thief was flown; 


though the poor gul, in her Rate of terror, had non. 


ſeen him eſcape. 


But now a circumſtance 3 which preatly far- 


priſed both Booth and Amelia; indeed, I believe it will 
have the ſame effect on the ed and this was; that 
He had indeed 
tumbled over all Booth's and Amelia's clothes, and 
the children's toys, but had left all behind him. 

Amelia was ſcarce more pleaſed than aſtoniſhed at 
this diſcovery, and re- examined the girl, aſſuring her of 
an abſolute pardon, if ſhe — hg the truth, but 
grievouſly threatening her if the was found guilty of 
the leaſt falſhood. + As for a thief, child, ſays ſhe; 
. that is certainly not true; you have had ſomebody 


„with you, to whom you have been ſhewing _ 


things; therefore tell me plainly who it was. 
The girl proteſted i in the ſolemnelt manner that ſhe 
knew not the perſon;;- but as to ſome circumſtances 


the began to vary a little from her firſt'account, par- 


ticularly as to the piſtols; concerning which, being 


krictly examined by Booth, ſhe- at laſt cried, —+* To 
© be ſure, Sir, he muſt have had Piitols; about him.“ 


And 5 of W in his having ruſned W 
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her, ſhe now confeſſed that he had aſked a 


for her-maſter and miſtreſs ;; and that at his deſire 
ſhe had ſhewn him up-ſtaifs, where he at firſt ſaid he 
would ſtay till their return home; but, indeed, 
eried ſne, T thought no harm; for he looked like 2 
gentleman- like ſort of man. And, indeed, ſo } 
thought he was for a good while, whereof he ſat 
down and behaved himſelf very civilly, till he fay 
© ſome of maſter's and miſs's things upon the cheſt of 
\,\ drawers; wherof he cried, Heyday! what's: here? 
and then he fell to tumbling about the things like 


any mad. Then I. thinks, thinks I to myſelf, to 


* be ſure he is a highwayman, whereof. I did not dare 
* to ſpeak to him: for I knew Madam Elliſon and 
her maid was gone out, and what could ſuch a poor 
* girl as I do againſt a great ſtrong man? and be. 
ſides, thinks I, to be ſure he hath got piſtols abbut 
* him, though I cannot indeed; (that 1 wilt not do for 
the world) take my Bible-oath that I faw any; yet 
to be ſure he would have ſoon pulled them bug and 
* ſhot me dead, if I had ventured to have Au Why 
25 thing to offend Hin!!! 

© I know not what to make of this? eres Booth: 
The poor girl, I verily believe, ſpeaks to the beſt of 
her knowledge. A thief it could not be; for he 


© hath not taken the leaſt thing; and it is plain he 


had the girl's watch in his hand. —If it had been 
a bailiff, ſurely he would have ſtaid till our return. 
J can conceive no other from the girl's account, 
than that it muſt have been ſome madman. 
O good Sir, ſaid the girl, now you mention it, if 
he was not a thief, to be ſure he muſt have been a 
madman; for indeed he looked, and behaved him- 
ſelf too, very much like a madman: for now I re- 
member it, he talked to himſelf, and ſaid many 
ſtrange kind of words, that: I did not underſtagd. 
Indeed, he looked altogether as I have ſeen people 
6. in Baedlam; beſides, if he was not a madman, what 
good could it do him to throw the things all about 
*. the room, in ſuch a manner? and he ſaid ſomet hing 
too about my Maſter, juſt before he went down ſtairs; 


.. 
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be, 105 was in ſuch a fright, 1 Tagnot remember purtieu- 
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larly; but I am Cade: they were very ill words; he 


ſaid he would do for him, I am ſure he ſaid that, 


and other wicked bad words too, if L Foes but 


« think of them“ RI 


« Upon my word,” ſaid Rad 8 his is the molt. 
t probable conjectare; but; ſtill I am puzzled to con- 
© ceive Who it ſhould be: for I have no madman to 
my knowledge of my acquaintance z and, it ſeems, 
« as the girl. ſays, he aſked for me.“ He then turned 
to the child, and aſked ber if the was certain of that 
circumſtance. 
The poor maid, — a kttle N * ! 
Indeed, Sir, 1 cannot be very poſitive; for the fright 
© he threw me into afterwards, drove every ching al- 
* molt out of my mind. 
Well, whatever he was,” cries Amelia: * am 
glad the conſequence is no worſe; but let this be a 
warning to you, little Betty, and teach you to take 
more care for the future. If ever you ſhould be 
left alone in the houſe again, be ſure to let no per: 
* ſons in, without firſt looking out at the window, 
and ſeeing who they are. I promiſed not to chide 
you any more on this oocaſion, and I, will keep my 


« word ; but it is very plain you: deſired this perſon 


„10 walk up into our eee Which was: way 


« wrong in our abſence. 

Betty was going to anſwer——but. Azali wala not 
let her, ſaying, Don't attempt to excuſe yourſelf; 
for I mortally hate a liar, and can orgive any fault | 
« ſooner than falſehood.” _ „ 

The poor girl then ſubmitted ; and now. Ae 
with her aſſiſtance, began to replace all things in their 
order; and little Emily hugging her watch with grear 
fondneſs, declared the would never Party with j it any 
more. 

Thus ended this odd. n not in to che 
fatisf ion of Booth: for; beſides. his curioſity, which; 
when thoroughly rouſed, is a very troubleſome paſſion 
he had, as is, I believe, uſual with, all perſons in his 
circumſtances, ſeveral doubts and apprehenſions of he 
knew not what. Indeed, fear, is never more uneaſy, 


5 15 * * N 
* 


262 A M E. L A A. Book Vr. 


che 
on ſuch occaſions the mind is ever pied in raiſing ; 


a thoufand bugbears and fantoms, much more dread Ml ſpre 
fr than any realities, and, like children, when they acq 
tell gi of en ſeems induſtrious in terrifying ran 
280 LOS 


Ko ata: file's matters not very unrotiral. 


ATTERS were ſcarce ons relice#4 into | 1 
order and decency, than a violent 3 pls 

was heard at the door, ſuch indeed as would have per. the 
ſuaded any one not accuſtomed to the ſound, that the wy 
madman was returned] in the higheſt ſprin er- of his 
fury, > » ob! 
Inſtead, Mm of ſo difagreeable an appearance, | 

a very fine lady preſently came into the reom, no other 
indeed than Mrs James herſelf; for ſhe was reſolved 
to ſhew Amelia, by the ſpeedy return of her viſit, ; 
how unjuſt all her accuſations had been of any failure Ml ©. 
in the duties of friendſhip, ſhe had moreover another bn 


reaſon to accelerate this viſit, and that was, to con- boy 
gratulate her friend on the event of the duel between 8 
Colonel Bath and Mr Boot. 15 
The lady had fo well: profited by Mrs Booth? s re- Fl 
monſtrance, that ſhe had now no more of that ſtiffneſs "a 
and formality which ſhe had worn on a former occa- FE 
lion. On the contrary, ſhe- now behaved with the ut. | 
moſt freedom and good-humour, and made herſelffo IM © 
very agreeable, that Amelia on highly prone od J 


e with her company. 

An ineident happened Göring this viſit, ow may 
appear to ſome too inconfidera ble 3 in it{elf- to be re- 
corded; and yet, as it certainly produced a ver 
ſtrong conſequerice in the mind of Mr Booth, we 
gannot prevail on ourſelves to paſs,it by. 

Little Emily, who was preſent in the room while 
Mrs James was there; as the ſtood near that lady, 
happened to be playing with her watch, which ſhe 
was fo greatly overjoyed had eſcaped ſafe from the 
madman.” Mrs James, who expreſſed great foridneſs 
for the child, deſired to ſee the watch, which ſhe com- 
mended as 1 prettieſt of the kind ſhe had 'ever ſeen; 
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Amelia caught eager hold of this opportunity to 
ſpread the praiſes of her benefactor. She preſently 
acquainted Mrs James with the donor's name, and 
ran on with great ene: miums on his Lordſhip's good- 
neſs, and particularly on his generoſity. To which 
Mrs James anſwered, O certainly, Madam, his 
« Lordſhip hath uoivarſally the character of * ex- 
tremely generous—where he likes.“ a 

In uttering theſe words, ſhe laid a very firong.. em- 
phaſis on the three laſt monoſyllables, accompanying 
them at the ſame time with a very ſagacious look, 4 
very ſignificant leer, and a great flirt with her fan. 

The greateſt genius the world hath ever produced, 
qbſeries. in one of his moſt excellent Plays, that 
* Trifles light as air 

« Are to the jealous confirmations firong 
As proofs of holy writ.” 

That Mr Booth began to be pollefſed by this worlt. 
of fiends admits, I think, no longer doubt; for at 
this ſpeech of Mrs James, be unmediately turned pale, 
and from a high degree of chearfulneſs, was all on a 
ſudden ſtruck dumb, ſo that he ſpoke not another 
word till Mrs James left the room. 

The moment. that lady drove from the pag Mrs 
Elliſon came up ſtairs, She entered the room with a 
laugh, and very plentifully rallied both Booth and 
Amelia concerning the madman, of which ſhe had re- 
ceived a full account below ſtairs; and at laſt atked. 
Amelia, if ſhe could not gueſs who it was; but, with-: 
out receiving an anſwer, went on, ſayi ing, For my 

own part, I fancy it muſt be ſome lover of yours; 

* ſome perſon that hath ſeen you, and fo is run mad- | 
with love. Indeed, I ſhould not wonder if all man- 
« kind were to do the fame.” La! Mr Booth, what 
makes you grave? why, you are as melancholy as if 

* you had been robbed in earneſt. Upon my word, 

* though, to be ſerious, it is a ſtrange ſtory; and as 
* the girl tells it, I know not what to make of it. 
Perhaps it might be ſome rogue that intended to rob 

* the houſe, and his heart failed him; yet, even that 

would be very eee What, did vou loſe 
nothing, Madam?“ bla l 
. 740 Nothing 5 


* 


— 


n 4 K Ek IL A Alt 


„Nothing at all, anfwered Arnelia. . *Hedidhor 


e even take the child's watch.” 


Well, Captain,“ eries Mrs Elliſon, 1 Kos vou 


„ will take more care of the houſe to- morrow; for 

your lady and T ſhall leave you alone to the care of 

© jt. - Here, Madam, ſaid ſhe; here is a preſent 

from my Lord to us; here are two tickets for the 

c maſquerade at Rahelagh, You will be fo charmed 
© with it. It is the fweeteſt of all diverſions.” 


May I be damned, Madam,” cries Here x if Fay 


wife ſhall go thither.“ 

Mrs Elliſon ſtared at theſe words! and indeed fy 
did Amelia: ſor they were ſpoke with great vehe- 
mence. At length the formèr cried out with an air of 
aſtoniſhment, Not let your lady go to Ranelagh, Sir! 

No, Madam, cries Booth, I will not let my 
© wife go to Ranelagh. N 

* You ſurpriſe me, cries Mrs Elliſon. 2 Saure y you 
© are not in earneſt ?? | 

1 © Indeed, Madam, returned he, I am Krise 

in barneſt⸗ And what is more, I ain cine wo 
© would of her own accord refuſe to go.“ 

Now, Madam,” ſaid Mrs Elliſon, * you are to 
© anſwer for yourſelf ; and 1 will for your huſband, 

* that, if you have a defire to 80, he will not refuſe 

„ 

: a. J hope, Madam,” anſwered Amelia, — great 
gravity, I ſhall never deſire to go to any place-con- 

© trary to Mr Booth's inchnations.” 

Did ever mortal hear the like ?* ſaid Mrs Elliſon: 
© you are enough to ſpoil the beſt huſband in the 
© univerfe. Inclinations! what, is a woman to be go- 
© verned then by her huſband's mclinations, though 
they are never ſo unreaſonable?” | 

Pardon me, Madam,” faid Amelia, I will not 
< ſuppoſe Mr Booth's inclinations ever can be unrea- 

_ © ſonable. I am very much obliged to you for the 
offer you have made me; but I beg you will not 
© mention it more: for, after what Mr Booth hath 
declared, if Ranelagh was a Heaven Ke dt: earth, 

© I would refuſe to go to it,” 
4 4 thank you, my dear, cries Pooth, 6 L do aſſure 
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you, you oblige me beyond my power of expreſſion 
by what you ſay; but I will endeavour to ſhew you 
both my ſenfivility of A dne, and my an 
gratitude to it. 


And pray, Sir, eries Mrs Elliſon, g what can be 


your objection to your lady s going to a Place, which 
] will venture to ſay, is as reputable as any about 
town, and which is frequented by the belt company?! 
. Pardon me, good NMirs Elliſon,“ ſaid Booth. As 


my wife is ſo good to acquieſce without. knowing 


« my reaſons, I am hot, I think, obliged to aſſign 
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them to any other perſon.” | | 
« Well,” cries Mrs Elliſon, if I bad teen told 
this, 1 would not have believed it. What, refuſe 
your lady an innocent diverſion, and that too when 
you have not the pretence to fay it would coſt you 
a farthing ?? 

* Why will you ſay any more on this babe dear 


Madam ?* cries Amelia. All diverſions are to me 


matters of ſach indifference, that the bare inclina- 


tions of any one for whom I have the leaft value, 
would at all times turn the balance of mine. I am 
ſure then, after what Mr Booth hath ſaid 
My dear,” cried he, taking her up haſtily, I ſin- 
cerely aik your pardon, I ſpoke inadvertently, and 
in a paſion—lT never once thought of controuling 
you-—nor ever would. —Nay, I ſaid in the ſame 
breath you would not go; and upon my hondur 
1 meant nothing more.” 

My dear, ſaid the, © you have no need of ma- 
king any apology. I am not in the leaſt offended, 

and am convinced you will never deny me what I 
thall deſire.” 

* Try him, try him, Madam, cries Mrs Elliſon z 
I will be judged by all the women in town, if it is 
poſſible for a wife to aſk her huſt::nd any thing 
more reaſonable, You cannot conceive what a 


ſweet, charming, elegant, delicious place it 1s.— 
Paradiſe itſelf can hardly be equal to it.” 

* | beg you will excute me, Madam,” faid 1 | 
nay, I intreat you will aſk me no more: for be af- 
TIN | muſt and will refuſe—Do let rae deſire yon 
; or. J. 
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< to give the ticket to poor Mrs Bennet. | 1 em it 
would greatly oblige her. — | 
Pardon me, Madam, ſaid Mrs Elliſon. 2 if you | 
+ will not accept of it, I am not ſo diſtreſſed for want 
of company as to go to ſuch a public Place with 
< all ſort:of people neither. I am always very glad 
to ſes Mrs Bennet at my own houſe, becauſe 1 
look upon her as a very good ſort of woman; but 
I don't chuſe to be ſeen wich ſuch peoples in public 
places. 
Amelia expreſſed forks nttle ade at this laſt 
Pry which ſhe declared to be entirely beyond her 
comprehenſion ; and foon after Mrs Elliſon, finding 
all her efforts to prevail oh Amelia were ineffeQuat; 
took her leave, giving Mr Booth two or three ſar; 
caſtical words, and a much more ſarcaſtical look at 
Ber departure. 


4 ſeen, in „ hich 1 f ladies will ho bly think Amel: 7 


conduct exceptionable. 
15 


© OTH and his wife being left Wert a Falun 
ſilence prevailed during a fe minutes. At laſt 

Amelia, who, though a good, was yet a human crea- 
ture, faid to her huſband, © Pray, my dear, do in- 
form me, what could put you into ſo great'a paſſion 
< when Mrs Ellifoa firſt offered me the tickets for 
£ this maſquerade ?” 

I had rather yon would not afk me,” faid Booth. 
. * You have obliged me greatly in your ready acqui- 
« eſcence with my defire, and you will add greatly to 
the obligation by not enquiring the reaſon of it. 
* This you may depend upon, Amelia, that your 
good and happineſs are the great objects of all my 
Vifſhes, and the end 1 propoſe in all my actions. 
This view alone could tempt me to refuſe you any 
thing, or to conceal any thing from you.“ 

I Will appeal to yourſelf,” anſwered ſhe, © whether 
this be not uſing me too much like a child, and 
whether I can poſſibly help being. a mew offended 
ECT © | 


£ | | | Not 


r 
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Not in the leaſt,” replied he. I uſe you only 
© with the tenderneſs of a friend. I -wguld only en- 
deavour to conceal that from you, which I think 
© would give you uneaſineſs if you knew. Theſe are 
« called: the pious frauds of friendſhip ? 

I édeteſt all frauds,” ſays the; / and pious is too 
good an epithet to be joined to fo. odious a word. 
You have often, you know, tried- theſe frauds with. 
no better effect than to teaſe and torment me. Lou- 
cannot imagine, my dear, bat that I muſt have a. 
violent deſire to know the reaſon of words, which, 
© I own, I never expected to have heard. And the: 
more you have ſhewn a reluctance to tell me, the 
more eagerly I have longed to-know, Nor can this 
be called a vain curioſity; ſince. I ſeem ſo much in» 
© tereſted in this affair. If, after all this, you ſtill in- 


ſiſt on keeping the ſecret; I will convince you L arm” 


- a> 


not ignorant of the duty of a wife, by my obedi- 
ence; but I cannot help telling you, at the ſame time 
you will make me one of the moſt miſerable 0 
women 42 
That 1s, cries he, in wihes wards, my dew 
Emily, to fay, I will be contented without the fe> 
* cret; but I am reſolved to know it nevertheleſs.“ 
_ © Nay, if you fay ſo, cries ſh2, * I am convinced 
© you will tell me- eee dear Na I mult as: 
© will know? | 
Why then. poſitively, ſays 3 92 will tell 
you. And I think I ſhall then ſhew you, that how- 
ever well you may know the duty of a wife, 1 am 
not always: able to behave like a+ huſband, In a 
word then, my dear, the. ſecret is no more than 
this; I am unwilling you ſhould receive any more 
preſents from ray Lord.“ 
Mercy upon me !* cries ſhe, with all the marks of. 
aſtoniſhment what, a maſquerade ticket! | 
* Yes, my dear, cries he, that is perhaps the 
very worſt and moſt dangerous of all. Few men 
© make preſents of thoſe tickets to ladies, without 
* intending to meet them at the place. And what do 
a we know of your companion? To be ſincere with 
you, I have 3 not liked her behaviour for ſome time; 
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What might be the conſequence gf going with meh 
Da woman te ſuch a place, to meet inch a perſon, ! 
" tremble to think And now, my dear, I have told 
you my rœaſon of refuſing her offer with ſome little 
P vehemence, and 1 think I need explain myſelf no 
further. 3 
Nou need not indeed; vir, anſwered ſhe;'s Good 
Heavens! did I ever expect to hear this! I can ap- 
peal to Heaven, nay, I will appeal to yourſelf, Mr 
Booth, if I have ever done any thing to deſerve ſuch 
a ſuſpicion, If ever any action of mine,” nay,” if 
ever any thought had ſtained the i innocence of my 
ſoul, I could be contented.” 

How cruelly do you miſtike me 1 faid Booth— 


+ what ſuſpicion have 1 ever ſhewn ?? 


Can you ak it,” anſwered ſhe, 
have juſt now declared ?? 

© If I have declared any ſuſpicion of you; relies 
he, © or if I ever entertained a thought leading that 
* way, may the worit of evils that ever r afflicted human 
© nature aire me! I know the pure innocence of 
© that tender boſom ; 1 do know it, my lovely angel, 
< and ors it. The ſnares which mighr be laid for 
© that innocene, were alone the cauſe of my appre- 
henfion. I feared what a wicket and voluptuous 
© man, reſolved to ſacrifice every thing to the gratifi- 
cation of a ſenſual appetite with the moſt delicious 
« repalt, might attempt. If ever I injured the un- 
* ſpotted whiteneis of Tay virtue in V Amen 


en ter what you 


> IP 


© may hell—' . 


Do not terrify me,” cries ſhe, interrupting him, 

« with ſuch imprecations. Q Mr Booth, Mr Booth, 
© you mult well know that a woman's virtue is always 
her ſufficient guard. No huſband, without ſuſpecting 
that, can ſuſpe@ any danger from thoſe ſnares you 
< mention—And why, if you are liable to take ſuch 
things into your head, may not your ſuſpicions fall 
on me, as well as on any other? for ſure nothing 
was ever more unjuſt, I wilt not ſay ungrateful, 
than the ſuſpicions which you have beſtowed. on his 
Lordſhip. 1 do ſolemnly declare, in all the times 1 
have ſeen the poor Man, he hath never once _ 
© "che 


[4 
5 though he ſhewed the greateſt fondneſs imaginable 


manner forced me to belle. br 
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the leaſt b His . hath pals] po- 
lite indeed, but rather remarkably diſtant than 
otherwiſe; particularly when we played at cards 
together. I don't remember he ſpoke ten words to 
me all the evening; and when I was at his houſe, 


to the children, he took ſo little notice of me, that 
a vain woman would have been very little pleaſed 
with him. And if he gave them many preſents, hie 
never offered me one. The firſt indeed which he 
ever offered me was that, which . in that kind 


All this may be only the effect of art,” ſaid Booth... . 


„ am convinced he doth, nay, I am convinced he 


0 
muſt like you: and my good friend James, who 
perfectly well knows the world, told me, that his 
Lordſhip's character was that of the molt profuſe in 
© his pleaſures with women; nay, what ſaid Mrs 
james this very evening, His Lordſhip is extremely 
6 generous here he likes. 
I ſhall never forget the ſneer with whick ſhe ſpoke - 
* thoſe laſt words,* - 
I I am convinced they injure. W cries Amelia. 
As for Mrs James, ſhe was always given to be cen- 
ſorious, I remarked it in her long ago, as her great- 
eſt fault. And for the Colonel, I believe he may. 
find faults enow of this kind in his own boſom, 
without ſearching after them among his nerghbour $. 
| am ſure he hath-the moſt impudent look of all the 
men I know; and 1 ſolemnly declare, the very laſt 
time he was here, he put me out of countenance 
more than once.“ 
Colonel James, anfirered Booth, © may have his 
faults very probably. I do not look upon him as 
a faint, nor do I believe he defires I thould ; but 
wh intereſt could he have in abuſing this lord's | 
character to me? or why ſhould I queſtion his truth, 
when he aſſured me that my Lord had never done an 


* 


act of beneficence in his life, but for the ſake of 


ſome woman whom he luſted after?“ | 
* Then myſelf can confute him,” replied Adio: . 
« tor beſides his ſervices to you, which, for the future, 
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I ſhall with to forget, and his kindneſs to my little 


babes, how inconſiſtent is the character which James 
gives of him, with his Lordſhip's behaviour to his 


own nephew and niece, whoſe extreme fondneſs of 


their uncle ſufficiently proclaims his goodneſs to 
them ?—I need not mention all that I have heard 
from Mrs Elliſon, every word of which I believe: 


for I have great reaſon to think, notwithſtandin 


ſome little levity, which, to give her her due, ſhe 
ſees and condemns in herſelf, ihe is a very goed fort 
of woman.” 

Well, my dear,” cries Booth, © I may have been 
decerved, and I heartily hope I am ſo; but in caſes 
of this nature it is always good to be on the ſureſt 
ſide : for, as Congreve ſays, . 


The wiſe too jealous are: Fools too — 


Here Amelia burſt into tears, upon which Booth 


immediately caught her in his arms, and endeavour- 


ed to comfort her. —Paſlion, however, for a while ob- 


Hructed her ſpeech, and at laſt ſhe cried, O Mr 


* 


o 


4 
* 


5 


Booth, can I bear to hear the word jeatouſy from 
your mouth? 


Why, my love, ſaĩd Booth, « will you fo fatally 
miſunderſtand my meaning ? how often ſhall I pro- 


 teit that it is not of you, but of him that I was jea- 
lous. If you could lock into my breaſt, and there 


read all the moſt ſecret thoughts of my heart, yon 
would not ſee one faint idea t to your diſhonour.* 
I don't miſunderſtand you, my dear,” ſaid ſhe, 


ſo much as I am afraid, you miſunderſtand your- 


ſelf, What is it yon fear ?—you mention net force, 
but ſnares. Is not this to confeſs at leaſt, that you 
have ſome doubt of my underitanding ? do you then 
really imagine me fo weak as to be cheated of my 


virtue? am I to be deccived into an affection for a 


man, before I perceive the leaſt inward. hint of my 
danger? no, Mr Booth, believe me, a woman mult 
be a fool indeed, who can have in earneſt ſuch an 
excuſe for her actions. I have not, I think, any 
very high opinion of my judgment: but fo far I 


jhall r upon it, that no man breathing could 
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have any ſuch deſigns as you have apprehended, 
without my immediately ſeeing them; and how L 


* ſhould then act, I hope my whole conduct to 3 
hath ſufficiently declared.” 

Well, my dear,“ cries Booth, I beg you vill 
mention it no more, if poſſible forget ir. 6 hope 
« nay, | believe, I have been | in the wrong; Pray 
| give me,” 

© I will, I do forgive you, my dear,” ſaid ſhe, © | ik 
7 forgiveneſs be a proper word for one whom you 
© have rather made miterable than angry; but let me 


: entreat you to baniſh for ever all ſuch ſuſpicions from 


* your mind. I hope Mrs Elliſon hath not diſcovered 
the real cauſe of your paſſion; but, poor woman, if 
© the had, I am convinced it would g0 no further. 


h! Heavens! I would not for the world it ſhould 


reach his Lordſtip's ears. Lou would loſe the beſt 
« friend that ever man had. Nay, I would not for 
his own ſake, poor man! for I really believe it 
« would affect him greatly, and I muſt, I cannot help 
having an eſteem for ſo much goodneſs. An eſteem 


8 which by this dear hand,” ſaid ſhe, taking Booth's 


hand, and kiſſing it, no man ain ſhall ever obtain 
by making love to me.” 

Booth caught her in his arms, and tenderly em · 
praced her. After which the reconciliation ſoon be- 
came complete; and Booth in the contemplation of 


kis happineſs entirely boried all his JO e 


pa G H A B. VII. 
A chapter in which there is much learning, 


HE next morning, whilit Booth was gone to 

take his morning-walk, Amelia went down 

into Mrs Elliſon's apartment, where; though ſhe was. 
received with great civility, yet ſhe frag 

was not at all pleaſed with Mr Booth; and by ſorae 

hints which dropped from her in converſation, Amelia 


very greatly apprehended that Mrs Elliſon had toe "I 


much ſuſpicion of her huſband's real uneaſineſs. For 
thar lady declared very openly, ſhe could not hep 
perceiving what ſort of man Mr Booth was; © and 
„ [ bave the greatelt regard for you, Madam, 

Em 


that lady 
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in the world,” ſaid ſhe, * yet I think myſelf in ho- 


* nour obliged not to 3 on his Lordſhip, who, I 
* know very well, hath conceived his greateſt liking 
to the Captain on my telling hint that he was the 


© beſt huſband in the world.” 


Amelia's fears gave her much diſturbance, 1 


when her huſband returned, ſhe acquainted him with 
them; upon which ' occaſion, as it was natural, ſhe 
| reſumed a little the topic of their former diſcourſe; 
nor could ſhe help caſting, though in very gentle 


terms, ſome light blame on Bocth, for having enter. 
tained a ſuſpicion, which, ſhe ſaid, might in its con- 


ſequence very poſſibly prove their ruin, and — 
the loſs of his Lordſhip s friendſhip. 


Booth became highly affected with what ws mh 


ſaid, and the more as he had juſt received a note from 
Colonel James, informing him, that the Colonel had 
-heard of a vacant company in. the regiment which 
Booth had mentioned to him, and that he had been 
with his Lordſhip about it, who had promiſed to uſe 
his utmoſt intereſt to obtain him the command. | 


The poor man now expreſſed the utmoſt concern 


for his yeſterday's. behaviour; ſaid, He believed the 
devil had taken poſſeſſion of him, and concluded with 


crying out, Sure F was born, my dearelt creature, 
ole your torment.“ 


Amelia no ſooner ſaw her huſband' 8 didirols, hs 
ſhe inſtantly forbore whatever might ſeem likely to 


aggravate it, and applied herſelf, with all her power, 


to comfort him. * If you will give me leave to offer 
my advice, my deareſt ſoul,” faid ſhe; * I think all 


might yet be remedied, I think you know me tod 


well, to ſuſpect that the deſire of diverſron ſhould 


induce me to mention what I am now going te 


let me accept my Lord's and Mrs Elliſon's offer, 
and go to the maſquerade. No matter how little 
while I ſtay there: if you deſire it, I will not be an 
hour from you, I can make an hundred excuſes 
to come home, or tell a real truth, and ſay I am 


tired- with the place. The bare Soing will eure 
prey ching.“ 


x propoſe. And in that confidence, I will aſk you to 
0 


Amelia 


— 
. — 
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Ame had no o ſobner done ſpeaking, than Booth 
immediately approved her advice, and readily gave 
his conſent. He could not however help faying, That 
the ſhorter her Ray was there, the more agreeable it 
would be to him: for you know, my dear, ſaid he, 
would never willingly be a moment out of your | 


ſight.“ 


In the afternoon Ame oa ſent to invite Mrs Elliſon 
to a dith of tea; and Booth undertook to laugh off 
all that had paſſed: yeſterday, in which attempt, the 
abundant» good-humour of that lady gave; him great 
hopes of ſucceſs; - 

Mrs Bennet came that Aha; to Fs a viſit, 
and was almot an hour with Booth and Amelie bes 
fore the entry of Mrs Elliſon, - 

Mr Booth had hitherto rather diſliked. this young 


lady, and had wondered at the pleaſure, which Ames 


lia declared ſhe took in her company. This aſter- 
noon, however; he changed his opinion, and liked her 


almoſt as much as his wife had done. She did indeed 


behave at this time with more than ordinary gaiety; 
and good- humour gave a glow to her countenance 
that ſet oF her features, which were very pretty, to 
the beſt advantage, and leſſened the deadneſs that had 
uſually appeared in her complexion. | 
But if Booth was now pleaſed with Mrs Bennet; 
Amelia was ſtill more pleaſed with her than ever: 
for when” their diſcourſe turned on love, Amelia 
diſcovered that her new friend had all the fame ſen . 
timents on that ſubje& with herſelf. In the courſe 
of their converſation, Booth gave Mrs Bennet a hint 
of wiſhing her a good huſband; upon which both the 
ladies declaimed in — ee with) equal 


vehemence. 


Upon this 1 Booth ts his: wiſe ith 
a talent in their viſitant, to which they had been: bes 
fore entirely ſtrangers, and for which they both 


greatly admired her; and this was, that the: lady was 


à good ſcholar, in which indeed ſhe had the advan- 
tage of poor Amelia, whoſe reading was confined to 


Engliſh plays, and poetry; befides which, I think! 
bes had converſed only with the ts of the A 


and 
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and learned Dr Barrow, and with the hiſtories of” the 
excellent Bithop Burnet. 

Amelia delivered herſelf on the ſubject of fexond 
marriages with much eloquence and great good ſenſe; 
but when Mrs Bennet came to give her opinion, ſhe 
ſpoke in the following manner: I thall not enter in- 
to the queſtion concerning the legality of bigamy. 
„Our laws. certainly allow it, and ſo, I think, doth 
© our religion. We are now debating only on the 

- © decency of it; and in this light, 1 own myſelf as 


« ſtrenuous an advocate again{bit, as any Roman ma. 


© tron would have been in thoſe ages of the common. 
wealth, when it was held to be infamous. For my 
© own pare, how great a paradox ſoever my opinion 
may ſeem, I ſolemnly declare, I ſee but little dif- 
«. ference between having two huſbands at one time, 
© and at ſeveral times; and of this I am very confi- 
dent, that the ſame degree of love for a firſt huſ- 
© band, which preſerves a woman in the one caſe, will 
© preſerve her in the other. There is one argument, 


which I ſcarce know how to deliver hefore you, Sir; 


© but—if a woman hath lived with her firſt huſband 
without having children, I think it unpardonable in 
her to carry barrenneſs into a ſecond family. On 
the contrary, if ſhe hath children by her firſt huſ: 
© band, to give them a ſecond father is * more 
unpardonable. | 
5. But ſuppoſe, Madam,” *CrIES Booth, innrrupting 
her, with. a fmile, * ſhe ſhould have had NON by 
her firſt huſband, and have loſt them“ 
== I Rats a5 caſe,” anſwered ſhe, with a ſigh, 
which I did not defire to think of, and, 1 muſt own 
it, the moſt favourable light in which a ſecond 
marriage can be ſeen. But the ſcriptures, as Pe- 
trarch obſerves, rather ſuffer them than eommend 
them; and St Jerom ſpeaks againſt them with the 
c atmo” bitterneſs.“ 1 remember, cries. Booth, 
(Who was willing either to ſhew his learning, or to 


the famous lawgiver of Thurium, by which men, 


e councils. : for it was. Aearce reaſonable to ſup⸗ 


draw out the lady's), a very wiſe law of Charondas 


© who married a ſecond time,. were removed from all 


* poke. 
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«poſe, that he who was ſo great a fool in his own 
family, ſhould be wiſe in public affairs. And 
« though ſecond marriages were permitted among the 
© Romans, yet .they were at the ſame time diſcou- 
« raged ; and thoſe Roman widows who refuſed them 
were held in high eſteem, and honoured with what 
Valerius Maximus calls the Corona Pudicitiz. In 
the noble family of Camilli, there was not, in many 
ages, a fingle ine of this, which Ware calls 
0 adultery: : 


* Dug totes vnbit, non nubit ; adultera lege ft. -E 
True, Sir,“ ſays Mrs Bennet, and Virgil . 
this a violation of chaſtity, and makes Dido ſpeak 
of it with the utmoſt drteſtation : 


Sed mihi vel tellus optem prius ima dehifcat 3 


-_ 


Miel Pater omnipotens adigat me ſulmine ad umbrar,, 


* Paollentes umbras Erebi, noctemque profundom, | 
« Ante, pudor, quam te violo, aut tua jura reſolve... 
lle meos, primum qui me /1ibi junxit, amores, 


Ilie habeat ſemper ſecum, ſervetque ſepulchro.” 


She repeated theſe lines with ſo ſtrong an empha- 
ſis, that ſhe almoſt frightened Amelia out of her Wits, 
and not a little ſtaggered Booth, who was himſelf no. 
conternptible ſcholar—He exprefſcd great admiration 


of the lady's learning ; upon which ſhe ſaid, it was all 


the fortune given her by her father, and all the dower 
left her by her huiband ; * and ſometimes,” ſaid ſhe; 
© I am inclined to think I enjoy more pleaſure from it, 
than if they had beſtowed on me what the world 
would in general call more valuable.“ She then 
took occaſion, from the ſurpriſe which Booth had af- 


fected to conceive at her repeating Latin with ſo good 


a grace, to comment on that great abſurdity (for ſo 
ſhe terined it) of excluding women from learning; 
tor which they were equally qualified with the men, 
and ip which io many had made ſo notable a pro- 
ficiency ; for a proof of which, the mentioned Madam 
Dacier, and many others. 

Though both Booth and Amelia outwardly con- 


err ed wich her ſentiments, it may be 2 queſtion 
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ther they did not aſſent rather out of complaiſance, 
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than from their real n af; 


e Hare 551. [ea 
Containing ſome unaccointable behaviour in . rs Ellifot, 


RS Elliſon inde her entrance at the end of 

the preceding diſcourſe. At her firit appear. 

ance ſhe put on an unuſual degree of formality and re: 
ferve; but when Amelia had acquainted her that ſh? 
deſigned to accept the favour intended her, ſhe ſaon 
began to alter the gravity of her muſcles, and pre. 


ſently fell in with that ridicule which Booth thought 


proper to throw on his yeſterday's behaviour. 
The converſation now became very lively and plea- 

ſant; in which Booth having mentioned the diſcourſe 

that paſted in the laſt chapter, and having greatly 


complimented Mrs Bennet's ſpeech on that occaſion, 


Mrs Ellifon, who was as ſtrenuous an advocate on the 
other fide, began to rally that lady extremely, de- 
<laring it was a certain ſign ſhe intended to marry 
again ſoon, Married ladies,” Cries e, © believe, 


© ſometimes think themſelves in earneſt in ſuch de- 
- © clacations, though they are oftner perhaps meant as 


compliments to their huſbands ; but when widows 


_ © exclaim*loudly againſt ſecond marriages, I would 


always lay a wager, that the man, if not the wed- 
ding: day, is abſolutely fixed on.” 
Mrs Bennet made very little anſwer to this Greaſih: 
Indeed ſhe had ſcarce opened her lips from the time 
of Mrs Ellifon's coming into the room, and had grown 
particularly grave at. the mention of the maſquerade. 


Amelia imputed this to her being left out of the par- 


ty, a matter which is often no ſinall -mortification to 
human pride, and, in a whiſper, aſked Mrs Ellifon, if 
ſhe could not procure a third ticket; to which ſhe re- 
ceived an abſolute negative. 

During the whole time of Mrs Bennet's tay, «Ich 
was above an hour afterwards, ſhe remained perfectiy 
ſilent, and looked extremely melancholy. This made 
Amelia very uneaſy, as ſhe concluded ſhe had gueſſed 
che cauſe of her vexation. In which opinion þ e ”— 
1 - c 
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che more e from certain looks of no very 
pleaſant kind, which Mrs Bennet now and then can 


on Mrs Elliſon, and the more than ordinary eoncern 


that appeared in the former lady's countenance, when- 
ever the maſquerade was mentioned, and which unfor- 
tunately was the principal topic of their diſcourſe; 
for Mrs Elliſon gave a very elaborate deſeription of 
the extreme beauty of the place, and elegance of the 
diverſion, | 

When Mrs Bennet was departed, Amelia could not 
help again ſoliciting Mrs Ellifon for another ticket, 
declaring, ſhe was certain Mrs Bennet had- a great in- 
clination to go with them'; but Mrs Elliſon again ex- 
euſed herſelf from 3 it of his Lordſhip; © Beſides, 
Madam, ſays the, © if I would go thither with Mrs: 
© Bennet, which, I own to you, I don't chuſe, as ſhe 
© is a perſon whom 29 body knows, I very much doubt 
© whether ſhe herſelf would like it; for ſhe is a wo- 
© man of a very unaccountable turn. All her delight 
© lies in books; and, as for public diverſions, 1 have- 
© heard her often declare her abhorrence of them.” 
What then, ſaid Amelia, could occafion all that 
© gravity from the moment pn ag was men · 
© tioned ?? 
„As to hat; eee the other, there is no 

gueſſing. You have ſcen her altogether as grave 
before now. She hath had theſe fits of gravity at 
times ever ſince the death of her huſband.” 

Poor creature !* cries Amelia, J heartily pity her. 
For ſhe muſt certainly ſuffer a great deal on theſe. 
* occaſions. I declare I have taken a ſtrange fancy 
to her.” 

© Perhaps you weld not like her fo well, if you 
knew her thoroughly,” anſwered Mrs Elliion. © She 
* 1s, upon the whole, but of a whimſical temper; and 
* if you will take my opinion, you ſhould not culti- 
rate too much intimacy with her. I know you will 
never mention what I ſay: but ſhe is like ſome 

pictures which pleaſe belt at a diſtance.“ 

Amelia did not ſeem to agree with theſe ſentiments, 
end the greatly importune Mrs Elliſon to be more 

Vor. I. 1 d I 
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explicit; but to no purpoſe; ſhe continued to give 


only Ja hints to Mrs Bennet's diſadvantage; and, 


if ever ſhe let drop ſomething a little too harſh, ſbe 


failed not immediately to contradict herſelf, by enn | 
ing ſome gentle commendations into the other ſcale; 
ſo-that her conduct appeared utterly unaccountable to 
Amelia, and, upon the whole, ſhe knew not whether 


to conclude Mrs Elliſon to be a friend or wy to 

| Mrs Bennet, 
During this latter converſation, Booth. was not i in 
the room; for he had been ſummoned down ſtairs by 
the ſerjeant, who came to him with news from Mur- 


phy, whom he had met that evening, and who aſſured 


the ſerjeant, that if he was deſirous of recovering the 
debt, and which he had before pretended to have 


on. Booth, he might ſhortly have an opportunity: for 


that there was to be a very ſtrong petition to the 
board, the next time they ſat. Murphy ſaid further, 
that he need not fear having his money; for that to 
his certain knowledge the Captain had ſeveral things of 
great value, and even his children had gold- watches. 
This greatly alarmed Booth, and ſtill more, when 
the ſerjeant reported to him from Murphy, that all 
theſe things had been ſeen in his poſſeſſion within a day 
laſt paſt. He now plainly perceived, as he thought, that 
Murphy himſelf, or one of his emiſſaries, had been 
the ſippoſed madinan; and he now very well ac- 
counted to himſelf in his own mind, for all that had 
happened, conceiving that the deſign was to examine 
into the ſtate of his effects, and to try whether it was 
worth his creditors while to plunder him by law. 
At his return to his apartment, he communicated: 


| what he had heard to Amelia and Mrs Elliſon, not | 


diſguiſing his apprehenſions of the enemy's. inten- 
tions; but Mrs Elliſon endeavoured” to laugh him 
out of his fears, calling bim faint-hearted, and aſ- 


ſoring him he might depend on her lawyer « Till 


« yon 1 hear from him, ſaid the, © you may reſt entire- 
iy contented; for take my word for it, no danger 
can happen to you, of which you will not be timely 
's appriſed by him. And as for the fellow that had 
« the 1 impudence to come into your room, if he be Kr 
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I had been at home; I would have ſe&red him ſafe 
« with a conſtable, and have carried him directly be- 


fore Juſtice Thraſher. I know the Jultice-i is an ene - | 


« my to bailiffs on his own account.” 
'This heartening ſpeech a little ronled the cage 
of Booth, and ſomewhat comforted Amelia, though 


the ſpirits of both had been too much hurried, to 


ſuffer them either to give or receive much entertain- 
ment that evening; which Mrs Elliſon perceiving, 
ſoon took her leave, and left this unhappy couple to 
ſeek relief from ſleep, that powerful friend to the di- 
ſtreſſed, though, like other powerful friends, he is not 
12 ready to youre his alliance to lawns who want 
it Mo Sees 


© 2M A iP, > tote! 
Containing a very range incident. 17 85 


W HEN the huſband and wife were Ane aa 
| again talked over the news which the Serjcant 


had brought; on which occaſion, Amelia did all the 


could to conceal her own fears, and to quiet thoſe of 
her huſband. At laſt ſhe turned the converſation to 
another ſubject, and poor Mrs Bennet was brought 
on the carpet. I ſhould be ſorry,” cries Amelia, to 
find I had conceived an affection for a bad woman; 
and yet I begin to fear Mrs Eliiſon knows ſome- 
thing of her more than ſhe cares to diſcover; why 
elſe ſhould ſhe be unwilling to be ſeen with her in 
public? beſides, I have obſerved that Mrs Elliſon hath 
been always backward to introduce her to me, nor 
would ever bring her to my apartment, though I 
have often defired her. Nay, the hath given ine 
frequent hints not to cultivate the acquaintance. 

What do you think, -my dear I ſhould be very 

eng to contract an intimacy with a wieked A 
on. 

* Nay, my dear,” cries Booth, < 4 highs: no Sore 
of her, nor indeed hardly ſo much as yourſelf, ' But 
* this T think, that if Mrs Elliſon knows any reafon 
6 _ ſhe ſhould not have-introduced Mrs Bennet in. 
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oy {30 your company, ſhe was very ak inthe "wrong 
in introdueing her into it. 


ce 

In diſcourſes of this kind they calls the vermwinder g 
of the evening. In the morning Booth role early, w 
and going down ſtairs received from little Betty a g 
ſealed note, which contained the Teng: words ; 0 


* Beware, beware, beware. N I 
For I apprehend a dreadful ſnare 
© Is laid for virtuous innocence, 

© Under a friend's falſe pretence.” 


5 


n 
6 
| 4 
Booth immediately enquired of the girl who brag e 
this note, and was told it came by a chairman, who, c 
having delivered it, departed without ſaying a word, / 
He was extremely ſtaggered at what To read, and C 
preſently referred the advice to the ſame affair on 
which he had received thoſe hints from Atkinſon the 
preceding evening; but when he came to conſider 
the words more maturely, he could not ſo well re- 
concile the two laſt lines of this poetical epiſtle, if it 
may be ſo called, with any danger which the law 
gave him reaſon to apprehend. Mr Murphy and his 
gang could not well be ſaid to attack his innocence or 
virtue; nor did they attack him under any olan or 
pretence of friendfhip. 
After much deliberation on this matter, a very 
range ſuſpicion came into his head; and this was, 
that he was betrayed by Mrs Elliſon. He had for 
ſome time conceived no very high opinion of that good 
lewoman, and he now began to ſuſpect that ſhe 
Was bribed to betray him. By this means he thought 
he could beſt aceount for the ſtrange appearance of 
the ſuppoſed madman, And when this conceit once 
had birth in his mind, ſeveral circumſtances nouriſh- 
ed and improved it. Among theſe were her jocoſe 
behaviour and raillery on that occaſion, and her at- 
tempt to ridicule his fears from the meſſage _ 
e Serjeant had brought him, 
This ſuſpicion was indeed prepoſterous, and not at 
„all warranted by, or even conſiſtent with the character 
and whole behaviour of Mrs Elliſon ; but it was the 
n one which at that time fuggeſted itſelf to his 


mind; ; 


Chap. 9. | 
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mind; and however blameable it might be, it was 


certainly not unnatural in him to entertain it; for {6 
great a torment is anxiety to the human mind, that 
we always endeavour to relieve ourſelves from it, by 
gueſſes however doubtful or uncertain. ; on all Which 
occaſions diſlike and hatred” are the ſureſ Zuides. to 
lead our ſuſpicion to its object. : 
When Amelia roſe . Booth ws the 
note which he had received, ſaying, © My dear, you 
© have ſo often blamed me for keeping ſecrets from 
« you, and I have fo '6ften indeed endeavoured to con- 
* ceal ſecrets of this kind from you with ſuch ill fuc- 


cells, that I think I ſhall never more attempt it.“ 


Amelia read the letter haſtily, and ſeemed not a little 
diſcompoſed ; then turning to Booth with a very diſ- 
conſolate countenance, the ſaid, © Sure Fortune takes 
a delight in terrifying us! what can be the mean- 
ing of this ?'—Then fixing her eyes attentively on 
the Paper? the peruſed it for ſome tame, till Booth 
cried, How is it poſſible, my Emily, you can read - 
« ſuch ſtuff patiently ! the. verſes are certainly as bat 
as ever were written,” * 1 was trying, my dear; 
anſwered ſhe, * to recolle& the hand; for 1 will take 
my oath, I have ſeen it before, and that very lately” 
And ſuddenly the cried out with great emotion, © I ro- 
member it perfectly now It is Mrs Bennet's hand. 
Mrs Elliſon ſhewed me a letter from her but a day 
* or two ago. It is a very remarkable hand, and 1 
am poſitive it is her's . 5 
* If it be cher's, cries Booth, what can ſhe poſlibly 
mean by the latter part of her caution ? ſure Mrs 
Elliſon hath no intention to betray us.“ 
I I know not what ſhe means, anſwered. Ames: 
but I am reſolved to know immediately; for I am 
certain of the hand. By the greatelt luck in the 
world, ſhe told me yeſterday where her lodgings - 
were, when ſhe preſſed me exceedingly to came and 
ſee her. She lives but a very few doors trom us, 
and I will go to her this moment,” | 
Booth made not the leaſt objection to his wife's do- 
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-bgn. His: curioſity was indeed as great as her's, and 


ſo was VOY impatience to ſatisfy it, tho? he mentioned 
not 
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been well for him if he had. 

Amelia therefore preſently equipped Herſelf. in 
walking dreſs, and leaving her children to the care of 
her huſband, made all poſſible haſte to Mrs Benner“ 
lodgings. 

Amelia waited 1 near. fre minutes at Mrs Dane 
door, before any one came to open it; at length a 
maid-ſervant appeared, who being aſked if Mrs Ben- 
net was at home, anſwered, with ſome confuſion in her 
countenance, that ſhe did not know, but, Madam, 

ſaid ſhe, © if you will ſend up your name, I will go 


© and ſee.” Amelia then told her name, and the. 


wench, after ſtaying a conſiderable time, returned and 
acquainted. her, that Mrs Bennet was at home. She 
was then uſhered” into a parlour, and told ay the 
lady would wait on her preſently. 

In this parlour Amelia cooled her heels, as the 
Phraſe is, near a quarter of an hour. She ſeemed in- 


deed, at this time, inthe miſerable ſituation of one of 


thoſe poor wretches, who make their morning: viſits 
to the great, to ſolicit favours, or perhaps to ſolicit 
the payment of a debt: for both are alike treated as 
beggars, and the latter ſometimes conſidered as the 
-more troubleſome beggars of the toe 

During her ſtay here, Amelia obſerved the houſe to 
be i in great confuſion; a great buſtle was heard above 
ſtairs, and the maid ran up and down ſeveral times in 
a great hurry. 


At length Mrs Bennet berſelf eame in- She was 


ee diſordered in her looks, and had, as the wo- 
men call it, huddled on her cloaths in much haſte; 


for in truth, ſhe was in bed when Amelia firſt came. 


Of this fact ſhe informed her, as the only apology the 


could make for having cauſed her to wait fo long for 


her company. | 
Amelia very readily Schnell er apology, but Us 
ed her with a ſmile, if theſe early hours were uſudl 
With her. Mrs Bennet turned as red as ſcarlet at the 
queſtion, and anfwered, No indeed, dear Madam. [ 
am, for the moſt part, a very early riſer; but I hap- 
. accidentally to fit es very late lat night. 
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had 1 Jam ſure I had little expeatation of your oa. 
"a © {uch a favour this morning.“ E . 


Amelia, looking very ſtedfaſtly at her, Ea 2 * Is, 11 
0 poſſible, Madam, you ſhould think ſuch a note as 
this would raiſe no curioſity in me?“ She then gave 
her the note, aſking her, if the did not know the hand. 
Mrs Bennet appeared in the utmoſt ſurpriſe and 
confufion at this inſtant. Indeed, if Amelia had con- 
ceived but theflighteſt ſuſpicion before, the behaviour 
of the lady. would have been a ſufficient confirmation 
to her of the truth. She waited not therefore for an 
anſwer; which, indeed, the other ſeemed in no haſte 
to give; but conjured oy; in the moſt earneſt: manner, 
to explain to her the meaning of ſo extraordinary au 
act of friendſhip: * For ſo,” faid' the, © I eſteem it; 
being convinced you mult have ſufficient reaſon kor | 
the warning you have given me.” : 
Mrs Bennet, after ſome heſitation, anſwered ; 3 
need not, I believe, tell you how much I am tus 
priſed at what you have ſhewn me; and the chief 
© reaſon of my ſurpriſe is, how you came to diſtover 
* my hand. Sure, Madam, you have not ſhewn | it to 
Mrs Elliſon,” | 
Amelia declared ſhe had not; but dehited ſhe would 
queſtion her no farther. ' © What ſignifies how I dit- 
* covered it, ſince your hand it certainly is?? 
© I own it 18, cries Mrs Bennet, recovering her 
ſpirits, and ſince you have not ſhewn it to that wo- 
man, Lam ſatisfied. I begin to gueſs now whence you 
might have your information j but no matter, I with 
I had never done any-thing of which I ought to be 
© more aſhamed.—No one can, I think, juſtly ac- 
cauſe rae of a crime on that account; and I thank 
Heaven, my ſhame will never be directed by the 
falſe opinion of the world. — Perhaps it was wrong 
to ſhew my letter; but when 1 conſider all circum- "0 ye *. 
ſtances, I can for give 8 = 
Since you have gueſſed the truth,” ſaid Amelia, f 
J am not obliged to deny it. She doe thewed 
me your letter; but I am ſure you have not the 
leaſt reaſon to be aſhamed of ; it. On the contrary,  # 
your bz -haviour on 10 melagcholy an occaſion was 
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. highly „ and your bearing up uche 
+ ſuch afffictions, as the loſs of a huſband in ſo ditad- 
. * ful a ſituation, was truly great and heroical,? 1 
80 Mrs. Elliſon then hath : ſhewn. you <P lercer* 
 eries Mrs Bennet eagerly: 
Why, did not you. gueſs it yourſelf ?* ant 
Amelia, otherwiſe | am ſure I have betrayed my ho- 
* nour in. mentioning it. 1 hope you have not draw 
* me. inadvertently into any breach ef my promiſes 
of Did you not aſſert, and that with an abſolute cer- 
* tainty, that you knew the had ſhewn me your letter 
and that you was not angry with her for ſo doing?“ | 
I am ſo confuſed,” replied Mrs Bennet, that Þ} 
ſcarce know what I ſay; yes, yes, I remember I did 
6 * toy ſo——T with I had no greater reaſon®to. be an- 
rr with ber than that.“. 
For Heaven's ſake,” cries Amelia, © 45 not delay 
my requeſt any longer? what you ſay now greatly 
« increaſes my curioſity; and my mind wilt be onthe : 
© rack till you diſcover your whole meaning: for I am 
mot and more convinced, that ſomething of tlie ut - 
* moſt importance was the purport of your meſſage,” | 
Of the utmoſt importance, indeed, cries? Mrs. 
_ Bennet, at leaſt you will own my apprehenſions were | 
5 {bfficiently well founded —O gracious Heaven, how 
happy ſhall { think myſelf, if 1 ſhould have proved 
your preſervation! 1% will indee explain my means, 
© ing; but in order todiſeloſe all my fears in their 
juſt colours, I muſt nnfold my whole hiſtory to you. 
Can yon have patience. Madam, to liſten to the beat 
© of the moſt unfortunate of omen? | 
Amelia aſſured her of the higheſt attention; and 
Mrs Bennet ſoon after began to relate what is written 
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END OF VOLUME FIRST. 


